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Photo: Some of the 2008 Christmas Tree participants: left back: Rosemary Parker, Rae Allen, Amanda Carkey; left front: Shannon Gurney, Violet Carkey, Jamie Russell and Julie Vincent.

The 5th Annual Sandy Creek Youth Tree Decorating event ended successfully with sincere thanks to the girls, their leaders and especially Rae Allen. These community minded youth groups work hard decorating trees in a Victorian theme for elderly shut-ins and needy families. Participants included Girl Scout Troops 83, 795, 939, 164, 713 and 809. Troop 809 was the “People’s Choice.”
What was a Victorian Christmas like? The Victorians revived old traditions, such as caroling, and invented new ones such as sending Christmas cards. The Victorians also promoted church-going, gift-giving, and charity to the poor as essential parts of the holiday. They transformed the folk figures of Father Christmas and Santa Claus into symbols of holiday generosity, and they greatly popularized Germany's traditional Christmas tree. A Victorian Christmas entailed the exchange of gifts between parents and children; attendance together at Church services; a multi-course family dinner; and visits with friends, relatives, and other families. 

The first record of a Christmas Tree on display in the United States was in the 1830s by the German settlers of Pennsylvania, although trees had been a tradition in many German homes much earlier and the Pennsylvania German settlements had community trees as early as 1747. 

By the 1890s Christmas ornaments were arriving from Germany and Christmas tree popularity was on the rise around the U.S. The early 20th century saw Americans decorating their trees mainly with homemade ornaments, while the German-American sect continued to use apples, nuts, and marzipan cookies. By the 1880's, glass ornaments were being imported into America, where they were sold through stores such as FW Woolworth. 
In 1882, the first Christmas tree was lit by the use of electricity. Edward Johnson lighted up a Christmas tree in New York City with eighty small electric light bulbs. Edward Johnson created the first string of electric Christmas lights that were then mass produced around 1890. Edward Johnson was an inventor who worked under the direction of Thomas Edison and later became vice-president of Edison's electric company. 

On December 23rd, 1783 General George Washington delivered his farewell address to the Continental Congress and tendered his resignation as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army.  The fight for an independent nation had been long, arduous and finally successful.  

"Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire from the great theater of action; and bidding an affectionate farewell to this August body under whose orders I have so long acted, I here offer my commission, and take leave of all the employments of public life."
The Historians Office and History Center will be opened every Friday from 9 am to 4 pm weather permitting.  Stop in or call for an appointment 387-5456 x 7 or E-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Happy New Year from all of us at the History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Jim, Sally, Irene, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Photo: Aaron Belloff and his sales cart ca. 1910

This is the beginning of my ninth year as historian for the town and villages of Sandy Creek and I have been doing this column since I was appointed. I have added photos from the archives with 95% of the columns and have many more to share with our readers, like this one of native Russian, Aaron Belloff, who later founded the retail store in Adams. This photo was taken around 1910 in front of the Woodard home. Belloff began his mercantile career with a back-pack, worked up to a single horse cart and then went on to own this heavier, team-drawn outfit with its complex storage compartments for notions and utensils. A copy of this photo hangs on the wall at the Sandy Creek Diner as well as other local photos from the History Center archives. 

Stop by the town hall and look at the military display featuring artifacts from the Civil War era, the 1943-1946 Honor Roll replica (which stood in front of the Ainsworth Library and listed our servicemen in World War 11), military books featuring veterans in Sandy Creek during World War 1, Sandy Creek/Boylston Veterans in World War 11, and Sandy Creek/Boylston Veterans who served from 1945 to 1960. A research book containing veterans from 1960 to current military veterans’ serving their country is on display in hopes that residents will “fill in the blanks” and submit information and photographs of their loved one for the upcoming book. Photos can be imaged and scanned and returned immediately. Thanks for your support. 

The Historians Office and History Center will be closed today and will re-open Friday, January 16 from 9 am to 4 pm weather permitting.  Stop in or call for an appointment 387-5456 x 7 or E-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Happy New Year from all of us at the History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Jim, Sally, Irene, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Photo: Joseph Cook’s Barn ca. 1908
This large dairy barn is a fine example of practical farm architecture of its day. It replaced an earlier barn which burned in 1898. Mr. Cook steadies the colt held by his son, Ted, while one of his daughters is holding the line on the horse, hitched to the buggy.  

The American Agriculturist Farm Directory of Oswego County 1917-1918 lists Joseph Cook (wife Fanny), three children, “Meadow Brook” farm, farmer (milk, grain, hay), (s) milk to sell, garden, truck poultry, owned 125 acres, (mailing address) RD 1, Sandy Creek, (T) telephone, (H43) “Peck Homestead” residence Lake Road, County Route 15. 

The 1900, 1910 census shows Joseph Cook age 49 (born November 1861), wife Fannie, children Louis/Lois, Pauline M., Theodore, and Beatrice. By 1930 Joseph has living with him Theodore, his wife Alice T. Cook and their daughter Nina.

Nina (Cook) Lee, a researcher who came often to the History Center, passed away on December 26, 2008. Nina was born on May 16, 1929 in Orwell, the daughter of Theodore and Alice (Tilton) Cook and graduated from Sandy Creek High School. She married Robert L. Lee on August 11, 1951 at Sandy Creek Methodist Church. He died July 5, 1998. She lived in Brownville from 1958 until her death and was an active member of Brownville United Methodist Church. 

Research on the documentation of farms and farming in the Town of Sandy Creek and Boylston continues. We are researching the farms in the Sandy Creek/Boylston area. If you or your family had a farm in Sandy Creek or Boylston or have purchased property in the area and find mention of it in your deed please contact my office. I am looking for information, photographs of the farms and families. 

Stop by the town hall and look at the military display featuring artifacts from the Civil War era to 1960. A research book containing veterans from 1960 to current military veterans’ serving their country is on display in hopes that residents will “fill in the blanks” and submit information and photographs of their loved one for the upcoming book. Photos can be imaged and scanned and returned to you. Thanks for your support and help in the documentation of Sandy Creek history for future generations. 

We are always looking for volunteers to help with the preservation of Sandy Creek history. 

The History Center will be closed for the months of January and February and will reopen every Friday from 9 am to 4 pm beginning in March. The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Happy New Year from all of us at the History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Jim, Sally, Irene, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Photo: The Thomas House 1910

The Thomas House had its beginning in the home of Fayette Thomas, purchased in 1880, soon after his marriage to Miss Coral C. Baker, who by her qualities as a homemaker laid the foundation of the enviable reputation the Thomas House enjoyed for many years.  This private house was opened as a hotel on November 1, 1891. As automobiles increased in popularity, more and more people made it a point to stop at the Thomas House, and the fame of its table and home comforts spread. Many well known people, including President Theodore Roosevelt, have enjoyed its hospitality. 

From the Watertown Daily Times: The first paralyzing  storm of the winter 1878-79, struck this section about December 24 and just as has been true this past winter was especially bad in the vicinity of Sandy Creek. “The passengers of train number one, R.W & O Railroad and bound north from Rome and snowbound for 6 and 1/2 days in the romantic and classical snow clad village of Sandy Creek, desire before leaving the fair and festive Lacona to express their thanks to the hospitable and unselfish inhabitants thereof, particularly the jovial landlords of the Sandy Creek (Thomas House) and Salisbury Houses who refused to take undo advantage of their snowbound fellow creatures.”
As we celebrate the inauguration of America’s 44th President, the year of George Washington’s 277th birthday and Abraham Lincoln’s 200 birthday, I thought I’d like to share some “Presidential Trivia”

George Washington was the only president who did not represent a political party. Thomas Jefferson was the main author of the Declaration of Independence. James Madison’s contributions towards the development of the Constitution earned him the title "Father of the Constitution." James Monroe’s daughter was the first to be a bride in the White House.
John Quincy Adams was the son of a former president and the first president to be photographed. Andrew Jackson was the first president born in a log cabin (South Carolina). Martin Van Buren became president during a time when the country was prosperous, but less than three months later the panic of 1837 punctured the prosperity. William Henry Harrison delivered the longest inaugural address, and was the first president to die in office, about 32 days after elected. On March 4, he gave a 105 minute speech and did not wear an overcoat or hat. He developed pneumonia and died in the White House exactly one month after giving his speech, on April 4, 1841. 

John Tyler was the first vice president to ascend to the presidency upon the death of a president. James Polk was one of the nation's most successful presidents. During his one term in office the United States expanded westward to the Pacific Ocean, California and the New Mexico Territory were won in the Mexican War (1846-1848), and the Oregon country was acquired through negotiations with Great Britain. Zachary Taylor was the second president to die in office. Millard Fillmore, in his rise from a log cabin to wealth and the White House, he demonstrated that through methodical industry and some competence an uninspiring man could make the American dream come true. Franklin Pierce was a Democrat who sided with the South on the slavery issue, yet was committed to the Union. James Buchanan was the only president that never married. 
Abraham Lincoln was the first president to wear a beard, the tallest president at 6’ 4", the nation’s only patent-holding president (Patent No. 6469 in 1849) and the first president to die by assassination. Andrew Johnson’s administration added the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery and the 14th Amendment providing for equal protection by law of all U. S. citizens to the Constitution. Ulysses S. Grant established Yellowstone as the nation's first national park on March 1, 1872. Rutherford B. Hayes held the first Easter egg roll on the White House lawn.

James A. Garfield was the second president to die by assassination. Two months after being sworn into office, Garfield was shot in a Washington railroad station. Doctors repeatedly probed for the bullet with non-sterile instruments and unwashed fingers, the president died 80 days later. Chester A. Arthur Publisher Alexander K. McClure recalled, "No man ever entered the Presidency so profoundly and widely distrusted, and no one ever retired ... more generally respected." Grover Cleveland was the only president married in a ceremony at the White House, June 2, 1886 and is the only president to be elected to two nonconsecutive terms. (22nd and 24th President) William McKinley was the third president to die from an assassin’s wound. He was shot during the Pan American Exposition in Buffalo, NY. He died of his wounds about a week later. Theodore Roosevelt was the first American to win the Nobel Peace Prize. He was awarded the prize in 1906 for his role as peacemaker in the Russo-Japanese War. William H. Taft was the first of two presidents to be buried in Arlington National Cemetery. (JFK is the other buried there)

Woodrow Wilson had a flock of sheep that grazed on the White House lawn. Warren Harding was the first president to speak over the radio; he died (August 2, 1923) while on a visit to California. Calvin Coolidge at 2:30 on the morning of August 3, 1923, while visiting in Vermont, received word that he was President. By the light of a kerosene lamp, his father, who was a notary public, administered the oath of office as Coolidge placed his hand on the family Bible. Herbert Hoover became the scapegoat for the “great depression” and was badly defeated in 1932. Franklin D. Roosevelt is the only American president to be elected four times and the first American president to be inaugurated in January (1937). Harry S. Truman was the first president to give a speech on television. Dwight D. Eisenhower was the only president to serve in both World War I & World War II. 

JFK was the youngest American elected president and the youngest to die in office. Before becoming a politician, Lyndon Johnson taught school in Texas. Richard Nixon is the only U.S. president to resign. Gerald Ford became vice president and president without being elected to either office. Jimmy Carter was the first president born in a hospital. At age 69, Ronald Reagan became the oldest person ever elected U.S. president. George H. W. Bush is distantly related to Presidents Pierce, Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Ford, and Winston Churchill. William J. Clinton was the first U.S. Democratic president to win reelection since Franklin D. Roosevelt. George W. Bush is the first son of a president to become president since John Quincy Adams, son of John Adams.


The History Center will be closed for the months of January and February and will reopen every Friday from 9 am to 4 pm beginning in March. The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Happy New Year from all of us at the History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Jim, Sally, Irene, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Photo: The Taylor Homestead Castor Road 1890-1900
The 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County shows “Locust Grove” owned by Charles V. and Jennie S. Taylor. Taylor is listed as a farmer who owned 63 acres and sold produce and poultry. 

In the next few weeks I’d like to share some of the farms listed in the 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County for Sandy Creek and Boylston and the produce sold: “Fine View” owned by George H. and Alice Bacon, sold choice berries; “Early Dawn” owned by Edward and Patrick Bailey, sold potatoes, hay and grain; “Cold Spring” owned by F. Richard and Anna Baltus, sold milk, stock and produce; “Pitt N. Barker Stock” owned by Pitman N. and Vera Barker, sold thoroughbred Holsteins and milk; “Cold Spring Stock” owned by John F. and Anna Bortles, sold milk, cream and milk; “Trout Brook” owned by Lewis S. and Hattie Chase, sold milk and maple syrup; “The Gem” owned by John H. and Janet Chaufty, sold milk; “H. M. Christian” owned by Horace M. and Mary Christian, sold milk, poultry, eggs; “Cherry Hill” owned by J. Hamilton and Euphemia Chrisman, sold milk and porker poultry; “J. H. Chrisman” owned by Jas. H. and Vallie Chrisman, sold milk;  “W. B. Clement” owned by Walter B. and Esther Clement and John D. Clement, sold milk, pork and beef; “Coffey Cattle” owned by Orley Coffey, cattle dealer and sold milk; “Meadow Brook” owned by Joseph and Fanny Cook, sold milk, grain, hay and poultry; “Sunny Hill” owned by James E. and Blanch Crast, sold milk, poultry, eggs; “Sunny View” owned by Jay and Clara Cronk, sold milk, poultry and pork; “P. C. Daley Stock” owned by Peter C. and Lettie Daley, sold milk, stock poultry. To be continued…

Research on the documentation of farms and farming in the Town of Sandy Creek and Boylston continues. If you or your family had a farm in Sandy Creek or Boylston or have purchased property in the area and find mention of it in your deed please contact my office. I am looking for information, photographs of the farms and families. 

A research book containing veterans from 1960 to current military veterans’ serving their country is on display in hopes that residents will “fill in the blanks” and submit information and photographs of their loved one for the upcoming book. Photos can be imaged and scanned and returned to you. Thanks for your support and help in the documentation of Sandy Creek history for future generations. 

The History Center will be closed for the months of January and February and will reopen every Friday from 9 am to 4 pm beginning in March. The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Happy New Year from all of us at the History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Jim, Sally, Irene, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Photo: The Ouderkirk Farm

Years ago when I researched for the Sandy Pond Memories II book I talked with Helen and Fred Ouderkirk and Fred shared this timely story; “Every winter the Sandy Creek Fireman would challenge Lacona firemen to an ice fishing contest on Sandy Pond. The fish would be weighed with the looser having to clean the fish. Sometimes to help the fish weigh more, foreign objects were put into the fish such as sinkers and bolts. This was all in fun. After the fish were cleaned they were cooked and everyone enjoyed a good meal. The last one I remembered was at the Hotel Comfort.”
In the next few weeks I’d like to share some of the farms listed in the 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County for Sandy Creek and Boylston and the produce sold: “Williams” owned by Earl and Fannie Deforest, sold milk, grain and hay; “Dairy and Stock” owned by George E. Delong, sold milk and stock; “Brown” owned by Earl V. Deshane, sold milk, pork and poultry; “Hillside” owned by Allen G. and Daisy Doneburg, sold hay, grain, milk, Holsteins; “Homestead” owned by George and Addie Duane, sold butter and poultry; “Fitzgerald Fruit” owned by Bert J. and Rose Fitzgerald, sold milk and maple syrup; “Lone Pine Poultry” owned by John E. and Leone Foskett, sold poultry and berries; “R. D. Goodenough” owned by Robert S. and Clara Goodenough, sold milk, sheep, poultry; “Cottage Farm” owned by Charles H. Greenwood, sold produce; “Gurley Homestead” owned by Reo W. Gurley, sold milk, stock, alfalfa; “Hadley Dairy” owned by Pitt N. and Orpha Hadley, sold milk and poultry; “Orchard View” owned by Thomas W. and Mabel Hamer, sold milk; “Pleasant Hill” owned by Thomas J. and Rachael Harriman, sold milk; “Hedger Homestead” owned by Sanford C. Hedger, sold milk, potatoes and eggs; “Hessell Homestead” owned by Albert and Hattie Hessell, sold milk, poultry and eggs.
Research on the documentation of farms and farming in the Town of Sandy Creek and Boylston continues. If you or your family had a farm in Sandy Creek or Boylston or have purchased property in the area and find mention of it in your deed please contact my office. I am looking for information, photographs of the farms and families. 

Our deepest sympathies to the families of Bob McKown and Ernie Claflin, two great supporters of the work we do to preserve the history of our town and villages.

The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene
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Photo: Clement Barn built in 1909 (Don and Nancy Ridgeway collection)
Walter B. and Esther Clement and John D. Clement were farmers who owned 160 acres in Lacona/Sandy Creek and sold milk, pork and beef. 

The Farm Bureau was organized in 1913 in an attempt to get people with common interests to work together on an educational program toward a fine, more fruitful and more profitable living. When the Farm Bureau was organized, farmers set it up so that the members would elect an executive committee of farmers to direct its activities. Each town had a Farm Bureau chairman and there were about 100 Farm Bureau committeemen who were the real back-bone of the organization. They were in touch with the situation in their communities and in a position to make constructive suggestions at all times. In addition there were county wide dairy, poultry, vegetable, potato and fruit commodity committees which met once a year to study and suggest the problems on which they expected the Farm Bureau to help. 

Today, Eric Behling, is President of the Oswego County Farm Bureau which gives farmers and non-farmers alike the opportunity to be part of an organization dedicated to supporting and enriching the rural way of life. It provides an opportunity for individuals involved in agriculture to join together and make their voices heard. They are active within the political system on a broad range of issues that concern every rural New York landowner, from taxation to conservation and work hard to promote public policy that protects an owner's right to use land. 

In the next few weeks I’d like to share some of the farms listed in the 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County for Sandy Creek and Boylston and the produce sold: “Hiltondale” owned and operated by Rex E. and wife Ada Hilton, Royce R. Hilton and Mrs. Sylvia Hilton, all sold milk and poultry; “Ayrshire Dairy” owned by LaFayette and Arvilla Huffstater, sold milk, hay, grain and thoroughbred Ayrshires; “Hurd Farm” owned by John P. and Mary Hurd, sold blackberries and milk; “Douglas Farm” owned by Robert A. N. and Cecile Joyner, sold milk, stock; “Cold Spring” owned by F. Edward and Clara Karwatt, sold milk, stock; “Town Line” owned by Frank H. and Gladys Kenway, sold milk, stock; “Pebble Knoll” owned by Frank and Emma Kiblin, sold milk, pork, poultry, stock; “VanAuken” owned by C. LeRoy and Alice Kincaid, sold young pigs; “Sprague Farm” owned by George J. and Blanch Kinney, sold milk, grain and hay; “Hill Crest” owned by Charles V. and Edith Kirch, sold milk and poultry. 
The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene
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Photo: Gilford Lindsey Farm
In the next few weeks I’d like to share some of the farms listed in the 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County for Sandy Creek and Boylston and the produce sold: “South Side” owned by Thos. And Jennie Lamb, sold milk and poultry; “Woodside” owned by Frank and Phoebe Lericheux, sold hay and potatoes; “Bayview” owned by Jay C. and Ruth Lindsey, sold poultry, eggs and fish; “Hadley’s Stock” owned by Isaac T. and Nellie McNeilly, Holstein breeder, sold milk and stock; “Orchard View” worked on shares by Leon E. and Reda McNitt, sold milk; “Lacona Stock” owned by Mrs. Grace M. Mead, sold milk, pork and poultry; “Snyder Stock” worked on shares by N. Foster and Alta Mead, sold milk, stock, pork; “Maplegrove Stock” owned by Orla J. and Nina Mead, sold milk and stock; “Monroe Stock” owned by Harry W. and Emily Monroe, sold milk, stock poultry; “Maple Grove” worked on shares by J. Claud and Maud Montague, sold milk and poultry; “Leon More Stock” owned by Leon More, cattle dealer sold thoroughbred Holsteins; “West Side Stock” owned by Bert R. and Etta Nemier, sold milk and stock; “J. G. N. Dairy” owned by John G. and Gertrude Nemier, sold milk and stock; “Ayer Stock” owned by Leon J. and Flora Oyer, sold potatoes, milk and stock. 
Stephen Kappesser e-mailed me his new web log, “Sandy Pond Memories”, an excerpt follows… Growing up, living at Sandy Pond, for me was a wonderful time in my life. It was like living in a paradise without the tropical weather. I am so glad that my folks decided to live there and raise their family there. There was always something fun to do and I don't believe I knew the definition of "bored" until I got older and moved away from there. The winter winds would blow in off the Lake over the Pond as an unending, mindless force that could freeze your eyes open. 

Any ice on the Lake was hazardous at best but the ice on the Pond would get to 3 feet thick by mid-February. As kids, if the ice was clear of snow, I remember my brother Kip and I and some of our friends ("The Pond Boys") would take our metal-runner sleds out on the ice, sit down, unzip our coats and hold them open as sails, and the wind would wisk us away at an alarming rate. Sometimes we did it on ice skates but I wasn't very good on skates so I usually stuck with my sled. Now that was FUN! I wonder if kids still do that there...? Check it out at http://sandypondmemories.blogspot.com/



The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene
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Photo: Harding Mill Dam
This old photograph shows the Harding Mill Dam on the Little Sandy, east of the Maple Avenue Bridge in Lacona. A manmade open waterway or mill race carried the water impounded by this dam under the street and in a curve south behind a house, bending back to power the woodworking mill (machine shop) that was later the Tifft-Bainbridge home (east end of the Lacona Supermarket site). The water then passed under the roadway once more in a large culvert that helped to create the power to operate “The Old Red Mill,” a grist mill for grinding grain. (MKP)

In the next few weeks I’d like to share some of the farms listed in the 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County for Sandy Creek and Boylston and the produce sold: “Vanderhoof Farm” owned by Claude S. and Sarah Porter, Holstein breeder, sold milk; “Porter Dairy” owned by William D. and Nora Porter, sold milk and stock; “Bellview Herd” owned by Homer A. and Helen Prescott, sold milk, hay, grain and pure-bred Holsteins; “Presley Corners” owned by Arthur W. and Sarah Presley, sold potatoes and beans; “W. S. Goodrich”, farmer Michael R. and Maggie Ridgeway, sold milk, grain and hay; “The Beebe Farm” owned by George S. and Delila Robinson, sold milk and stock; “Alguille Farm” owned by Robert G. and Mary Roof, sold milk; “None-Such Farm” owned by Fred E. and Edith Rowe, sold milk; “Maple Lawn” Lewis and Mirtie Schumaker sold milk, eggs and poultry; “Lindsey Hotel” owned by H. C. Tremont and Effie Sheldon, sold milk, pork and poultry; “Brook Valley” owned by Floyd J. and Mabel Skinner, sold potatoes, stock and milk; “Rhode Island Red” owned by Charles W. and Maggie Smith, sold registered Airedale; “E. B. Smith Farm” owned by E. Brewster and Julia Smith, sold milk and poultry; “A. R. Wilcox” worked on shares Earl E. Smith, sold milk, pork and poultry.

I am receiving good information on these farms and the families who owned them. The more information the better, thanks to Cheryl Haggerty and Paul Clark. Also, thanks to Maggie Kastler who is researching deeds as her time permits while at work in Oswego. 

Check out Stephen Kappesser’s new web log, “Sandy Pond Memories”, he’s excited to get your comments. http://sandypondmemories.blogspot.com/

A research book containing veterans from 1960 to current military veterans’ serving their country is on display in hopes that residents will “fill in the blanks” and submit information and photographs of their loved one for the upcoming book. Photos can be imaged and scanned and returned to you. Thanks for your support and help in the documentation of Sandy Creek history for future generations. 

The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene
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Photo: Lacona Milk Station 1910 – 1915

Shipment of fluid milk began in the late 19th century, when the local dairy farms were producing more milk than the cheese factories could readily convert to solid dairy produce. The local cheese factories included the Ingersoll (Edwards Road), Miller (Maple Avenue, Lacona), Sage (Co. Rt. 62), North Boylston (moved from Samuel Blodgett’s pioneer factory just over the Orwell Town Line) and the LeClair, later Shoecraft Factory.

Before the institution of the early morning milk train, all the excess local milk was converted to cheese at the factories and on the farms, or separated for cream, or made up into butter which, with the eggs produced by the mother’s flock of hens, was often traded out at a local grocery store. Much of the cheese made in northern Oswego County in the mid – 1800’s was loaded on boats which docked at Selkirk, and reached the cities via the Oswego and Erie Canal. (MKP)

By 1925 local farmers owned and controlled an up-to-date and well equipped milk plant which stood by the railroad tracks on Salisbury Street in Lacona. 

In the next few weeks I’d like to share some of the farms listed in the 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County for Sandy Creek and Boylston and the produce sold. Remember, these are only a fraction of the farms that are listed in the 1917-1918 farm book and examples of the products they produced and sold. “F. D. Stafford Dairy” owned Frank D. and Bernice Stafford, sold milk, stock, and pigs; “Stowell Dale” owned by Bert C. and Hannah Stowell, sold milk and stock; “Scott Farm” worked on shares by Arbie and May Tanner, sold milk; “Locust Grove” owned by Charles V. and Jennie S. Taylor, sold produce and poultry; “Trout Brook” owned by John C. and Bessie Thompson, sold butter and stock; “Near Lake” owned by Wilbur S. and Mary Tifft, sold boats and cottages; “Spring Brook” owned by W. Rozelle and Nora Tilton, sold pigs and pork; “C. B. Upton Stock” owned by Charles B. and Etta Upton, sold milk, hay, grain. 

I am receiving good information on these farms and the families who owned them. Sally Bettinger came into the office for coffee and to share some information. She mentioned other farms in the area and several business establishments on the Old State Road in Boylston. Alfred and Flora Bush owned and operated a “beer parlor” and held Saturday night barn dances; Dwight and Dora Falke owned a gas station; Fred and Bertha Kastler sold fire wood and logs (Fred was a scout for lumber companies and a guide for hunting parties, he owned about 500 acres of wood lots); Arthur and Earl Noble had a large sawmill and the Phelps School District #5 had a small cemetery behind it. It is always great to see Sally, catch up on news and even better when we get good information like this. 
A research book containing veterans from 1960 to current military veterans’ serving their country is on display in hopes that residents will “fill in the blanks” and submit information and photographs of their loved one for the upcoming book. Photos can be imaged and scanned and returned to you. Thanks for your support and help in the documentation of Sandy Creek history for future generations. 

The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene
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Photo: This unidentified photo is from the Dexter L. Woodard photo collection of glass plate negatives that were reproduced per the NYS Council on the Arts Grant done in 1989

A little history: In March 1933 the U. S. was at the lowest point of the great Depression, with between 25 and 33 percent of the workforce unemployed. The nation was worried and FDR’s address was designed to ease fears and to inspire confidence in his leadership. Eight days after his inauguration, Roosevelt gave his first national radio address or “fire side chat” from the White House. He began his first address simply: “I want to talk for a few minutes to the people of the United States about banking.” He went on to explain his recent decision to close the nation’s banks in order to stop a surge in mass withdrawals by panicked investors worried about possible bank failures. The banks would be reopening the next day, Roosevelt said, and he thanked the public for their “fortitude and good temper” during the “banking holiday.” 

This past week Rita Rombach, Margaret Kastler and I spent many hours researching deeds at the Oswego County Clerk’s Office. What a job, we are using the 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County as a base to work back from to the earliest deeds we can find in an effort to establish the origin of each farm. What a daunting task this is. Norman Widrig came by and gave us the information on his deed.

Researching deeds or mortgages: Deeds will tell you more than who owned the property. There are two sets on indexes for deeds. “Grantee Indexes” are to look up people who are buying, being given land or rights of some kind. “Grantor Indexes” are to look up people who are doing the selling or giving of the rights. “Mortgage Indexes” work the same way. After running a name in deeds, run the name in the Mortgage Index, meaning the person who is taking out the mortgage. Mortgages may give you an indication of when a person built his house. The word “Chattel” implies there is a dwelling on the property. A mortgage may also describe something such as “includes the saw mill to be built next to the creek” for example. This is helpful in dating the true building of the structure. Way back when, personally held mortgages were more common than banks.

Other information to be found on a deed includes: location of the property, date of deed, price paid for the property, description and number of acres, name of wife, witnesses, original purchaser of property, early road names, names of neighbors, migration information, financing and foreclosure information, etc. 

Land surveyor’s measures can be confusing; one link equals 7.92”, one pole equals 25 links, one chain equals 100 links or four poles or 66 feet, one furlong equals 10 chains and one mile equals 80 chains. 

Ever heard of a quitclaim deed? Quitclaim deeds transfer or “quit” any interest in real property. The grantor (seller) may not be in the title at all, so the grantee (buyer) cannot assume that the grantor has any real interest to convey. However, if the grantor were, say, married to the owner of the property, signing and recording a quitclaim deed in favor of the spouse would transfer any interest the grantor may have in the property to the spouse. 

A research book containing veterans from 1960 to current military veterans’ serving their country is on display in hopes that residents will “fill in the blanks” and submit information and photographs of their loved one for the upcoming book. Photos can be imaged and scanned and returned to you. Thanks for your support and help in the documentation of Sandy Creek history for future generations. Please stop by or call me at 387-5456 x7.
The Historians Office will be open on good weather days and I will return your phone calls and e-mails at that time. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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March 27, 2009

Photo: Emma Lillis, wife of William Lillis ca. 1905, showcasing the resourcefulness of 20th century women. This photo shows her catch of the day which we can only imagine became dinner for her family that night. 
March is Women’s History Month when we celebrate the women in our lives. Where would we be without the guidance and love of our mother’s and grandmothers and the joy we receive from our daughters and granddaughters. Women played such an important role in our history yet our history books are pretty much void of the contributions of women. In the early nineteenth century, women in the Unites States were considered second class citizens whose existence was limited to the home and care of the children.

National Women’s History month’s roots go back to March 8, 1857, when women from New York City factories staged a protest over working conditions. International Women’s Day was first observed in 1909, but it wasn’t until 1981 that Congress established National Women’s History Week to be commemorated the second week of March. In 1987, Congress expanded the week to a month. 

In our own community we have women who contribute to our community past and present. The Coterie Club is a good example of women who worked during World War I, raising money for the War efforts and at the time of the Centennial celebration, 1925, donated the clock and tower that is in front of the Pathfinder Bank. This group meets monthly and is still active in community events. The Outlook Club was formed in 1938 by a group of women interested in broadening their knowledge about new areas in education, travel, health, etc. The club is community and service oriented, being involved in Dollars For Scholars and the Friendship Shop. The Club recently celebrated their 70th anniversary. Then we have the History Center women, Phyllis LeBeau, Irene Fuller, Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Joyce Miles, Margaret Kastler, and Rita Rombach, who volunteer their time and services preserving the history of this town and its villages. (These are just examples of the contributions of women from our community and by no means cover all of the important women of this community.)
The Historians Office will be moving to the medical center building on DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Simon Woodard, the photographer’s father, ca. 1905 (Dexter Woodard collection)

Simon Woodard is pictured in the backyard of the family home feeding the hens. Side and back yards were important work areas, where the chores of men and women overlapped. The hens were usually the responsibility of the mother and the egg money was hers to spend. The shed roof at left shades the grindstone.
While the deed search is an important part of the research for the upcoming farm book other resources can shed light on farming in Sandy Creek and Boylston. One such resource is the Agricultural Census record (1850 to 1880). The Agricultural censuses, is a supplement to the more well-known population census reports, grouping people first by state, then county and township. This census can fill the gap for missing land or tax documents and point researchers toward related resources like deeds, mortgages and probate records. 

The 1850 census included the name of the owner/renter, the value of the farm’s equipment and machinery, an inventory of the livestock, crops produces that year and the total value of the farm. By 1880, costs associated with such things as construction of new buildings, repairing fences and wages paid to laborers was added. However, not every farm was counted. In 1850, farms producing less than $100 worth of products were excluded. The cut-off in 1880 was farms of less than three acres and/or $500 worth of products. 

Agricultural censuses were also conducted in 1890, 1900 and 1910. The 1890 records were destroyed by fire along with the population census of that year. Those taken in 1900 and 1910 were destroyed by Congressional order.

The following farms are listed in the 1917-1918 Farm Directory of Oswego County for Sandy Creek and Boylston with the kind of produce they sold. Remember, these are only a fraction of the farms that are listed in the 1917-1918 farm book and examples of the products they produced and sold. “C. E. Upton Farm” owned by Clarence Upton, sold milk and produce; “Waggoner Dairy” owned by Edward and Mina Waggoner, sold milk, pork and poultry; “H. E. Root Stock Farm” Edward A. and Frances Wardwell worked on shares and sold milk, stock and poultry; “C. E. Weed Dairy” owned by Charles E. and Frances Weed, sold milk; “Pine Grove” owned by Carl E. and Rose Whitford, sold milk, stock and poultry; “Orchard-Knoll” owned by Marshall P. and Estella Wilder, sold milk, potatoes, eggs; “Deer Creek Stock and Poultry” owned by Thos. F. and Bertha Wilder, sold milk, poultry and eggs; “George Winegar Farm” owned by George Winegar, sold produce.
The Historians Office will be moving to the medical center building on DeMott Street soon for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: General Crushed Stone Sand Conveyor
General Crushed Stone Gravel Pit, Hanson, LTD, written by Betty McDougal – former employee

The Lacona Gravel Pit is located east of the NYC railroad track in Lacona. The original ownership of the Pit is not known.  In the 1900’s, around 1915, the gravel pit was bought by a young entrepreneur in 1928 named Ormsby who came from Chicago.  He developed the property and in 1929 sold it to General Crushed Stone Co. which, was a family corporation from Pennsylvania.  They continued to develop and to buy the adjoining farms on the North Ridge road.  They bought the acreage and left the farmers with their homes and out buildings and enough land to shield them from the every day mining operations.  Presently the Pit owns approximately 780 acres, from the Jefferson County line north and south to the Miller road.

This land is made up of glacial till.  Thousands of tons of sand and gravel have been shipped via train and truck to locations all over the state.  The gravel has special qualities for high friction crushed stone that is approved by NY State D.O.T. to use in Black top on their highways.  The sand was used for the nuclear plants in Oswego and many other big building and highway project.  
One of their customers was Alpha Portland Cement Co. who they shipped to for many years.  Some of the trucking companies included Clark, Marcinko, Tobin, Santaro, Borrello, Onondaga Ready Mix, Northern Aggregates and many local truckers, such as Ed and Dan Robbins, Clarence Fravor, Pulaski Ready Mix, Erwin Wood, Bob Bachar, Mark Harvey.  No job was too big or too small.

The Pit employed many local people.  It was very hard work and seasonal. For many years the pit operated day and night to wash enough sand to supply their large orders. A conveyor system was used to bring material to be processed from West of the Ridge road.  This conveyer ran under the road and had to be tended constantly.  Some times the belt broke or ripped.  In that case there was a shutdown and a mad scramble to make the repair.  Some of the employees were Bill Hinds, Plant Supervisor, from the start of General Crushed Stone ownership until 1960.  Lou Johnson was the plant foreman at that time and Wilbur VanGeison was loader operator.  Jim Dana started in 1941.  He and Harwood Donahue and Leon Claflin worked in the Quarry loading raw material to be processed, Bob Obleman, Don, Jim and Hal McDougall. and Jim Ridgeway. Jim, Don Ridgeway’s father worked there in 1929 when he got hurt in one of the conveyor lines.  Clem Ridgeway, Dawn Lindsey’s grandfather, and Fritz Peter are few of the local men who worked there.  Ginny Chrisman was the Plant Clerk from 1950 to 1955, which is where she met her husband, Fritz.  The following clerk was Aida Hilton until 1976.  In 1977, Betty Mcdougall had the position until 1994.  Bill Reid was the working plant Superintendent after Bill Hinds retired.  He and Harold VanEpps loaded product to be shipped out.  At that time things had slowed down to indicate that the plant might close.

They hired Mike Kastler, Dale Reid and A. Eldridge who operated the crusher. Currently, they are crushing the “Waste Piles”, the stone left over after they washed out the sand for shipping.  The “Waste Piles” accumulated for years before “The Land Reclamation Act.”  General Crushed Stone was purchased by “Koppers Corp.” in 1970’s.  In the late 1980’s Beazer PLC, an English Co., purchased “Koppers Corp. in a hostile takeover.

The next year Beazer PLC. sold to Hanson LTD.   Hanson decided a few years later to require that General Crushed Stone Co. be called “Hanson”. Therefore all the signs were changed.  Hanson, LTD currently only crushes stone and only a few employees are working at the Lacona Plant.  Currently, the company pays taxes on all this land and keeps mining permits, which are kept current for future use of the land.  Who knows what the future holds.

I talked to Dale Reed who worked at General Crushed Stone for 30 years and he stated that for the past 3 to 4 years not in operation.
The Historians Office will be moving to the medical center building on DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Blount-Parker Employees Recreation building “BPE” 
This view of the Blount Parker Employees Recreation building was taken in the early 1950’s and is reproduced from a post card published by the William Jubb Company of Syracuse. The “BPE” was built by the Blount Parker Employees organization in 1948, opening for their use in December of that year.  The building is 60 feet wide by 114 feet long with an arched roof of wood laminated rafters, and a two story brick veneer front. The completed building provided room for four bowling alleys in the basement with locker rooms for men and women. The auditorium seated about 300, and had a stage and movie equipment. In front of the auditorium on the main floor were a lounge, lobby, billiard room, service room, and kitchen facilities. On the second floor, above these rooms, is an apartment with a living room, dinette, kitchen, two bedrooms and bath. 

Sandy Creek News: December 9, 1948: Employees of the Blount Lumber Company and the Blount-Parker Corporation, with their families, to the number of 200, attended the employees opening of the new Blount Parker Employees Recreation Center Wednesday evening. H. Judson Holt, a trustee of the Blount Employees Trust, opened the ceremonies with an acknowledgment to the Blount-Parker family for the facilities and possibilities available to the employees in this new center, commenting that the best way to show appreciation would be by the continual use of the facilities. With the completion of the formal program, sandwiches, ice cream and coffee were served from the modern soda bar and the evening was then turned over to the employees who immediately began to put the recreational facilities into use until the party broke up at midnight.

The public grand opening was held January 21, 1949. W.S. Metchik was the first manager; Mel and Marie Gammons followed and later Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bettinger became managers. 

The bowling alleys were closed down in 1971 due to the high cost or replacing the equipment which was becoming worn. The building was used for school activities; the Village Players used the stage and auditorium since the formation of the theatre group in 1966.

Because of a state ruling that each town must have a town hall for local court and government meetings, the Town of Sandy Creek bought the building at a cost of $30,000. Alvin Krakau, then Town Supervisor, stressed that the same liberal policy, as in the past, will allow local organizations the use of the building. 
Today, 61 years later, the town hall is in need of major renovations which will begin soon. 

The Historians Office will be moving to the medical center building on DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: John Knollin Farm

Today’s obituaries do not hold a candle to the ones from the 19th century. They were informative and colorful and added great information for the family researcher. In this column I share two I came across while researching for the farm book.

One example of a colorful obituary is that of John R. Knollin. His obituary follows: John R. Knollin was born in Elsington, Devonshire, England, May 14, 1814 and died in Sandy Creek February 7, 1898. He was a son of Richard and Sarah Knollin who came to America in 1827 with their family of eight children, consisting of four sons and four daughters, only one of which remains, Richard M. Knollin of Sandy Creek. Having spent six weeks in making the voyage across the Atlantic, landing in New York, they proceeded to Madison County, where they lived or rented farms for six years. The father had ever been a miller in his native country; hence farming was a new occupation to the family. 

In 1833 the family removed to Sandy Creek on the farm where Mr. John  Knollin passed the remainder of his life. Here he assisted his father and brother Richard in clearing the land for a future home. The father died in 1848.

In 1840 John was married to Elizabeth Near, and to them were born seven children, one son and six daughters, all of whom together with ten grandchildren survive him except one daughter, Mrs. E. L. Sargent, who died in 1873.

Simple and domestic in his life he was ever sacrificing his time and strength for the comfort and welfare of his family. He was just and honorable in all relations with his fellow men. Loving and sympathetic in his disposition, kind and affectionate in all his ways his memory will ever be cherished as precious by his family who have suffered an irreparable loss. His funeral was attended at his late residence on February 10 by his numerous friends and relatives. The services were conducted by Rev. M. G. Seymour. 

Another example is that of Horace Scripture who died November 17, 1897. His obituary follows: One by one our old and respected citizens are passing away. The declaration of Holy Writ is true that “One generation passeth away and another cometh.” The friends we were wont to meet and the neighbors, with whom we used to associate years ago, are today, many of them, occupying graves in our cemeteries. In the death of Horace Scripture, our village lost one of its oldest landmarks, and one who had been prominent in connection with all the enterprises which have made our village what it is today. 

He was born in Sandy Creek, April 19, 1820, and the seventy-seven years of his life were spent in this village. His parents were among the town’s pioneers, moving here from New Hampshire, when the country was a wilderness. Besides a widow, one son Reuben and an adopted daughter, Elizabeth survives him. He died Wednesday, November 17, 1897, of cancer of the stomach. His funeral was held the following Friday at his late residence, Rev. T. T. Davies, officiating, internment in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

The departed was a staunch Republican and was elected by his party to fill town and county offices. In his younger days he was a recognized leader and did much to advance the interest and prosperity of his party. During his sickness, though often in great pain, he did not murmur nor complain, but with patience and submission acknowledged the hand of his Heavenly Father, who doeth all things well. 
The Historians Office will be moving to the medical center building on DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Lacona Business District

Pathfinder Bank is celebrating 150 years. On March 24, 1859 Pathfinder Bank was incorporated and is the oldest institution in Oswego County. On May 28, 1859 the bank opened with Thomas Kingsford as bank president. 

In 1859 Charles Darwin wrote “Origin of Species”, James Buchanan was President of the United States and the United States was on the verge of a great Civil War. 

In Sandy Creek it had been 56 years since the pioneers came to the area; the Oswego County Fair was in its second year; the town of Sandy Creek, known for a time as “Washingtonville” was formed with its present boundaries 34 years earlier; the California Block was new to the town and joined the busy Main Street arena, its extreme height and size for the times caused people to come from miles around to inspect it during construction; and the first newspaper, the Sandy Creek Times, was only 3 years away.

Banking in Sandy Creek/Lacona began with Oren R. Earl who built the brick block (Sargent Block) on North Main Street, Sandy Creek. The bank was known as the Earl & Newton Bank and later Oren R. Earl Bank. At the death of Earl (1901) the unincorporated private bank was closed. By 1912 The First National Bank of Lacona opened an office in what is today the Lorice Apartment building. 
Today the bank is located on the south side of Harwood Drive in the commercial center of the Village of Lacona. The building was built in 1922-1923 for the town’s only bank, an important locally owned and operated institution (until 1964) that contributed to the economic stability and growth of the town. The bank was founded in 1912 by a group of local businessmen, including Charles M. Salisbury, who is also associated with the Charles M. Salisbury House and the First Baptist Church. Mr. Salisbury, who became vice president of the bank in 1912, president in 1927 and chairman of the board in 1932, was a revered leader in the community. He was shot to death in an attempted robbery at the bank in 1936, the most notorious event in the history of the town. As a result, a complete bandit barrier system was installed in the interior including bullet-proof glass teller cages, with electrified steel spikes above. Transactions were completed using a closed stainless steel turntable. The bandit barrier system was removed in 1964, after Merchants National Bank purchased the bank and remodeled the interior. (Research indicates that the bank was owned by Onbank & Trust Co. in 1992)
In May 2002 Pathfinder Bank announced the purchase of Cayuga Bank’s Lacona Branch location. The bank retained all staff members and acquired $27 million in assets. 
The bank property was once a house lot, the house is the former Lounsbury home on Prospect Street. The house was moved about 1919 from its original location where the Pathfinder Bank now stands, and the lot was referred to for many years as the Village Park. The First National Bank wanted to expand from its original location in the east end of the present Lorice Apartments and the trustees of the village were persuaded to sell the park property to the bank where the sturdy brick edifice was constructed in 1922-23. The Coterie Club donated the clock and tower that is in front of the Bank at the time of the Centennial celebration in 1925. 
The History Center will have history displays pertaining to the Town of Sandy Creek at the Pathfinder Bank during the month of May to celebrate the banks 150 years of service. A pamphlet “Town of Sandy Creek Timeline” was created and will be available to the public for free.

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building on DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Pitt M. Newton

Today’s obituaries do not hold a candle to the ones from the 19th century. They were informative and colorful and added great information for the family researcher. In this column I share another obituary I came across while researching for the farm book.

P. M. Newton died Tuesday, September 28, 1897 and was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery; Rev. T. T. Davies and M. G. Seymour officiating. Men who are endowed with brilliant talents and who use them to help their fellowmen and glorify their God are not often found in this world of ours. Mediocrity is characteristic of the human family and most lives are narrow and selfish. The subject of this sketch did not belong to that class called “ordinary man.” Nature and education had prepared him to fill a larger sphere in life and exercise greater influence for good in the world than is allotted to the mass of mankind. In some respects he was head and shoulder above his fellows. In his death our village and community at large lost one of its most honored and respected citizens, one to whom the town had long been wont to look for counsel and leadership. 

Mr. Newton was born in Sandy Creek, May 2, 1825. With the exception of a few years spent in Mexico, NY, all of his life was spent here. His parents were Jotham and Sarah Ann (Titus) Newton, the ancestors of who emigrated from England to Connecticut, some time previous to the Revolutionary War. They immigrated to New York State in the earlier part of the present century, and first settled in Paris, Oneida County, from which place they moved to this town. Here they became familiar with the hardships and discomforts of pioneer life. The father became prominent in business and politics and conducted a farm, manufactured iron and filled the office of justice of the peace for fifteen years.

He represented this town on the board of supervisors for four terms and for many years filled the office of justice of the peace. At one time he was associated with the Earl & Newton Bank and acted as secretary of the Oswego County Farmers Insurance Company. He taught school six terms, engaged as a clerk and conducted a mercantile business for 35 years. Few did more than he did toward the erection and establishment of the Union High School of Sandy Creek, which has done untold good in the community. Every movement which tended to help the town found in him a friend and supporter and through his effort and foresight and a few others that our beautiful cemetery was secured for this town. 

June 16, 1850 he married Miss Huldah A., daughter of Levi and Louisa Matthews of Mexico, who survives him. Five sons and two daughters blessed this union Lillie, Cora, Clarence, Arthur, Harlan, Earl and Herbie. 

He was a man of excellent parts. His whole life private and public was above reproach. The integrity of his character and the sincerity of his purpose was never doubted. In all his dealings with men he was honest, upright and just. He was so absolutely honest, so candid, his judgment so good and his temperament so mild and tender, that everyone with whom he came in contact felt his influence. His character was noted for its symmetry. It would be hard to tell which was his predominate characteristic. He was a man of business yet he loved literature; he was interested in politics and yet did not neglect religious truths and theological problems. “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

The History Center will have history displays pertaining to the Town of Sandy Creek at the Pathfinder Bank during the month of May to celebrate the banks 150 years of service. A pamphlet “Town of Sandy Creek Timeline” was created and will be available to the public for free.

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building on DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Stevens Cemetery

This early (1925) newspaper article tells the story of how the Orwell Road (Co. Rt. 22) came to have a cemetery, and where some early Sandy Creek families settled.

Among the early settlers of the town of Sandy Creek on the Orwell Road were three brothers, Ashbel, Levi and Seth Porter, Levi living across the road from Claude Porter; Ashbel on the hill north of the cemetery and Seth at that time across the road from the house built by Henry Stevens and now owned by Floyd H. Stevens. Also, two Salisbury brothers, Daniel and Reuben, Daniel living on the hill north of the schoolhouse in District No. 5 and Reuben on the farm south, lately owned by Stevens Brothers of Liverpool, N.Y. Two Stevens’s brothers, Ezra and Peter were from New England. In 1818 Peter Stevens bought of his brother Ezra his dwelling which is part of the house now owned and occupied by Freeman Davis. 

In the spring of 1825, Ezra Stevens while planting corn with a neighbor on the land now occupied by the Orwell Road Cemetery (today Stevens Cemetery) said that when he died he wanted to be buried on that hill. He died July 4, 1825 and was the first to be buried in that cemetery, where many of the descendents of these early settlers now rest. 

Among residents of the Orwell Road and vicinity were four families of Harding’s occupying the places now owned by Ira Lounsbury, Jay Bettinger and the Soule families, also Deacon Asa Carpenter, grandfather of Rev. E. D. Carpenter, Amasa Carpenter on the place now owned by John Crandall. Freeman Davis, with six sons from Nathan to George W.; Jeremiah Mead, whose seventh son, Stephen P. was called Doc, with two brothers younger; Emery Bartlett, where Claude Porter now is, Harlow Stevens and Ashbel B. Stevens, where now Freeman Davis resides. Miles Blodgett on (the) east road by tannery, with E. Goff and William G. Rich just beyond; Truman Salisbury next to the schoolhouse; John W. Porter and Benj. Covey, south of the schoolhouse, Lorenzo Salisbury and John Porter (short John to distinguish him from Long John W.); Carlton Durfee, where E. C. Keene now lives and William Hinman on (the) hill this side of Trout Brook. 

All these have passed to the great beyond of which so much is said and so little known and their descendents scattered from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.

The Stevens Cemetery book is ready to be published except for the map of the cemetery which I have been unable to complete due to health issues. I hope to have this book out soon which will be the third in a series of abandoned cemetery books published through the History Center office. Please be patient as I want to make this map as accurate as possible. As with the other books a picture of each gravestone and a brief genealogy pertaining to that person or family is included.

One of my major goals as historian was to honor our military veterans and document early settlers for future generations. The five military books and three cemetery books have been a labor of love as well as the gravestones placed last year at Pioneer Cemetery in memory of Stephen Lindsey and Jonathan Thrasher. 

Al Johnston and the VFW members are putting flags out on veteran’s gravestones and in some cases new markers that hold the flags. Call them if you can be of service.

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building on DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Greene Point Marina

Greene Point, before its development as a summer resort, was part of the farm holdings of the Goodenough estate, and was that section of the present town of Sandy Creek which was originally held by Stephen Lindsey, one of the two white settlers who were the first to clear the land in this town in 1803. The Goodenough settlement included the Goodenough School, Goodenough Methodist Church, a feed and saw mill, a hotel and the large Goodenough homestead, the home of Dorothy LeClair and the Elk farm. The holdings included four farms, part of which included a section of the present Elms Golf Course, another part Greene Point and the Goodenough Settlement around the area of the intersection of Weaver, Scott, Carter and Staplin Roads just east of the Scenic Highway (Rt. 3). 

I contacted Chery Yerdon for more information on the family business and she shared the following: “Greene Point received its name from Captain Lindsey Greene, who inherited the farm from his mother, Mrs. Lestine Lindsey Dailey Greene (2nd marriage George Washington Greene), who was the daughter of Nancy (Goodenough) and William S. Lindsey. The property now known as Greene Point had a splendid ridge of Chestnut trees and afforded good pasture for cattle. At that time the area was known as Ontario Bay, not Sandy Pond as we know it today. Captain Lindsey Greene was an entrepreneurial spirit and with his bride Faith (Robbins) Greene built three large cottages on Greene Point about 1905, each housed eight to ten people. Patrons were picked up in Lacona by horse and carriage in the early days to enjoy the lovely breezes on the Pond. The cottages were complete with newly furnished iron beds, springs and mattresses, an ice box in each cottage and were daily delivered a block of ice that had been cut the winter before and stored in the saw dust of the Ice House.”  

“By 1915, Captain Greene began to travel from Ellisburg, Mannsville, Orwell, Lacona, Sandy Creek, Adams, Henderson and Redfield to entertain folks with his traveling silent movie shows, like “The Witch of Salem Town”, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”, “The Lass of the Lumberland” and “The Perils of Pauline.” To add drama Alice Bacon would accompany the movies playing the piano.” 

“The family summered on Sandy Pond under the chestnut groves and wintered on any one of the five boats that the Captain Greene owned. He, his wife and two daughters, Christine and Clairene, would travel south on, gathering marine curiosities to bring back, everything from baby hammerhead sharks to a 45’, 15 ton sea monster (sperm whale). Upon their return to Greene Point Captain Lindsey built a “museum” to house all the curiosities. The family built a home by Route 3 in the 1940s. After Captain Greene’s death his wife, Faith, continued to run Greene Point with the help of their daughters Christine and her husband R. J. Sawyer and Clairene and husband Jack Scrandon. R. J. Sawyer’s vision for Greene Point came from places he’d seen in south Florida; cottages and mobile homes are situated on canals for waterfront living.” 

For more than 109 years Greene Point has remained in the family to the delight of all ages. Your hosts, Linda Goodnough and family, Brian and Cathy Goodnough and Cheryl Yerdon continue to expand the family business with their Mobile Home Park and marina.    

Steve Kappesser has asked me to post this notice in my column: "If you would like your Sandy Pond memory posted on the "Sandy Pond Memories weblog", just send it to me (Steve K.). Photos are encouraged.

skappesser@hotmail.com. Title the email "SANDY POND MEMORY" in capital letters to get my attention, thanks. I would especially like memories / stories from Sandy Creek Central School Alumni. Our Alumni Banquet is coming up on June 26th. Any former students who enjoyed Sandy Pond are welcome to send me their memories of their good times at the Pond. Send photos too. Stephen Kappesser, Joppa, Maryland."

Sandy Creek Boy Scout Troop 830 will be placing flags on veterans graves at Woodlawn and Sandy Creek/Boylston Wesleyan Cemetery on Tuesday May 19th. 

The History Center wishes to express heartfelt sympathy to the family of Mildred “Millie” Reid. Millie died recently and her death is a great loss to the community. Her work in documenting Boylston history as well as Revolutionary War soldiers from Oswego County is her gift to all of us. Millie and I were DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) sisters and have worked together on many projects over the years. She took an active part in the Pioneer Cemetery Memorial Dedication of the Lindsey and Thrasher gravestones last May and was so pleased that these two Revolutionary War soldiers were honored for their service to our country. You will be missed by many, Millie, especially by me. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building on 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Sitting: Ellsworth Barber; Front row: Fay Reid, Margaret Kastler, Lonnie Crast, Ernie Claflin, Jack Killam, Stratt Killam, Dave Lizotte, ?, Oscar Grossman, Albert Johnston, Victor Potish
Back Row: Keith Wilder, Norman Widrig, Rupert Collins, Lawrence Goins, John Munson and Carl Ridgeway

May 25, we as a nation observe Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, as a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation’s service. I remember the great day last year when we had the gravestone dedication ceremony for Revolutionary War soldiers Stephen Lindsey and Jonathan Thrasher at Pioneer Cemetery in the Good(e)nough District of Sandy Creek. Please take a moment to thank a veteran, our firemen, EMT”s and NYS police/sheriffs departments for their service to this town and our country.
The next military book will document the service of our men and women from 1960 to those currently serving in the military. The other military books covered the Revolutionary War, World War I, World War II “All Gave Some, Some Gave All”, Veterans from 1945 to 1960 “Freedom is not Free” and we want to document the next generation fighting for our freedom. A Civil War book is planned.

These are the names we have so far: Vietnam-Kuwait-Bosnia/Kosovo-Iraq Freedom-Afghanistan and soldiers who served after 1960: J. Van Brocklin, G. Stowell, G. Ripple, R. Reed, C. Miles, A. Johnston, P. Grant, J. Crast, A. Wart, C. Baker, B. Baker, S. Bellinger, T. Carr, : M. Phelps, M. Rossman, B. Rio, R. Riostriado, M.C. Shifflett, J. Pitcher, R. Pfeieffer, K. Stevens, A. Lindsey, W. & G. Rattray, S. Green, G. Amyotte, F. Caufield, R. Brown, T. Brown, R. Blount, B. Comstock, D. Cowan, T. Wallace, G. Chrisman, L. Crast, T. Bentley, J. Crast, J. Didden, R. Ellis, E. Hanrahan R. Gibbs, P. Grant, T. Jones, G. Kastler, D. George, S. Gove, D. Leighton, D. LizotteF. Manchester, W. McDougal, G. Mauer, S. Miller, S. Miller, T. Morrie, J. Munson, W. Perkins, A. Potter, R. Presley, S. Sattler, P. Skufua, J. Tanner, C. Taylor, K. Tompkins, R. Wilder, G. Yerdon, M. Bachar, A. Brown, R. Cooper, J. Brown, C. Bush, R. Darby, P. Shirley, T. Goodnough, J. Pitcher, P. Kelly, T. Hunter, P. Thomas, D. Miller, R. Miller, T. Brown, J. Vance.

Just because we have your name we may have nothing else on your service so please call me for additions and corrections. Thank you! The information I need is a photo, birth date, schooling, dates of service, military branch, rank, medals, your parents and spouse/children and a brief oral history of your service. I can mail a form to fill out if needed. These books are for the community and future generations. If your veteran was not in a previous military book he/she can be added to this book in an addendum. 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building on 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Hotel Comfort was built and operated by the Joseph Sniper family who also operated the Sniper Roller-Rink; from 1950-1953 Earl Mills owned Hotel Comfort; in 1953 the owner was Joseph Ferreira; in 1968 Mr. Ferreira sold the business to Frank Casco and in 1970 the Comfort Hotel and nearby dance pavilion burned and was not rebuilt

A little pond history: Sandy Pond/Ontario Bay/North Pond/Big Pond is one of several glacial ponds located along that portion of the eastern end of Lake Ontario lying between Selkirk and Southwick’s Beach. Sandy Pond is roughly five miles long and three miles wide with all but the northern end located in Oswego County. It is at this point the Lake and Ponds are bordered along the shore by sand dunes, which run for nearly five miles. A channel draining both North and South Ponds breaks the dunes in the middle.

The Pond is fed by several creeks located on the other shores. With only the original outlet as a drain into the lake, it must have been a very muddy, weedy body of water, truly named a pond. Wigwam Cove was the earliest name for the western shore of the Pond, most appropriate as it is thought to have been the site of an Indian Village located near the old Wigwam Hotel. This western shore and adjoining lakeshore were fishing grounds for the Onondagas.

In October 1675, Samuel De Champlain, French troops and about 300 Huron Indians marched against the Iroquois nation with the plan to subjugate them and secure their domain to the French. Champlain writes of crossing the St. Lawrence River, proceeding southward toward the enemy’s country. The Indians with him concealed their canoes in the woods near the bank. “We traveled by land about four leagues over a sandy plain, where I observed a very pleasing and fine country, watered by numerous small streams (Oswego County) and two little rivers which empty into said lake, and a number of ponds and prairies, where there was an infinite quantity of game, a great many vines and fine trees, vast numbers of chestnuts, the fruit of which was yet in the shell. It is quite small but well flavored.” (Oswego County History 1895)

Sandy Pond was for years the favorite fishing and hunting ground of the Five Nations, largely the Oneida Indians, so in the 19th century and more so in the 20th century, it has become a favorite recreations spot for many hundreds of people.

In the summer of 1803 a new sound was echoing across the water, the ring of the white man’s ax as small clearings were being made in the wilderness. In that year Stephen Lindsey, William Skinner and the Noyes families came here with household goods loaded upon ox-sleds along the scarcely opened State Road through Redfield and Boylston. 

Stephen Lindsay, went through Ellisburg, where there were already a few settlements, but finally located on the flat in the extreme northwest corner of the present town of Sandy Creek, about half a mile from the great pond which occupies the western part of that town. As near as can be determined, the first settlement in the Town of Sandy Creek, along with that of William Skinner which was made east of the Village of Lacona, was somewhere on the flat land between Lindsey and Skinner Creeks. The Noyes family settled on the Ridge Road (Rt. 48). 
During the month of May my thought always go to our veterans and the sacrifice they have made for our freedom. Please take a moment to thank a veteran for their service to this country. 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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June 12,  2009
Photo: Captain George Henry Best “Lone Hermit of Sandy Pond”

One of the interesting people long connected with Sandy Pond was Captain George W. Best, who before his death came to be known as the Lone Hermit of Wigwam Cove. Everyone who visited Sandy Pond in the late 1880s and the early part of the 20th century came to know Captain Best, an expert fisherman, who was familiar with all the good fishing grounds. Before the advent of the motor boat, a visit to Sandy pond was not complete without a sail in Captain Best’s sailboat. 


Captain Best, son of Stephen Edward and Gertrude (Hornbeck) Best, was born in East Greenwich, Rhode Island on January 24, 1827 and died alone in his cabin on Seeber Shore in the winter of 1923. He came to Sandy Pond when he was 45 and made it his home until his death more than half a century later. When he was sixteen he first sailed on salt water with his father’s brother, Francis Best, on a whaling voyage of three years and ten months duration, rounding Cape Horn and refitting at Madagascar.


When 45 years of age, Captain Best, while sailing the Great Lakes, first stopped at Sandy Pond for fishing and hunting, staying with Lysander Learned at the Outlet House, the only resort of its kind along the shore. The next season, Captain Bests’ Uncle, Jacob Best, bought the Outlet House property and built the hotel which has since been several times remodeled, rebuilt and finally torn down.


While Captain Best was often called a hermit, he was far from being a recluse; enjoying the companionship of the many fishermen who sought him out. During the later years of his life he lived in a cabin on Seeber Shore, provisions having been made by the will of the late Abner Sprague who owned the shore and the camp which would remain in the possession of Best as long as he lived. One winter Editor of the Sandy Creek News, F. Dudley Corse visited Captain Best at his cabin and found him with fourteen cats and a dog and rather short of provision. He remarked that Captain Best might prefer quarters near other inhabitants, but Best felt that he would rather abide his time where he had lived over half a century until the final summons comes; realizing that after a long seafaring life, he would not be content far from the sound of the waves. 


So it was that he went to his long rest as he had lived, alone in his cabin on Seeber Shore. Realizing that he was fast fading, a neighbor had been with him the night before his death and again that morning, but had stepped out for a short absence and upon returning, found him gone. Curled on the foot of the bed was the dog, his constant companion. The larder of Captain Best bore abundant evidence of the good will of the people of nearby cottages on Ontario Bay who had stocked the Best camp with jellies and canned goods as they left for home the previous fall. So he left the shores he had grown to love so well for his last resting place, a plot already provided in the Pulaski Cemetery, where a stone bore the date of his birth and name. 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Outlet House on Sandy Pond

When early picnic parties from Sandy Creek went to the “Lake” they often drove by horse and carriage to the “Outlet.” This was at the junction of North and South Ponds and so called because it was near where the outlet from the Pond into the Lake was then located. A house stood here, known as the Outlet House, operated in the early days by Lysander Learned. About 1872 Jacob Best, Uncle of George Best (known as the hermit of the Wigwam Cove) bought the Outlet House. Then it was purchased and operated for forty years by Eugene Bartlett, father of Perry Bartlett. Later Byron Bassinger and Frank Tryon ran the Outlet House. The Syracuse YMCA bought the property after Mr. Tryon died and operated a summer camp for boys on the site for several years. Afterward it was bought by Donald Munroe of Camillus who tore down most of the old Outlet House. Now the property is the site of the Schuster’s Trailer park.

On June 2, 2009 the Sandy Creek History Center lost another friend when Perry W. Hastings, 105, resident of Pulaski died. Perry was born August 5, 1903, in Sandy Creek, the son of Eugene and Carolyn (Haven) Hastings. He lived in Lacona from 1903 until 1920, when he moved to Pulaski. He graduated from Pulaski Academy High School in 1922 and attended Syracuse University. Perry was married to Dorothy (Lilley) Hastings for 76 years, from September 10, 1927, until she passed away September 1, 2003. He enjoyed traveling, was an avid reader and writer, and took up golf in retirement. He shared his memories of Lacona in 1910 that appeared in the Village of Lacona 125 Years of History book written in 2005. “Imagine if you can the Lacona of 1910 -- a village with no paved streets, no connecting paved or blacktopped roads, no electricity, and of course no television or radio.  Automobiles were few and an uncertain means of transportation, and in any event were used in the north-country only in summer.  But we had rail service--four local passenger trains each way per day operating between Syracuse and Watertown with connections at Richland for Oswego on the west and Rome and Utica to the south-east with overnight sleeper service to New York.  And the rails brought out freight -- everything we did not grow or produce locally -- and carried away our products -- the milk from local dairies did not grow or produce locally -- and carried away our products -- the milk from local dairies, cheese from our cheese factories, flooring and other wood products from the burgeoning Blount enterprise, and in season, strawberries, melons, and even hay from some of our busy and productive farms.”
As we are researching military veterans who served during the period of 1960 to present day, including Vietnam-Kuwait-Bosnia/Kosovo-Iraq Freedom-Afghanistan we ask for help from the families and friends to identify, share information and photographs for the book. The other books, World War I, World War II and 1945 to 1960, were made easier because of old newspapers and obituaries, all of which are not available to us with this book. 

William Ralph Farmer, who served in the Navy 1962-1968 on the ship U.S.S. Eugene A. Greene brought his photo and information in along with a picture of the ship he served on. He knows there are other men who were not on the list I put in my May 29th column but unless family and friends come forward I would have no way of knowing who they are. I’d appreciate any and all help to ensure an accurate and complete accounting for this book.

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Horse and buggies line up to bring people to the fair at Sandy Creek, ca. 1910

August 29, 1936, Sandy Creek News: Local Woman Recalls Trip To Fair in Oxcart! Memories of her attendance at one of the earliest Sandy Creek fairs seventy years or more ago and the spill which she and other members of her family took when the oxcart in which they were riding tipped over on the corner in Lacona are retained by Mrs. Foster Pratt of this community. Mrs. Pratt, then Evelyn Marsh, was only a small girl but she well remembers the exciting events of that day; the hurry to get started for the fair early in the morning from her home on the Hogsback Road near Orwell, with old and young crowding into the oxcart of a neighbor, Albert Potter; how on the corners just east of Lacona the ordinarily placid oxen became frightened at something and started running; the wagon hit a hole or a stump along the rutted road and overturned, throwing out its occupants who had been seated on rough boards placed the length of the wagon. 

Her step-father, Samuel Lester, had two ribs broken and some of the older folks were badly shaken up and frightened. They sent the little girl into the house where Frank Hale now lives to ask the family for water, and she remembers that the owners of the house would not trust a child with the dipper but went along with her to see that they got it back. 

On the fairgrounds they found other ox teams; in fact there were more oxen than there were horses, for only the well-to-do could afford the latter. The only buildings were a few sheds where live stock, fruits and vegetables were exhibited, and she does not recall there were any amusement features. Nevertheless, the Sandy Creek even then was a big event in this section and those who attended were the envy of their less fortunate neighbors. 

The 152nd Oswego County Fair is scheduled Wednesday, July 1 to Sunday, July 5. I need help manning the booth at the Heritage Building this year to sit, take names and answer questions or get names and phone numbers so I can return calls and answer questions. In the past I worked every day but due to health issues will be unable to do so this year. If you can help for a couple of hours during the day please contact me. The booth will feature the upcoming farm book and veterans book as we are looking for information. Life in Sandy Creek over the past 100 years will be depicted on poster boards. Many of our published local history books will be on sale, including the much anticipated Stevens Cemetery book. Please stop by the Heritage Building and visit the displays and history presented by Sandy Creek and other towns in Oswego County.
The recent deaths of Judy Miller and Jack Parker have been a great loss to the History Center. Judy was beautiful inside and out and was one of the first to welcome me as historian and offered to help in any way she could. We extend our deepest sympathy to her family and especially Jill and Bryan. 

Jack Parker, friend and history buff, died at home on June 11th. Jack and wife Bonnie came to my office many times and stopped by the Sandy Creek booth at the County Fair every year to visit and share memories. We will miss his good natured banter and extend our deepest sympathy to Bonnie and family. 

As we are researching military veterans who served during the period of 1960 to present day, including Vietnam-Kuwait-Bosnia/Kosovo-Iraq Freedom-Afghanistan we ask for help from the families and friends to identify, share information and photographs for the book. Veterans should have attended school, lived here or worked here to be included in this book. The other books, World War I, World War II and 1945 to 1960, were made easier because of old newspapers and obituaries, all of which are not available to us with this book. Call if you can help.

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Sandy Pond pic
Steve Kappesser contacted me a few weeks ago about a news article that was published in the Sandy Creek News “Four Teenagers Swim Across Pond” dated July 18, 1968. Steve has a “Sandy Pond Memories blog and wanted to add this article to it. I found it and sent it along. Here is his response.

Thank you so much Charlene! The news story erred in that we ended (not started) our swim at Scotty's Boat Livery. We started the swim along the opposite shore due east, where the "Ghost Channel" appeared one year (see the Sandy Pond Memories Blog). Let me tell you what the story doesn't say. The news story doesn't say that I was coached intensely by my older brother Kip all the way across the Pond. Kip was in Dad's boat as a safety observer. We might have been kids but we weren't stupid. The story doesn't say that after about a half an hour of swimming my arms started cramping in a big way. I wanted to stop. I had to stop...I could barely stay afloat much less propel myself towards the goal. The story doesn't say that Kip yelled and cajoled me from the boat, saying anything to motivate me to ignore the cramps and keep going. (Some of it was nasty and I cannot repeat it to a lady). Of course I kept going somehow and I will never forget that grueling swim that day - probably one of the hardest things I had done up to that point...It took about 2 weeks for my arms to feel normal again. The 3 boys in my company were summer friends whose families had summer cottages on the Pond. Mickey Matvyak, Michael Savage, and Bill O'Connor were more athletic than I and recovered much quicker. I was no athlete and skinny as a rail. After this little trial, I consciously put on some muscle by working out during the year that followed. Funny thing is that I believe I could easily do it now, 41 years later, thanks to the Navy survival training, a lot of experience, and more mature upper body strength...It was so nice of you to research this for me. Thanks again! Best Regards, Steve
I was asked to speak to the 4th graders about local history and was delighted to do so. I did bring some hands-on items to make the talk a little more interesting, a War of 1812 cannon ball (with provenance), an early leather fire pail used to fight fires, Civil War boots worn by a Sandy Creek soldier, plates made at the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company ( a pre-cursor to paper plates made of wood and veneer), an arrowhead and stone Celt (tool) found at Sandy Pond,  a World War I gas Mask with picture of the soldier wearing it, a world map to show where Mt. Tambora is and explain how the eruption played a roll in the lives of people from Sandy Creek, and handed out packets with before and after photos of business in the town and villages, civil war and revolutionary war booklets and much more. Lainey wrote, “Thank you for teaching us about the Civil War. It was very interesting seeing all the names in the Civil War.” Josh wrote, “Thank you for letting us know about the wars and the museum. It was really fun! I bet the third grade will really love it next year.” Autumn wrote, “Thank you for teaching me about Sandy Creek in war time. I love history so now I know about my town history.” 
As we are researching military veterans who served during the period of 1960 to present day, including Vietnam-Kuwait-Bosnia/Kosovo-Iraq Freedom-Afghanistan we ask for help from the families and friends to identify, share information and photographs for the book. Veterans should have attended school, lived here or worked here to be included in this book. Call if you can help or need a military form.
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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July 10, 2009
Photo: Blount Horse Barn

The Blount horse barn on DeMott Street was taken down last week. I called Bob Parker for a little information and he says in 1937 he started working at Blount’s and his job was to load lumber onto the horse drawn wagons. The barn was strictly used to house equipment for the horses. 

Do you recognize any of these names: Caesar Rodney, George Clymer, Robert Treat Paine, Thomas Stone or William Paca? How about these: Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson and John Hancock? These are some of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence. The first, largest and most famous signature is that of John Hancock, President of the Continental Congress. The youngest signer was Edward Ruledge, age 26. Benjamin Franklin, age 70, was the oldest. Two future Presidents signed: John Adams and Thomas Jefferson.
The Declaration of Independence was adopted in final form on July 4, 1776, 233 years ago. It can be divided into three parts: a statement of principle concerning the rights of man and the legitimacy of revolution, a list of specific grievances against England’s King George III, and a formal claim of independence.

Drafted by Thomas Jefferson between June 11 and June 28, 1776, the Declaration of Independence is at once the nation's most cherished symbol of liberty and Jefferson's most enduring monument. It begins: “When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bonds which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 
Doug Vokes sent ma an e-mail about a previous article that appeared in my column about Hotel Comfort. “I enjoyed your article about this historic hotel. My family owned a cottage at Selkirk (Pine Grove) for forty years and we have many fine memories of Central, N.Y. I miss the lake – we have nothing like it out here. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: The Old House on the Hill
As I enter my ninth year as historian I like to recognize past historians for their contribution to preserving Sandy Creek history. Nannette Hamer, Art Wart, Sanford Wheeler, Marie Parsons, and Tammy Wheeler came before me and all had different interests and skills in preserving our history. In the next few columns I want to share “The Old House on the Hill” which was written by past historian Art Wart with credit for families and history of the area to Sanford Wheeler and assistance from William Wolanek and Nora Briggs. I share this with my readers because of the history it contains of our town, early homesteads and families. I hope you enjoy reading this as much as I did!

February 1979: Sandy Creek News: Driving East on the Boylston Center Road as you leave the North Ridge Road and leaving the scarred landscape resulting from the operations of the General Crushed Stone Company behind you, a wide panorama of hills and wooded area appears. As I proceed east, only a short distance, my eyes focus on the old frame house, standing alone on the North side and nearly on the crest of the first hill. For years the windows have been boarded up and the house has been un-occupied, but structurally it appears in excellent shape. The ridge of the roof is straight; the foundation must be in good condition, for a quick look at the corner boards tells you that they are plumb. Of course there are roof boards missing and gaps in the sides where clapboards have disappeared but if one considers the location as one that is wide open to the weather and especially to wind and heavy snow in winter, one thing seems certain, this house was built to last. Next one speculates as to the age of the house and wonders which one of our early craftsmen was the builder. 

My interest in this house goes back many years, actually to when I was about eight years old and living in the house in which I was born on North Main Street in the Village of Sandy Creek. My home was directly opposite the brick house now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Sellis and known to the old timers as the Salisbury home. 

It was many years later before I bothered to find out who Aunt Cynthia was and to prove that by reversing my position that the “Old House on the Hill” was nearly in a straight line, East to West with my home on North Main Street.

This past summer my interest in the “Old House on the Hill” was renewed. To my knowledge no one has taken a look, historically, at a house in this portion of our township with the exception of the Clarence Upton home, which is a bit farther east on the same road. From an architectural stand point, the “Old House on the Hill” is not unusual but I believe it has touched the lives of many of our early settlers and this I feel should be documented. A great deal of research has gone into what I will try and interestingly present as a true story. Before any details are revealed may I acknowledge research and notes furnished by Sanford Wheeler. 

The Oswego County History tells us that in 1803, one of our first settlers, William Skinner, settled at the upper end of what is now the Village of Lacona. Mr. Skinner’s location was not far from the “Old House on the Hill” which points out that this immediate area was the first to be settled in the township. In 1807 or 1808, Mr. Skinner sold his farm to Peter Whiteside and later the farm came into the Robbins family and is still owned by descendents of the original Robbins family. No further proof is needed to state that this area was the location of some of the town’s first settlers. 

To be continued….
I wish to thank Phyllis LeBeau, Rita Rombach, Maggie Kastler and Sally Bettinger for their help manning the Sandy Creek booth at the Oswego County Fair this past week. 
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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July 24, 2009
Photo: The “Red Brick House” Lacona, North Ridge Road (Rt. 22) was at one time the Blount Farm (Crownhurst Dairy) who delivered milk locally was built in 1824 for Barnabas Monroe. Other owners were R. H. Bristol (1889 map), James Hagen (1906), Abraham Pruyn, G. R. Blount (1920), C. E. Ellis (1931) and Edward Seweryneuk family

“The Old House on the Hill” continues with this column and was written by past historian Art Wart and appeared in the Sandy Creek News in February 1979. Wart credits Sanford Wheeler, William Wolanek and Nora Briggs for their assistance in researching for this paper. 

Wart continues: Careful study of the structural details of the “Old House on the Hill” and consideration of other known facts, is satisfactory evidence that it is the original structure on the site. It can be assumed that the house dates back to the mid 1830’s. The transition period where log homes were being replaced by frame houses is documented as 1820 to 1830. (Documentation – Landmarks of Oswego County) This data indicates the house is probably 143 years old. The builder was probably a member of either the Woodruff or Goodrich family. Both of these families produced some master craftsman of that period.

Prior to 1812, Samuel Goodrich, Sr. (1765-1852) left his farm in Frankfort, New York and came to Sandy Creek. He settled on and cleared most of the land on what later was known as the Monroe-Warner farm, present home of Harold Lewis. This was the residence of Barnabas Monroe, 2nd  (1810-1875) whose father Barnabas Monroe, Sr. (1775-1834) built the brick house on the North Ridge Road in 1824.

Laura (Hurd) Hale, the first white child born in the Town of Sandy Creek, was born on the Barnabas Monroe 2nd farm in February 1805. Her father Joseph Hurd came to Sandy Creek in 1804 and with William Skinner, built the first saw mill in the Town of Sandy Creek the same year that he came. In 1824, William Woodruff (1783-1851), his wife Anna F. (Goodrich) Woodruff (1787-1851) and family came from Schuyler, near Frankfort, New York and settled some distance east of the “Old House on the Hill.” The Woodruff homestead, being the present homestead of Mrs. Phillip Corse. It is felt that there was definitely a relationship of some sort in the construction between the “Old House on the Hill” and the beautiful old Woodruff house. The Woodruff house will remain separate now and be covered in a later account. 

It should be pointed out that the Woodruffs were a family of lumbermen and builders, especially noted was the son, Elisha Woodruff (1814-1903) who has been credited locally for his craftsmanship. Elisha who came to own the Woodruff homestead, is said to have taken part in the building of the homestead. It is interesting to note that Elisha Woodruff’s only daughter, Flora A., who died in 1878, married Edwin Goodrich (1842-1909), a son of Samuel Goodrich, 2nd (1804-1889); this appears to show that these two families had close bonds. 

Now it becomes necessary to bring in another early family in the same general location and this was the Briggs family who are known to have been here as early as 1833. Members of the Briggs family were to marry into both the Goodrich and Woodruff families. The Briggs owned land on the Center Road as well as to the north on what is now the Nellis Road. 
To be continued…..

History Center updates: As we are researching military veterans who served during the period of 1960 to present day, including Vietnam-Kuwait-Bosnia/Kosovo-Iraq Freedom-Afghanistan we ask for help from the families and friends to identify, share information and photographs for the book. Veterans should have attended school, lived here or worked here to be included in this book. Call if you can help or need a military form. 

The Stevens Cemetery book has been published and can be picked up at the Town Hall on DeMott Street, Lacona. The cost is $10. The book is complete with a map of the cemetery locating all found stones, pictures of the gravestones and a brief genealogy of the families buried there. 
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Historians’ Corner
July 31, 2009
Photo: Nellis Homestead

“The Old House on the Hill” continues with this column, was written by past historian Art Wart and appears in this column as it appeared in the  Sandy Creek News on February 28,1979. Historian Wart credits Sanford Wheeler, William Wolanek and Nora Briggs for their assistance in researching for this article.  

Wart continues: It is now necessary to refer to our earliest known map of the Town of Sandy Creek dated 1854. At this time (1854) we find that the entire north side of the Center Road to a point east of the Nellis Road was owned by the Goodrich and Woodruff families. 

It is William Goodrich who is shown on this map as living in the first house on the north side of the Center Road and just east of the North Ridge Road. It can be assumed that William Goodrich was the first occupant of the Old House on the Hill. To explore this neighborhood in more detail at this same time, Chauncey Goodrich was living just west of the Nellis Road intersection, between the Old House on the Hill and the Nellis Road and it shows that his land went east and joined the Woodruff house property which at that time was owned by Elisha Woodruff. Later Chauncey Goodrich moved to the south side of the Center Road and to land adjoining the property of Samuel Goodrich, 2nd and on this same site a bit later Samuel’s son Lorenzo Goodrich and his wife Catherine (Wart) Goodrich continued to live. Then, up the road and east of the Woodruff house and on the north side of the Center Road was Elam Goodrich who built the Woodruff District Schoolhouse that still stands. The only other families on the south side of the Center Road as far as the Snyder Road corner were Pierce and Wood. Two of these homes were just off the North Ridge Road and between the Ridge Road and the present home of William Wolanek. The second house of these two was the home of Benjamin and Rebecca Pierce and the one nearest the Ridge Road was Walter Pierce whom we feel could have been a son of Benjamin and Rebecca Pierce. The Wood family mentioned above as being on the south side of the Center Road, were living in a home on the corner of the Center and Snyder Roads. This home was identified only as “A. Wood” and no information could be found relating to A. Wood. A guess would be Arvilla Wood (1813-1879) who is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. It should be mentioned that near the property designated as A. Wood there was another short road, leading north from the Center Road and at the end of this road there was a home marked, L. Chase. 

Before following this early period with later families and homes I believe that Sanford E. Wheeler’s comment of this area in the early days should be mentioned. “Not only in the ownership of property and dwellings did these early families of Goodrich and Woodruff spill over onto the south side of the Center Road, one might even say, in fact, that as property owners, the Goodrich family was to the Center Road in the early days what the Hadley family was to the Hadley Road and upper Lake Road. Yet, toady as with so many of our early families, you might not find either the name Goodrich or Hadley listed in our local telephone directory. However, we do have descendents of both families still living in Sandy Creek and surrounding areas.”

Before leaving the discussion on the Goodrich family, on our first census which was 1820, we find Samuel Goodrich as head of a household of seven. On the 1845 census we find Samuel Goodrich, 2nd head of a household of eight. Following is a list using first names only of the Goodrich’s buried in the Town of Sandy Creek: Catherine, Chauncey, Cyrena, Demaris, Edwin W., Elam, Eliza, Elizabeth, Esther Luce, Flora A., Francis E., George W., Lorenzo M., Mary Widrig, Melvina M., Samuel 2nd, Samuel Sr., Sibel and William. Those who went from Sandy Creek to serve in the Civil War: Asa W., Calvin, Edwin W., Elam, Francis C., Lorenzo and William S.
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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August 7, 2009
Photo: Tift House/Farm

Several Tift’s appear on the 1861-2 map of the Town of Sandy Creek – William T. Tift, S. Tift and Leander Tift. 

“The Old House on the Hill” continues with this column. The article was written by past historian Art Wart….
Stephen Tifft would have been sixty-eight at this date and it is questionable whether he ever operated the farm. The most likely possibility appears to be that his son Jerome Tifft and his wife Lucinda took over the operation of the farm or it was rented or leased as an investment. 

Stephen Tifft is first found in the 1820 census for the Town of Orwell. At this date the Town of Orwell included what in 1828 became the Town of Boylston so an exact location of where Stephen is living is difficult to establish. It is known that Stephen Tifft married Susanna Balch who was the second child of John and Eunice (Stowell) Balch of Orwell. John Balch was the son of Timothy Balch who first settled in Sandy Creek at a very early date, we know that he was here in 1807. He removed to Orwell and is known to have had the first tavern in that township. John’s wife Eunice Stowell was the daughter of Orrin Stowell who was one of the early settlers in Orwell. In the late 1820’s, Stephen and Susan Tifft were found to be living in the Town of Ellisburg, Jefferson County and it was at this location that their son LaFayette was born in 1829. A few years later they moved to a farm in the Town of Lorraine. 

Since Stephen Tifft was not listed on the 1845 census for the Town of Sandy Creek nor shown on the 1854 map of the Town of Sandy Creek, we can find no record of him living in our township prior to 1861. 

However, Stephen Tifft appears as the owner of a house in the Village of Lacona on the 1861 map which showed him as owner of the Old House on the Hill. The house in the Village of Lacona was one of our old landmarks and was located on the site now the location of the Lacona Supermarket, at the corner of Harwood and Salina Streets. This house was built by William C. Hudson who conducted a boot and shoe shop on the lower level which is indicated on the 1854 map. This house in the Village became the home of Stephen and Susannah’s son LaFayette Tifft (1829-1920) and his wife Jane Ann (Thomas) Tifft (1832-1915) and for many years was the home of their daughter Clellia (Tifft) Bainbridge (1865-1958). According to the obituary of LaFayette Tifft, he came to Sandy Creek around 1845-1846 and was for years a purchaser of butter and cheese for William T. Tifft (1825-1912) a leading businessman in the Village of Lacona. It is believed that young LaFayette Tifft may have lived with the W. T. Tifft family when first coming to the township. To be continued….
Our web site http://sandycreekny.tripod.com/ continues to be updated and is very informative so check it out! 
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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“The Old House on the Hill” continues with this column. The article was written by past historian Art Wart and published in 1979…30 years ago.

William T. Tifft was a son of Caleb Tifft (2nd) (1791-1875) who in 1816 married Jane A. Dunlap, daughter of Allan Dunlap, and settled on the well known Tifft Homestead Farm on the North Ridge Road which remains in the family and is presently owned by Mrs. Harold (Mildred) Tifft. 

While not yet fully documented, it is believed that Stephen Tifft was undoubted one of the eight brothers of Caleb Tifft 2nd. Their father, Caleb Tifft Sr. 1760-1843), born in South Kingston, R.I. was a Revolutionary War Soldier and owned a large farm in Lorraine where he died. He and his wife also named Susannah, are buried in Pierrepont Manor. His second wife, Eleanor (Johnson) Tifft is thought to be buried in Sandy Creek. 

Stephen Tifft’s name continued to remain on the Old House on the Hill when the 1867 map appeared and it is thought that he continued to own the property up to the  time of his death in 1872 and that it probably remained in the family until it was sold in 1886. Stephen and Susannah Tifft are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Sandy Creek Village. 

Before going on to trace later owners and occupants of the Old House on the Hill, I want to cover the early Brigg’s families in the same area, some of the Nellis road and some on the Center Road. 

The Briggs family were early settlers in this area of the town. James B. Briggs (1787-1854) appeared on the 1845 census as the head of a household of seven. Of his family we find a son, Norman C., a son Ira B. and a daughter Cynthia. 

We are not quite sure where John B. Briggs settled but we know that his son, Norman C. Briggs lived on the west side of the Nellis Road and about half way to the point that this road turned and went east. Norman C. Briggs (1808-1897) and his wife Martha (Green) Briggs (1810-1890) settled in the town at the location mentioned in 1833 and were originally from Brattleboro, Vermont. Their first home was a log house which was replaced at a latter date with a frame house. They apparently moved from the east side of the Nellis Road to the west side between 1854 and 1861 according to their location on the maps of the two years mentioned. This might have been when they constructed their frame house. They sold their farm to F. Hamilton Pruyn. In our Methodist Church, one of the stained glass windows was donated by Norman and Martha Briggs in memory of Ann Vannette Tuttle who died at the early age of 25 years and she was the daughter of Newman and Almira (Briggs) Tuttle.

Our web site http://sandycreekny.tripod.com/ continues to be updated and is very informative so check it out! 
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Previously the Robbins Farm… In 1803, William Skinner purchased four hundred acres of land in the eastern part of what is now the Village of Lacona on the banks of the Little Sandy Creek. This marker was erected by the Centennial Committee to mark this site in 1925. 
As I begin my ninth year as historian for the town and villages of Sandy Creek I’d like to recognize past historians for their contribution to preserving Sandy Creek history. Past historians Nannette Hamer, Art Wart, Sanford Wheeler, Marie Parsons, Helen Potter and Tammy Wheeler came before me and all had different interests and skills in preserving our history. Another local ‘historian’Helen (Prescott) Hastings wrote “A Little History of New York’s North Country” for children. This beautifully illustrated and well written book was dedicated to her grandson, Jonathan Prescott Hastings.

While not a historian for the town of Sandy Creek, Historian Rosemary (Sinnett) Nesbitt died this past week. Mrs. Nesbitt was historian for the City of Oswego and will be fondly remembered for her work as an educator and as the director of the Oswego children’s theater. Mrs. Nesbitt was an active volunteer, active in civic affairs, founder and director of the H. Lee White Marine Museum, served as chairperson for the United Way and spearheaded several historical monuments in Oswego, one honoring the American war dead from the Battle of Oswego in 1814 and the research project which secured Dr. Mary (Edwards) Walker (Civil War) a position in the National Women’s Hall of Fame. 

I mention her in this column because of the two books for children that she wrote in the late 1960’s depicting the local history from the Town of Sandy Creek and vicinity. These are the books I (with funding from Friends of the Ainsworth Memorial Library) purchased for the 4th graders at Sandy Creek School; “The Great Rope” and Colonel Meacham’s Giant Cheese.”
This column continues “The Old House on the Hill” written and published in 1979 by past historian Art Wart. (all credit for family research and history of the area goes to Sanford Wheeler with the assistance of William Wolanek and Nora Briggs). 
Ira B. Briggs (1824-1903) was born at Brattleford, Vermont. His early life was spent in Danube, Herkimer County, New York. He married at Lacona, Catherine Goodrich in October of 1853. He first lived in a log house on the Center Road and later further east of the same road (see 1889 map) His grand-daughter Norma (Briggs) Thompson, who lives in the Village of Sandy Creek on Salisbury Street, lived as a girl in the latter house. Cynthia B. Briggs (1828-1910), sister of Norman and Ira, married rather late in life. Her marriage to John Wart took place on May 12, 1886. John Wart was next to the youngest son of John Wart, Jr. who was the first settler in the Town of Boylston in 1812. This was the second marriage for John and it followed the death of his first wife, Maryann O’Neil in November of 1884 in Ashland, Michigan where they had made their home. John Wart (1826-1893) and Cynthia Briggs were married at the home of Newman and Almira (Briggs) Tuttle and purchased the first farm on the Center Road just east of the Barney Monroe place. (Item from the Sandy Creek News) So at last the writer knows who Aunt Cynthia was and that it was from her windows that the sun reflected in such a manner as to be seen on North Main Street in the Village of Sandy Creek. 

So John and Cynthia (Briggs) Wart were the owners of the Old House on the Hill from May in 1886 until the time of John’s death in 1893, a span of only seven years. Some seven years later, on October 4, 1900, Cynthia (Briggs) Wart married Michael L. Palmer whose wife had died. The announcement of this marriage stated that both parties were from the Town of Sandy Creek and that the ceremony took place at the home of the bride. Judging from information furnished by early residents of the neighborhood, Nora Briggs Thompson and William Wolanek, it appears that Michael and Cynthia Palmer continued to live in the Old House on the Hill until about 1905 when the property was sold to Henry Monroe. Upon selling the property, Michael and Cynthia, moved further east on the Center Road to the house located just beyond (east) the Snyder Road and referred to as the George White home. The in the fall of 1907 it can be documented that Michael and Cynthia had moved into the Village of Sandy Creek and were living on Franklin Street where Cynthia died in 1910 at the age of 84. Cynthia was buried with her first husband John Wart in Woodlawn Cemetery. We also know that Michael Palmer lived a few years after Cynthia’s death and died in 1916 at the age of 77 at the home of his daughter, Mrs. William Johnson, who lived west of Bellville and he was buried in North Boylston Cemetery, probably with his first wife who was Roseta Greenwood. By his first marriage Michael Palmer had a family consisting of four sons and four daughters. It should be mentioned that his son James lived on Salisbury Street in the Village of Lacona and that his son Hobart Palmer, who married Hannah Lounsbury, lived on Powers Avenue in the Village of Lacona and that Hannah Palmer still lives in the family home. Next week the conclusion…

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Mead Robbins and his colt. He was the only son of Frank and Gladys (Mead) Robbins of Boylston.

This column is the conclusion to “The Old House on the Hill” written and published in 1979 by past historian Art Wart. (all credit for family research and history of the area goes to Sanford Wheeler with the assistance of William Wolanek and Nora Briggs). 
In the fall of 1920 William Wolanek purchased the property from Harry Monroe. At that time Clay Dewitt was living in the Old House on the Hill, apparently as a tenant farmer since Harry Monroe owned the property. We also know that Harry Monroe was living in the Village of Sandy Creek at that time. The reader might have interest in Harry Monroe since he was the son of Dennis C. Monroe (1854-1906) who came to the Town of Richland in 1862 from Jefferson County. Dennis Monroe grew up in the Village of Pulaski and from about 1885 to 1895 was living on a farm in the Town of Sandy Creek located on the North Street Road at the west end of the Upton Road. Later, Dennis Monroe operated a hotel in Pulaski and the American House, presently LaShomb Hardware Store, in the Village of Sandy Creek. 

Mr. Wolanek states that he came to live in the Old House on the Hill in March of 1921. He further states that he lived there for 9 years before moving into his present home, so this brings us to 1930. After Mr. Wolanek moved he states that for two or three years Tony Ormasen lived in the old house and following him came Robert Ridgeway, father of Edith Ormasen, Vivian Slater, Luther Ridgeway and other children. The Ridgeway’s lived there for two or three years. If we consider the Ormasen’s and Ridgeway’s had a combined 6 year occupancy, this would have ended about 1936 and from Mr. Wolanek’s account this was the end of the line in regard to the use of the house. Based on these dates, the house has been unoccupied for the past 42 years.

In concluding this rather long story of the Old House on the Hill, it seems appropriate to give the reader a detailed description of its interior. 

It is described to me by Mr. Wolanek in a letter, “It is a big house, sturdily built by sturdy settlers. Facing the east you had a spare room, a nice pantry and a kitchen that when the sun came up in the morning, you received the sun’s benefits, a bedroom in the south-east corner, then a nice dining or setting room, which ever you wish to call it, and here you received the sun’s rays at noon. As you circle the house with the sun, there was a large front room with a view clear to Lake Ontario. Then, in the north-west corner a bedroom, and on the north, another bedroom. There was a shelf in the stairway leading to the cellar where perishables, such as butter could be stored. There was a root cellar on the north-side of the house where root crops could be stored for a long time.” In another letter Mr. Wolanek referred to the hand-made hinges and doors which still are plumb and square. 

Labor Day: The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor Union held its second Labor Day holiday just a year later, on September 5, 1883. In 1884 the first Monday in September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed, and the Central Labor Union urged similar organizations in other cities to follow the example of New York and celebrate a "workingmen's holiday" on that date. The idea spread with the growth of labor organizations, and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial centers of the country. 

The vital force of labor added materially to the highest standard of living and the greatest production the world has ever known and has brought us closer to the realization of our traditional ideals of economic and political democracy. It is appropriate, therefore, that the nation pay tribute on Labor Day to the creator of so much of the nation's strength, freedom, and leadership — the American worker. (U.S. Department of Labor)
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Arnold Shirley is pictured with his car and dog. 

Shirley owned and operated a dairy farm for many years on Van Auken Road, Boylston, and was in public service for 30 years as Boylston town committeeman, highway superintendent and supervisor, Oswego County legislator and Clerk of the County Legislature, retiring in 1977. He was born in the Town of Messina and was the son of Myron and Eva (Sheets) Shirley. He married Elsie Cates in 1941.

The farm book, due to be published in 2010, will include business associated with farming. Abram and Nathan Burrell are featured in this column. 

Abram Burell owned a carriage shop in Washingtonville and was born in 
1729. He and his brother, David, from whom sprang the Burrill family of Little Falls, N.Y., were soldiers in the Revolution. Abraham married one Mary Hawkes of Lynn, Massachusetts, a descendent of Lieut. Gov. Isaac Allerton who came over in the Mayflower. 

He had fourteen children, among them Abram, born in 1775, who moved with his family from Washington Co., New York to Henderson, Jefferson Co., New York, in the early twenties, and about 1837 came to Sandy Creek and started a large wagon shop two miles south of Sandy Creek village and did business there until 1850, when he died. He also owned a large farm on the Pulaski Road, known as the Towsley place, now the Arthur Plaisted home. In his religious principles he was a Congregationalist. Abram married first Zeviah Wallace, by whom he had ten children; Dexter who married Eliza Reynolds in 1815, Abram Jr. married first Sally Adams and second Harriette Baker Boomer, Sally who died in childhood, Zerviah who married Orren Warriner in 1829, Polly who married M. L. Wallace, Nathan who married Lydia Harris in 1831, Sally married William Cross and Rebecca married Willard Salisbury. His second marriage was to Sarah Lang by whom he had one child, Julia who married Jacob Davis. 

Nathan Burrell first entered business with his father but later bought half interest in the village grist mill in company with Mason Salisbury. He was also agent for Stebbins and Ives of New York, buying butter and cheese. While in Watertown on this business he died of heart disease at the Crowner House. He had two daughters Mary and Martha. Mary married Joseph Sage and had three children Elizabeth Robinson of Portland, Oregon; Nathan B. Sage of New York City and Martin D. Holyoke of Providence, R. I. Martha married Delos E. Wilds and became life-long residents of Lacona, NewYork. Their children were Mrs. Anna Colony of Los Angeles, California, Mrs. Kate Cox of Lacona, New York, Mrs. Molly Gunness and Mrs. Sue Atkinson of Barnesville, Minnesota, Mr. Charles Wilds of Minneapolis, Minnesota, Mrs. Frances McDowell of New York City and Mrs. Flora Blodgett of Oswego, New York. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Historians’ Corner
September 11, 2009
Photo: Reid Shafty farm, Boylston

Last weeks column was about the Burrell family, farmers and wagon shop owners, from Sandy Creek. I found an interesting article on the “Donation Party” of which Mrs. Nathan Burrell was listed as a manager. 

An article in Sketches describes these parties as told by Mr. Alvin Thompson and Mr. George B. Knollin who brought to the Sandy Creek News office a leaflet dated December 2, 1843. The leaflet read “Donation Party, The Laborer is Worthy of His Hire” You are requested to attend a Donation Party at the house of the Rev. H. F. Davis on Thursday, 7th December inst. at 2 o’clock P.M. and at the house of Mason Salisbury at 6 o’clock P.M. Managers: Mr. M. Salisbury, Mr. N. Burrell, Mr. T. Salisbury, Mr. B. Covey, Mr. D. Spencer, Mr. A. M. Baker, Mr. J. Thompson, Mr. S. Salisbury, Mr. G. G. Doane, Mrs. M. Salisbury, Mrs. N. Burrell, Mrs. T. Salisbury, Mrs. B. Covey, Mrs. D. Spencer, Miss J. E. Robbins, Miss J. Salisbury, Miss S. H. Kelly and Miss H. Stevens. 

Mr. Thompson and Mr. Knollin give this description: “To those of older generations a “Donation Party” is no mystery, but for the enlightenment of the majority for whom the phrase has but little significance these “Donation Parties” were usually held about once a year, around the holiday time, either at the home of a minister, in the home of one of the members of the church, or in a hall. All the people from the surrounding country hitched up their oxen and prepared to enjoy the occasion. Evidently this party was to be almost of a days duration, beginning at 2 o’clock at the home of the Baptist minister and then later at 6 o’clock at the home of one of the church members. It was unheard of for people to leave the party before midnight. The women of the families came well supplied with the best of things to eat and it was customary for all who came to “donate” any sum which they felt able to give and this was given to the minister. After the supper was over and the things were cleared away, they “marched around” the room. Probably the ‘shy maidens’ and ‘bashful lads’ of the 1840s would have the present generation understand that the ‘marching around’ held for them as many thrills as the latest dance step.”

Rev. Davis mentioned in the leaflet served the Baptist Church here for four years, according to records in possession of Mrs. Charles Salisbury. The B. Covey was Ben Covey who resided on the Ridge Road. The Miss H. Stevens was familiarly known as Aunt Harriet and was the aunt of Eugene Stevens. She lived on North Main Street, Sandy Creek. Her father, Edmond Stevens, the grandfather of Eugene Stevens and great-grandfather of Miss Mary Stevens of Onondaga Valley, Miss Harriet Stevens and Mrs. John Doyle of Sandy Creek, had a furnace on the creek between the former Eugene Stevens place and B. D. Williams, here he made iron implements. The story is told of him that he often began pounding the iron with the idea of making an ax but before he finished it turned out to be a hoe. Edmond Stevens was also the uncle of Albert R. Stevens. The wife of Edmond Stevens was Celinda Salisbury, great aunt of Charles M. Salisbury. 
Our readers and volunteers have been invited to join the Ontatrio Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution for a tour of Fort Ontario on Saturday, September 12. Anyone wishing to go should meet the group at the Pulaski Historical Society on Maple Ave. and all will travel in cars to Fort Ontario. A tour of the fort will begin at 10 AM and cost $2.00 per person.  Around noon everyone will go to lunch, probably Patz on E. 1st St.  Any questions call Shirley Hanley at 593-8548 or 402-5484 or thanley4@twcny.rr.com.
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Historians’ Corner
September 18, 2009
Photo: This photo is titled "Heading for Town"
I have referred to “Sketches” many times in this column and there still seems to be some confusion as to its origin. 

“Sketches” began with the finding of the 1845 census in the walls of a home (Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hughes) on North Main Street that was being remodeled about 1927-1928. This rare find created much interest in our community and the Sandy Creek News started an excellent weekly column called “Sketches” which was written by Nanette Hamer (our Town Historian at that time) and Ellen (Corse) Potter. This column was based mostly on the old family names found on the census record with a “missing list” seeking information and there were many contributors among readers – people like Alvin Thompson, Mary (Davis) Sargent, Julia (Widrig) War, Anna (Jones) Bartlett, Daisy Allard and Kate Cox – with keen memories and a deep interest in our town. 

This column proved to be a real hit with readers and ran through the 1940s. All these columns were clipped and placed in large binders to be preserved and for future reference. In addition, there were many contributors in the form of letters and featured items by such people as Gilson D. Wart, L. Carl Sargent, Harlan Newton, Marshall Wilder and George R. Earl. There were even a couple of old diaries that were reprinted, all interesting reading even if you are not searching for ancestors. 

Speaking about the Sandy Creek News, tragic as it seems, the file copies of the newspapers date back to 1885 when the paper was taken over by F. Dudley Corse. Whatever happened to any files kept prior to that date is unknown. Anna (Salisbury) Herriman arranged an alphabetical file on the deaths and marriages dating back to the 1920s.

One early family was that of Worth Munderback. He was a blacksmith by trade which was located on Harwood Drive (later the Lashomb Hardware Store location) and lived at the first four corners just south of the village in the Scripture District. On February 13, 1844 Worth married Mary Ann Harding, the oldest daughter of Salmon S. Harding who came to this town in 1805 at the age of eleven years with his father, George Harding, and owned one of the largest farms in town. Salmon Harding died here in 1838. Worth and Mary Ann’s daughter was the wife of Edwin Soule who started the Sandy Creek News in 1871. The Munderback’s son, John S., lived in Rochester. Worth Munderback had a clerkship in the patent office in Washington D.C. and survived his wife who died in 1895. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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September 25, 2009
Photo: This photo is identified as the south-east view of the Webb and Palmer place in Boylston
The 1845 state census for the town of Boylston gives us some insight into local farmers and gave us another resource in the documentation of the upcoming 2010 Farm Book. 

The names are presented here in alphabetical order: Samuel Adsit; Lucius Alden; Emery Alexander; Hosea and Jesse Ballou; Frederick and Philip Bargy; Richard Barker; Aaron and Luther Barnard; Thurston Baxter; Sterling W. Beebe; Oreen C. Bennett; Asa, Ira and John Bettinger; John Bortles; William C. Brigham,; Abraham Buskirk; Morgan Butler; Daniel Calkins; Catherine Campbell; Daniel Casler; Lewis Chase; Sylvenus Clark; Samuel Clemmens, Jr.; Myron and Zaben Cole; Jacob Coppernoll; Andrew Cramer; Alvinas Cummins.

John Dingman; Adam Doneburgh; Enoch and John Dunbar; Jaob G. and John Etheridge; Austers Ferren; Jacob U. Gorden; Isaac T. Grant; Benjamin and Perry Gurley; Thomas Hasketh; Christopher, George, Jacob and Peter Hufstator; John Johnson; John Kelly, Elisha Kelsey; Hugh, John, Miller Larmonth; Harry, James and Samuel Lester; Martin and Turner Lillie; James Lowry; Willie McDougile; Daniel P. Mead; John and Lyman More; Isaac Nichols; Nelson Ouderkirk; Almond and Henry Ormsby.

Salmon Paddoc; Henry, Leonard and William Floyd Palmer; Alonzo Phillips; Joseph Pooler; Jacob Powers; Barna Pruyne; James Rice; Harvey and William Rodgers; Roswell Rudd; Daniel and Joseph Shoecraft; Abraham, Henry and William Snyder; William Stewart; Rhodes Streeter; John V. H. Taylor, Jr.; John and Reuben Torry; Jeremiah and Peter V. VanAuken.

Azariah, James, John and Morris Wart; Charles and Charles Jr. Webb; Eben, Luke and Peter Wells; Michael Widrig; Daniel and Nelson J. Williams; John and William Woodard; Cyrus Woodruff. 

There were 274 men and boys and 264 women and girls living in the town of Boylston in 1845, a total population of 538. Forty-three of the men were liable for militia duty (ages 18-45) and 126 were entitled to vote. 

The farm book 2010 documenting farming in Sandy Creek/Boylston is coming along. There will be no second edition. This will be the only version of the book to be printed so if readers have photos or information please get them to Boylston historian Rita Rombach (387-5471) or the Sandy Creek History Center (387-5456 x 7). We are looking for any and all information on these families. Your photos can be scanned and given back to you while you wait and other documentation can be copied and returned to you immediately.
The Historians Office will be closed for the next few weeks. I will return the week of October 19th. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene
[image: image29.jpg]



Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
October 2, 2009
October is Archives month and I would be pleased to help individuals begin or renew their family research. Call for an appointment. 

Genealogy 101: Begin with you, your family and document what you know, such as dates of births, marriage, death and burial information. Four forms will help you keep organized: Family Group Sheets – one for each marriage of husband, wife and children – every marriage is a unit; History Sheets – for stories about each person (childhood, church affiliation, job, hobbies, etc.); Ancestral Charts – for direct line of descent; Interview Sheets – get a list of questions you need answered to continue your search and find out all you can from parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, friends, etc. 

What is Primary or Secondary Information? According to the Board for Certification of Genealogists, primary information comes from a person who was at the event, either participating in it or witnessing it. It is also judged on how soon the information was collected and the reliability of the person giving the information. Original records of events and may include: diaries, journals, state or federal census records, courthouse records such as deeds, will probates, birth or death records, baptism or marriage records, ship's passenger lists and military records. Secondary information, on the other hand, is given by someone who has heard about an event from someone else. Published records, including: family histories, indexes or compilations of census or marriage records, any sort of history (county, state, etc.), and collections of cemetery inscriptions, for example. Primary records are, of course, the most reliable sources, but secondary records can provide you with many clues for further research.
It is possible for a single record to have both primary and secondary information. Some examples are: Birth certificates when reported by the mother, father who was present or attending midwife/physician, the date of birth and sex of the baby are primary information. If the age or birthplace of the mother is reported by the father, it is secondary information. Death certificates with the date and place of death, reported by someone present, are primary information. The age, birthplace and parents’ names of the deceased would all be secondary – the only reason the person reporting would know these is by being told earlier.

An original genealogical record or source is one that is just that – original. It was not copied from another record, and is considered the most reliable.


Oral History – Interviews: To fill in gaps on ancestral charts and family group sheets, genealogists interview relatives. Obtaining these oral histories can lead to some fascinating conversations with family members.

To begin conducting an oral history, make a list of relatives or close family friends to speak with either by telephone, in person, or by mail or e-mail. Think about what you want to talk about with each person, then write out a list of questions to guide your conversation. These questions can range from capturing or verifying basic details like dates and places of major life events to recording stories about what relatives were like as children and what it was like to grow up during a particular time in history. Send a list of questions to the person before your appointed interview time to give them an opportunity to get pictures and other items ready to share with you as well as give them time to remember details that may be otherwise left out. Letting people know the types of questions you'll be asking ahead of time can help them recall things better.

Beginning an oral history interview can be as simple as asking a relative to show you old photographs or other family memorabilia. Having people talk about what is happening in the pictures or explain the objects they have collected can also help them remember stories to share.

When interviewing people, record the name of the person being interviewed, as well as the date and location of the interview. Since it's often difficult to write down essential information when someone is speaking, recording personal interviews on audio or video tapes can also be helpful.

Remember that some of the answers obtained through oral histories may be wrong. People can forget names, places and dates, so verify the information you obtain in vital records, a family Bible, or church records.

The Historians Office will be closed for the next few weeks. I will return the week of October 19th. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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October 9, 2009
October is Archives month and I would be pleased to help individuals begin or renew their family research. Call for an appointment. This column continues with other research records.
Vital records, including birth, marriage, and death certificates. These records can be found at the city or town clerks office. New York State records begin around 1880, Vermont state records begin around 1761. A death certificate will give you the person’s date and place of birth and death as well as parents names and birthplace; please note who gave the information.

Probate records, such as wills, adoptions and guardianships can be located at the county court house. 

Military records provide key information about ancestors, including the color of their eyes. To request veterans' records for wars fought between 1776 through 1918, contact the National Archives. For veterans' records from subsequent wars, contact the National Military Personnel Records Center. Only the soldier or a member of a deceased soldier's family may obtain records for these more current wars. 

Passenger arrival records are available from the National Archives. The Passenger and Immigration Lists Index (Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1981) is a guide to published arrival records of approximately 500,000 passengers who came to the United States and Canada in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. 

Naturalization records are available from the National Archives, one of its regional branches, or the county courthouse where the naturalization took place. Oswego County Records Center has this information.
City directories are helpful when you know the city in which an ancestor lived, but not the address. Published annually, these directories list each inhabitant by name, as well as that person's address and occupation. They also provide a listing of businesses in a community. Libraries and the Oswego County Records Center have these directories.
Land records are documents relating to the buying and selling of land. For example, deeds are the record made of the transfer of property from one person to another. Land Records are housed at the county clerk’s office – In a land conveyance the seller is called the grantor and the buyer is called the grantee. Write down the address where the deed is filed; book and page number from the deed index; location of property (town, county); date of deed; date the deed was recorded; grantor; grantee; price (consideration); description of land; wife’s name; witness. You may also learn the original purchaser of property, early road names, neighbor’s names, age of building, migration information, etc.            

Church records include information about baptisms, marriages, burial records, and school reports. 

The Historians Office will be closed for the next few weeks as I travel to visit my family. I will return the week of October 19th. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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October 16, 2009
Photo: Everett Miller’s farm 1985
October is Archives month and this column continues with other research records. I would be pleased to help individuals begin or renew their family research. Call for an appointment. 

Burial records: Cemeteries can provide the location of an ancestor’s grave and information contained in tombstone inscriptions. When visiting a cemetery to collect these details first check with the sexton for plot map information, then take pictures or draw sketches of the tombstone and any designs on it. The shape, size and decoration of the stone may have had a special meaning to an ancestor or provide details about his or her life. Local funeral homes can be a good resource also.
Maps: Often used as clues to where ancestral records can be found, maps reveal changing place names and boundaries of political jurisdictions. 
Magazines and newspapers provide the news of the day and record details about styles and practices of certain eras. Additionally, they can include birth, death, and marriage announcements; news articles about family members; professional notices and business advertisements; public notices and sales; personal advertisements for lost and found items, places for rent or sale, and help-wanted ads. Libraries have back copies of periodicals or magazines and previous issues of newspapers that may be available on microfilm.

Census records can be found at most libraries, historical societies and historian’s offices. The U.S. took a census every ten years beginning in 1790. The New York State Census was completed for the following years: 1825 (all partial), 1835, 1845, 1855, 1865, 1875, 1892, 1905, 1915, and 1925. The original records for the State's pre-1915 census are kept at the county level. You may contact the county clerk's office to ascertain their availability and location. Original manuscripts of the 1915 and 1925 census records are maintained by the State Archives. The 1865 and 1875 New York State Census also includes mortality schedules in the census which records the marriages and deaths for the year. 1890 New York Federal Census Records were destroyed in a fire with the exception of small fragments of Suffolk and Westchester Counties. The 1890 Veterans and Widows census records schedules for New York did survive and can be helpful as a census substitute.

Most New York State Censuses are not indexed, however there are some online indexes being created. Information that can be gleaned form these records include heads of households, parents, children, ages, occupations, birthplaces, real estate, etc. depending on the year. (1790-1850 only list heads of households, by 1850 other family members were listed) The 1930 Census was released to the public on 1 April 2002 and showed a total population: 123,202,624. For each person listed in the 1930 Census, the entry shows: address; name ("of each person whose place of abode on April 1, 1930, was in this family...Include every person living on April 1, 1930. omit children born since April 1, 1930"); relationship to head of household; home owned or rented; value or monthly rental; radio set; whether on a farm;  sex; race (W=White, Neg=Negro, Mex=Mexican, In=Indian, Ch=Chinese, Jp=Japanese; Fil=Filipino, Hin=Hindu, Kor=Korean, "other race, spell out in full"/for Indian: whether of full or mixed blood, and tribal affiliation); age; marital status, age at first marriage;  school attendance; literacy; birthplace of person and parents; if foreign born; language spoken in home before coming to the U.S.; year of immigration; whether naturalized (Na=Naturalized, Pa=First Papers, Al=Alien), and ability to speak English; occupation, industry, and class of worker;  whether at work previous day (or last regular working day) - if not, line number on unemployment schedule (these schedules no longer exist); veteran status (WW=World War, Sp=Spanish-America War, Civ=Civil War, Phil=Philippine Insurrection, Box=Boxer Rebellion, Mex=Mexican Expedition); number of farm schedule (these schedules no longer exist).
Additionally, historian’s offices, some libraries and historical societies maintain scrapbooks or indexes of local events or people, vertical files containing information about local individuals and happenings, and local history collections.

Please, always cite and document your research sources and which research facility you found them.

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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October 23, 2009
Photo: Home of Hiram and Elizabeth (Estes) Young on Sand Road (Castor Road on later maps) Town of Sandy Creek. The house fell into disrepair and was completely demolished in the 1950s.

Hiram and Elizabeth (Estes) Young, born in Dutchess and Saratoga Counties, moved to Sandy Creek in 1838. Their son John L. was born October 18, 1844, being one of eight children. In 1866 John married Elvira Sprague, who survived him as did two sisters, Mrs. J. H. Morey and Mrs. C. M. Grimshaw of Mannsville. John died February 11, 1908; he had a brother Oscar and his sons were William H., Hiram O., Bert L., Fred E., and George A.

To conclude Genealogy 101: New York State Archives:
The index at the NY state archives covers the entire state outside of New York City and starts in June 1880 (deaths) or 1881 (marriages and births). 
Birth indexes are made available after 75 years, marriage and death indexes after 50 years. An index entry states only the name of the person, date and place of event, and State certificate number. The indexes do not include births and deaths in Albany, Buffalo, and Yonkers prior to 1914, or marriages in those cities prior to 1908. Search fees for a single name in the state archives index is 1-3 years $10 plus; 4-10 years $20 plus; 11-20 years $40 plus. These fees are approximate, the exact amount to be determined upon request. Each certificate copy from the NYS Department of Health is $22. Payment methods: check, money order, PayPal credit. email requests to: nysresearcher@gmail.com
The New York State Library's Newspaper Project: A Project partially funded by a National Endowment for the Humanities grant and administered by the New York State Library. The New York State Newspaper Project, which began in 1987, identifies, describes, and preserves on microfilm New York's community newspapers. The Project has been carried out through nine regional projects based on the state's nine regional Reference and Research Library Resources Systems. Obituaries, birth and marriage notices can often be located and photocopied. The link to the contents of this collection: http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/nysnp/index.html Search fees: $40.00 per hour with a one hour minimum (includes copies and postage). Payment methods: check, money order, PayPal credit. email requests to: nysresearcher@gmail.com
Ok, I have given readers some insight into what records are available to family historians recording their family history and now I will include what records are available to researchers at the Sandy Creek History Center. 

Sandy Creek Census 1830 through 1892; Cemetery records and books documenting all cemeteries in Sandy Creek; Scrapbooks; Sketches; Sandy Creek News (microfilm), Yesterdays Album (MKP); Photos (family and local views); Family genealogies; History files; History Books including House Histories by Sanford Wheeler; Pierrepont Papers; Church histories; Hadley Marriage Records; Fire Department Records and History by Helen Potter; Maps of Sandy Creek 1854, 1867, 1889 and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of Lacona and Sandy Creek villages which identify individual buildings on each block and information includes a given building's height and street address and much more and many photographs which have been imaged and scanned for public viewing. 

Family researchers needing help can call my office for an appointment.

Christmas Tree Event will be run this year by Rae Allen, the deadline to reserve a tree is October 31. The theme this year is “Youth” and all ornaments must be hand made. All decorated trees this year will be displayed at the Sandy Creek Library. Voting will be from November 10 through December 1. Call Rae Allen at 387-3666 to reserve a tree. 

A special thanks to Steve Satler and Mark Harvey for the loan of Masonic Lodge photos which were imaged and scanned and preserved for future generations. Also, for showing me the exact location of Rice Cemetery. 

Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Historians’ Corner
October 30, 2009
Photo: Clock Tower

This history of the Clock Tower and Coterie Club was written by Carol Ann Wihera and will be presented in this column in two parts.

In 1913 a few enterprising and community minded ladies of Lacona organized the Coterie Club. The purpose of the club was to benefit and beautify the village of Lacona. After considering several different projects they decided to present the village with a working electric clock housed in a beautiful tower.

In 1917 after holding several fundraising events the ladies managed to raise $700 which was the amount necessary to complete their project. Their plans however were halted with the outbreak of World War 1.

At the first Red Cross drive the public spirited members of the Coterie Club decided to donate the money they had raised to the war effort. They invested $500 in Liberty Bonds and $200 in Postal Savings Stamps. Throughout World War 1 Coterie members ceased all club work in order to devote all their time to volunteering at the local Red Cross chapter.

When World War 1 ended the ladies discovered that the cost of building the clock tower and installing the clock had risen substantially. Still determined to enhance the village of Lacona with what they had come to refer to as the “clock”, the Coterie Club quickly resumed fundraising. By 1924 the Coterie had amassed $1,400. The next task was to decide where to have the clock erected. The site chosen would have to be not only aesthetically pleasing but also located in a place where the clock chimes could be enjoyed by as many citizens of Lacona as possible. After much discussion it was decided that the best location for the clock would be on Harwood Drive next to the First National Bank of Lacona. The decision to use this site for the clock was made easier when the bank donated the land. Prior to the building of the bank there was a small village park at this site. The park stretched from the railroad tracks to Salina Street. The donated land which is less than one-tenth of an acre was a perfect choice for the clock tower because it contained no other structures, it had a green lawn and most importantly the clock was visible from the main street as well as the busy railroad depot. 

The Coterie Club, aided by citizens of Lacona, managed to get the clock built and the final cost was one thousand dollars. A solid brass American eagle weather vain was placed at the top of the tower; the weather vain was a gift of four generous citizens of Lacona. The clock tower is a three tier red brick tower with a square plan and a pyramidal roof. It is constructed of brick and is accented by two vertical header courses on each side and contrasting buff brick creating a quoin like effect at the corners. The buff brick also accents the corbelling between the tiers and around the arched door and the clock openings. A panel door on the north side provides access for maintenance. The second stage features a working electric clock with a round marbleized glass face within segmental arched openings in all four faces of the building. The belfry is the third stage of the clock tower. It has rectangular openings on all four sides and contains the village bell. The pyramidal metal roof is topped by a brass weathervane. The clock’s premiere performance was at sunrise on Thursday, July 2, 1925 when it struck one hundred times officially opening Lacona’s centennial celebration. At 3 P.M. there was a formal dedication with Mr. John Hollis presiding. 

The Coterie Club disbanded in the 1930’s but was revived in 1949 by twelve prominent women who were unaware that there had been an earlier Coterie Club. This newly formed club adapted the motto, Friendship in Hand and Knowledge, which corresponded with their stated objectives of the study of interesting topics and participation in worthwhile projects. In addition to such activities as the distribution of small Christmas trees and donations of cash awards to outstanding students, in the nineteen sixties the club sponsored a campaign for street signs. The signs were subsequently purchased and installed in the twin villages (Sandy Creek and Lacona). 

In 1992 the four clock faces were replaced and at the same time the village chimes installed and a small dedication ceremony was held.

The past few years we have invited local children’s groups to take part in the annual Christmas Tree event. This event was supposed to be a one-time event and conclude the Bicentennial Celebrations in 2003 but each year since we have been asked to continue. The premise was to get local children involved in a community project that ended with each group locating a needy family or elderly person to donate their decorated tree to. Every year they do a “theme” tree and invite the community in to vote for their favorite tree. The ballot reads: “I love all the trees but my favorite tree is No.___. This year, Rae Allen will take over and the trees will be decorated and displayed at the Library. The community is strongly encouraged to vote for their favorite tree. Contact Rae Allen if you know of a person or family who could benefit from a lovely decorated tree. Residents receiving trees last year were deeply touched and the children enjoyed the decorating and giving. The theme this year is “Youth” and all ornaments must be hand made. Voting will be from November 10 through December 1. Call Rae Allen at 387-3666 to reserve a tree. 
The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Isaac L. Bentley wearing his cavalry dress uniform which still fit 50 years later. (photo taken 1963) The tailor made uniform was made in the Philippine Island and consisted of a dark blue jacket with lighter blue trousers and gold braid and shoulder cord.  He was a veteran of Mexican Border Service and served from 1910-1913

Isaac Bentley was born June 24, 1889 and died November 1977. Bentley was 21 years old when he enlisted December 17, 1910 at Fort Slocum, New York for three years. He was sent to Fort Riley, Kansas. One of the things his outfit did was to act as a military escort for President Taft on a visit to Hutchinson, Kansas. Bentley recalled that his commanding officer was incensed when the President got off the train and seemingly ignored the military escort, failing to salute them. 

The Lacona veteran was in Fort Riley about a year and a half. While there he completed training school for farriers and horseshoers, being second man on the honor roll out of 150 men taking the course. After that the 13th Cavalry was sent to the border to maintain order. The Company D horse shoer – who had 75 horses and four miles to look out for – set up his shop under the international bridge across the Rio Grande, between El Paso, Texas and Juarez, Mexico. He was there during the battle of Juarez which was just across the river and said he was ‘plenty close enough.’ He frequently saw the Mexican Revolutionary General, Villa, and also recalls seeing General Douglas MacArthur, then a lieutenant.

An honorable discharge, issued December 16, 1913 in El Paso and signed by Captain Aubrey C. Lippencott, testifies: “Horsemanship very good, an excellent horseshoer.” After becoming a civilian he shod horses for the state in Rochester and Syracuse for a year and a half and also for Battery A of the Field Artillery, a Syracuse National Guard outfit. In 1916 he bought Irv Snyder’s Blacksmith Shop, which stood on the site of Krakau Implement Company block. About the same time he married Dora Goodrich of Lacona. By 1929 Model T’s and other cars were starting to replace the horse, so Bentley went to Syracuse to learn interior decorating, painting and paper hanging. He took time out to do carpenter work during the Pine Camp expansion and there he was able to renew acquaintance with the 13th Cavalry. By that time it was an armored unit and its officers had been born long after his term of enlistment.  

This Veteran’s day we honor all our veterans and especially remember all our soldiers in harm’s way. History of Veterans’ Day follows:

World War I, then normally referred to simply as The Great War (no one could imagine any war being greater!), ended with the implementation of an armistice (temporary cessation of hostilities, in this case until the final peace treaty, the infamous Treaty of Versailles, was signed in 1919) between the Allies and Germany at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of November, 1918. 

November 11, 1919: President Wilson proclaims the first Armistice Day with the following words: "To us in America, the reflections of armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations’" 

On the second anniversary of the armistice (1920), France and the United Kingdom held ceremonies honoring their unknown dead from the war. In America, at the suggestion of church groups, President Wilson names the Sunday nearest Armistice Day Sunday, on which should be held services in the interest of international peace. 

Congress passed legislation approving the establishment of a Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery. November 11 is chosen for the date of the ceremony. According on October 20, Congress declares November 11, 1921 a legal Federal holiday to honor all those who participated in the war. 

Congress later adopted a resolution directing the President to issue an annual proclamation calling on the observance of Armistice Day. Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, most states establish November 11 as a legal holiday and at the Federal level, an annual proclamation is issued by the President. 

Contact me at historian@sandycreekny.us. Charlene
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Historians’ Corner
November 13, 2009
Photo: Coterie Club World War I
The history of the Clock Tower and Coterie Club part two, written by Carol Ann Wihera, continues: 

During World War II the brass eagle atop the clock tower was donated to a scrap metal drive and after the war, replacing it became a Coterie goal. Achieving that goal was reached with the help of Larry Miller. Mr. Miller who lived locally was a wood burning artist and he committed the clock tower to wood. The masterpiece he created was valued at eight hundred dollars. A photo and story about the wood burning was featured in a local newspaper. The article was seen by a Pulaski native who at the time was living in Virginia. The man who wished to remain anonymous purchased the picture with the stipulation that it remain on display at the Salmon River Fine Arts Center in Pulaski, N. Y. 

In November of 1997 the Coterie Club purchased a new eagle and Lacona Village workers installed it. In May of 1998 a mason was contracted to repair the base of the clock tower. When that work was completed, flowers were planted around the base in accordance with a new Town Beautification Program.

On May 20, 1998 a ceremony was held and the eagle was dedicated in memory of Kent Steele. Mr. Steele had been a pharmacist in Lacona and he longed to see the eagle returned. 

Today the Coterie Club remains committed to preserve and maintain the Clock Tower which with age has become rather costly. In the fall of 2008 the roof of the clock tower needed to be repaired and in the spring of 2009 masonry work needed to be done. 

The clock tower has been a source of pleasure to everyone and many local residents have assisted in its care and beautification such as Don Marquart and Harold Brown who added Christmas lights to the tower. Steve Grove of Lacona continues to be a contributor to the clock tower’s many needs. After September 11, 2001, with patriotism first and foremost on everyone’s mind, local resident, John Munson, created a flag of red, white and blue lights which is displayed in front of the clock tower. Appropriate music can be heard on various holidays throughout the year. In 2003, the Coterie Club began what has become a yearly Christmas-time event, the lighting of a Memory Wreath outside the Lacona/Sandy Creek Village Offices. Every year a different organization is selected to be the recipient of all monies received as a result of Memory Wreath donations. At the ceremony all names on the wreath are read and then everyone is invited inside for refreshments provided by the Coterie Club and the village of Lacona. 

The Clock Tower has watched over the village of Lacona through a depression, several wars, times of joy as well as sorrow and it has survived many of our violent North Country snow storms. It is not only the most prominent landmark in the village of Lacona, it remains as beautiful and as appreciated as it was in July of 1925. 

Pauline Tanner doesn’t remember too much about the dedication of the clock tower. She was there and recalls the centennial celebration but clocks and towers just didn’t interest the 19 year old woman. Had she realized that she and the clock tower were destined to have a long association she might have paid more attention to the events of July 2, 1929. 

Pauline Smith was born November 25, 1910 in Sandy Creek. During Tanner’s childhood Sandy Creek like many small towns fulfilled the needs of its citizens. The village had a full compliment of shops. There was a grocery store that supplied most of the needs and wants of local citizen’s. Tanner recalls that when her family needed butter they would bring a dish to the grocer who would take the butter out of a barrel. The butter was then carried home on the dish. The village also had a hat shop, where new hats could be purchased or old hats redecorated. There was a jewelry shop and a hotel as well as a lunch shop. Pauline Tanner’s father-in-law worked for the railroad and because the village of Lacona had a depot it was not only a busy village but an important hub serving northern Oswego County. 

On November 10, 1936 Pauline Smith married Frederick Tanner. During the early years of their marriage they lived in Pennsylvania and Ohio but when the opportunity presented itself to return home to Sandy Creek they packed and moved back home. 

It was in Tanner’s living room in 1949 that the Coterie Club was reborn. At that first meeting Tanner became the president. Even today she still speaks of the talents and commitments of the ten women at that meeting. Their vivacious and enthusiasm was always focused on projects that would benefit the twin villages. 

In reference to the clock maintenance, Mrs. Tanner notes that “the village could not afford to do what we have done all these years.” That is one of the reasons Tanner would like to see Coterie continue so that the clock will chime for generations to come. “You are welcome to sit on my porch and listen to the chimes”, she graciously offers. You might want to take her up on her offer, the chimes are beautiful, so take the time to stop and listen. 

The Historians Office has moved to the medical center building at 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The phone number remains the same, research hours continue on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or by appointment but it is a must that researchers call ahead so I can have the appropriate genealogy research materials pertaining to their family search with me at the DeMott site. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene
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Historians’ Corner
November 20, 2009
Photo: Col. D. C. Littlejohn
The failure of General McClellan's peninsular campaign in the spring and summer of 1862, the disaster of the second battle of Bull Run, and retreat of the army of the Potomac into the defenses of Washington, had dissipated all hope of a speedy termination of the war, and filled the country with alarm. 
President Lincoln had issued his proclamation for " six hundred thousand more." In August, 1862, D. C. Littlejohn passed through every part of Oswego County, and with fiery eloquence sounded the " slogan." The farmer left his field; the artisan his bench; all pursuits gave way to the extreme necessity of the hour, and the men hastened to enroll their names under the sacred banner of their country. 

The One Hundred and Tenth Regiment New York Volunteers was speedily organized, and left for the field under Colonel D. C. Littlejohn. The One Hundred and Forty-seventh Regiment New York volunteers was soon after organized, its ranks filled, and the regiment mustered into the United States service September 23, 1862. 

In the archives we have the diary of David Welch (thanks to the Widrig family) who mustered in Co. E of the 147th Regiment and died of wounds received at Gettysburg. 

Two important historic events occurred in November; on November 19, 1863 the Gettysburg address by Abraham Lincoln and on November 12, 1954 Ellis Island closed.

On November 19, 1863, at the dedication of a military cemetery at 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, during the American Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln delivers one of the most memorable speeches in American history. In just 272 words, Lincoln brilliantly and movingly reminded a war-weary public why the Union had to fight, and win, the Civil War. 
General Robert E. Lee's defeat and retreat from Gettysburg marked the last Confederate invasion of Northern territory and the beginning of the Southern army's ultimate decline.

Lincoln's address lasted just two or three minutes. The speech reflected his redefined belief that the Civil War was not just a fight to save the Union, but a struggle for freedom and equality for all, an idea Lincoln had not championed in the years leading up to the war. This was his stirring conclusion: "The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us--that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion--that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain--that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom--and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth."

November 12, 1954 Ellis Island closed. Ellis Island, the gateway to America, shut it doors after processing more than 12 million immigrants since it opened in 1892. Today, an estimated 40 percent of all Americans can trace their roots through Ellis Island, located in New York Harbor off the New Jersey coast and named for merchant Samuel Ellis, who owned the land in the 1770s.
Immigration to Ellis Island peaked between 1892 and 1924, during which time the 3.3-acre island was enlarged with landfill and by the 1930s it reached its current size 27.5-acres and additional buildings were constructed to handle the massive influx of immigrants. During the busiest year of operation, 1907, over 1 million people were processed at Ellis Island.

With America's entrance into World War I, immigration declined and Ellis Island was used as a detention center for suspected enemies. Following the war, Congress passed quota laws and the Immigration Act of 1924, which sharply reduced the number of people allowed into the country and also enabled immigrants to be processed at U.S. consulates abroad. After 1924, Ellis Island switched from a processing center to serving other purposes, such as a detention and deportation center for illegal immigrants, a hospital for wounded soldiers during World War II and a Coast Guard training center. In November 1954, the last detainee, a Norwegian merchant seaman, was released and Ellis Island officially closed.

Beginning in 1984, Ellis Island underwent a $160 million renovation; the largest historic restoration project in U.S. history and in September 1990, the Ellis Island Immigration Museum opened to the public.
The History Center will be closed Thanksgiving week. historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene
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Historians’ Corner
November 27, 2009
Photo: Supervisor Lonnie Crast, Historian Charlene Cole, Town Councilwoman Nancy Ridgeway, Carol and Grant Rohrmoser standing by the Historic Marker on the Rohrmoser property. 
As you travel north on Route 11 (The Old Salt Road) and cross into the town of Sandy Creek, a marker has been placed on the Rohrmoser property which was the site of Col. Meacham’s Big Cheese. 

One hundred seventy four years ago Meacham sought to bring fame to his hometown by creating a big cheese that was to be presented to then President Andrew Jackson. Meacham was one of the most progressive farmers of his time and he constructed a mammoth press and hoop and poured the curd processed from the milk of his 150 cows until he had a cheese which weighed 1,400 pounds. The day the cheese was moved, Meacham obtained the loan of 48 gray horses which he decorated with the National colors and placards advertising Sandy Creek as a cheese making center and headed for Pulaski where the procession halted for public viewing. It was loaded onto a canal boat and began the journey to Washington. His plan called for loading the cheese on a boat at Fort Ontario, transport it to Oswego and thence down the Oswego Canal to Syracuse and onto the junction of the Oswego and Erie Canals, and then to Albany via the Erie Canal and down the Hudson to New York from which it would travel the remainder of the way to Washington on the Atlantic Ocean and Potomac River. President Jackson accepted the cheese which was shared with the public in celebration of the anniversary of the birth of George Washington on February 22, 1836. 

The first Historic Marker for the town of Sandy Creek has been placed at the   “Home of the Colonel Meacham’s Big Cheese.” It reads: “In 1835 Colonel Thomas Meacham (1795-1847), on his farm on this site, created a 1400 pound, 11 feet, round cheese as a gift to President Andrew Jackson. An immense cheese-hoop and press were constructed and the milk from 150 cows was turned into curd. For five successive days it was piled into the great hoop. It was then conveyed by boat via Oswego, Syracuse, Erie Canal, Albany, New York City and reached Washington in time for George Washington’s birthday, February 22, 1836 when all the people of Washington were invited to “eat cheese.” 
Today Carol Rohrmoser lives in the house she and brother, Grant grew up in. Their parents, John and Francis Rohrmoser moved from Pine Camp in 1941 and purchased this 500 acre farm which had been vacant for three years. The property crossed Rt. 81 at one time and today is smaller in size but plays such an important roll in the history of our town. Grant remembers taking down an old Elm north of the property that could shade as many as 150 cows. 

A Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant was written in February of 2009 and we have just received word that we were awarded grant money for a power point project which will showcase the history of this town and its villages through photographs and oral history. With the use of historic records and photographs, historian Cole will educate school children, civic groups, local residents and researchers of the rich history of the town and “twin villages” of Sandy Creek. The presentation will include photographs from the archives presented by residents who will give a brief, scripted identification of each photograph and include their “memories.” The addition of their picture and voice will add to the presentation and give a “familiar face” to history. This is especially true for the veteran segments. While memories make for great “oral history” part two will concentrate on “the historic, documented facts” using local government and historic records.  

The Historians Office has moved to 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The Historians office will re-open Friday, December 4th at 9am and will close again from December 21 through January 8, 2010 for Christmas. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. My home phone number is 695-2820. 

Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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December 4, 2009
Photo: The “Honor Roll” table top replica took center stage at the VFW hall as the World War II veterans who were present posed for this picture in 2005 when we presented the “All Gave Some – Some Gave All” World War II book.
On December 7, 1941, Japanese planes attacked the United States Naval Base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Territory killing more than 2,300 Americans. The U.S.S. Arizona was completely destroyed and the U.S.S. Oklahoma capsized. The attack sank three other ships and damaged many additional vessels. More than 180 aircraft were destroyed. A hurried dispatch from the ranking United States naval officer in Pearl Harbor to all major navy commands and fleet units provided the first official word of the attack at the ill-prepared Pearl Harbor base. It said simply: AIR RAID ON PEARL HARBOR …THIS IS NOT DRILL. The following day, President Franklin Roosevelt, addressing a joint session of Congress, called December 7 "a date which will live in infamy", declaring war against Japan.

Today, the World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C. honors the 16 million who served in the armed forces of the U.S., the more than 400,000 who died, and all who supported the war effort from home. 
The USS Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor pays tribute to the 2,388 military and civilian personnel who lost their lives and the damage or loss of 21 vessels and 170 planes which triggered U.S. involvement in World War II.  The Arizona was one of seven battleships tied up along "Battleship Row" on the southeast shore of Ford Island when the first wave of the Japanese attack began. The ship exploded in less than nine minutes, and sank with 1,177 of her crew. 

To quote President Reagan, “We will always remember. We will always be proud. We will always be prepared so we may always be free.” 

Sandy Creek and Lacona did their part for the war effort. The Lacona Sand and Gravel Company sent approximately 40,000 tons of material for the new defense aluminum plant which was to be built at Messena; the Home Economics Department at Sandy Creek High School, members of the women’s class of the Methodist Sunday School, and Fortnightly Club members knitted sweaters and sox which the Sandy Creek Red Cross sent overseas; we participated in the nation-wide scrap iron and steel round-up while the Sandy Creek Grange sponsored a tin can drive; we rationed gas, coffee, sugar and even farm equipment; victory gardens were created and school children were urged to help in harvesting milkweed floss that was used as a replacement for kapok in life jackets because Japan controlled Kapok and the women of this community fulfilled their quota of 17,000 surgical dressings.

Please, remember all our soldiers in harm’s way and thank a Vet! 
The Historians Office has moved to 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The Historians office will re-open Friday, December 4th at 9am and will close again from December 21 through January 8, 2010 for Christmas. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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December 11, 2009
Photo: Zaben Cole (May 16, 1784 - March 12, 1874) photograph from Eloise C. Scott (great granddaughter of Myron Cole) of Houston, Texas.  
This Cole family can be traced from Devonshire, England to Massachusetts to New York. The 1870 census gives Zaben’s birthplace as Rhode Island. He was the son of Levi P. and Anna (Camp) Cole. The vital records of Shaftsbury, Bennington, Vermont, show that he married Sarah Draper (1785-1860) there January 19, 1806. Their children were Bulah, Johaniah, Miranda, Permelia, Myron and James. Miranda was the wife of Lyman Moore of Boylston. Their children were Zaben Cole Moore (grandfather of the Moore clan of Osceola); James Draper Moore; Martin E. Moore; and Frank Moore.

Zaben Cole’s farm, purchased in the 1820s, was in Lot 55, on the Sandy Creek-Boylston town line. The family home on 150 acres of land which included the site of the Boylston-Wesleyan parsonage and is today a part of the Victor Widrig farm.
He died March 12, 1874 in the town of Hannibal where he had gone to live with his surviving son Myron after Sarah’s death in 1860. Sarah Cole and one son, James are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

The farm book 2010 documenting farming in Sandy Creek/Boylston is coming along. There will be no second edition. This will be the only version of the book to be printed so if readers have photos or information please get them to Boylston historian Rita Rombach (387-5471) or to me at the Sandy Creek History Center (387-5456 x 7). We are looking for any and all information on these families and farms. Your photos can be scanned and given back to you while you wait and other documentation can be copied and returned to you immediately.
The Historians Office has moved to 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The Historians office will close again from December 21 through January 8, 2010 for Christmas. 

I will be working from home on the snowy winter days and will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days.” Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Photo: Sandy Creek History Center Volunteers
Joyce, Irene, Betty, Frances, Phyllis, Charlene and Sally
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My year end report to the community and the town and village boards of 

Sandy Creek and Lacona follows:

Volunteer Hours for 2009 equal 5779. 

Total since my appointment in August 2001 is 84,228. We continue the work of documenting and preserving Sandy Creek/Lacona history

We were awarded a Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant for 2009-2010: With the use of historic records and photographs, historian Cole will educate school children, civic groups, local residents and researchers of the rich history of the town and “twin villages” of Sandy Creek by creating a power point presentation. The presentation will include photographs from the archives presented by residents who will give a brief, scripted identification of each photograph and include their “memories.” The addition of their picture and voice will add to the presentation and give a “familiar face” to history. This is especially true for the veteran segments. While memories make for great “oral history” part two will concentrate on “the historic, documented facts” using local government and historic records.  

In May Pathfinder Bank asked the History Center to create displays for the 5 Fridays in May. Pathfinder bank wanted to celebrate 150 years (1859-2009) of banking and marked their “presence” in the Town of Sandy Creek with a series of displays depicting the history of Sandy Creek/Lacona through the years. Banking in Sandy Creek/Lacona began with Oren R. Earl who built the brick block (Sargent Block) on North Main Street, Sandy Creek. The bank was known as the Earl & Newton Bank and later Oren R. Earl Bank. At the death of Earl (1901) the unincorporated private bank was closed. By 1912 The First National Bank of Lacona opened an office in what is today the Lotice Apartment building and by 1923 moved into the newly constructed bank - Merchant National Bank (1964) which was in turn purchased by Onbank & Trust Co.(1992) and presently Pathfinder Bank (2002). 
I attended a "Managing Your Historical Photographs" workshop.  This workshop was important for me to attend to ensure that I was handling our large historic photograph collection appropriately. I am pleased to report that I could have presented this workshop which tells me that we are on the right track in the organization and preservation of our historic photographs. Topics included were identifying photographic media, proper handling and housing of photographs, gaining intellectual control of collections, and issues to think about if considering digitization. 

A local history brochure has been developed and was distributed at the Pathfinder Bank open house, the school presentation in June and the county fair in July. Stop by the town hall and pick one up! 

School Program: I was invited back to speak to grade 4 students in June. Teacher Brandie Norton said: “the 4th graders are excited to learn the historical events that took place right here in Sandy Creek and surrounding areas because it makes history a little more “real” for them and something that they can connect to. Local history has been dropped from the curriculum due to time restraints. 

The students enjoy learning about the history of their hometown and my visit is meant to connect local history with the larger events they learn about. (New York State and the United States history) I did bring some hands-on items to make the talk a little more interesting and it proved to be a big success:  a War of 1812 cannon ball (with provenance), an early leather fire pail used to fight fires, Civil War boots worn by a Sandy Creek soldier, wooden plates made at the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company ( a pre-cursor to paper plates made of wood and veneer), an arrowhead and stone Celt (tool) found at Sandy Pond,  a World War I gas Mask with picture of the soldier wearing it, a world map to show where Mt. Tambora is and explain how the eruption played a roll in the lives of people from Sandy Creek, and handed out packets with before and after photos of business in the town and villages, civil war and revolutionary war booklets and much more. 

The town now has its first historic marker - “Home of the Big Cheese” Salt Road, Sandy Creek, N.Y. – Rohrmoser property - In 1835 Colonel Thomas Meacham (1795-1847), on his farm on this site, created a 1400 pound, 11 feet, round cheese as a gift to President Andrew Jackson. An immense cheese-hoop and press were constructed and the milk from 150 cows was turned into curd. For five successive days it was piled into the great hoop. It was then conveyed by boat via Oswego, Syracuse, Erie Canal, Albany, New York City and reached Washington in time for George Washington’s birthday, February 22, 1836 when all the people of Washington were invited to “eat cheese.” 
The History Center participated at the 152nd Oswego County Fair with a booth at Heritage Hall which included a power-point presentation, a research area, the debut of the Stevens Cemetery book, and the upcoming military book and 2010 farm book for visitors to look at and make additions to.
Farm Book 2010 research is going well and I have begun the process of putting the research into book form. All the volunteers are working on the research for this book. There will be a research book that will remain in the History Center and will contain all the documentation found and a much smaller book that can be sold. The problem for me is to keep the “for sale” book down to a reasonable size. I knew there would be a lot of information in 206 years of history but the amount is overwhelming. 

The Historians Office has moved to 3 DeMott Street for the duration of the Town Hall renovations. The Historians office will close again from December 21 through January 8, 2010 for Christmas. 

I will be working from home on the snowy winter days and will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days.” Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Happy Holidays, Charlene 
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Photo: This postcard is titled “A Rare Winter Scene, Sandy Creek, N.Y.” 

This postcard brings to mind several earlier snow storms that hit this local snow belt region we call home. February and March of 1947 brought blizzard conditions for three weeks of snow on snow, mixed with plenty of wind that piled drifts twenty-five feet high in some spots. The “mild precipitation” of February 1936 isolated the Twin Villages when the weight of ice and snow brought down dozens of telephone and electrical power lines as well as blocking roads. The California Block burned on January 9, 1912 in a snow storm with gale winds out of the west which threatened to spread flames throughout the entire village. The winter of 1884-1885 was a long and snowy one. Tales of the storms of 1878-1879 were that of winter legends. The Sandy Creek News reported, “The passengers of train number 1, R.W. & O., were snow bound at Sandy Creek for six and one half days in late December. According to John Daunt, section foreman, the main problems with the drifts usually occurred at the “Old Sour Apple Tree,” a spot just north of Lacona that tied up one train for 14 days in 1877. According to a report in early January 1879, “it snowed so hard at Sandy Creek that people shaking hands could not recognize each other.” 

The Historians office will close from December 21 through January 8, 2010 for Christmas and New Years. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.

I will be working from home on the snowy winter days and will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days.” 

Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
