Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
December 17, 2010

Photo: Larkin Club members 

The Larkin Club was found locally in Boylston, Bellville, Ellisburg, Pulaski and Orwell. (Sandy Creek News 1906-1926) Pictured are: Left to right standing: Mrs. Sarah Cross, Mrs. Lettie Wart, Mrs. Nettie Stowell, Mrs. Nettie Lounsbury; seated: Mrs. Anna Bortles, Mrs. Harriet Rowe, Mrs. Gladys Robbins, Andru  Kenway, Mrs. Kenway, boys: Hunt Rowe, Mead Robbins and Hugh Stowell.

Most of us have never heard of the Larkin Club and neither did I until it was brought to my attention by Phyllis LeBeau. The picture is from Phyllis’s family archives. Many of the names are familiar to Sandy Creek researchers.

In 1886, Elbert Hubbard created the “Combination Box”, a six dollar assortment of toilet soaps shipped for thirty days’ approval. This package was altered in 1891, to the ten dollar Combination Box. It contained one hundred bars of Sweet Home Soap, nine small boxes of fine toilet soaps and creams, and a premium valued at ten dollars. Both packages contained enough soap to last the average family a year at a price that was roughly one week’s pay. The purchase of these boxes entitled customers to certificates that could then be exchanged for selected items of their choice from the company’s catalog which published Spring/Summer and Fall/Winter editions. The Larkin catalog offered hundreds of products and premiums. By selling directly to the customer expenses were eliminated and the savings passed on through “free” premiums that were equal in value to the product’s price. 

The marketing plan led to the development of a strong corporate culture that took shape in the 1890s with the birth of cooperative buying clubs. As an inducement to buy more products premiums were offered with each order. Part marketing strategy and part public relations, the consumer now felt like a member of the Larkin family and was referred to as a “Larkinite.”

The Larkin Club was established enabling the customer to purchase items on the installment plan. It became the heart of the mail order business and a key to the company’s success. Ten housewives would form a club and each contributes a dollar monthly. Club members were mostly from small towns whose families had modest incomes. The “secretary” organized the club and conducted business with Larkin offices on behalf of all members. The secretary purchased a Combination Box and the products and premiums were distributed among the club members. Some “secretaries” even won trips to visit the factory based on their sales volume.

The “Larkin Club of Ten” helped the company survive the panic of 1893. Sales boomed from $220,000 in 1892 to $15 million by 1906. Larkin products and premiums made it possible for customers to furnish their homes, stock their pantries and clothe their children. The company referred to the clubs as the highest and most popular development of the Larkin Idea. 

After 1900, Larkin expanded its product offerings beyond soaps and related products to include packaged foods and numerous household products. Products were manufactured under strict purity conditions and the Larkin Company considered themselves the “pure food specialists.” Between 1901 and 1909, as its premium business blossomed, it began purchasing manufacturing facilities that produced pottery, glassware, leather and furniture. 

The Larkin Company also opened branch offices and showrooms in and near major urban centers on the East Coast and in the Midwest. To reach small towns east of the Mississippi River, it dispatched rail cars that contained fully stocked showrooms to excite interest in the company’s products and buying clubs. 

The History Center will be closed for the months of January and February and will reopen every Friday from 9 am to 4 pm beginning in March. 

Oscar Grossman will celebrate his 90th birthday on Saturday January 15, 2011 at the VFW in Lacona from 11am till 3pm. Lunch will be served at noon and the public is invited to attend the celebration. 

The Historian will be at the office and available to researchers on good weather days at which time I will return your phone calls and e-mails. 

Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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Photo: Lulu Burdick-Bartlett, Sandy Creek High School teacher was taken in 1887/1888and is an albumen print and is mounted on cardstock for stability and strength.

To continue with the process of identifying family photographs we continue with paper photography called Albumen and Salt Prints which date from 1850-1890s.

The development of the albumen print, which was made on pure rag stock, was the next major step in the history of photography. In this form of photography, egg whites were added to a salt solution and then beaten to a froth to break down the various proteins. Then the mixture was left to age for a week, which often resulted in a distinctive aroma in the albumen manufacturing facilities. There were some side effects of the albumen process; the diet of the hens changed the properties of the print. Some prints turned yellow and faded; therefore a citric acid was added to preserve the print, but they had a tendency to turn the print brown.

Salt prints were made during this time period and the process was simpler and cheaper, but the picture quality was poorer than the albumen because the filter and texture of the paper was visible. 

To determine the type of print, hold the print horizontally to the light. If the surface appears glossy, then it is probably an albumen print; deterioration of this print results in a sepia tone to the image. Salt prints exhibit a dull finish when held to reflect the light and the image color is sepia, brown or even purple. Both these prints are mounted on cardstock to provide stability and strength. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: 1843 Tyler Coverlet: The word coverlet refers to a woven bed covering and a quilt is a stitched bed cover, usually padded.

We have received a Tyler coverlet from the family of Mary E. Widrig. The letter accompanying the coverlet reads as follows: To the Town of Sandy Creek on the occasion of the renovation of the town hall, please accept, as a gift, Mary E. Widrig’s coverlet. This heirloom came into my family’s possession through my great grandmother Lottie (Williams) Wheeler, a descendent of the Widrigs. When during the late 1940s my grandfather, Donald Wheeler and his young family left Sandy Creek in search of improved opportunity, he had entrusted the coverlet, given to him by his mother, to his younger brother Sanford. Sanford took the coverlet with the understanding he would in turn pass the coverlet on to the oldest of his brother’s young children, my father. My great uncle was indeed true to his word and gave the coverlet to my father when he felt my father was ready to properly care for it. Now my father no longer feels he can care for Mary’s coverlet and we feel it would be best if the coverlet was returned to where it came from. In doing so we feel, as well, we are honoring the memory of Uncle Sandy. Sanford E. Wheeler was a lifelong resident of Sandy Creek who served his country in both WW II and Korea. In addition, Sanford was passionate about the history of the town of his birth, and was even, for a time, the town’s historian. I am quite sure Uncle Sandy would be well pleased to know that Mary E. Widrig’s coverlet would be displayed in the newly renovated town hall of Sandy Creek, a place he so loved. And so, on behalf of my father, Daniel Allen Wheeler, my late brother, Devon Frederick Wheeler, and myself, Lucas Andrew Wheeler, I send to the people and township of Sandy Creek this historic 1843 Tyler Coverlet.

This Tyler Coverlet was placed in the hope chest of Mary E. Widrig (1821-1877) who lived her life time in Sandy Creek and never married. Mary was one of eleven children of Lawrence and Elizabeth (Bargy) Widrig who owned a large farm just south of the village. 

Sanford Wheeler was born in Sandy Creek October 31, 1919 the son of Allen R. and Lottie J. (Williams) Wheeler. He graduated from Sandy Creek High School in 1939 and was a laboratory technician for the Borden Company in Syracuse.  He entered the U. S. Army in 1942 and served with the Eighth Air Force in England from June 1943 to October 1945 and was in charge of the service records section of the 389th Bomb Group. During the Korean Conflict he enlisted in the U. S. Air Force making a career as a medical administrative supervisor. He retired in 1968 and became interested in local genealogy and history for the town of Sandy Creek. He researched and wrote books documenting each building in the village of Sandy Creek and Lacona which was used as background material for the Sandy Creek Multiple Resource nomination to the Register of Historic Places. He died March 9, 1986 and is buried on the family plot at Woodlawn Cemetery, Sandy Creek. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Major William Dewey Ferguson enlisted May 4, 1861 and served with distinction as Captain of the local company being honorably discharged in May 1863. In August of 1864 he re-enlisted in the 184th Regiment taking command of a battalion with the rank of Major. He took part in many battles and was wounded in the left arm.
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This year is the 150 anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War. During the Civil War the town of Sandy Creek, which in the census of 1860 reported a population of 2,431 furnished over 220 men for the Union Army. Few were the homes here that were not anxiously awaiting news of a son, a brother, a husband or other relative at the front with his regiment during the years of 1861-1865.  On April 9, 1865, the date of Lee’s surrender, the old town bell who’s tolling had all too often brought tidings of the death of a loved one was rung for six hours, the welcome story that it proclaimed bringing joy and thanksgiving to all. Throughout the year I will have columns to honor some of these brave soldiers.

Major William Dewey Ferguson was one of the organizers of Sandy Creek’s Company G of the 24th New York Volunteer Infantry. William Ferguson was born in Orwell on August 11, 1831, a grandson of Dr. Dewey, a pioneer physician of the town. His father, Hiram Ferguson was a carpenter and builder and moved to Sandy Creek when William was small. According to tradition William grew up in the house on Lake Street which is now the McClusky Law office. His wife was the daughter of Barnabus and Avis (Mallery-Langley) Monroe, whose home was the Monroe/Warner Place on the North Ridge Road. It was in the Ferguson home on Lake Street that Co. G of the 24th New York Volunteers was organized. Eleven years after the war, Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson moved to Oswego and later to Fulton. Mrs. Ferguson died May 1887 at the age of 52 and the Major passed away in 1915 at the age of 84. Both are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Sandy Creek. 

My column on the Larkin Club was received well and Pat Frego called to say she has a Larkin desk. I’d be interested to know if anyone else has a Larkin item. The Larkin Club was established enabling the customer to purchase items on the installment plan. Larkin products and premiums made it possible for customers to furnish their homes, stock their pantries and clothe their children.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or 

e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Historians’ Corner
February 4, 2011

Photo: Solomon S. Harding, Co. G, 24th Infantry; enlisted April 27, 1861; mustered out May 29, 1863; re-enlisted December 20, 1863 as Sgt. in Co. G 24th Cavalry; taken prisoner December 16, 1864; presumed dead
This year is the 150 anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War. During the Civil War the town of Sandy Creek, which in the census of 1860 reported a population of 2,431 furnished over 220 men for the Union Army. Throughout the year I will have columns to honor some of these brave soldiers.

According to the Oswego County History, The 24th was called the Iron Brigade. The battle flag bears the following inscriptions: Falmouth, Sulphur Springs, Rappahannock Station, Gainsville, Grovetown, Manassas, South Mountain, Antietam, First Fredericksburg, Second Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.” 

The following is a list of the men from Boylston and Sandy Creek who enlisted in Company G of the 24th Infantry: from Boylston: John A.Walt, Vincent DeLong, David Hamer, Jas. Moore and Mathew Ackler; from Sandy Creek: William Dewitt Ferguson, Henry B. Corse, Willis A. Harding, Byron Hinman, Curtis C. Hinman, Edwin Weston, Moreau J. Salisbury, Delos Watkins, Edward S. Gillet, Merrick Salisbury, Ephraim P. Potter, John H. Harding, Solomon S. Harding, Thomas Cox, James Sharpe, Hiram E. Taylor, Joseph K. Crandall, Andrew J. Barless, William Wallace, Asahel C. Wallace, William H. Wheeler, Charles E. Thomas, Granville S. Thompson, Benjamin C. Near, Barzilla Lampman, Solon W. Martin, Ira R. Stevens, Harrison Murray, Samuel Snyder, William F. Mosier, George W. Weaver, Harry Murray, John Beecher, Webster Woodard, Jehiel A. Rogers, George W. Lampman, William S. Goodrich, Richard D. Ehle, John A. Wilda, Joseph A. Robinson, John Lindo, Sewall J. Baldwin, Lorenzo Goodrich, Theodore Holmes, Henry C. Martin, Alonzo Sprague and John Nagle.

The term of the enlistment of the 24th Infantry ended May 29th, 1863 and the people of Sandy Creek got up a reception to welcome the return of Company G. Oren R. Earl was chairman of the committee, which included Alonzo H. Stevens, father of Elwin Stevens. Mr. Stevens’ contribution to the banquet was a roast pig, which he set on a platter with an ear of corn in its mouth.

Tables were set up on the lawn in front of the John Davis carriage shop which stood at what is now the corner of North Main and Salisbury Streets and all was in readiness for a great feast at noon. The homecoming soldiers were expected on the forenoon train but failed to arrive. By this time the crowd which had gathered to welcome Company G was hungry and many were in favor of holding the banquet without waiting for the soldiers. Among those who objected to this proposal, however, was Mr. Stevens, who said, “I roasted that pig for the soldiers, and if they don’t have it I’ll take the pig home.” Under the circumstances, his objection was an important one and it was decided to wait, so the roast pig and the chicken pies were carried to neighboring ovens. The soldiers didn’t arrive on the afternoon train either, but finally came on the evening train and the banquet was eaten by lantern light. 

Many of the former members of Company G later enlisted in the 24th Cavalry and other regiments and again went to the front.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or 

e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Webster Woodard, enlisted in Co. G, 24th Infantry, April 29, 1861; mustered out May 29, 1863; died August 3, 1869 of consumption.

This year is the 150 anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War. During the Civil War the town of Sandy Creek, which in the census of 1860 reported a population of 2,431 furnished over 220 men for the Union Army. Throughout the year I will have columns to honor some of these brave soldiers. We are lucky to have letters from soldiers but not always a picture of the soldier who wrote them.

Elbert E. Howe of Lacona enlisted in the 110th Infantry, August 2, 1862, as a musician, and left Oswego with his regiment the last of the month for Baltimore where he was stationed for two months. He seems to have been of a carefree, lighthearted nature and judging from the letters which he wrote Miss Coral Howlett, he evidently enjoyed life as a soldier. 

The first of his letters was written from Patterson, Baltimore Camp, September 8, 1862 and included the following: “I suppose you are having good times there at home, but I think we are having good times here. Some expect that old Jackson will be in Baltimore in a few days to take the place, but I don’t think that he will as long as we are here, for we will fight before we will let him come.”

“One of the boys had a brother who was taken prisoner in the last battle and he got away and came to our camp. He said that they couldn’t stand it to fight a great while longer, and I think we will all be home in six months to see you all.”

“I must tell you what we have to eat, good beef and bread, and sugar and coffee. I think that we can live on that kind of food as long as we stay here. We have good meetings every Sunday and every night in the week and we can have a pass sometimes to go to the city to meeting.”

“I suppose you are picking hops now. I would like to be there to help you pick too but, I have to pick on the drum. Tell Harrison Cole and Samuel Carpenter to enlist. I like to be a soldier first rate.”

Miss Howlett’s father, William E. Howlett, had a large hop yard and evidently Elbert Howe, with the other young people of the neighborhood, had been accustomed to help with the hop picking. 

November 12 he wrote, “I suppose you are having some good sleighing up in Sandy Creek. Have you had any sleigh rides yet? I don’t suppose you are having so many as you did last winter. I guess the young folks won’t find Thomas and I there to take them riding, but if we ever live to get back we can have some more good rides.”

The friend whom he mentions was no doubt Thomas Roberts, another Ridge Road boy who was a member of the same regiment. The other two boys of whom he speaks enlisted in the 147th regiment, which was mustered into service September 23, 1862. Samuel Carpenter died July 10, 1863, of wounds received in the battle of Gettysburg, but Harrison Cole returned to Sandy Creek after the war and lived for many years on the Ridge Road. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or 

e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Levi M. Wallace; mustered in Co. E, 147th Infantry September 23, 1862, died in hospital of fever.

From the July 4, 1863 edition of the Sandy Creek Times: “Another soldier gone to rest – L. M. Wallace of Co. H, 147th Regiment died recently in one of the hospitals at Washington. His corpse was embalmed and brought home, arriving last Wednesday evening. The funeral sermon was preached Friday by Elder Decker, of Pulaski.”

The service record of the 147th Infantry: Pollocks Mill Creek, Va. (April 29 to May 2, 1863); Chaucellorsville, Va. (May 2 and 3, 1863); Gettysburg, Pa. (July 1-3, 1863); Gainsville Hay Market, Va. (October 19, 1963); Mine Run Campaign, Va. (November 26 to December 2, 1863); Wilderness, Va. (May 5-7, 1864); Spottsylvania Campaign, Va. (May 8-June 12, 1864); Petersburg, Va. (June 16 to April 2, 1865); Appomattax Campaign, Va. (to April 9, 1865)

We in Sandy Creek have the best and most devoted volunteers bar none. Each volunteer has a specific “job” to do when they come into the History Center and they rarely miss a week. Phyllis is imaging and scanning photographs and in her spare time helps with the research for upcoming books. Irene has taken on the task of filing and helping with accessions while Joyce is working on Sketches/Sandy Creek News research and indexing. The Boylston historian, Rita Rombach, is working with me on a farm history book and Jim is our computer genius! The work of preserving our history is “never done.” They are truly great and with their help the History Center has come a long way since our humble beginnings. We have had great historians in the past but 10 years ago our historic records/artifacts needed serious attention and today we aim for easy access to all 208 years of our history. A big job to say the least and without these devoted people I’m not sure where we would be. In 2010 we lost several volunteers, sadly Sally Turo, who worked tirelessly for her community and Pauline Tanner, who had the answer for almost every question I could come up with, died. Betty Atkinson “knew Sandy Pond” and is currently in a nursing home. The “Killam” boys still come by to help and I call on local residents all the time. The support of the town and village boards and the community is essential to our success. Thank you!

Joyce found this interesting article on an early pioneer, Darius Hale: Darius Hale was one of six children born to William and Mercy (Stewart) Hale, on March 13, 1829, and he died June 5, 1912. His parents were among the first settlers here, coming from Massachusetts. Darius married Cynthia Widrig, daughter of Lawrence and Betsey Widrig. 

In his lifetime he could relate many interesting facts about the country and saw the automobile replace his homemade sled. He writes, “The Salt Road was a wilderness when my family came to this area and as soon as the family could they cleared a spot and began to raise corn. The corn was taken to Williamstown, the nearest place where it could be ground and the nearby settlers took turns making the trip to Williamstown.  William planted apple trees and as soon as they began to bear fruit the juice was pressed out by hand and converted into vinegar which was shared with neighbors. The family tapped trees for maple syrup; logs were cut into short lengths and hewn to make receptacles for catching the sap.”

“Indians were as numerous as settlers, usually following Deer Creek which ran through our farm. Land sold for seven cents an acre and father’s taxes one time were four cents. Our family was noted for hospitality as strangers were never turned away. I can remember when cross roads were as thickly settled as some villages are now, but all log houses, and within a few minutes a crowd of fifty or more young people could be gotten together for a party; father was a good violinist."

Historic photographs are being hung in the meeting room and main hallway at the town hall. These photographs showcase the history of our town and our pride in it. Photographs will include Sandy Creek town and village, Lacona village, Sandy Pond, the fair, veterans, etc. and will be changed as often as possible for your enjoyment. Some photographs have been featured in this column and others from our archives will be “new to you.”

 The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or 
e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Harrison H. Cole, mustered in Co. E, 147th Volunteer Infantry, September 23, 1862. Cole enlisted as a musician and was the leader of the 3rd Brigade Band, 3rd Division, 5th Corps. Several members of that Army band were killed at Gettysburg and Cole narrowly escaped capture by the Confederates. 

Later he was the leader of the Sandy Creek Cornet Band that supplied music for entertainment, concerts and early Memorial Day Parades. It grew out of an earlier military band which had included several Civil War Veterans. February 27, 1879 Sandy Creek News advertised the band as “furnishing appropriate music for picnics, excursions, etc.” The band was active for several years around 1880.

This year is the 150 anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War. During the Civil War the town of Sandy Creek, which in the census of 1860 reported a population of 2,431 furnished over 220 men for the Union Army. Throughout the year I will have columns to honor some of these brave soldiers. We are lucky to have letters from soldiers but not always a picture of the soldier who wrote them.

This letter written to Miss Coral E. Howlett by Humphrey T. Roberts, a Ridge Road boy, who was a soldier in the Civil War, was mailed June 15, 1864 at Memphis, Tennessee.

Roberts writes: I have once more returned to the land where the Yankees reign. I presume you have heard of the expedition that left Vicksburg under General A. J. Smith for Red River. Well, I was one of the party that went up in that forsaken country and was glad enough to get out again. A great potion of the time that we were there our communication was cut off so that we were unable to hear from our friends for a long time. We lost considerable mail which was captured by the Rebs; also some that we attempted to send to our friends. 

We left Vicksburg the 10th of March and returned the 25th of May. We had considerable hard fighting more than I wish to see in the same length of time again. I suppose you have seen accounts of the Battle of Pleasant Hill. I was there and did not call it very pleasant, either. We had a very hard fight which lasted for three hours. Our Brigade (the second) formed the advance on the left, the point where the Rebs seemed to press the hardest. Consequently, we suffered very severely. Our regiment went in the fight with 470 men and came out with a loss of 212 men killed, wounded and missing. 

I have heard the whistle of the shell and Minnie until I am satisfied that the music that is produced is not the music which best suits my ears. Some foolhardy braves have described those sounds as being very beautiful. They may be to some, but I think they must be so to those who pay $300 to keep away from them!

We left Vicksburg for this place on the 8th and the guerillas were so thick on the bank that we were obliged to go ashore and march about twenty miles. We found quite a force of Rebs and had something of a fight with them. We succeeded in driving them as usual. We are now camped about a mile and a half back of the city of Memphis, waiting for orders, I suppose. I do not know where we will be sent from here. Some say we will go to Sherman and some say we are to remain on the river. Time will only let us know. 

The news of the re-nomination of Old Abe was received with the greatest satisfaction by the soldiers, and should be by every loyal citizen in times like these. Old Abe will get the support of the entire army. 

Cora, last evening I had some bread and milk for supper, something you know soldiers are not accustomed to have, but I paid twenty cents for a quart of milk and then had only half enough. We are now living very well. We get fresh bread from the bakers every day and with what other rations we get we manage to get along very well. 

I received your kind letter of May 1, also one from home the same time, the only letters I have had in a long, long time. I must confess that I am not as well as I would like to be, although I am able for duty. I will close hoping to hear soon from you as well as others. Give my best respects to all, and tell them that I am above ground yet.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or 

e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  We are located downstairs at the Town Hall.

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Historians’ Corner
March 4, 2011

Photo: J.K.P.Cottrell

James K. P. Cottrell enlisted as a Private on August 1, 1862, Co. B, 7th Cavalry Regiment, NY at the age of 19. August 6, 1862 he enlisted in Co. 110 Infantry Regiment, NY and was promoted to full Sergeant August 19, 1862; promoted to full 2nd Lieutenant March 13, 1863; promoted to full 1st Lieutenant September 11, 1864; mustered out Co. C 110th Infantry Regiment, NY August 28, 1865 at Albany, NY. 

I continue to share the letters of some of our brave Civil War soldiers on the 150th anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War. This column honors Major A. J. Barney.

J. K. P. Cottrell wrote a letter to his father, William Cottrell, on May 28, 1863 while stationed at Algiers: “I wrote you last from Barre’s Landing. The 20th inst. we received orders to march – the train and troops to start the next morning for Brashear City – the march of 120 miles was to be performed in eight days – at least 12 miles per day. We started at 7 a.m. the 21st, and after getting straightened out on the road and under motion it was stated that the train was eight miles long. A regiment of mounted infantry took the lead and scoured the country ahead while a section of Nim’s battery was in the rear. We learned after starting that there were about 700 rebel cavalry on the route. We had about 2,000 infantry which were well distributed along the train and could protect it. 

The Negro train, I should judge, was four miles long and consisted of all kinds of vehicles, drawn by all kinds of animals and loaded with all kinds of furniture and trash, and top of many a big load of such would be from 12 to 30 Negroes of all sizes. It was a great sight; I wish an artist could have sketched it. 

We marched about 18 miles the first day and put up on a plantation where there was plenty of forage for the numerous drove of horses and mules we had collected on the march. The 22nd we marched 12 or 14 miles, stopping at New Iberia for the night. On the 23rd we resumed our march, the Negroes joining us at almost every plantation, swelling our train. That uses up the planters, to see their Negroes leaving.

On the 26th we arrived at Berwick City and stopped overnight. The 27th we crossed Berwick’s Bay and took the cars for Algiers, after visiting several of Company C in the convalescent camp – Robert Austin, J. Ridgeway and Crocker Snyder, from Sandy Creek, and several from Orwell. We arrived at Algiers in the evening and came aboard the transport “Crescent,” where I am now. We expect to leave soon for Port Hudson, where I learn there is fighting almost every day. Several of Company C who have been in New Orleans hospitals have come on board and are going to join the company. Byron Moore is getting quite smart. Crock is going back again. I hear that Richmond is ours. I wish it were truly so. Bully for Stoneman; wish he had attacked the city. God bless Hooker and the army. It seems that determination rages in all the lines just now. We hear great news from Grant – that he has taken over 100 pieces of artillery and four lines of the enemy’s works at Vicksburg. I hope it will continue to grow bright till rebellion shall fade away. It seems as if God was blessing us now. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 

e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Major A. J. Barney was killed at the second battle of Bull Run. When the Grand Army of the Republic Post No. 217 was organized in Sandy Creek it was named in memory of Major A. J. Barney. 

I continue to share the stories of some of our brave Civil War soldiers on the 150th anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War. This column honors Major A. J. Barney.

Andrew Jackson Barney was a lawyer and trustee of Union Academy in Bellville when he enlisted in the 24th NY Vol. Infantry in the spring of 1861, and was elected Captain of Co. K.  Later promoted to Major he was considered an officer of great ability, well loved by the area men who served under him. Ironically Major Barney was acquainted with Confederate General Stonewall Jackson, and in the second battle of Bull Run, he was leading the 24th in a disastrous charge against the railway embankment behind which was Stonewall Jackson’s army. It is reported that Jackson recognized Barney as a Jefferson County acquaintance from the time of his own military service at Madison Barracks and as he led the charge he ordered him captured. However, in the tremendous volume of fire that greeted the 24th, Major Barney fell from his mount mortally wounded. Jackson saw to it that his body was taken care of and sent back to the Union lines under a flag of truce. The body of the gallant officer was brought home to Bellville and laid to rest with funeral services attended by over 1,000 people. He is buried at Woodside Cemetery near Bellville, in the Town of Ellisburg.

I was reading an article in the Post Standard titled: National Archives Steps Up Effort to Recover Stolen History. This reminds me of our own historic loss of the Sandy Creek Civil War Roster Roll which was taken from the town hall a few years ago. We are still hoping the people who took it will return it. Please, just drop it off at the town hall, no questions asked. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or 

e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  We are located downstairs at the Town Hall. Local photographs have been hung in the upstairs meeting room and hallway. Stop by. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
March 18, 2011

Photo: Home of Oren R. Earl; Ezra Williams; Howard Sargent; Clarence S. Corteville; The Snackery Restaurant and Texaco Service Station were also on this site and today Rod’s Big M.  

Many people contact my office for the history of their homes. While we cannot help everyone, we do have the information compiled by Sanford Wheeler on the houses of both villages. 

Originally, this was the site where the Pierrepont Land Office Stood. This building was moved to the corner of Ellisburg and Franklin Streets and converted into a dwelling which was destroyed by fire years ago and replaced by a modular home owned by Mrs. Alice (Thompson) Bacon. Also at an early date, a red brick school house stood in the northeast corner of the triangle, this building was later dismantled. In the early days the “triangle” served as the “Village Green” and the troops of the local militia drilled there. 

In the early 1850’s Oren R. Earl (1813-1901) built a large house on the triangle. There is a picture of this house in the History of Oswego County as it looked in 1877. Earl also owned the Bert Williams farm, later the Janacek Apartments on North Main Street, and at one time owned three farms for a total of 530 acres and owned rental properties about the village. 

Oren R. Earl served in the State legislature in 1847, was Town Supervisor for 17 years, Village President for four years and at various times headed the Union Cemetery Association and the Sandy Creek, Richland, Orwell and Boylston Agricultural Society, having helped to organize both the Cemetery organization and the fair at Sandy Creek. He also donated the lease of the land for the Fair in 1858 and gave the land outright for the Union Free School in 1871. His local business interests were varied and productive and he poured his personal resources back into his community to such an extent, that it still bears his imprint in many ways.  He married Jennett Salisbury (1818-1886), daughter of Nathan Salisbury who ran the Salisbury House on North Main Street until his death. Oren R. and Jennett Earl did not have children.

Ezra Williams bought the Earl residence on February 12, 1903, paying $1,250.  On August 13, 1903, Williams built a 12’ x 40’ addition to the barn and extensively remodeled the house. Sanford Wheeler remembers a large lawn with many shade trees where in the summertime band concerts and ice cream socials were sometimes held. He remembers the watering trough at the corner of Main and Ellisburg Streets, although few horses were stopping by for a drink by then. There was a long barn along the Ellisburg Street side of the triangle that was used during the Sandy Creek fair to house the handsome horses that performed with the Troop D Rough Riders of the State Troopers of Oneida. 

January 9, 1930 the house was badly damaged by fire and once again remodeled. In the 1930’s Howard Sargent who was married to Doris Williams, granddaughter of Ezra and Matie (Kenyon) Williams, constructed a small gas station on the front lawn of the old house. 

In 1949, Clarence S. Corteville of Williamstown purchased the house and service station. The house was dismantled in 1967 and the Big-M Super Market was built. The Snackery Restaurant and Texaco Service Station were also on this site. 

I recently got a query about the Daniels Brothers Garage in Lacona from 1954-1957, owned and operated by Chester Myron Daniels and Leman “Popeye” Daniels. If you know where the garage was located or have any information, please contact me. We are also looking for old phone books, which may have helped us find this information, please drop them off at the History Center. Thanks. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm weather permitting.  Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 

e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Charlene Cole 
Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
March 25, 2011

Photo: Allen J. Thompson and James G. Thompson, 

Congressional Medal of Honor recipients.

In this column I will share the story of two brothers who fought in the Civil War and received the. Allen J. Thompson enlisted April 1863 as a private in Company K, 4th Heavy Artillery and James G. Thompson enlisted February 15, 1863 as a private in Company K, 4th Heavy Artillery. This account was printed in “Deeds of Valor” edited by W. F. Beyer and O. F. Keydel, published in 1903 and is also in the military papers of the National Archives in Washington, D. C.

“There were two – and they were brothers” by Irene Anthony, a story of two brothers from Sandy Creek who won the Medal of Honor. On the 14th day of September, 1861, Allen Joseph Thompson became a private in Company K of the 81st Regiment of New York State, commanded by Captain Steele. In schoolboy handwriting, Allen, at age 15 years, signed his name to his enlistment papers and immediately became 18. James Granville Thompson, born December 25, 1849, had to wait, but when he turned age 15 he enlisted in the same outfit his brother Allen was in. 

James Granville Thompson was seriously injured at White Oak Road (Appomattox Campaign) and used the following words to tell about it: “I belonged to the 4th NY Heavy Artillery, First Division, Second Brigade, Second Corps – division commanded by General Nelson B. Miles. For three days we had been in line of battle, sleeping on our arms, engaging the enemy each day in charges, taking breast works and skirmish. On April 1st we were advancing in the early morn by brigade front, when we came upon a formidable line of works protected in front by an impossible slashing to the works beyond.”

The only possible way to get through would be to swing into columns of fours only to be annihilated if a trap had been laid for us. Not a flag in sight, not a rifle cracked to break the stillness of the morning, it looked suspicious. All eyes turned towards the works. Every man in the brigade was full of anxiety to know the secret they concealed. General Miles observed that it would be necessary to call for volunteers who would take the lead, advance through the woods and ascertain the situation. This call was responded to and Private James Thompson of Company K, Fourth Heavy Artillery, one of a little squad volunteered, and lived to tell the following of what happened: “Five other comrades and my brother joined me, stepping in front following the call of General Miles for volunteers. We received our instructions directly from the General.”

“We were to advance fifty feet apart, with our rifles at ready and to fire the instant we discovered the first sign of an enemy concealed in ambush. When we reached a certain tree he pointed out to us, one of our members was to climb it and swing his cap as a signal for the brigade to come on if we found that all was well. We started, my brother first, I next, and the other five in their regular order from right to left.”

“After advancing perhaps one-fourth of the way, through the slashing we had all bunched up together and proceeded in this manner perhaps fifty yards farther when we were surprised to see an outpost of the enemy of about fifty men rise out of the slashing a little to the left of the road and within fifty feet of us. They ordered us to throw down our guns and ‘come in’, what could we do? We had the secret of a signal that would have drawn that brigade of brave boys in our rear into this death trap where the enemy could have shot them down at their leisure. We knew very well that if we surrendered without giving the alarm we could be compelled to give up the signal or die. So we decided our only course was to give the alarm and die where we were. We fired and received their volley of fifty pieces at a distance of scarcely 100 feet. Six of our number were stretched on the ground, five dead, one desperately wounded, and one with several holes through his clothes but without a scratch on his body who made his way back to the rear and to his company as soon as possible.”

“Our troops heard the alarm shots and the volley that followed and knew at once what had happened to our little squad. The enemy’s position was uncovered. The battle commenced at once, our brigade held the position where they were, while the second division swung around and took them on the flank, taking a great many prisoners and compelling them to evacuate their works and hunt another position to the rear. After the battle was over our little squad was forgotten. A detail was sent to bury them. They found me still ‘in the land of the living’ lying with my dead comrades all this time between the contending lines praying for a ball to come and end my misery. My brother, Allen Thompson, was the one who got back to the lines in safety and made this report. He also received a Medal of Honor.”

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm.. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. Charlene, Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Jim and Rita

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
April 1, 2011

Photo: Ormsby District School The Ormsby/Hamer School was razed several years ago. This school was established before 1840 and closed in 1946. The schoolhouse was located at the corner of Ballou and Rt. 15. 

A One Room School Remembrance by Kathryn (Presley) Campbell: “In winter after oatmeal, we pulled on our snow pants, coats and hoods, buckled our overshoes, submitted to face scarves, and if the snow wasn’t treacherously crusty, admitting breakthroughs, we went on skis, cross-lots to school, sliding each ski in turn under the tops of barbed wire fences, then stepping back into them and kept on going. If it wasn’t a cross-lots day we’d walk the road scrambling high up on the snow banks when a snow plow approached. Some days we dragged our sleds with us.”

“Our teacher at Ormsby District #2, in the late 30’s into the 40’s, on the new Ballou Road, was Hannah (Borden) Ridgeway and she had an excellent balance (I know now) in tolerating any exuberance and in giving guidance with suggestion. I marvel, remembering her, for she was calm and she was pleasant. I don’t recall Hannah B. ever taking anyone out to the entrance hall to deal with an offense. She had peaceful but decisive ways of dealing. When World War II began her only child Walter was in the service and he was killed. She went right on teaching. It was said her hair turned white overnight. She was one brave lady!”

“We hung up our outer garments on wall pegs around and behind the circular metal jacket enclosing the big iron wood-fed stove in the right front corner, putting mittens and overshoes around under the edges of the metal enclosure to dry out, creating a pungent, and damp wool odor. If a burning, rubber smell occurred, someone acted fast to rescue a boot or overshoe.”

“Taking our seats, we settled to roll-call, did a pledge of allegiance and listened to teacher read from Horatio Alger (Poor Boy Makes Good Triumphs) or from an Albert Payson Terkune (Dog Heroes) for about 15 minutes while our ‘wiggle-ness’ subsided. Sometimes teacher would halt and ask several questions about the story and apparently satisfied we were allowed to continue on with crayons or drawing while we listened.” 

“At the far right of our forward facing desks were bookshelves and a reading table, our library. Here was Compton’s Encyclopedia and I remember opening ‘A’ finding ‘Atom’ and words like ‘proton’ and ‘neutron.’ Nearby was a wooden cupboard of books, one about a child on an ocean-liner voyage, a delightfully illustrated ‘Winnie the Pooh’ Book and one about a ‘Dr. Doolittle’ who had an animal called the ‘Push Me-Pull You.’ Over the blackboard behind the teacher’s desk were long, pull down maps and I remember the distinct surprise of finding out that the world was bigger than Lacona.”

“Grades were called individually to the long front seat to go through assigned pages in English, Arithmetic or Social Studies. Returning to our seats we worked on what we had to do. Sometimes we copied seasonal pictures, such as Easter Eggs from the ‘Instructor Magazine’ using a board with a strange gelatin-like surface which would replicate several pictures before it gave out. These were for the interested ones and the little ones to color, used decoratively on windows or blackboard borders.”

“Lyman Robbins, Ginny Chrisman, Leona Kinney, Lillian Miller and Everett Miller, were the youngest, their seats smaller and closer to the windows on our left as we faced teachers desks. Mary VanGiesen and Eddie Robbins were just older and myself with the still older ones, teacher had a total of sixteen students.”

“Rev. Adelbert Edwards would come to give talks and encourage bible verse memorizations. We were delighted if he would stay on with us at recess time playing ‘Prisoner’s Base’, a team game requiring tagging as prisoner any members of the other team; ‘Annie, Annie Over’ (chanted), was a team game also requiring capturing of prisoners and was rather breathless in never quite knowing if the team on the far side of the schoolhouse would catch the ball thrown over the roof ridge-pole and come around to charge us and catch us, or whether it had to be searched for in the woods brush adjoining. If the ball failed to clear, the chant became ‘didn’t quite go over’ as the holding team tried again. ‘Pom, Pom, Pull Away’ was another game where prisoners were caught, occasionally roughly and sometimes were exchanged or retrieved by tagging. In winter there were good sliding hills if we headed in the direction of Clyde Ballou’s during noon hour, after eating our blackberry jelly sandwiches and small jars of applesauce from our tin lunch boxes. In the spring some older boys went into the woods and came back with leeks and a clinging odor generally considered as most unpleasing.”

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm.. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. Many historic photographs have been hung in the meeting room and hallway upstairs for your viewing and several articles have been written by Erin Place for the Oswego Pall Times concerning the history of our town. 

Charlene, Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Jim and Rita
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
April 8, 2011

Photo: Colonel D. C. Littlejohn
The American Civil War began on April 12, 1861 when Confederates first fired on Union troops at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. The bombardment of Fort Sumter was the opening engagement of the American Civil War. Most consider Lee's surrender on April 9, 1865 the end of the war. Although the Army of Northern Virginia surrendered on April 9th, technically, there were still Confederate Forces in the field until June. Confederate General Stand Watie surrendered on June 23, 1865 when the last major fighting occurred.
I continue to share the stories of some of our brave Civil War soldiers on the 150th anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War. The failure of General McClellan’s peninsular campaign in the spring and summer of 1862, the disaster of the second battle of Bull Run and retreat of the army of the Potomac into the defenses of Washington, had dissipated all hope of a speedy termination of the war and filled the country with alarm. President Lincoln had issued his proclamation for “six hundred thousand more.” In August 1862, D. C. Littlejohn passed through every part of Oswego County, and with fiery eloquence sounded the call for volunteers. The farmer left his field; the artisan left his bench; all pursuits gave way to the extreme necessity of the hour, and the men hastened to enroll their names under the sacred banner of their country.

The 110th Regiment New York Volunteers was speedily organized and left for the field under Colonel D. C. Littlejohn. The 147th Regiment New York Volunteers was soon after organized, its ranks filled, and the regiment mustered into the United States service, September 23, 1862, under Andrew S. Warner of Sandy Creek. Men from this and neighboring towns served in Company E under the following officers: Captain Elhanan Seeley, Sandy Creek; First Lieutenant James Coey, Redfield; and Orson J. Woodward, Sandy Creek. 

An account of the engagements of Company E of the 147th New York Volunteers was written by H. H. Cole, a member of the company. Cole writes: “Many of our citizens can remember when the boys of Company E left this village to join the 147th Regiment at Oswego.  Some may think we had a play spell. The following dates will show how we spent our time for two years and 9 months. 

September 22, 1862; mustered on September 27th ; left Oswego September 30th; reached Camp Chase, Virginia; October 3 marched to Tennallytown, D. C.; November 28 to December 1, on march Port Tobbacco and Aquia; December 1 to 31, on provost duty at Aquia Creek and Falmouth. 

January 20-24, 1863; Burnside’s mud march; April 28, at Belle Plaine Landing; April 29-30, Battle of Pollock’s Mill Creek; May 2-3, Battle of Chancellorsville; June 12-30, on march to Gettysburg, Pa.; July 1-3, Battle of Gettysburg; July 6-August 1, on march to Rappahannock; September 16, march to Stevensburg; September 24, march to Raccoon Ford, Rapidan; October 6-9, received 222 recruits near Culpepper; 11-14, on retreat to Centerville; October 16, received 100 new recruits at Centerville; October 19 at Haymarket (pickets captured); October 20, crossed mountains through Thoroughfare Gap; October 24, march to Bristo Station; November 5, march to Callett’s Station; November 9, crossed  Rappahannock and helped drive enemy to Rapidan; November 26-December 2, Mine Run Campaign; December 4-31, camp at Kelly’s Ford. 


An account of the engagements of Company E of the 147th New York Volunteers, written by H. H. Cole, a member of the company, will conclude in next weeks column.

It is my hope that the readers of this column will find the information on “our boys” during the Civil War interesting.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Charlene, Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Jim and Rita
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Charlene Cole 
Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
April  15, 2011

Photo: A. J. Newton, enlisted August 6, 1862 in Co. E, 147th Infantry, mustered out June 7, 1865; this photo was taken in the summer of 1864 while home on leave to visit his ill wife in Sandy Creek
An account of the engagements of Company E of the 147th New York Volunteers was written by H. H. Cole, a member of the company. Cole writes: “Many of our citizens can remember when the boys of Company E left this village to join the 147th Regiment at Oswego.  Some may think we had a play spell. The following dates will show how we spent our time for two years and 9 months. Conclusion: 

January 1-May 4, 1864, in camp at Culpepper; February 6-7, demonstration on Morton and Raccoon Fords; March 24, consolidation with 5th corps; May 5-7, Battle of Wilderness, near Parker’s Store, Brock Road  and  Orange Plank Road; May 8, Battle of Piney Branch Church; May 10-12, Battle of Laurel Hill; May 12-13, Battle of  Salient, or 2nd corps angle; May 13-21, Battle of Spottsylvania; May 24-26, North Anna; May 27-31, Battle of Bethesda Church; June 1, Battle of Cold Harbor; June 7, skirmish at Bottoms Bridge; June 13, crossed Chickahominy River; June 16, crossed James River; June 18-19, assault on Petersburg, Va.; August 18-21, Battle of Welden Railroad (Yellow House); September 30, Battle of  Poplar Spring Church, Peebles Farm; October 27-28, Battle of Hutchen’s Run; December 7-12, Hicksford Raid.

January 28, 1865, veterans and recruits of the 76th New York transferred to the 147th; February 5-7, Battle of Dabney’s Mills; March 29-31, Battle of White Oak Ridge, Boynton Plank Road; April 1, Battle of Five Forks; May 2-9, pursuit of Lee, Five Forks to Appomattox, (Lee’s surrender); May 9-May__, on road from Appomattox to Washington; June 7, mustered out of United States service at Washington, D. C.

Total enrollment: 2,102; killed and died of wounds during service, 347; wounded and recovered, 411; captured, less those who died in prison (71) 124; total battle losses, 882.

(Note: Sandy Creek News January 24, 1895: the above dates are not complete but as near correct as the officers of the 147th association can furnish at the present time.)

Thanks to Ralph Farmer who called with information on the Daniels Brothers Garage. Leman and Chester Myron Daniels were part owners in the Daniels Brothers Garage in Lacona, the former Shoecraft Garage. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall.
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
April  22, 2011

Photo: Merrick Salisbury, “He Fell Defending It” 24th Infantry, Co. G, died October 10, 1862 in the City of Fredericksburg, MD. Of wounds received in battle of Antietam, September 17, 1862. Buried in Stevens Cemetery.
The Sandy Creek News during January 1887 carried several articles on the battle of Antietam written by David L. Hamer of Boylston who took part in the battle. He was an interesting man and led an adventuresome life for in addition to serving as a soldier in the Civil War he had made a voyage around the Horn and had taken part in the gold rush of 1849.

“A part of  his story of Antietam deals with the members of Company G from Sandy Creek which had but seven or at most eight men in the fight. The first man to fall in old Company G was Martin J. Denison of Orwell. He was struck by a bullet across the forehead, fracturing the skull and bringing him to the ground. He soon began to show signs of life and was assisted to his feet by A. R. Penfield who told him to keep his hand to his forehead to keep the blood from running in his eyes and to go to the rear as soon as possible.”

“Next in turn came Moreau J. Salisbury of Sandy Creek, struck by a bullet in the ankle or instep which passed through the heel, making a fearful wound. He was helped to the rear by David Crocker. The next struck was Merrick Salisbury of Sandy Creek, son of Lorenzo Salisbury. He was struck by a musket ball that lodged in the knee joint under the knee pan, inflicting a very painful wound. Thomas Cox may have been the one to help carry him back out of the way and from under the fire.” 

“Next in turn comes the lamented Lyman Houghton of Orwell, of whom too much cannot be said in his favor. He was about 23 years of age and had the strength and courage of a tiger, a splendid form, six feet high, iron nerves and was number one in the use of the Enfield rifle. Captain Dan O’Brien told me just before he died that it was Houghton who shot the rebel general Stark.”

“It will no doubt be remembered by many of the older inhabitants of the county what terrible excitement and strain on the public nerve was produced by the disastrous result of Pope’s campaign in Virginia. Within ten days the rebel hosts had crossed into Maryland with the intention of capturing Washington or invading the then not too loyal North, all of which tended to keep the public excitement up to fever heat. Hundreds of men who had sons serving in the ranks had come to Washington to see what would be the next move on the military-chessboard and among others from this vicinity was the Hon. Oren R. Earl of Sandy Creek, Mason Salisbury and Lorenzo Salisbury. The last two named had boys serving in Co. G of the old 24th and if I remember right they arrived just in time to see the battle of Antietam. As the wounded were being carried back as I have described, both parents found their boys among the desperately wounded. Who can describe the meeting, the joy at finding them alive and their sorrow at finding them wounded? When the time came for their wounds to be dressed the doctors decided that amputation was necessary to save their lives. The knives are ready and the surgeon is waiting but Mason is pleading to save the boy’s limb and thinks with proper care it may be saved. The surgeon tells him that there is not one chance in ten to save his life. Still the father pleads to save him. At last the surgeon tells him to take him away from there and do the best he can for him. Next in turn comes poor Merrick, a brave boy, with a musket ball that has lodged in the knee joint. It cannot be extracted; it is bedded in the bone. The surgeon tells the father that it is a clear case that it must come off. Lorenzo objects to it and cites the case of Mason as a precedent and he is finally allowed to take his boy; but on going the doctor tells him that the boy cannot live in that condition to exceed five days, and if I remember right, before the time expired he started for home with him a corpse while Moreau Salisbury who had the best of care that could be given him under the circumstances lingered between life and death for months, but with a strong hold on life and a constitution of iron he at last pulled through.”

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Charlene, Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Jim and Rita

Charlene Cole
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Historians’ Corner
April  29, 2011

Photo: This house has the distinction of being part in the village of Lacona and part in the village of Sandy Creek, the Mac Vean house, from the information compiled by Sanford Wheeler. 
Many people contact my office for the history of their homes. While we cannot help everyone, we do have the information compiled by Sanford Wheeler on the houses of both villages. Check your deed for information on your house and property. Deeds are useful to genealogists, those buying and selling land, and those wishing to find information about particular times or events. To find out the history of a piece of real estate, the researcher can work backward or forward from one deed to the next. Each deed tells who conveyed the right of possession of the land to whom. The list of owners in succession is called the chain of title. Trying to reconstruct the chain of title by searching through the deeds is called a title search. Local deeds can be found at the County Clerk’s Office at Oswego.

Francis W. Baker and Amarilla (Richardson) Baker, the parents of Coral (Baker) Thomas, who moved to Sandy Creek from Richland in 1867 were early occupants of this house. It is said that M. Fayette and Coral (Baker) Thomas lived in the house for a short time following their marriage on October 5, 1880. However, the 1878 village census record would indicate that Albert Powers was living in the house at that time. Albert Powers is also shown as the owner of the house on the 1889 map. Perhaps this served as a two family house. In 1890 Powers sold this house to Dr. Davis. News item dated January 16, 1890; Dr. Davis has purchased the Albert Powers property on Railroad Street (today, Harwood Drive), consideration, $1,600. By 1894, William M. McConnell owned the property as a rental house which was being rented by Peter G. Hydorn. It is known that Hydorn purchased the Hydorn home on Harwood Drive in Lacona in 1900.

It is unknown who may have lived in this house between 1900 and the time George Corse moved there. Wilbur Fisk Corse and his wife Charlotte M. (Stevens) Corse moved in this house for a number of years prior to the time their grandson George W. Corse took over the house. George had made his home with his grandparents. Charlotte was the daughter of Alonzo H. Stevens. Wilbur and Charlotte were the parents of Henry A. Corse; Edna L. (Corse) Cook and Lulu B. (Corse) Trumbull. 

Correction: In the March 18th column on the home of Oren R. Earl; Ezra Williams; Howard Sargent; Clarence S. Corteville; The Snackery Restaurant and Texaco Service Station, today Rod’s Big M, I stated that “In 1949, Clarence S. Corteville of Williamstown purchased the house and service station.” Joe Nellis has corrected me by saying that Corteville came from Williamson, near Rochester. Thank you Joe! Corrections and added information to any of my columns are always welcome.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. Charlene
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
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May 6, 2011 
Photo: Bantam Bowlers, B P E bowlers, 
this photo was in the April 27, 1967 issue 
of the Sandy Creek News
Spring bowling is under way and it brings back memories of the bowling alley that was at the B P E  building, now the Sandy Creek Town Hall. We have some great pictures of the alleys and bowling teams and I am hoping this picture will bring back fond memories.

Pictured in the front row: Randy Miles, Mike Surprize, Richie Soule, Edson Setzer, Dale Fiegl, Paul Fiegl and David Parker. Second row: Denise Miles, Janice Love, Margo Thibault, Becky Fox, Mrs. Wilma Bettinger, Jill Soule, Janet Kersey, Sue Curry, Susan Kersey. Third row: Amy Kappesser, Randy Allen, Steve Kappesser, Bobby Turo, Bill Carlin, Peter Crandall, Norman Widrig, Chris McKown and Peter Maurer. 

The History Center is working on completing the Boylston/Sandy Creek/Wesleyan Cemetery book complete with photos of the gravestones. The farm book has been put on hold because we are still awaiting information. Several other projects are keeping us busy; we just had a Boy Scout group visit the Center; the 4th graders will be here in June; the County Fair booth in July; the last military book research and a Civil War book. We continue with the weekly projects of filing and accessions, jobs that never end. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Charlene, Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Jim and Rita
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Charlene Cole 
Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
May 13, 2011

Photo: Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Lounsbury’s 
home was moved to Prospect Street not long 
before the present day Pathfinder Bank
Sandy Creek News: February 5, 1975: Shoemaker/Bootmaker

Years ago, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Stowell discovered that a section of a partition in their home on Salina Street, Lacona had been built of two antique signboards. Mr. Stowell removed the wide pine boards and kept them in the garage for sometime, and they have remained there since his death in 1963. Mrs. Stowell told us about them last week, so this time we were prompt to try capturing the quaint business signs on film. The old flat paints are water and times marked but are none the less clear. With the help of Lawrence Hollis, they were transported to the home of Alaska McCauley on Tifft Street, Lacona and Akie consulted his long memory of Lacona events for us. (He was born October 26, 1886, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Dewitt Clinton McCauley. His father had a jewelry shop in the annex to the brick Hollis block which stood where the VFW parking lot now is at the corner of Park Street and Harwood Drive) Akie does not get around as much as he once did, but remains alert and interested in what is going on. He said that he recalled seeing the signs on the picket fence which surrounded the front yard of the house which once stood where the Lacona office of the Merchants National Bank is now. (Today Pathfinder) As Mr. McCauley recalls it, a Mr. Briggs lived there and was a cobbler. When Akie was about twelve, the five children in the McCauley family were all outfitted by Mr. Briggs with copper toed shoes, at a cost of $2.00 per pair. Mr. Briggs did the foot measuring, carefully outlining each child’s foot on brown wrapping paper, then labeling each set of measurements. Close to that time, Akie remembered, a Watertown train stopped at the railroad station and the warm ashes and coals were dumped near Mr. Briggs’ henhouse and cobbler shop which were near the tracks. The out buildings caught fire and burned to the ground. The house stood on the spot, however, until it was moved to Prospect Street, not long before the bank was built in 1923. It was the home of Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Lounsbury.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  

The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall.  Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
May 27, 2011

Photo: Memorial Day Parade 1882. Civil War soldiers are marching down Harwood Drive towards Lake Street. The building on the left with the white picket fence was Kesslers, next door was B. D. Jones Boot and Shoe Depot and next the Sandy Creek House, later known as the Thomas House and recently as the Martin Hotel. The people on the right are standing in front of the California Block that was on South Main Street.

Memorial Day, Monday, May 30th, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service. We thank Maggie Kastler, Andy Zahler, and Al Johnston for putting flags on the graves of our veterans at the abandoned cemeteries in Sandy Creek. The Sandy Creek Boy Scout Troop 830 put flags on our veterans’ graves at Woodlawn and Boylston-Sandy Creek-Wesleyan Cemetery. 

The Memorial Day program is available at the town hall. The Service of Tribute

begins at 9:45am at Wesleyan Cemetery; 10:15am at Woodlawn Cemetery; 11:00am at the Sandy Creek Village Green; at the Bridge for those who were lost to the sea; Parade to VFW Post #8534, Lacona and a Memorial Service at the VFW Post. 

Flag etiquette: Parading and Saluting the Flag: When carried in a procession, the flag should be to the right of the marchers. When other flags are carried, the flag of the United States may be centered in front of the others or carried to their right. When the flag passes in a procession, or when it is hoisted or lowered, all should face the flag and salute. The Salute: To salute, all persons come to attention. Those in uniform give the appropriate formal salute. Citizens not in uniform salute by placing their right hand over the heart and men with head cover should remove it and hold it to left shoulder, hand over the heart. Members of organizations in formation salute upon command of the person in charge. 
Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11, and was first observed on 30 May 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states. The South refused to acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on separate days until after World War I (when the holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any war). It is now celebrated in almost every State on the last Monday in May (passed by Congress with the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 - 363) to ensure a three day weekend for Federal holidays), although several southern states have an additional separate day for honoring the Confederate war dead: January 19 in Texas, April 26 in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Mississippi; May 10 in South Carolina; and June 3 (Jefferson Davis' birthday) in Louisiana and Tennessee.

I don’t remember where I found this but it is appropriate for Memorial Day: 

It is the VETERAN, not the preacher, who has given us freedom of religion. 
It is the VETERAN, not the reporter, who has given us freedom of the press.
It is the VETERAN, not the poet, who has given us freedom of speech.
It is the VETERAN, not the campus organizer, who has given us freedom to assemble. 
It is the VETERAN, not the lawyer, who has given us the right to a fair trial. 

Thanksgiving is a day when we pause to give thanks for the things we have. Memorial Day is a day when we pause to give thanks to the people who fought for the things we have.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 e-mail me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Sandy Creek Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Dr. 

Charlene
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June 3, 2011

Photo: Cole’s Coronet Band was organized by Harrison Cole of Lacona about 1880. He was a veteran of the Civil War and while in the service was leader of the Third Brigade Band, Third Division, Sixth Corps. After the war he played with a local band which included several other veterans. It was after this group became inactive that he organized Cole’s Cornet Band. The background building may be the old three-story Clark Hotel which stood on the Laundry Mat/Post office/Sandy Creek Supermarket site until 1882 when it burned. 
Many years ago, George Corse found a packet of letters in his home written by Lt. Henry B. Corse, son of Ezra Corse, during the Civil War. Lt. Corse was killed in the 2nd Bull Run Battle in July 1863. This poem was found among the letters and was composed by the Sandy Creek Company while at Elmira: 

When first we did enlist, my boys, some thought it very funny;

They thought we’d have our pies and cakes and live on milk and honey;

While others were excited and thought it only fun 

To join the troops, go to the South, and see the Rebels run.

With minds like these, some started out their country to save;

But, when they to Elmira came, how did they there behave?

They found fault with the board they got and round the town did roam.

When they had not accustomed been to half as good at home.

There’s Snyder, he’s whining round and tells a dreadful tale, 

Of hardships that he has endured.

Lord, how he does bewail.

He rues the very hour he ‘listed to come here;

To die away from home and friends, it is his constant fear. 

There is Elder Hackey – he came out to see how we did fare.

We raised a purse to send him home, but what did he declare?

We were all a starving here for want of food to eat;

For grumbling and for wickedness the boys could not be beat.

He went into the pulpit and preached about the same;

He told the congregation it was a burning shame.

He went around from house to house this horrid news to spread.

The preacher that will tell such things should feel a chunk of lead.

Our Captain, he has just come back, reporting all is well.

Our joy at this glad news I’ll not attempt to tell.

There is a prisoner he reserved there; I wish the man no harm,

For trying to get out of jail he fell and broke his arm.

Our country while she is trampled on we are ready to defend.

To Southern laws and tyranny the North will never bend.

We feel there is none that will desert or yet refuse to swear

To serve old Abraham Lincoln while he is in the Chair.

Come all you gallant soldier boys and all ye gallant tars,

That will support the Union, likewise the Stars and Stripes.

Take warning my soldier friends, and here contented be to stand up

For our country’s rights and fight for Liberty.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. 
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June 10, 2011

Photo: Mill Pond at Sandy Creek Bridge, North Main Street
From the Sandy Creek News: May 24, 1934: Skating in May, 1865: The boys of the village skated on the ice when frozen over at the big Mill Pond in Sandy Creek May 22, 1865, the same spring that Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. This incident was recalled by Alvin Thompson in his 92nd year, who stood on the bank of the pond and watched the skaters.

The Mill Pond in those days was a large one extending well back from the bridge and the weather was cold enough to freeze ice which would support the weight of a boy. However, the skaters took the precaution of keeping a considerable distance apart and their sport was ended when the ice broke and let one of their number, Dell Palmer, through into the water beneath. 

There was no snow on that date, but it was so cold that great damage was done to growing crops, then well started. Mr. Thompson's potatoes which had made a fine growth were frozen off. Oddly enough, on the 69th anniversary of that cold day, the weather which had been unusually warm for this season of the year turned cold and a white frost was reported in sections near the village.

A record of the skating party that occurred on the 22nd of May could once be read in chalk over the forge of the John Allen blacksmith shop which stood near the site of the Killam garage.

More flag etiquette: The Flag in Mourning: To place the flag at half staff, hoist it to the peak for an instant and lower it to a position half way between the top and bottom of the staff. The flag is to be raised again to the peak for a moment before it is lowered. On Memorial Day the flag is displayed at half staff until noon and at full staff from noon to sunset.  

Civil War trivia: Did you know that the western most battle of the Civil War took place twenty miles east of Santa Fe, N. M. in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in late March 1862 when Union forces under Col. John Chivington overwhelmed several Texas regiments ending the Confederate western advance?

Today the Glorieta Pass Battlefield is a part of the Pecos National Historic Park.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Historians’ Corner
June 17, 2011

Photo: John J. Hollis, age 21, enlisted August 4, 1862 at Orwell, to serve 3 years; mustered in as corporal, 110th New York Volunteer Infantry Co. C, August 25, 1862; promoted sergeant August 14, 1863, discharged, to date February 1, 1865, for promotion to Second Lieutenant, Co. E; 2nd Florida Cavalry; mustered out at Tallahassee, Florida, November 30, 1865. 

Hollis remembers the circumstances under which he enlisted. He was living at his father’s home in the Town of Orwell and with a friend was at work in the fields when Mr. Parker, a member of the war committee for that town, drove by. Stopping his horse he asked the boys if they had enlisted in Boylston. When they left for home that night they had enlisted to serve for a period of three years. The Sunday before they left for Oswego to be mustered into the service, the minister at Orwell announced that he would hold a special service for the boys who had enlisted. They sat in front of the church and the minister spoke very eloquently and tenderly to them. The neighbors turned out to take the boys to Oswego, the journey being made in buckboards and democrat wagons. The young soldiers would ride for a few miles over the rough roads and then get off and walk for a while, to rest their aching bones and muscles.

When the 110th departed from Oswego to the front, business was suspended and more than 6,000 people assembled to bid farewell and witness the departure of a regiment composed of the best material in Oswego County. 

After the Civil War part of the Hollis family moved from Orwell to the Sandy Creek/Lacona area and became prominent members of the community serving as farmers, doctors, town supervisors, county legislators, post master at the Lacona Post Office, Justice of the Peace, as president of the bank, teachers and school board members. John’s son LeRoy, grandson Harwood and great-grandson Warren became doctors in Sandy Creek and all worked at the T. B. sanitarium at Orwell at different times. Camp Hollis was named for Dr. LeRoy Hollis.  In future columns I will reprint the Reminiscences of John J. Hollis written in 1913. It is my hope my readers will find it as interesting as I did.

Civil War trivia: The war began in earnest near Manassas, Virginia, on July 21, 1861, in a battle whose two names still betray divisions between North and South. After all this time, it’s called Bull Run in the North, First Manassas in the South.  The Union forces lost but a half-century later on July 21, 1911, veterans of the battle met to shake hands in the Peace Jubilee to celebrate peace and reconciliation.  

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Historians’ Corner
June 24, 2011

Photo: William C. Hollis (brother of J. J. Hollis) enlisted at age 25; May 7, 1861 at Orwell, to serve two years; mustered in as First Sergeant, Co. G 24th New York Volunteer Infantry May 17, 1861; killed August 30, 1862 at Bull Run, Va. 

From the remembrances of J. J. Hollis: The war cloud had gathered and grew darker until President Lincoln had called for seventy-five thousand men. My oldest brother, William C., enlisted in the 24th Infantry and wanted me to go with him. I was a little past twenty, still under age. Our parents did not feel like giving their consent and I did not go. The summer passed much like the others only the war occasioned much excitement everywhere. The next winter I again taught school, but the war with news from the front and anxiety for friends enlisted filled the minds not only of parents but the children as well making current events the principal subject. Again in the spring I resumed farm work at home. I had now passed my 21st birthday and was legally my own sponsor. The war had now lasted longer than the President expected and assumed larger proportions and more troops were needed. An order to raise the 110th Regiment was given to Oswego county and the war committee at once began the work; war meetings were held in every village and volunteers called for the term of three years or during the war. I could see no reason now if men were needed why I should not go and on August 4, 1862, I enlisted in Co. C, 110th New York Volunteer Infantry. In the organization of the company I was elected corporal, the lowest office in the gift of the company. 

August 25, we were sworn in at Oswego and on the 27th, two days later, we started for the seat of war. Our first stop was in Baltimore, Md., where we went into camp for drill; here we were put through the manual daily until early in November when we were ordered to go to the southern department. We went on board a large transport, coasted along by Old Point Comfort and other important places, occasionally going ashore for a day’s drill. Very soon we noticed one day we were headed out to sea and lost sight of land and after forty-two days spent on board were landed at Ship Island, southwest  of the mouth of Mississippi River. Here we stayed a few days and then we embarked and were taken up the Mississippi River to New Orleans, reaching there at the holiday time. Here we went into camp. I had developed an unmistakable case of measles which, however, treated me fairly and went away in due time. Many of our men here sickened and died, the fever raging with serious ravages, many of our men only a few months from home, were buried in the Shell Road Cemetery. 

The monotony of camp life during this winter was broken by newsboys peddling the New Orleans daily Piccanne crying another battle, great Union victory, and by the colored women selling squash pie and hoecake. We had daily drill when the health of the men would permit, cleanliness of the camp was insisted upon as a sanitary measure. With the coming of spring rumors were in the air of a great forward movement and always a prophecy that the end of the war was near. Early in the spring of 1863, we were ordered to be ready to accompany General banks on his famous Red River expedition, going up the Tesh country on the west side of the Mississippi River moving steadily with occasional engagements with the enemy but with no long drawn battle. The companies of our regiment took turns guarding the wagon train loaded with supplies, walking in the dust and making from twenty to twenty-eight miles per day, killing chickens, pigs or cattle for meat as we went. About dark we would go into camp, pitch tents, build fires of fences or boards or wood and cook our meat for supper and to eat the next day, then spread our blankets and fall asleep to be awakened at daylight by the officer of the day commanding us to get up, cook our coffee and be ready to march.

The Reminiscences of John J. Hollis continues in the next few columns….. 

The 154th Oswego County Fair runs from June 30-July 4. The History Center will again have a booth showcasing Sandy Creek/Boylston history in the Heritage Building. Two new books will debut: The Sandy Creek Civil War Soldiers 150th Anniversary edition and the Boylston/Sandy Creek/Wesleyan Cemetery book. A prototype of the upcoming Farm Book will be available to look at and make additions to. The deadline for submissions will be September 1, 2011.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Historians’ Corner
July 1, 2011

Photo: Thomas Van Renseller Joslin Co. C 110th New York Volunteer Infantry Enlisted August 5, 1862  Discharged for disability March 8, 1864
The Reminiscences of John J. Hollis continues….. 

From the time of my enlistment I had kept a very complete diary which I hoped to continue during my term of service, which I knew would be of interest to me and to others in after years. This I had in my knapsack with my blanket and extra clothing which I usually carried on my back, but the long march with poor water brought on the chills and fever and when I could no longer carry my knapsack I was ordered to turn it over to the commissary and it was put on his train, of course with the expectation that it would be returned to me when I was well again or when the end of the march was reached, but when the time came to look for it, it could not be found though we sought for it carefully “with tears.” The clothing would be replaced though I was very short of that before we could draw again, but the diary could not be replaced or duplicated. If I had it now at my age I should enjoy going over those days as I could do minutely and as I cannot so well do from memory. 

About the time we reached Red River Country, the siege of Vicksburg was on and we were needed near the river and so our command was ordered to work towards Port Hudson. There were some boats at hand and they were filled with troops and the rest were to march until overtaken by transports and our regiment was the last to embark but we reached Port Hudson in time for the assault and it was here where Crocker Snyder was wounded. Vicksburg and Port Hudson having fallen opened up this river for the use of our transports. During the balance of this summer of 1863 we were working towards New Orleans. In the meantime I had been promoted to Sergeant. Almost at this time the 110th was ordered to Fort Jefferson (Tortugas) situated on an island about sixty miles from Key West, where prisoners of war were detained. During our stay in Louisiana enduring the marches of four hundred miles, I had only one serious sickness. I had a short run, but severe, of chills and fever while in the Red River country. The doctor told me later that he expected to leave me up there, but the Lord restored me to health with the nursing of the boys whose kindness I shall never forget. 

To be continued…

Two new books: The Sandy Creek Civil War Soldiers 150th Anniversary edition and the Boylston/Sandy Creek/Wesleyan Cemetery book. Pick up your copy at the town hall!

A prototype of the upcoming Farm Book is available to look at and make additions to. The deadline for submissions will be September 1, 2011.

We are working on documenting military veterans buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. We have a list that was done by Niles Burkhard in the 1970s. We have the Woodlawn Cemetery records Maureen Brownell shared with us years ago but it is difficult to ascertain all veterans from those documents. Please, contact my office with information on your veteran and the section and lot numbers so this important listing can be completed. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Historians’ Corner
July 8, 2011

Photo: Members of the Grand Army of the Republic “auxiliary” ca. 1882. Only the identities of the two ladies on the porch are known; the McKee twins, Mrs. Harriet E. Cottrell and Mrs. Helen Sprague. 

The Reminiscences of John J. Hollis continues….. 

The duties at Fort Jefferson were in sharp contrast to those in the fields. A special guard over the prisoners of war and a lookout on top of the fort and company drill comprised the duties of these days. The health of the men while here was generally good, except bone fever, a mild type of yellow fever, which was never fatal. We received our mail by way of Key West twice a week on a small sailboat plying between these two places. We felt that we were favored by being sent to this service but never knew to whom to give the credit. We reached here in the summer of 1864. The feeling of unrest among the Confederate troops in Florida and the citizens not in the army caused by short rations, poor clothing and general discontent had caused many to congregate along the coast under cover of our gunboats, which were controlling these waters. 
Orders from Washington were received to organize these men into a regiment, which was done and they were allowed to elect line officers. It was soon discovered that these men elected were not capable to make the necessary returns or to become responsible for the equipment of the men and an order was sent to our regiment to recommend seven men for officers in the 2nd Florida Cavalry Regiment, and I was one of the men selected. 

Early in the fall we were ordered to report to Cedar Keyes up the coast for duty. I was assigned to Co. E as second lieutenant. We found these men ignorant but many of them intelligent and loyal entirely sick of the rebellion and glad to serve Uncle Sam and eat his rations. We spent the winter drilling and raiding the country. Our commanding officer was major Weeks, who had been an officer in the Navy. He knew no fear and had no sympathy with anyone who seemed to show it. His orders were expected to be obeyed. The Confederacy was growing weaker month by month and evidently the end was near. The major was anxious to get some glory out of the collapse. There were some Confederate Troops in Florida and Major Weeks wanted the honor of having them surrender to him so he conceived the idea of sending an officer into the country demanding their immediate surrender. He sent for me one evening about nine o’clock and said he had written a demand for the surrender of the Confederate troops in lower Florida and handed me an envelope sealed and ordered me to deliver it to Captain Ludlow, who was then in command.  I spoke of danger going into a strange country infested with Rebels with a flag of truce in the night and suggested waiting until morning. I was ordered to proceed at once going by boat for four miles to the mainland where he would have an orderly with two horses, the orderly to be my escort. I reached mainland at midnight, horses and man were there. Here we had a picket post but beyond this all was rebel territory. The night was very dark and I was four miles from headquarters and considered myself now in command of the expedition and so we camped for the night; at daylight we made some coffee and mounted our horses and taking our flag of truce started to find Captain Ludlow. After going three or four miles the orderly’s horse became very lame and grew worse with every rod traveled. I told him to return to the coast and back to headquarters and report and I continued on my way. 
The Reminiscences of John J. Hollis continues next week with strange bed-fellows….. 

Two new books: The Sandy Creek Civil War Soldiers 150th Anniversary edition and the Boylston/Sandy Creek/Wesleyan Cemetery book. Pick up your copy at the town hall!

A prototype of the upcoming Farm Book is available to look at and make additions to. The deadline for submissions will be September 1, 2011.
We are working on documenting military veterans buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. We have a list that was done by Niles Burkhard in the 1970s. We have the Woodlawn Cemetery records Maureen Brownell shared with us years ago but it is difficult to ascertain all veterans from those documents. Please, contact my office with information on your veteran and the section and lot numbers so this important listing can be completed. 

Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is July 27, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Photo: This photo should have been with the column in the July 1, 2011 SRN. William C. Hollis (brother of J. J. Hollis) enlisted at age 25; May 7, 1861 at Orwell, to serve two years; mustered in as First Sergeant, Co. G 24th New York Volunteer Infantry May 17, 1861; killed August 30, 1862 at Bull Run, Va. 

There were some Confederate Troops in Florida and Major Weeks wanted the honor of having them surrender to him so he conceived the idea of sending an officer into the country demanding their immediate surrender. Hollis was sent to deliver the message to the confederate officer
Strange bed-fellows: Soon I told her my mission and asked where Captain Ludlow was. She said, “he is in the country about twelve miles from here, but you will not be safe a minute going there.” I said “not with this flag of truce?” She said “no, they have no respect for a flag of truce,”

But, I said, “I have orders to deliver and must have his receipt.” She said “I have a daughter who is used to riding; I will send her and ask the captain to come and meet you here.” I was convinced that her judgment was good and yielded and soon she was ready and in the saddle and out of sight.  About sundown I saw the daughter coming down the road and by her side an officer in grey. As they drew up the daughter introduced Captain Ludlow. We shook hands cordially and together took care of the horses and returned to the house. At the proper time I said “Captain, I have a message from our commanding officer to you” and handed him the sealed envelope and waited for him to read it and also to break the silence. After a little he said “this is demanding an immediate surrender of our troops to your command,” and then as if to weigh his words carefully, he said “I cannot do this until I consult my superior officers.” Now the daughter appeared and said, “supper is ready and waiting” and together we sat down to eat. The meal was plain but willing hands and a warm heart furnished it. While eating darkness came on and when the Captain had given me a receipt and my duty seemed to be done, the question of returning seemed to be proper. Again this good woman came to the rescue by saying she had one bed not in use, if we could both occupy it we were more than welcome to stay. Captain Ludlow said that would be agreeable to him and it did not seem to be the thing for me to do to demur, so we slept together and no harm came of it. We had an early breakfast and I prepared to return to the coast and the captain said “if you are willing I will ride beside you” and so together we came to where our outpost was. Here we bade each other adieu never more to meet. 

I returned to headquarters with my receipt but nothing came of the demand, the Confederacy was crumbling and the Major was restless to do something. Frequent raids and dashes kept us busy. One day the Major heard that a party from Florida, cabinet officers, senators and President Davis as well, were coming down one of the rivers and trying to escape to Havana. I was ordered to select twenty men and take passage on a boat lying at the wharf and proceed to Cape Sable and intercept this party. We reached out destination and went ashore and the boat which brought us ashore, returned. We had a few days’ rations and a few small boats. As night came on, I established a patrol to and fro, about a mile from shore to travel with muffled oars with trips of two hours each. Nothing moved in the quiet of the night, and day times we kept a lookout on shore. 

The second night we put out our patrol about midnight, our boat sighted a small craft coming and making towards shore, allowing them to come to shallow water unmolested but as soon as they began to disembark, our men demanded their surrender, which they concluded to do. Upon bringing them to where we were camped, we found we had seven notable men from the Confederate government (but not Jeff Davis), some members of his cabinet, Congressmen, etc. I took their important papers, side-arms, (gold of which there was quite an amount) and wrote out a report of what we had done and sent two men in a small boat to Key West, 60 miles, with it. We kept a strong guard over our prisoners. They were surly and much chagrined to be caught. 

In due time we sighted a steamer which drew near and taking us aboard, proceeded to Key West where the prisoners were detained and we sent to our command. After being complemented by the officer by whom we reported, we arrived at Cedar Keyes without any remarkable occurrence. But, once there, another job awaited me. The major ordered me to go out in the country fifty miles and parole a company of rebels who wanted to go home. Lee had now surrendered. I took my horse and went. It turned out to be quite a little work to do this. Many of the men could not write and witnesses were necessary to their marks and several days were consumed before I got back. In the meantime, orders had been received from Key West for me to come and take the prisoners to Washington but so much time passed before I reached Key West that another officer had been sent on with them so I returned to Cedar Keyes, having lost a chance I should have greatly enjoyed.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Historians’ Corner
July 22, 2011

Photo: Rod’s Big M was a “before and after” picture that was included in the 4th grade history packets. The corner the Big M sets on was the early site of a brick school, Oren R. Earl’s house, a farm stand and when the house was razed in 1967 the Big M was built. Notice coffee at 9cents, watermelons 89 cents each and round steaks at 85 cents.
I created 4th grade local history packets for the students at Sandy Creek this year as I do every year since I became historian. The packets include a local history booklet, a Revolutionary War booklet, a War of 1812 booklet, a Civil War booklet, information on the History Center, duties of a New York State Historian, a Sandy Creek Timeline and two maps; one of Oswego County including history of the county and one on the War of 1812 Cable Trail. I do have a few extra packets for interested parents.

The students enjoy local history and send me thank you cards. In this column I share a couple of them and hope you enjoy them as much as I do. Emily P. wrote: “Thank you for preparing this magnificent booklet. I learned there is a big variety of folding flags. I enjoyed looking at the beautiful pictures.” (she is referring to the folding of the flag at a military funeral service in the Revolutionary War booklet. After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington and Captain John Paul Jones.) Courtney B. wrote, “Thank you for preparing this historic folder….I learned that in the booklet of the War of 1812 in January 1815 in the Battle of New Orleans Andrew Jackson scores a huge victory and paves the way to the White House.” Kyle C. wrote, “I learned that Deborah Samson dressed up like a man to be in the war, because women can’t go to war. I enjoyed that I found a soldier in the war that had my last name so I did some research on the computer and got lots of results.” (Revolutionary War booklet) Joey B. wrote, “I learned that the year I was born 2000 census reported population of Sandy Creek was 3,863. I enjoyed the map that you gave me. Thank you for the books and maps you gave us.” Kennedy S. wrote, “Thank you for the booklets, they are great and organized. I will read the booklets over the summer. I hope you give these booklets to next year’s kids in the fourth grade.” Bailey F. wrote, “Thank you so much for all the different things about our history. I found out that I had two people that fought in the war that I was related to. I really like all the pictures of the schools.” (Photos of all 16 school district schools were in the Local History Booklet) Kalista K. wrote, “I loved the folders you gave us. I liked that you could see our town a long time ago.” Angelina wrote, “Thank you for the things you gave us, they are so cool. I love social studies. It is fun to learn new things. I learned so much about the War of 1812 and want to learn more.” I could go on and on and wish I had the space to share every letter. Many students were happy to see the ‘before and after’ pictures, Kyrsten H. wrote “The favorite thing is when you get to see what buildings looked like back then and the new pictures now.” All the letters are available for viewing every Friday from 9am to 4pm at the History Center.
Note: At the Oswego County Fair someone mentioned that we left off a War of 1812 marker from the map we put in the history packets. I have intentionally left off one marker on Rt. 289, corner of Machold Circle and Lee Road, for the children and their families to locate for themselves, a discovery they can make together! Kyle C. had the right idea… “I enjoyed that I found a soldier in the war that had my last name so I did some research on the computer and got lots of results.” 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
July 29, 2011

Photo:  Charles E. Kent Farm 
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Barker of North Road purchased from the Harriette M. Kent estate, 122 acres of land and barns, located on the Upton Road. The dwelling, the home of the late Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Kent, has been retained, together with three acres of land, by E. Floyd Kent, executor of the estate. 

Portions of the half-section of Lot 88 which the Kent farm comprised were originally sold to Reuben Scripture and Philo Sage by the Pierreponts, with Mr. Sage buying out the Scripture interests in the 1840s and afterwards selling the whole farm to his son, John Sage.

In 1866 Elijah Howe purchased the land from the Sage family, selling out in 1871 to Lorenzo Salisbury. John Sage and Lorenzo Salisbury were maternal and paternal grandfathers of Anna Salisbury Herriman, whose parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fayette Salisbury, set up housekeeping in the home on the “Sage Farm” as the place was still known when Charles E. Kent purchased it in 1904. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kent extensively remodeled the original story-and-a-half house, literally raising the roof, completely rebuilding the back addition and adding a two-story gable on the west side, making a two family house, shared with Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Kent and family. 

Mr. Kent was born at his home in 1895 when his father, Charles, was working the farm for George N. Salisbury, and has spent all but three years of his life there. 

March 16, 1966: Sandy Creek News: “Old Kent Homestead is Sold”

Mr. and Mrs. Francis C. Towles have purchased the former E. O. Kent residence on the Fraser Road from the heirs of the Charles E. Kent and Harriette M. Kent estates.  Their purchase includes 92 acres of farm land lying south of the Fraser Road with the two-family house and the barns. A seven acre tract on the north side of the roadway, part of the original homestead taken up by James Kent of Brattleboro, Vermont in 1826, has been purchased by Marie Anne Kent. The small lot was reserved by E. Floyd Kent as part of his inheritance from his parents and was sold by him to his daughter, Miss Kent being the sixth generation of the family to own the same piece of property.  

Two new books: The Sandy Creek Civil War Soldiers 150th Anniversary edition and the Boylston/Sandy Creek/Wesleyan Cemetery book. Pick up your copy at the town hall!

A prototype of the upcoming Farm Book is available to look at and make additions to. The deadline for submissions will be September 1, 2011.
Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is August 24, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Charlene Cole 
Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
August 5, 2011

Photo:  Peter Whiteside died 1813 is said 

to have been a Lacona Innkeeper.

Many prominent citizens, local families and veterans have been buried in Woodlawn Cemetery and from time to time I will include their stories in this column. The gravestones range from Peter Whiteside’s marble slab (moved from Lacona) to J. A. Allen’s towering granite obelisk, from the sleeping lambs and empty shoes of tiny babies to modern engravings of favorite vehicles. About 5,000 documented burials had been made in Woodlawn by 1992 and the grave markers and family monuments erected above them reflected social changes in the community’s history. 

Woodlawn Cemetery began in 1820 as the Presbyterian Burying Ground, on land purchased west of the village by the congregation. In 1850, a second half acre was added and on May 26, 1866, a public meeting was held in the town meeting room. This resulted in the founding of Union Cemetery Association under the provisions of the State Statute of April 27, 1847. Five acres of adjoining land on the west were purchased by subscription and Directors were elected. Over the years, several parcels of additional land have been added and the brick vault was built for $778 in 1889. 

In the late 1880’s, “Town” ball was played on the cemetery’s unused land. This game was the ancestor of baseball and the men who came back from the Civil War brought home refinements to the game. During this same period and for some years afterward, burials from outlying cemeteries were transferred to Woodlawn as “progress” demanded the land. 
Peter Whiteside’s stone reads: “In Memory…Here lies the body of Mr. Peter Whiteside, who departed this life October 24, 1813. Mr. Whiteside was an active and energetic man, cherishing a love for the fine arts, and soaring sublimely above superstition and ridicule; but he ceases to delight us with his counsels, and his afflicted consort erects this monument to the memory of the man she loved.”
Not much is known of Peter Whiteside. From Sandy Pond Memories Book 1: In the summer of 1803 a new sound was echoing across the water, the ring of the white man’s ax as small clearings were being made in the wilderness. In that year Stephen Lindsey, William Skinner and the Noyes families came here with household goods loaded upon ox-sleds along the scarcely opened State Road through Redfield and Boylston. 
William Skinner plunged into the pathless forest and made his way with infinite difficulty to the bank of Sandy Creek, at the upper end of the present village of Lacona and settled on 400 acres of land. He later went to Ellisburg, moving back and forth between Ellisburg and what was to be later called Sandy Creek, no less than seven times in two years and finally settled permanently in Ellisburg having sold his property east of Lacona to Peter Whiteside in 1807. 

Cemetery 101: Grave Orientation: One of the customs in many cemeteries is that of orienting the graves on an east-west axis. The inscription on the headstone might face east or west; however many face west so that visitors are not standing on the grave to read the inscription and in some cases the inscriptions can be on all sides of a marker. If there is a foot-stone to the west of the grave, then it is obvious which direction the body was placed. The body is laid with its head to the east and feet to the west, so that it will rise up facing east. 

The History Center is planning a restoration project that will honor our dead, foster pride in this community and teach our children, through example, historic preservation. We will begin in 2012 to restore several gravestones, beginning with Stevens Cemetery and the “old section” of Woodlawn Cemetery where there are many broken stones. Please, visit our cemeteries, honor our founders, but stay off the stones and teach your children to respect cemetery grounds. Some children were seen riding bikes across the gravestones when they could use the road ways.  Many stones are just too fragile to be walked on or to ride bikes over. 

Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is August 24, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. 

A prototype of the upcoming Farm Book is available to look at and make additions to. The deadline for submissions will be September 1, 2011.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
August 12, 2011

Photo: Percy Caster

There is a story behind this photo; we know from oral history that Percy Caster loved a joke, even on himself. For many years, Percy maintained a roadside sugar bush in and around Lacona and Sandy Creek and the appearance of those “P.C.” emblazoned buckets was a surer sign of spring to come than any ground hog ever thought of being.  But, lo and behold, one sugaring season, an extra bucket sneaked into the line-up, with the help of neighbors, including Al Krakau, and made the News, much to Percy’s chagrin. For it seems that he took justifiable pride in the fact that he’d never made a dry tap in his career. He went so far as to write a letter to the editor disclaiming the “forged” bucket. Still, he never was one to take an entirely negative attitude, and the next thing we knew, there was Percy, doing everybody one better with a careful camouflage job centered on a bucket hanging from the family mail box  which was dutifully filling with real maple sap.  

Percy Caster was born June 13, 1894 at Redfield, son of Theodore and Lucy (Booth) Caster. He attended local schools and married Maud Nemier September 4, 1917 with Rev. T. T. Davies, pastor of the Sandy Creek Methodist Church officiating. They were married 65 years at the time of his death in 1983. Mr. Caster owned and operated a farm in the Town of Boylston for 22 years, selling the farm in 1939 and moving to Lacona. He was a lumberman and an authority on native timbers and planted many trees along the Lacona Village Streets in 1940. He was an ardent fisherman and maple syrup maker.  He served six years as Town of Boylston highway superintendent, Lacona street superintendent for 24 years and superintendent of Sandy Creek Community Park for 14 years. Percy was a former Lacona fire chief, an organizer and charter member of the Sandy Creek Fish and Game Club and was a 65 year member of the Sandy Creek Grange. 
Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is August 24, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

Two new books: The Sandy Creek Civil War Soldiers 150th Anniversary edition and the Boylston/Sandy Creek/Wesleyan Cemetery book. Pick up your copy at the town hall!

A prototype of the upcoming Farm Book is available to look at and make additions to. The deadline for submissions will be September 1, 2011.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. 
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
August 19, 2011

The Baldwin Family: Jabez Baldwin, born January 1, 1763, Spencer, Massachusetts, son of Julius and Abigail (Willard) Baldwin. Jabez was a drummer boy in the Revolutionary War. Jabez came to Sandy Creek in 1809 and settled on a farm 2 ½ miles west of the Village of Sandy Creek, near the shore of Lake Ontario. Jabez died May 10, 1844 and is buried at Woodlawn Cemetery, Sandy Creek. 

Zebulon Baldwin (1800-1870) son of Jabez (AKA John) and Hannah (Tucker) Baldwin, died October 20, 1870 at the age of 70 years 5 months and 13 days. Mr. Baldwin is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery alongside his two wives Betsey (Clark) Baldwin and Betsey (Reynolds) Baldwin. 

Zebulon Baldwin first married Betsey Clark who died May 18, 1844 at the age of 39 years. The Clarks were another of the old pioneer families who settled on the lower Lake Road between where the Norton Road connects to it and the North Road corner. Following the death of Betsey (Clark) Baldwin, Zebulon married Betsey Reynolds who died on January 12, 1888 at the age of 83 years. The Reynolds family was another “old family” of the town. The name Zebulon Baldwin appears on the 1845 census for the Town of Sandy Creek showing 5 males and 1 female member in the family. (Remember, the 1850 census was the first to list people by name and their connection to the head of household)

Zebulon Baldwin was engaged in farming and in the Sandy Creek News, September 13, 1871, under the heading of Real Estate we find: “Farm for sale – A rare chance to buy a farm. The undersigned offers for sale, one or both of his farms, known as the Sidney and Zebulon Baldwin Farm, situated about 2 ½ miles west of Sandy Creek village on the Pulaski Road, containing 99 acres in one place and 26 in the other. Good buildings and plenty of fencing and a good wood lot on each farm. Well, watered, handy to school, etc.; terms of payment easy. For further particulars, inquire of the undersigned, on the premises. Wm. H. H. Scott. (The 1867 map shows Mr. Scott as owning the farm.) 
The farm was purchased by Simon Woodard, nephew of Charles H. Woodard (1804-1847) and Hannah (Baldwin) Woodard (1804-1847) and has remained in the family until George Cummins the Flory family. 

Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is August 24, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
August 26, 2011
Photo: Bayview Hotel 1911-1980 (Pirates Den/today condos)
The Bayview burned c. 1980 and was rebuilt as a one story building (Pirates Den) and was open until the mid 1990s as a bar until the property was sold to Mike and Sharon Carnsie. While writing the Sandy Pond Memories II book 2006, a picture was taken of the building and within a month it was taken down and later replaced by Condos. 
In 1905, George Ackerman of Lacona purchased a 50 acre farm in the extreme western end of the Town of Sandy Creek from John Bishop. Included in the farm was Bishop’s Grove on the North Sandy Pond Shore, a popular picnic spot during the last three decades of the nineteenth century. By the time it became Ackerman’s Grove, the area also included several cottages built on the lots leased from Mr. Bishop. Among the first cottage erected there was one belonging to T. W. Harding of Lacona, built in 1894. By 1909, Mr. Ackerman’s son, Harm and J. E. Willis were operating “Fernside” boarding house, described by the Sandy Pond correspondent, Eugene Bartlett, as “a new house, newly furnished throughout.” Summer tourists brought a steadily increasing trade to Ackerman’s Grove and by 1911 a 3-story addition to the Ontario Bay House was needed to take care of the guests. By 1924 the hotel served a record 13,000 meals between Memorial Day and Labor Day. The Ackerman family sold the hotel in 1929 and it passed through several owners and was later known as “The Bayview.”

The Sandy Creek News reported in 1901, “The lake resorts throughout this section are now doing a thriving business and every train brings large numbers of pleasure seekers. On Sunday Ackerman’s served a number of good substantial meals to visitors.” 

From 1945-1968 the proprietors were William Mitchell and Cecil Davis 1945-1950 and William and Lynnabelle Mitchell 1950-1968. The Mitchell’s wrote their memories for the Sandy Pond Memories II book: “The hotel at that time was a three-story building constructed in the early 1900s. There was a fire escape from the third floor, an open porch and wooden clapboards. Over the years improvements were made, siding was added; the fire escape removed as well as screening the porch. This porch became a meeting place for people over the years to meet and talk about weekend plans. An apartment building and garage were added in the 60’s but original side buildings remained, a shed behind the hotel and a boat livery building down by the water. A large steel Ed Bardy dock was in the water as well as a large floating dock supported by empty 50 gallon barrels. Twenty-five livery boats were available for rental at $2.50 a day or with a motor for $5. Worms and minnows were available for the fishermen , as well as tackle and lures. Fishing in the early 50’s was plentiful, great northern pike, bass of all kinds and perch were the fish of the day. May 1st was the opening of bass season and fly fishermen from as far away as Pennsylvania came every year for fishing and good food; hot beef sandwiches and mashed potatoes for $.85 were very popular.”
Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is September 28, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
September 2, 2011

Photo:  Hollis barn on Co. Rt. 15
In 1805, Joshua Hollis of Colerain, Massachusetts decided to follow his friends advice who had left before him and “go west” to greener pasture. He and his wife, the former Betsey Adams (a cousin of President John Adams) took their family, and by ox cart set off for the wilderness of northern New York settling in the town of Orwell in Oswego County. It wasn’t until 1875, two generations later, that a grandson, John Joshua Hollis at age 34 convinced his father that their farm would not support the three families living there and he and his father moved to the township of Sandy Creek, purchasing a farm about one-half mile east of the Village of Lacona. Seven generations of this family have lived and still live on the farm located on Rt. 15 in Lacona. (John Adams Hollis, John Joshua Hollis, DeForest Hollis, Louise (Hollis) Robbins, Stanley Robbins, Lyle Robbins and his son makes 7 generations)
The History of Farming in Sandy Creek and Boylston book submissions are coming to a close. We have been researching and documenting farming in this area for over two years and it is time to put it in book form for future generations. 
Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is September 28, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

National Museum Day, Saturday, September 24th, the History Center will be open from 9am to 2pm. Stop by to research, see artifacts from the archives or to visit our historic photograph gallery in the upstairs hall and meeting room. Refreshments will be served. We are located in the Sandy Creek Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Drive.

Our abandoned cemeteries are in need of restoration. Some of our earliest pioneer gravestones have broken or have fallen off their bases. These cemeteries by law belong to the town and our road crew men do a good job of keeping them mowed, but many of the early families have passed on or moved from the area to find work. Our parents and grandparents always looked after their family gravestones and every Memorial Day planted flowers. Times have changed and the responsibility is ours.

In the past few years we have placed two historic markers (The Meacham farm and Lacona Depot) and are about to put the last marker on the site of the Salisbury Hotel. We have restored and preserved two 150 and 151 year old Sandy Creek maps, built a fire-safe room to secure our documents and photographs and have secured two early painted auction panels and 1843 and 1847 coverlets. The many history books that have been written document our rich local history and the projects and programs the History Center has implemented has kept our history “alive.”

Now, it is time to work on preserving and repairing old broken and sinking gravestones and we have just the people to do the job. Cemetery stone restoration is what they do and their preservation skills are impressive and they are local people. Help us if you can! The project is scheduled to begin and our progress will be on view at the History Center and through articles in this column. 

I have planned for them to help me repair family gravestones in Greene Settlement Cemetery, Jefferson County. This cemetery contains many of my early pioneer family members, including several Revolutionary War soldiers and their families. These families played a major role in the early history of Adams Center, New York. Anyone one who wants their families headstones repaired could contact Artisan Engraving Monument Services at 783-7044.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center /Historians Office is located downstairs at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. 

[image: image13.jpg]



Charlene Cole [image: image39.png]



Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
September 9, 2011

Photo:  While working in Woodlawn Cemetery we came across this unusual marker on the grave of Rev. Jacob Hadley, preacher, teacher and person responsible for the early marriage record found in the archives containing pioneer family marriages. Phyllis LeBeau took the picture of the cross which reads Veteran of the Cross Methodist Episcopal Church
Rev. Jacob Hadley, son of Jacob Hadley, came from Vermont, driving an ox team all the way. He bought a farm on what has since been known as the Hadley Road, but at that time all that locality was thickly wooded. He cut the trees, built a log cabin, and later erected a frame house and barn. Jacob Hadley was a remarkable man, being not only a farmer, but a preacher and teacher at the Goodenough District. Andrew J. Sprague later recalled that he attended Sunday School where Rev. Hadley was in charge, and that he saw to it that the scholars had their lessons. The minister that preached Rev. Hadley’s sermon took his text from 2 Timothy, 4th Chapter 7th Verse, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” Rev. Hadley died in 1872 at the age of 83 years. 

The 1850 Agricultural Census shows the Hadley farm had 80 improved acres; 53 unimproved acres ; cash value of farm $3300; value of farming implements and machinery $228; live stock: 4 horses; 5 milch cows (cows that are reared for their milk); 4 working oxen; 5 other cattle; 50 sheep; 4 swine; value of livestock $615; produce: 190 bushels of wheat; 100 bushels of Indian corn; 130 bushels of oats.  Rev. Hadley married Abigail Rice and among their children was Jerome Hadley who ran a shingle mill and cheese box factory in Hadley’s Glen on the creek beyond the western end of today’s Franklin Street. The tenth son, Abel R. Hadley spent his whole lifetime on the Hadley Road farm later owned by Paul Scufka.

Rev. Jacob Hadley kept a marriage register from 1827 to 1868 and documents the many early marriages he performed. A small sampling of the earliest marriage records follow: The first wedding recorded was that of William Severance, by occupation a farmer, to Miss Elisha Hadley, both residents of Sandy creek, the marriage taking place in 1827. The next wedding occurred September 12, 1832 when Ensign Sprague a farmer, aged 22, was married to Sophia Baldwin, 17, both of Sandy Creek. On April 4, 1833, Horatio Hadley, aged 22, was married to Sylvia Hadley, also 22, and a resident of Sandy Creek. January 9, 1834, at Sandy Creek, David Weaver of Ellisburg, a farmer, age 22, married Sarah Maria Heath, age 20, of Sandy Creek. On January 14, 1834 Alexander Sheeley of Alexandria, Jefferson County, age 25, married Selinda McNitt of Sandy Creek, age 26. February 2, 1834, Peter Snyder, age 23, married Miss Betsey Forbes aged 17, both residents of Sandy Creek. July 13, 1834, David Aldrich of Mexico, aged 52, was married to Catherine Beeman of Sandy Creek, age 55. September 11, 1834, James Twichell, age 22 and Polly Chapin, age 18, both were residents of Richland. January 1, 1835, two marriages are recorded: Jutson Sprague of Ellisburg, age 23 to Charlotte McNitt of Sandy Creek, age 18 and Lyman Eldred of Sandy Creek, age 22 to Elizabeth Weaver, age 18 of Ellisburg. October 27, 1836 Harvey Heath aged 28 married Dervis Morey aged 18. December 11, 1836 Thomas Layton of Stuben County married Catherine M. Speed of Sandy Creek. March 14, 1837 Hosea Eldred married Almira Weaver at Ellisburg. March 19, 1837 Arvilla Hadley, aged 20 and daughter of Rev. Hadley, married Josiah W. Chapin, age 26, and a farmer at Richland. The complete record is too long to reprint here but gives a valuable record of early marriages and families from the Sandy Creek area that cannot be duplicated elsewhere

 Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed, contact President Jim Allen if you can help or have questions. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is September 28, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and open to the public. 
National Museum Day, Saturday, September 24th, the History Center will be open from 9am to 2pm. Stop by to research, see artifacts from the archives or to visit our historic photograph gallery in the upstairs hall and meeting room. Refreshments will be served. We are located in the Sandy Creek Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Drive.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
September16, 2011

Photo:  East Primary, District 10, Lacona, intersection of the Orwell and Richland Roads (County. Routes 22 and 48) Winter 1913-1914
School is back in session, how quickly the summer went. This picture shows the students at East Primary School, District 10. Pictured and named by Fred Laird: the first and second grades included (l to r) Doris Ackerman (Nichols), Doris Bettinger (Taplin), Munson Turner, Fred Laird, Leo Remington, and Earl Knight; second row, Violet Laird (Tichner), Doris Hilton (Button), Rita Smith, Donald Witsaman, Robert Patterson and “Red” Miles. The teacher is Mildred Williams, later Mrs. Milton Sandford of the South Landing, Town of Ellisburg.

This was the earliest known school building in town which was built of logs on the original site located a few rods northeast of this one, facing on the Orwell Road. Memories of the schoolhouse pictured here, with its wide door casings, small pained double windows and random width clapboarding are recorded in the Centennial History of Sandy Creek: The scholars in the early days numbered between sixty and seventy. The late Smith H. Barlow was for several years the efficient teacher of this school and he is remembered by the surviving scholar as a wonderful disciplinarian. The Robbins and the Tuttles were interested in this district and were among its early trustees. In 1870-71 Mr. Barlow helped to spearhead the formation of the Union Free District and gave up his partnership in a local mill-working business to supervise the construction of the first High School building in 1871-72

By 1862 the number of “neighborhood” schools had grown to sixteen. Districts 1-16 were: May, Ormsby (Hamer), Agricultural Hall, Noyes (Seeley), Stevens, Sage, Scripture, Leach, West Primary, East Primary, Goodenough, Coon, Clark (White), Ballou (Learned), Youngs and Woodruff. An old brick schoolhouse stood nearly opposite the Wesleyan Church, on the northeast corner of the “triangle” on North Main Street.

Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is September 28, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

National Museum Day, Saturday, September 24th, the History Center will be open from 9am to 2pm. Stop by to research, see artifacts from the archives or to visit our historic photograph gallery in the upstairs hall and meeting room. Refreshments will be served. We are located in the Sandy Creek Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Drive.

A recent accident took the life of Blake Bianco who came to the History Center in 2007 to complete a 7th grade local history project and we added his completed poster-board to the archives. The research for this class project included the history of houses and buildings within the town. What a nice young man who mentioned wanting to become a history teacher when he grew up. We extend our deepest sympathies to his family and friends.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  (new e-mail) The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
September 23, 2011

Photo: Salisbury House/Hotel
Salisbury House served as a temporary home for many of the towns’ early settlers and the first town meetings were held there in 1825. This temperance house was the outgrowth of the inn “part frame, part log” kept by James Hinman as early as 1812, when there were only two or three frame houses in what is now Sandy Creek Village. By 1820, it is known that Nathan Salisbury had already established his inn on this site. It burned in 1884. 
A tannery was one of the oldest industrial sites in the village (1826) and later became the site of the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company. The precursor to today’s paper plates were made there and furnished employment to a large number of men. It was located behind the Salisbury House. 

What do we know about this family? From the history/genealogy files we find Nathan Salisbury, son of Daniel, was born in Rhode Island in 1731. He went to Shaftsbury, Vermont where he raised a family of eleven children. One child died in youth and the remaining children came to Sandy Creek in 1820. They were Reuben, Rufus, Mason, Nathan, Daniel, Dyer, Cynthia, Lilis, Patience and Celinda. Reuben settled on what was later the Pruyn farm, on the Orwell Road and it is said that he most resembled his father. Rufus located on the Hollis farm, east of Lacona. Mason settled three and a half miles north of Sandy Creek, in the Town of Ellisburg. He was a farmer, operated a tavern in the days of the stage coach and owned a saw mill in Sandy Creek. Nathan was the founder of the famed Salisbury Hotel, today the site of the Sandy Creek Diner and Gas Mart. Nathan had three children: Samuel, Benjamin Franklin and Jeannette who married Oren R. Earl. After the death of Nathan, his son Benjamin F. conducted the hotel. Franklin Street was named after him. Daniel settled on the Orwell Road near Reuben. Dyer moved to Alleghany County. Cynthia married Masher Martin but this couple never reached their full age because of illness. Lilis married James Wheat and they made their home on the farm at the foot of Wheat Hill. Patience married Richard Plumley and they settled on the Ridge Road, theirs being the last farm in the town in that direction. Celinda married Edmund Stevens who conducted the Stevens Foundry at Sandy Creek. For a time he was famed as the maker of the Stevens Plow, much used in its day by Oswego County farmers.

It is said that the Salisbury’s took to farming and milling, but there were a goodly number who became merchants, bankers, doctors, teachers, ministers, druggists, and inn-keepers. About every Salisbury was a Baptist. They were devoted to their church and the Baptist Church of Sandy Creek owes much to this family. Members of this family were in about all of our country’s wars; the War of 1812, the Civil War, the Spanish American War, World War I and II. Fully seven generations of this family have resided in Sandy Creek and today many of the family members who have moved away still visits Sandy Creek every year. 
Moreau J. and Merrick Salisbury served in Co. G of the old 24th of Sandy Creek and were wounded at the battle of Antietam. Moreau was struck by a bullet in the ankle or instep which passed through the heel, making a fearful wound and we have his boots which is of great interest to school children during local history day. Merrick is mortally wounded and was brought home from the battlefield by his father and is buried at Stevens Cemetery.  
Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is September 28, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net.  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
September 30, 2011

Photo: Plate Factory Gang on this post card dated between 1907 and 1912 by the Unique Post Card Company, Ellisburg. 

Some of the workers have been identified as: far left Jim Porter, Garner C. Rima and Gil Hadley. The boy standing in front of the man with the dog is Fay Crandall. The woman standing at the far right is Mrs. Alice Warren Matthews Rima. The man seated at the far right is Burt Crandall, Sr.

The people pictured worked for William Sandford making veneer and wooden plates that was once the Lane and Pierce Tannery, near the creek to the west of today’s Sandy Creek Diner. After the tannery burned in 1883, a group of local businessmen organized the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company which made tin-end wooden butter dishes, but no profits. In 1891Sandford and Hess of New York obtained control of the company, later Mr. Sandford took over full ownership. By 1893 the firm was booming, paying out $18,000 a year for the lumber, much of it from Boylston, used in making the picnic plates, shaped from thin veneer by steam powered saws and presses. The factory used about 20 loads of logs a day, and in its prime, earned $100 a day in profits. The 1892 payroll came to $17,000 for the ninety or so employees. Women earned from $2. to $4.50 per week or as high as a dollar a day “by the piece.” The men earned from $1. a day to $9. a week for the engineer, a position held by John Outterson. The list of foremen included F. D. Tifft, G. C. Widric, W. Lyons, A. J. Sprague, J. Wright and P. M. Newton. The factory went out of business about 1913 when Mr. Sandford’s health failed.
Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is October 26, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
October 7, 2011

Photo: Salmon River
Sandy Creek News; August 28, 1930: In pioneer days those who settled in this vicinity early discovered that the streams flowing into Lake Ontario contained an abundance of salmon, and these delicious fish formed a welcome addition to the simple diet of our ancestors. Salmon River in particular was well supplied with fish and was without a doubt a favorable fishing place for the Indians long before the advent of the white man. When a run was on, great shoals of salmon went up the river, thousands at a time, their fins breaking above the surface of the water and flashing like floating silver in the sunlight.

The annual fishing expeditions engaged in by the men of the early families must have been long looked forward to and remembered occasions, especially for the more youthful members of the party. It has already been related in Sketches how the Lilleys, one of the families who came here in early days and settled on the bank of Deer Creek, speared so many salmon in these waters that it took an ox to bring them home. Although the fish could be speared in the daytime, night was the favorite time and by the aid of a boat and a plentiful supply of pine knots for a jacklight a great many salmon could soon be secured.

In the Oswego County History it is related that a man speared 63 salmon during the burning of one jacklight of pine knots, calculated to last about seventeen minutes. He and a comrade captured 230 during the four hours between dark and midnight and a hundred of these, taken at random from the pile weighed 1,475 pounds. 

Many have heard their parents tell of the days when the salmon came up the stream in such large numbers that coming to Salmon River Falls and being, of course, unable to leap the obstruction, they became so thickly packed in the pool at the foot that the backs of the fish could be seen above the surface of the water. Many years after, there was a man living near the lake who owned several hundred acres of fertile land and when congratulated on his good fortune in owning such a splendid farm he was accustomed to say that “salmon had paid for it.” He said that he had often rowed a skiff from the mouth of the river up to Pulaski and in that distance secured so many salmon that the boat could hold no more. 

Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is October 26, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

We are sad to learn of the death of Doretta Bassinger Jones. Doretta was extremely helpful and spent time in my office when we were researching the Sandy Pond Memories II book. Her insight and knowledge of the Pond area was amazing. Our sympathies to her family.  
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
October 14, 2011

Salmon River Part 2
With the coming of more people and the building of mills along the streams the number of the salmon began to decrease and by the Civil War period they were very rarely if ever seen and at last entirely ceased. 

The Sandy Creek News, dated April 11, 1901, indicates that some were seen during that year. The Salmon River is the only stream in New York State which the genuine Atlantic Salmon are coming into. There can be no doubt regarding the Atlantic Salmon finding its way into this stream, if any ever existed, having been wholly removed by an opinion rendered by State Fish Culturist Cheney.

That the matter might be definitely settled one of the fish, an Atlantic Salmon weighing 10 and a half pounds was secured at Pulaski and forwarded to Mr. Cheney at Albany, who made a careful study of the Salmon and after conferring with other experts declared it to be a genuine Atlantic salmon.

Up to about the year 1861 the Atlantic salmon were found in large numbers in the Salmon River in their season, but the pollutions of the stream caused by the dumping of saw dust from the mills which had been erected along the stream in the sixties drove them out.

Landmarks of Oswego County, published in 1895, has this to say concerning Salmon River and the fish from which it took its name: Salmon River is not only rich in romantic scenery but also in historic interest. Its picturesque surroundings and valuable water power early attracted the attention of settlers, who promptly utilized many of the available sites. French writers state that it was a favorite route for Indian war parties to the Mohawk Valley; its waters were long frequented by both Indians and white men for its splendid fish, and very early in the nineteenth century measures were adopted to preserve the salmon. On April 1818, the Legislature passed an act prohibiting the wanton destruction of these fish and on May 4, 1835, another law was enacted authorizing the construction of dams provided they contained fish-ways twenty-five feet wide. Other laws followed from time to time with the same object in view. May 12, 1875, the Legislature prohibited the netting and spearing of salmon in the Salmon River between the Salmon River Falls and the outlet; and in Deer Creek for a distance of one mile above its mouth. Afterwards $3,000 was appropriated for building fish-ways in dams on the Little Salmon River in the Town of Mexico, but the work was not performed and in 1888 the money reverted to the State. Unfortunately this legislation has failed to secure this continuance of the visits of this noble fish to the waters of Oswego County.

Woodlawn Cemetery/Union Cemetery Association has been newly formed and its President Jim Allen world love to hear from lot owners and anyone interested in keeping this cemetery maintained. The cemetery is a not for profit corporation and each lot owner is a member and part owner. The next meeting is October 26, at the Town Hall, at 7 pm and all meetings are open to the public. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
October 21, 2011

Photo: Mr. Lehman and Zachary Lehman at Barnard/North Road Cemetery 
North Road/Barnard Cemetery located on County Route 62. The earliest recorded burial here was made in 1809, so that it predates the present Woodlawn Cemetery by several years, but the last burial was made well before 1900, and abandonment was final by the mid 1930’s. In view of its present conditions, it is fortunate that two listings of information from the stones themselves exist; one made in 1936 and one done by the local DAR members in 1952, so any historical significance to the little graveyard is well documented. The Rhadament Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution did move the gravestones of Thomas Herriman, a Revolutionary War Soldier buried in this cemetery, to Woodlawn, also erecting a special marker there in his honor.

Zachary Lehman, Life Scout, has made his Eagle Scout project the North Road/Barnard Cemetery on County Route 62, Sandy Creek. This cemetery has been a project for different people in the community for many years and we just cannot seem to get a permanent handle on it. Zack will complete this project on September 30th  and has done a great job. Headstones were found and flag markers placed.  Leaves, brush and limbs were put at the roads edge and town highway men pick it up.

A Life Scout must plan, develop, and give leadership to others in a service project to any religious institution, school, or community. As a demonstration of leadership, the Scout must plan the work, organize the personnel needed, and direct the project to its completion. The Eagle service project is an individual matter; therefore, two Eagle candidates may not receive credit for the same project.The project idea must be approved by the Scoutmaster and troop committee and by the council or district before it is started. An Eagle service project should be of significant magnitude to be special and should represent the candidate's best possible effort.
The Eagle Scout Leadership Service Project, known as the Eagle Scout Project or more simply as the Eagle Project, is the opportunity for a Scout in the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) to demonstrate leadership of others while performing a project for the benefit of his community. This is the culmination of the Eagle Scout candidate's leadership training, and it requires a significant effort on his part.
Upon completion of the project, a detailed report must be submitted with the Scout's Eagle application to include the following information: What was the project? How did it benefit others? Who from the group benefiting from the project gave guidance? Who helped carry out the project? What materials were used and how were they acquired?

Although the project plan must be approved before work is begun, the board of review must determine if the project was successfully carried out. Questions that must be answered are: Did the candidate demonstrate leadership of others? Did he indeed direct the project rather than do all of the work himself? Was the project of real value to the religious institution, school, or community group? Who from the group benefiting from the project may be contacted to verify the value of the project? Did the project follow the plan, or were modifications needed to bring it to its completion? All the work on the project must be done while the candidate is a Life Scout and before the candidate's 18th birthday. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
October 28, 2011

Photo:  S/Sgt. Donald Zahler, KIA
Donald was born in 1926 at Antwerp, New York, to Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Zahler. He enlisted in the Army Air Force-91st Bomb Group, 8th Air Force on October 9, 1942. On March 6, 1944, at the age of 19, he was killed in action. His awards include ETO Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Purple Heart, Air Medal, World War II Victory Medal, Presidential Citations. He is buried at Ardennes American Cemetery and Memorial, Neuprce, Belgium (a staff member is always on duty to escort relatives to gravesites)

Sandy Creek News: Family Concludes Sgt. Zahler Died When Flying Fortress Crashed in Raid on Berlin (headline) S/Sgt. Donald Zahler, 19 year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Zahler of Lacona is believed to have lost his life as the Flying Fortress on which he was a tail gunner crashed in Germany March 6, 1944. Although the International Red Cross had reported him killed, members of the crew who parachuted safely and became German prisoners, believed for some time that Donald had also come through safely and either had been taken prisoner or escaped. 

In a letter to Mrs. Ida Zahler dated June 11, 1944 from the Army Air Forces Headquarters reads: “Under date of March 25th, the Adjutant General notified you that your son, S/Sgt. Donald Zahler had been reported missing in action over Germany since March 6th. Further information has been received indicating that Sgt. Zahler was a crew-member of a B-17, which departed from England on a bombardment mission to Erkner, Germany on March 6th. Full details are not available, but the report indicates that during this mission your son’s bomber sustained damage in an encounter with hostile aircraft, and that it left the formation and went into a steep dive. The report further indicates that eight parachutes were seen to leave the damaged aircraft …there is no other information obtainable at the present time…”

In the book “Target Berlin” by Jeffery L. Ethell and Alfred Price, a historical account was given of the March 6, 1944 daylight attack on Berlin, Germany. The U. S. Eighth Air Force used a total of 702 heavy bombers, of which 69 were lost. Donald Zahler was a tail-gunner in one of these B-17’s “Hell in High Water.” In “Target Berlin” states that this B-17 pilot was 1st. Lieutenant Clyde Mason and was shot down by German fighters north of Magdeburg at approximately 12:45, two crew, eight bailed out and taken prisoner. The aircraft crashed near Trebbia, south of Germany.

S/Sgt. Donald Zahler, 91st Bomber Group was stationed in Bassingbourn, England and was in his 8th mission over Europe. 
Before Memorial Day this year, Andy Zahler, his son and Alan Johnston mowed the cemetery and cleared tree branches for Memorial Day. Andy also helped raise money to pay the local sexton to “keep up” the cemetery until Memorial Day. Since then the Union-Woodlawn Cemetery Association was formed and it’s President Jim Allen and other interested residents have joined together to raise money to “bring financial stability to Woodlawn Cemetery.” Monthly meetings are held at the Town Hall and currently this group is selling tickets for a $500 raffle to be drawn at the town hall on December 16th. Contact Jim at 387-3691.

This Veteran’s day we honor all our veterans and especially remember all our soldiers in harm’s way. Please, take a moment to thank a veteran!

The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project will again be held at the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street. Please stop by and vote for your favorite tree. This community project is headed by Rae Allen (387-3666) and the trees are decorated by youth groups.  Contact Rae if you have questions.
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
November 11, 2011

Photo: Salisbury House Historic Marker
This was the last of the three historic markers that document our rich history. People have been seen stopping and taking pictures of the markers and pictures of family members standing in front of them. 

This picture includes Grant Rohrmoser, Sandy Creek Village Mayor; Ruth Scheppard, Town Councilwoman; Nancy Ridgeway, Deputy Supervisor and Town Councilwoman;  Charlene Cole, Town and Village Historian; Mike Clark, Town Councilman; Cheryl Yerdon, Town Councilwoman and Lonnie Crast, Sandy Creek Town Supervisor.

The first marker was placed on the site of the Col. Thomas Meacham farm where the “Big Cheese” was created for President Andrew Jackson in 1835. An immense cheese-hoop and press were constructed and the milk from 150 cows was turned into curd to create the 1400 pound, 11 foot round cheese. .
The second marker was placed at the Lacona Depot. The Lacona Depot was the hub of village activity for more than a century. The Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg (RWO) Rail line was completed through East Sandy Creek (Lacona) in the spring of 1851. The depot opened in November of 1872. In 1891 the New York Central & Hudson River Railroad purchased the RWO and replaced the original depot.

Salisbury House served as a temporary home for many of the towns’ early settlers and the first town meetings were held there in 1825. This temperance house was the outgrowth of the inn “part frame, part log” kept by James Hinman as early as 1812, when there were only two or three frame houses in what is now Sandy Creek Village. By 1820, it is known that Nathan Salisbury had already established his inn on this site. It burned in 1884. 
The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project will again be held at the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street. Please stop by and vote for your favorite tree. This community project is headed by Rae Allen (387-3666) and the trees are decorated by youth groups.  Contact Rae if you have questions.
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Happy Thanksgiving from the History Center

 Charlene, Phyllis, Irene and Joyce.
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
November 18, 2011

Photo: Clock bought with Larkin Soap coupons

In a past column I wrote about the Larkin Club. The Larkin Club was found locally in Boylston, Bellville, Ellisburg, Pulaski and Orwell. The Larkin Club was established enabling the customer to purchase items on the installment plan. It became the heart of the mail order business and a key to the company’s success. 
In 1886, Elbert Hubbard created the “Combination Box”, a six dollar assortment of toilet soaps shipped for thirty days’ approval. This package was altered in 1891, to the ten dollar Combination Box. It contained one hundred bars of Sweet Home Soap, nine small boxes of fine toilet soaps and creams, and a premium valued at ten dollars. Both packages contained enough soap to last the average family a year at a price that was roughly one week’s pay. The purchase of these boxes entitled customers to certificates that could then be exchanged for selected items of their choice from the company’s catalog which published Spring/Summer and Fall/Winter editions. The Larkin catalog offered hundreds of products and premiums. By selling directly to the customer expenses were eliminated and the savings passed on through “free” premiums that were equal in value to the product’s price. 

Ten housewives would form a club and each contributes a dollar monthly. Club members were mostly from small towns whose families had modest incomes. The “secretary” organized the club and conducted business with Larkin offices on behalf of all members. The secretary purchased a Combination Box and the products and premiums were distributed among the club members. Some “secretaries” even won trips to visit the factory based on their sales volume.
Jay Wilcox brought this picture into my office recently and shares his family information. This clock (manufacturer and date unknown) was purchased with Larkin Soap coupons by Flora Wilcox and was a gift to her brother, William Orlando Wilcox, and his bride Margaret “Maggie” Jeanette Colwell who were married at the Mannsville Methodist Church, Mannsville, New York on January 1, 1902.  

William and Flora were two of five children born to Horace and Hattie (Nelson) Wilcox who resided on a farm on what is now known as Stowell Drive on the eastern edge of Richland, New York. Horace was employed by the New York Central Railroad. Horace and Hattie are buried in the Richland Cemetery.

Maggie was the daughter of Hamilton and Susanna (Stein) Colwell who moved from Five Mile Town, County Tyrone, Ireland to a large farm on the shore of Lake Ontario in the Town of Ellisburg (now known as Montario Point) in 1883. Maggie was the youngest of their thirteen children. Hamilton and several of their sons farmed land which extended east beyond where State Route 3 is presently located. Most of the family is buried in the Ellisburg Cemetery.

William and Maggie resided all their married life on a farm on Staplin Road in the Town of Ellisburg and after their death this clock was passed onto their son, Harold and is currently with their grandson Jay Austin Wilcox in Brewerton. 

We would like to hear from others with Larkin Club stories.

The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project will again be held at the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street. Please stop by and vote for your favorite tree. This community project is headed by Rae Allen (387-3666) and the trees are decorated by youth groups.  Contact Rae if you have questions.
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Happy Thanksgiving, 
Charlene, Phyllis, Irene and Joyce
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November 25, 2011

Photo: Joseph A. Cook family gathered on the front lawn of their country home, photo taken by Dexter Woodard. 

Mr. Cook and his wife, Fannie (Peck) Cook are seated in the rocking chairs with their children seated around them; their niece, Alta (Cook) Sargent, is standing beside her bicycle; cycling was considered healthful and proper, as well as fun, in those days and many boys and girls rode into the countryside to visit friends and relatives. Pauline Cook (Mrs. Lester Zufelt) and her sister Lois (Mrs. Paul Woodard) are seated on the grass; Beatrix (Mrs. Hugh Stowell) is seated on her mother’s lap while Theodore is seated in a chair near the wheelbarrow. 

At the time of this photo Mr. and Mrs. Ted Cook lived on the home/farm which was settled in the early 1850’s, by Mr. Cook’s maternal grandfather, Harrison Peck.

The 1867 town map shows the saw mill run by Mr. Peck and later his son Clarence E. Peck, which was somewhat northeast of the house on a dug channel between the main channel of the Little Sandy and its southern tributary, Wolf Creek. It is possible that lumber for many of the homes and farm buildings in the neighborhood came out of the Peck mill. By 1892 Clarence Peck married Ada Hadley and Joseph Cook married Fannie Peck in a double ring ceremony and the mill operation ended.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

Happy Thanksgiving, 
Charlene, Phyllis, Irene and Joyce
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
December 2, 2011

Photo: Steel marker made by John Osborn for his wife, Elizabeth’s grave at Woodlawn Cemetery. 
Sandy Creek News: John Osborn, a resident of Sandy Creek for many years died late Monday, December 2, 1935, at the age of 86. He fell and broke his hip about 12 years ago and had been an invalid ever since, tenderly cared for by his son, William Osborn, with whom he lived. Mr. Osborn was a blacksmith and something of a genius at his trade, having an exceptional talent for designing and making objects from wood, iron and steel. He made many weathervanes, and after the death of his wife designed and made a unique steel marker for her grave in Woodlawn Cemetery, together with a basket of flowers. For many years he conducted a blacksmith shop in the old brick building at the rear of the Corse Press (Lake Street), living there with his family. Farmers and townspeople kept him busy, for he could mend or duplicate a part from any machine required. He was born in Depauville, May 5, 1849, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dexter S. Osborn. He learned his trade when only a boy and was for some years head blacksmith for the Sells Brothers circus, traveling into every section of the United States and Canada.

He married Miss Elizabeth Massey, daughter of Bernard and Flora Massey, at Grand Rapids, Michigan and a short time after that moved to Sandy Creek. Mr. Osborn was first employed in the old Stevens foundry and later bought out the shop of the late Henry Bentley. His wife died in 1902, at the age of 36, leaving several young children. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm, weather permitting. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 

The history books created by the History Center are the perfect hostess gift for visiting relatives or friends over the holidays. Stop by and pick one up. (World War 1, World War 11, Veterans serving from 1945 to 1960, Sandy Pond Memories 1 and 2, History of  Lacona Village 125 years, Sandy Creek Village History 130 Years, Abandoned Cemetery books, Early Sandy Creek History and the Oswego County Fair 150 years) All are reasonably priced.

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian [image: image44.jpg]



Historians’ Corner
December 9, 2011

Photo: Charlene Cole, Betty Otis Munson-Atkinson and Phyllis LeBeau at the Oswego County Fair Sandy Creek history booth

Sadly Betty Atkinson has passed away. Betty was a volunteer at the Sandy Creek History Center since I became historian eleven years ago. Betty was our go-to person when it came to Sandy Pond history and was instrumental in the writing of both Sandy Pond books. Betty was a descendent of Captain John Otis who fought in the War of 1812 and soon after I became historian gave a talk to a Boy Scout group about the war and her ancestors’ role in it. She loved people and history and enjoyed her time spent with us preserving Sandy Creek history. She enjoyed working at the Sandy Creek booth at the fair and helped several years when the History Center presented local history to the 4th graders at school. We have many fond memories of Betty’s time with us at the History Center and send our sympathies to her family.

Plank Road history: One hundred and sixty-two years ago this December, the section of plank road connecting Sandy Creek with Syracuse was built through this village, replacing the old Salt Road which like other early thoroughfares was often impassible at certain seasons of the year.
Timber for the section of plank road running through Sandy Creek and north to the Jefferson County line was cut on the farm of Samuel Salisbury and his brother-in-law, Oren R. Earl. This farm was later owned by Kenneth Lewis and was located on the “Pine Ridge” north of the village of Lacona, where in the early days was a splendid stand of noble pines, Salisbury and Earl having secured from the builders of the road a contract to furnish a considerable amount of the lumber. 

In building the road, four by four stringers were first embedded in the ground and then covered with four-inch planks laid on cross-wise, making a smooth road over which a good rate of speed could be maintained. In section of soft swampy ground it was necessary to use the rougher corduroy construction of logs laid side by side. 

Plank roads were profitable to their builders, a toll being charged in order to insure collection from traffic entering from cross-roads it was necessary to establish toll gates every few miles, one in Sandy Creek being maintained at the house later owned by Clayton Crandall.

When completed, the plank road connected Syracuse and Watertown, being built in sections each a quarter of a mile long. I has been estimated that the 72-mile stretch from Syracuse to Watertown required over 12 million feet of planking and more than a million feet of stringers. There was no difficulty in obtaining a cheap supply of suitable lumber, for forests were numerous all along the route of the proposed road. Locals recall big pines once covered the site of St. Lawrence Park (Community Park) and the Sandy Creek High School forest north of the village.

The plank roads, so popular in the 1840’s and 1850’s had a comparatively short life, due in part to railroad rivalry but more generally to their rapid destruction under the wear of travel. Eventually the planks began to wear through, and then the holes were filled in with stones, leaving a series of holes into which carriages and wagons jolted until at last the rotting planks were torn up, the toll gates abandoned and the old plank road, replaced by gravel, later by macadam and finally by concrete, became only a memory.
The history books created by the History Center are the perfect hostess gift for visiting relatives or friends over the holidays. Stop by and pick one up. (World War 1, World War 11, Veterans serving from 1945 to 1960, Sandy Pond Memories 1 and 2, History of  Lacona Village 125 years, Sandy Creek Village History 130 Years, Abandoned Cemetery books, Early Sandy Creek History and the Oswego County Fair 150 years) All are reasonably priced.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm, weather permitting. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The Sandy Creek History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Photo: General Telephone Company

This great picture was donated to the History Center by Barbara Joslyn. The Black River Telephone Company was once located in Lacona and later renamed the General Telephone Company and moved to the Sandy Creek business district before closing in 1937.

Heather Joslyn researched and wrote an article titled “Reach Out and Touch Someone” for the Salmon River News in 1982 on the Telephone Company, which is partially reprinted here. (I have updated her research to present)

Joslyn writes: “These days the Bell Telephone Company’s slogan is “reach out and touch someone.” And yet in this age of computers and automation, it is comforting to recall the days when operators really did “reach out” to the community they served.”

The Black River Telephone Company had an office in Lacona, until July of 1926, next to what was Remington’s Barber Shop and later Beautiful Beatitudes on Harwood Drive. Following that the name changed to General Telephone Company and they relocated to the business district of Sandy Creek, where the Smith Insurance office, later the Video Store (next to Kessler’s/Karen’s Kountry Florist) on Harwood Drive. The telephone office closed in October 1937, when the telephone system was converted to dial. 

Joslyn writes: “Nettie Straight, a resident of Sandy Creek, was hired as an operator by the Black River Telephone Company in April 1915. She was promoted to chief operator in January 1925, and held the same position when the company moved into its Sandy Creek office. Mrs. Straight remembers the operators she worked with as being “just like a family.” She said that one thing that drew the operators together was the fact that, because telephones were the quickest form of communication in the days before radio and television, the telephone office functioned as a news agency in small towns such as Sandy Creek. Modern technology finally took its toll on the local phone companies. The office was converted to dial in October of 1937. Harriet Allen, a resident of Sandy Pond completed the final call in the Sandy Creek office. She had also handled the first call in that office.


The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm, weather permitting. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The Sandy Creek History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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L to R - Nettie Straight, Harriet Allen, Clara Noble, Mabel Straight, Lucille Beach,
Olive Wilder, Bernice Presley and Lottie Wheeler





