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Historians’ Corner
January 6, 2012

Photo: unknown farm from a glass plate negative
Eleven and a half years ago I was appointed historian for the town and village of Sandy Creek and the village of Lacona. When I accepted this job I knew there was much work to be done to get the historic papers, photographs and artifacts organized, secured and preserved and with the help of dedicated volunteers we have accomplished great things. Every week Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Jim, Rita and I work on projects that seemingly have no end. Volunteers are the lifeblood of any small organization and we are proud of the work these dedicated volunteers do; to date they have accrued 91,663 hours! 
So what is happening at the History center in 2012? We are open every Friday from 9am to 4pm (weather permitting). We are located downstairs at the Sandy Creek Town Hall.

Many of you would not recognize the area where the bowling alley was which is now my new office, research area and fire-safe room. We began by cleaning up the basement, sorting and re-housing all the boxes of town records that were brought back to the town hall from various homes and the library. A Records Management Grant was written in 2003 to build a fire-safe room to secure town and historical records and artifacts. Today we have a bright research area, organized file cabinets (15 to be exact) and record books containing town history and family genealogy. 
The History Center is working closely with Woodlawn Cemetery officials in an effort to update records and locate veterans buried there in an effort to mark every grave with a flag. 
Work will begin on the restoration of gravestones in our abandoned cemeteries. It will be a long process but we need to get started! We begin at Stevens Cemetery (Poplar Ridge) on the Orwell Road (Rt. 22). An abandoned cemetery book is available for purchase. 

Coming in 2012 is the release of the 1940 census.  The 1940 Census population schedules will be available for research on April 2, 2012. Many of the questions on the 1940 census are the standard ones: name, age, gender, and race, education, and place of birth. But the 1940 census also asks many new questions. The instructions ask the enumerator to enter a circled x after the name of the person furnishing the information about the family; whether the person worked for the CCC, WPA, or NYA the week of March 24-30, 1940; and income for the 12 months ending December 31, 1939. The 1940 also has a supplemental schedule for two names on each page. The supplemental schedule asks the place of birth of the person's father and mother; the person's usual occupation, not just what they were doing the week of March 24-30, 1940; and for all women who are or have been married - has this woman been married more than once and her age at first marriage. The National Archives and Records Administration will be providing free online access to the 1940 Census and the web site will offer free searches to users. Users will be able to download the results of their searches. A name index does not exist for this census.
Two hundred years ago the War of 1812 began. We have information on Sandy Creek’s involvement in the war and encourage interested researchers to stop by.

And finally, The Sandy Creek/Boylston Farm book is to be edited, typed and formatted for publication by July 4th.

Once in a while, a highly articulate ancestor leaves a written record of his/her life, an autobiography, a series of revealing letters or perhaps, a diary. If this is the case in your family or someone you know, PLEASE consider sharing the information with a local historian. These materials could be copied and returned to you for your family archives. ALL older records, family bibles and pictures are important, PLEASE, don’t let them become lost or destroyed. Call me or stop by the office, arrangements can be made and many others could benefit from your gift. 
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Photo: At the corner of North Main and Lake Streets. A. H. Wart Drug Store, on the opposite corner is the Post Office and looking south Ila’s Tea Room and Gift Shop
The recent snow storm reminds me of this article in the Watertown Daily Times,

The ‘Snow Storm’ of 1878-1879. 

“The storm has not ceased. It has stormed for two days and two nights. Seventy-five passengers are here on the main line and their money is about exhausted; provisions enough for the next 48 hours. Depth of snow on the level is about six feet.” This was a telegraph item that came from Richland and was printed in the Watertown Daily Times on January 4, 1879, for that winter there were some of the biggest storms that ever affected the North Country.

Paragraphs taken from the newspaper issues of that winter remind us that things are not as bad as they might be.

Have you ever thought of the Village of Sandy Creek and Lacona as ‘romantic’ or ‘fair and festive’? Read on!

The first paralyzing storm of the winter of 1878-79 struck this section about December 24 and was especially bad in the vicinity of Sandy Creek. An account contained in the newspaper telling of an award given by the a passenger to Jacob Hermony, conductor of a train snowbound at Sandy Creek, gives an impression on this first storm.

The story states that: “The passengers of train number one, ( the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad) on December 24 bound north from Rome became snowbound for six and one-half days in the romantic and classical snow clad Village of Sandy Creek; desire before leaving the fair and festive Lacona to express their thanks to the hospitable and unselfish inhabitants thereof, particularly the jovial landlords of the Sandy Creek and Salisbury houses who refused to take undue advantage of their snowbound fellow creatures.”

Again, along about the beginning of January, came the second big storm of the winter and in the column entitled “City and Vicinity” appeared an item, “The country roads are all blocked up again,” while another states that, “At daylight this morning, it was snowing so hard at Sandy Creek that people shaking hands could not recognize each other."

Judge Dewey sent a telegram from Richland where he was stranded which read, “Storm still raging and snow ten foot deep. Seven engines and 100 passengers are snowed in here. Will be home on the first train. Have John plow the garden the first of May sure.”

Another humorous item from Richland read as follows: “One of the passengers who was snowed in at Richland last week thought it would be very appropriate to recite “Beautiful Snow” to the other passengers. Alas, he did not know the temperaments of those around him. By the time he had got as far as “Oh, the snow, the beau___” he was trying to extricate himself from a snow bank into which he had been pitched head foremost. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm, weather permitting. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  The Sandy Creek History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. 
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Photo: Winter of 1908
January 20, 2012

To date this winter we have seen less snow than in the past few years but imagine what it was like in the 1900’s clearing roads and sidewalks. This picture shows what it was like during the winter of 1908 when a deep snow fall made it necessary to dig a path from the Wilbert Williams farm home to the White Schoolhouse on the corner of Lake and North Street Roads. Apparently, the road down Clark Hill had not yet been broken open for bob-sleds or cutters, a job which the neighbors would band together to do. Shoveling out and trampling down the snow to make firm footing for horse-drawn traffic might take a whole day for each mile of roadway. The house in the background belonged to E. Ingersoll in 1854 and to Charles Ingersoll in 1862. A. Clark is listed as the owner in 1867 Oswego County Atlas. An orchard, barely visible at the top of the hill at the far right, marks the site of the J. A. Clark farm buildings which had disappeared by 1889, when Blankman’s county map lists the house pictured as belonging to Ezra and Wilbert Williams. It had been deeded to their father, Daniel Williams sometime after 1867. After Wilbert Williams’ death in 1931, the farm was operated by Mrs. Williams’s nephew, Ellis (Hap) Gilbert, who retired in 1947.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm, weather permitting and appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
The Sandy Creek History Center is located downstairs at the Town Hall. Stop by any Friday for a cup of coffee and a tour of the facility. We have a bright research area, organized file cabinets and record books containing town history and family genealogy. Maybe you’d like to begin your family research and we can help with that or possibly you have information or pictures to share, which we can copy and return to you that day. We have house histories and many pictures of older homes in Lacona and Sandy Creek and if we are lucky we may find your house history. 
We have many unidentified photographs and looking at pictures is fun and even more fun if you can identify them and they bring back fond memories of another time and place. Maybe you have a free hour or two and have considered volunteering; all that is necessary is a love of history. Stop by.
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This year is the 200th Anniversary of the War of 1812 and while Sandy Creek was on the perimeter of that war we had men who fought and carried the cable to Sackets Harbor.

I made booklets for school students and have some available for residents at the History Center. This account is taken from the History of Oswego County, New York  1877.
When the War of 1812 broke out, the people of Sandy Creek, being on the immediate frontier, were kept in a continual tremor. From the lake-shore they could see the enemy’s vessels sweeping over the adjoining waters, now driving the American craft into their harbors, now in turn pursued by Chauncey’s increased fleet. Mrs. Robbins recounts the exciting scene which occurred one summer Sabbath, when the people had gathered at Mr. Hinman’s to hear the gospel preached by some wayfaring minister. Suddenly a messenger came galloping up, crying out, “The British have landed and designating the point assailed. Immediately all was confusion, men hurrying away to get their arms, children crying, and women shuddering with terror at the thought of the Indians, whose presence was always taken for granted when British troops appeared at that time. 

Again and again the militia was called out to repel an attack on Sackets Harbor. There was probably not a man in town of sufficient age that did not perform considerable military service during the two and a half years that the war lasted. Smith Dunlap was captain of the militia company from that section; Nicholas Gurley was lieutenant, Samuel Dunlap ensign and Reuben Hadley orderly sergeant. 

Late in April 1814, Colonel Mitchell, with a small body of infantry, came marching along the Old Salt Road on their way to defend Oswego from a threatened attack. A few days later came the news that the defense had been unsuccessful and Oswego had been captured. For a while rumors flew thick and fast. On the 29th of May the dwellers in the western part of the town saw the curious spectacle of a body of Oneida Indians, in their war paint and feathers, and accompanied by a few soldiers, marching along the shore of Little Sandy Pond, while those who looked out upon the lake described nearly twenty large and heavy-laden boats, carrying the American flag and impelled northward by hundreds of stalwart oarsmen. It was Woolsey’s flotilla, bearing cannon and stores for Commodore Chauncey’s new ship, “Superior,” as related in the general history.

The next morning messengers came hurrying through the country; informing everyone that Woolsey had run up big Sandy Creek, in Ellisburg, that the British were about to follow, and urging all to come to the rescue. The militia were speedily mustered and hastened to the scene of the expected conflict, but none of them arrived. The thunder of cannon which startled the whole town from the shore of the lake to the slopes of the Boylston hills, and in the northern part the rattle of small arms could be distinctly heard. The militia, on their arrival, found that every man of the assailing force had been killed or captured. There was no fighting to be done, but some of the Sandy creek men took part in the celebrated feat of carrying to Sackets Harbor on their shoulders the great cable of the “Superior” weighing nearly five tons. When the vessel had been equipped and sent to Sea the British Commander was willing to take a retired position, and the Americans along the lake felt less anxiety about a hostile incursion. 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm, weather permitting and appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
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Historians’ Corner
Photo: (1909 ) This photo may have been taken for a patriotic celebration and shows a part of the meeting rooms of the A. J. Barney Post #217 named for Captain A. J. Barney who died in the Civil War. This photograph only identifies Mrs. Alice (Ackley) West, at left and Henry Roberts on the right.
February 3, 2012

February is Black History Month and it is appropriate that I share with you the life of Henry Roberts who was a former slave and Union Army soldier.
Henry was born a slave in Maryland on October 1, 1814 at Hagerstown. In 1851 he married Jane Leonard, daughter of Cato Leonard, a free African American and resident of Grindstone Island in the St. Lawrence River. Henry and Jane were the parents of nine children, four surviving to adulthood.

November of 1863 Henry traveled to New Haven Connecticut to enlist in the 29th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, Colored Troops. He soon became a Corporal in Company F of the 29th and served with the regiment in Virginia and Texas.

According to the National Park Service record the 29th Connecticut Infantry were one of the first of the Union forces to march into the city of Richmond when the Confederate capital was surrendered April 3, 1865. Along with other colored troops they were soon transferred to the western frontier, where the 29th was assigned to Brownsville, Texas. While there, Henry was hospitalized for several weeks with eye problems and right arm paralysis. The unit was discharged from there and transported to Hartford, Connecticut. Henry made his way home from there.

The 1870 Federal Census lists Henry as a farm laborer in the Town of Worth. By 1871 Jane and Henry’s youngest son Gilbert Eely Roberts was born in the Town of Croghan, Lewis County. According to the Federal Census, 1880, Orville, Jane and Henry’s oldest son, was living in the Village of Lacona with his wife Julia and two small sons. 

In 1883, Henry joined the A. J. Barney Post No. 217 of the Grand Army of the Republic, Sandy Creek unit of the Union Veterans. 

September 1, 1883 Henry Roberts was the night watchman at the Sandy Creek Tannery. When he discovered that the plant was on fire, he ran to the steam engine room and pulled the cord to open the “work whistle” thereby warning the whole community of the impending disaster. He got out of the engine room just as the roof started to collapse, but neither the bucket brigade of local citizens, nor the hand pumper sent from Watertown could save the community’s main industry where 125 men had been employed. 

In 1884, local businessmen built a wood manufacturing company on the site of the tannery which made wooden butter dishes and wood-veneer plates. John, George and Gilbert Roberts all worked there at different times during the late 19th century. 

The Sandy Creek News reported 1889: “Samuel Sadler and Henry Roberts are employed in building a new brick vault at Woodlawn Cemetery.” By 1893 Henry and Jane purchase a house on Lake Street where they spent the rest of their lives. 

Henry loved hunting and fishing. He died December 28, 1909. F. Dudley Corse wrote, “Henry Roberts, the oldest veteran in the local G.A.R. Post passed away yesterday morning. Mr. Roberts was born a slave and few more deeply appreciated the meaning of the victory which was won in the Civil War, declaring freedom to the slave, although he had gained his liberty before that struggle was fought. For many years he had carried the Stars and Stripes at all the public gatherings of the G.A.R., and few of us have warmer friends in the community or will be more thoroughly missed than Henry Roberts. Mr. Roberts was 95 years old last October.”

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm, weather permitting and appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
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Photo: I have included this 1891 photograph in my columns before but this time I can identify Levi Bird (third from right 4th row) and give some information about him.
February 10, 2012

Though some African-American units had been raised and seen fighting prior to 1863, President Lincoln did not authorize the use of colored troops in combat until 1863, after the Emancipation Proclamation. The Bureau of Colored Troops was established by the United States War Department in May 1863 and was responsible for recruiting African-American soldiers to fight. About 175 regiments composed of 178,000 African-American troops served the Union in the final two years of the Civil War.
This column continues the Black History Month series with the interesting lives of these two men, both served in the Civil War and lived in Sandy Creek…….Levi Bird and James Sharp. Information on them appeared in the Sandy Creek News, Sketches column dated March 1, 1934.  Many of the Sketches articles that appeared in the News during the 1930’s were written by Nannette Hamer who was Town Historian for many years.

Levi Bird: Some forty years ago one of the well known characters seen about the village was Levi Bird, colored. He was born in Maryland about the year 1849 and in infancy was sold with his mother to a planter in Georgia. During the Civil War he enlisted as a cook in Company G, 159th Regiment, and at the close of the war was brought to Sandy Creek by its first Sergeant, E. E. Covey, of this town. Intelligent and ambitious, he found ready employment at various duties about town and made many friends. His death occurred May 22, 1899 following a stroke.

James Sharp: Still earlier there lived in this town a Negro by the name of James L. Sharp, who was born here about 1840. His father, Morgan Sharp, was a Negro and by occupation a blacksmith, while his mother was an Indian woman. When James was quite young the father died and the boy found a home with Abram Pruyn, while the mother returned to her tribe.

When the Civil War broke out James enlisted in Company G, 24th Regiment and soon became well versed in drill and was known as a bold and reckless soldier. He served his full time and was discharged with the rest of the regiment at Elmira, returning to this town. He lived for a time with George Brooks at Lacona and in the fall of 1863 enlisted in the 20th New York Cavalry, serving to the end of the war, when he returned with his health greatly impaired. After a few years he settled in Bay City, Michigan where he died in October 1891. 

Phyllis LeBeau and I researched these two men further and we found Levi Bird was a barber in Lacona on the Powers block.  (Sandy Creek news: September 10, 1885) Mr. Bird has traveled down on the Ridge Road and will work this season for Henry Allard. (Sandy Creek News: March 15, 1888) During the flood of last week Deer Creek was never known to be so high. The flats east of the Ridge Road, known as the Howe flats, were almost like the south pond in appearance. Sail boats could have sailed all over the flats without any trouble. Levi Bird who was on the way home on the night of the flood found the water knee deep all of 12 rods from the creek, and was obliged to turn back  and stay with a neighbor till morning. (Sandy Creek News September 25, 1890) The ladies of the A. J. Barney Relief Corps have done a little piece of charitable work that does them credit in placing Mrs. Levi (Lizzie) Bird’s name on the tombstone of her husband. She has been buried a number of years with nothing to mark her grave.

Obituary: Levi Bird was buried at Woodlawn with his wife Lizzie, he was 53 years old. Several years prior to his death he suffered a stroke of paralysis which greatly affected his speech and walking and it was another stroke of the same disease that ended his life. He was buried Wednesday, May 24th with members of the local G. A. R. Post, friends from Mexico, Pulaski and Sandy Creek were in attendance at the funeral; Rev. T.T. Davies officiating. A widow survives him who has the sympathy of the community in this hour of sadness and sorrow.  

James Sharp: The 1850 Sandy Creek Census shows him living with Fanny Sharp in the proximity of Edwards Road and by 1860 he is living with the Ephraim Potter family. 
schistorian@frontiernet.net       
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Photo: “Headquarters for Valentines” Clinton D. Turner, The Druggist, owner of the Lacona Drug Store from 1907-1919 when he moved to Watertown where he died on February 20, 1956. The Lacona business was purchased by Newton G. Wheeler 
February 17, 2012

The U.S. Congress passed the Second Confiscation Act in July 1862. It freed slaves of owners in rebellion against the United States, and a militia act empowered the President to use freed slaves in any capacity in the army. President Abraham Lincoln was concerned with public opinion in the four Border States that remained in the Union, as they had numerous slaveholders, as well as with northern Democrats who supported the war but were less supportive of abolition than many northern Republicans. Lincoln opposed early efforts to recruit black soldiers, although he accepted the Army's using them as paid workers. Union Army setbacks in battles over the summer of 1862 led Lincoln to emancipating all slaves in states at war with the Union. In September 1862 Lincoln issued his preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, announcing that all slaves in rebellious states would be free as of January 1. Recruitment of colored regiments began in full force following the Proclamation of January 1863. 

I received this interesting query recently again bringing my attention to two Civil War soldiers who fought in the Colored Troops; they brought their families to Sandy Creek. 
Samuel Anderson immigrated to Oswego from Bermuda in the mid – 1830s. He raised his family in the city of Oswego before serving as a water bearer in the Civil War and served in the 11th United States Colored Troops Heavy Artillery along with his oldest son and soon to be son-in-law Joseph Leonard. In his later years he stayed with his daughter Susan and son-in-law, Joseph Leonard in Sandy Creek.  According to the February 6, 1885 Syracuse Standard, Samuel Anderson died in Sandy Creek on February 5th 1885. However, the Jefferson County Journal says he is from Oswego and died in Adams; both papers agreeing on the date of death.
Joseph Leonard served in Company F in the 11th Regiment of the United States Colored Troops Heavy Artillery. The 1880 Census lists the Joseph Leonard family residing in District 8 in the 264th Enumeration district of Sandy Creek. He worked in the Tannery. Joseph and his wife Susan had 5 children: Joe Jr. (1867); Charles H (1874); Martha (1875); Iona M. 1877 and Samuel G (1879). 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm
schistorian@frontiernet.net       
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Photo: This picture of the Joseph McKee house which was turned over for the hospitalization of wounded British soldiers during the War of 1812 was taken down in 1972 because of its poor condition and a historic marker is near the site on Route 3 in the Town of Ellisburg.

This picture of the Joseph McKee house was turned over for the hospitalization of wounded British soldiers during the War of 1812. 
February 24, 2012

The Battle of Big Sandy took place the morning of May 29, 1814, in the northwest corner of the Town of Ellisburg about 2 miles from the Oswego County line. 

On the night of May 28, Lieutenant M. T. Woolsey left Oswego with 19 boats weighed down with cannon, stores and a dozen cables for Commodore Isaac Chauncey’s fleet at Sackets Harbor including Major Daniel Appling and 130 riflemen. An equal number of Oneida Indians was to meet the flotilla at the mouth of the Salmon River and follow along shore to help defend in the event of a British attack. The plan was to land the armament and stores at the foot of Stony Creek and then proceed overland to Sackets Harbor, but Commodore James Leo of the British fleet at Kingston had learned of the expedition and sent two gunboats, three cutters and a gig in command of Captains Popham and Spilsbury to intercept. 

Woolsey found it wise to enter and proceed up the south branch of Big Sandy in the hope of eluding the enemy. Major Appling sent his riflemen and Indians inland where they were securely hidden from sight when the enemy attacked at daylight. American causalities were one wounded rifleman and one Indian ally; the British saw 19 killed, 50 wounded and 133 were captured.

The cable for Chauncey’s new 66-gun ship “Superior” weighed 9,600 pounds and was 22 inches circumference. This was the sole cargo of one of the ten-ton boats and was guarded by Colonel Clark Allen’s militia until 200 men carried it overland to Sackets Harbor. (A list of local men will be in another column)

Joseph McKee, one of Ellisburg’s earliest settlers, turned his frame residence over for the hospitalization of wounded British soldiers. The dead were buried in a knoll to the rear of the house and a short distance back from the north bank of the south branch of Big Sandy where the engagement took place.

The history of this house dates back to 1797 when it was a part of Oneida County and William Constable, the land baron, sold 3,000 acres to Robert Browne and Thomas Eddy who sold two adjoining parcels to Joseph McKee in 1806. McKee built the house in 1820 and gave the house and six acres to Laura Otis for life use, after which it was to go to her heirs by Avery Brown, her first husband. Ownership of the house changed hands until Mr. and Mrs. Otis bought it in 1942.

Mark your calendars: “Scanning family photographs” workshop will be presented Tuesday, April 17 at 7pm at Sandy Creek Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Drive. Scanning your photographs is the perfect way to use, share and preserve these family treasures. But there is a lot to consider in terms of scanners, software, file formats, image resolution, bit depth, compression, preservation . . . the list goes on and on. Anyone can create a digital image from a photograph, but in this free workshop, we will unveil the secrets to creating life-like scans of your photos. Kent Stuetz from the New York State Archives will provide everything you need to know to take your scans from abysmal to amazing in a very practical, informal presentation. Come and spend an evening with your NYS Regional Archivist and have some fun learning the mysteries of scanning made easy!
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm
schistorian@frontiernet.net       
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Historians’ Corner
Photo: A great picture showing Main Street looking north in 1925.
March 2, 2012
The following account was found in an old file of the Sandy Creek News for May 7, 1896 and is reproduced in this column because of the interesting description it gives of the War of 1812 and of life during the 18th century. Mrs. Emily Otis Gill who wrote it was born in Ellisburg April 3, 1814. The battle of Sandy Creek occurred about one half mile from her father’s house when she was less than two months old. She lived to be nearly 98 and retained to the last her remarkably brilliant mind. Her reminiscences follow: 

“I was born amidst the tumultuous scenes and casualties of ruthless war. My first remembrances were very antagonistic to our Canadian neighbors, as the British soldiers or Red Coats as they were called, had invaded our country or even our neighborhood for a battle was fought only one-half mile from our house.”

“I was named by one of our American officers after his sweetheart, with the promise of a golden eagle if he lived, but he died. A battle was fought within a half mile of our house. The balls flew by the house in too close proximity to please my mother, so she took her baby and fled to a place of safety, nothwithstanding they were keeping what was then called a tavern, modern hotel. Her old brick oven was full of meats and dainties for the officers as soon as the battle would be over. When she returned next morning the floor was covered with dead bodies and the blood was over the soles of her shoes and every available cotton thing was torn up for bandages for the living, not a small loss when cotton cloth was seventy-five cents a yard. My father was one of the men who helped to carry that large cable eighteen miles upon their shoulders. My longevity perhaps I inherited from my mother. The ages of herself and five sisters amounted to 515 years at the time of their death.”

“Times have changed wonderfully since then. Our grandmothers and mothers plied the spindle to make cloth whereby to clothe the family. Now it is made ready for our use. (If we can get the wherewithal to but it) If an animal died there was no loss. The hide was tanned in the good old fashioned way, not split and burned up by the new process, and it went to shoe the family when cold weather set in, also made in our own homes by traveling cobblers.”
“After my marriage I settled down as all farmers’ wives did at that time to a life of drudgery. I sometimes had some higher aspiration than making butter and cheese. As I sat musing one day these words came to me, Cease, cease these longings, peace be still, for fame ne’er followed in the track of Gill, but I can look back through my ancestral genealogy and trace such names as James Otis, signer of the Declaration of Independence; also Longfellow and others of note. So I often wonder why their shadow could not fall on me.” 

“In 1837 I went from Buffalo to Syracuse and it took five days, now it takes five hours. Washington passed away only fourteen years before my birth. Lafayette visited this country in 1824, the year sister was born. Years later I was in Canada and a lady of my acquaintance bought some plates in Kingston that had the landing of Lafayette in New York on them and her husband was so mad he would not eat from them.”

“The first steamboat on Lake Ontario was long since my remembrance. From these low beginnings I have witnessed marvelous growths. Oceans are traversed by steam. The iron horse speeds its way from Maine to California in a marvelous short time. Allow me my friends to mention the things that science has wrought in the medical world. Years ago in performing a surgical operation no anesthetics were known. Patients had to succumb to the keen strokes of the knife until agony was too great to be endured and would sink beneath the fearful shock. I imagine that the next fifty years will not witness as many improvements as the last unless it is in electricity.”

“I have lived under the rule of eighteen presidents and the most vigorous campaign I ever witnessed was when William Henry Harrison was elected in 1840. I had eight brothers and sisters, five of whom are laid at rest; forty cousins, mostly gone, only one older than I am. My life has not been one of brightness or all gladness but tempered just enough with sadness that others woes I’ll not forget. If sorrow has overtaken me I have ever seen in it the hand of a loving Father and when the dark clouds passed away I could see a silver lining.”  Mrs. Emily (Otis) Gill
The History Center has lost another valued supporter, Don Ridgeway died February 29. Don loved history and was our “go-to” for the farm book. Our sympathy and prayers go out to the family. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm
schistorian@frontiernet.net       
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Photo: Mary Nannette Hamer
March 16, 2012

March is Women’s History Month. 
Mary Nannette Hamer was born on the Hamer farm on the Smartville Road, Boylston, the daughter of Thomas W. and Mabel (Pruyn) Hamer. In 1955 she started writing a column for the Sandy Creek News and was active in the Outlook Club, Rhadamant Chapter of the D.A.R., Sandy Creek United Methodist Church, American Red Cross, Secretary of the Sandy Creek-Boylston-Wesleyan Cemetery Association and worked 42 years at the Corse Press and Holstein Friesian World. Among her greatest contributions was her newspaper work and the during the 1930’s the historical “Sketches” was written by her on the history of Sandy Creek, Lacona and Boylston which contained some of our earliest genealogical records.

Ellen (Corse) Potter was the daughter of F. Dudley and Carrie (Norton) Corse. Ellen graduated from Sandy Creek High School and Syracuse University where she majored in English. Following graduation she joined the staff of the Sandy Creek News as associate news editor for 30 years. She married William J. Potter Jr. and was active in the Outlook Club, United Methodist Church and United Methodist Women, the Lake Ontario Chapter Order of the Eastern Star and worked as a committee member with the girl scouts for 15 years.
Isabel Ballou taught in the Hamer District #2 School, Boylston  and is said to have snow-shoed crosslots to teach at the school.
Woodlawn Cemetery news: The Union Cemetery Association meets every 4th Wednesday at 7pm at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. The public is encouraged to attend. The group is applying for a grant to fix all unsafe gravestones; met with Mike Seelman to update rules and regulations and create new by-laws; section markers have been made and will be installed come spring as will a map of the cemetery that will be placed at the entrance showing sections and water faucets. 
Mark your calendars: “Scanning family photographs” workshop will be presented Tuesday, April 17 at 7pm at Sandy Creek Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Drive. Scanning your photographs is the perfect way to use, share and preserve these family treasures. But there is a lot to consider in terms of scanners, software, file formats, image resolution, bit depth, compression, preservation . . . the list goes on and on. Anyone can create a digital image from a photograph, but in this free workshop, we will unveil the secrets to creating life-like scans of your photos. Kent Stuetz from the New York State Archives will provide everything you need to know to take your scans from abysmal to amazing in a very practical, informal presentation. Come and spend an evening with your NYS Regional Archivist and have some fun learning the mysteries of scanning made easy!
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm
schistorian@frontiernet.net       

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
Photo: Down on the farm, one of the many photos used in the upcoming farm book which will be available  by July 4.
March 23,  2012
Two hundred years ago the War of 1812 began. We have information on Sandy Creek’s involvement in the war and encourage interested researchers to stop by.

The following is the British Account of their Sandy Bay Loss, Montreal Tuesday, June 21, 1814, printed in the Hartford, Connecticut Courant
British account of the affair at Sandy Bay. It is with extreme regret we have to acquaint the public with the unfortunate result of a gallant enterprise by the boats of our squadron on Lake Ontario, under the command of Capts. Popham and Spilsbury of the Royal Navy, against a flotilla of the enemy’s craft laden with Naval stores, which had got into Sandy Creek on its way from Oswego to Sackets Harbor. On the morning of the 20th ult. a large boat with two 24 pounders and a 19and a half inch cable for the enemy’s new ship was captured by our squadron, having sailed from Oswego the evening before with fifteen others. Captains Popham and Spilsbury, with two gun boats and some smaller craft, having on board about 200 seamen and marines, entered the creek on the morning of the 21st, where the enemy’s flotilla were shortly after discovered. Parties were landed on each side of the creek and proceeded together with the boats, without opposition, to within about a quarter of a mile from the enemy, when suddenly a considerable force, consisting of 150 riflemen, nearly 200 Indians and a numerous body of militia and cavalry attacked and soon overpowered our small party whose gallant resistance to such numbers proving unavailing, a surrender became indispensible to save our brave men from certain death. Our loss on the occasion was 19 killed and 50 wounded. Mr. Hoan, master’s mate of the Montreal, is among the killed and Lts. Cox and Kagh, of the marines are severely wounded. The boats also fell into the hands of the enemy.
1940 census  The 1940 Census will become available to the public on April 2, 2012. The date was chosen to comply with the requirements to protect privacy for 72 years. For more information visit http://archives.gov/genealogy/census/1940/index.html
If you want to watch a vintage video, you can learn more about the contents of the 1940 census in a 10 minute movie created by the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. The movie was created in 1939/40 and is typical news-reels of that time. The movie focuses on the role of the enumerators (census takers) but explains who was counted and also provides many details about the 1940 census. Watch the video on YouTube at <http://youtube.be/OwZk6rASC8k>
The History Center is open Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
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March 30, 2012

Photo: Daniel Bealls-War of 1812 Veteran-Sergeant 55 Regiment (Allen’s) New York Militia

Daniel Bealls was born in Windsor, Massachusetts, March 11, 1792, son of Joshua and Elizabeth  (Dunbar) Bealls. 

Mr. Beall’s family were early settlers in Jefferson County and records show he was a close relative to the Hanchett family who operated an early tavern, near the junction of the Salt Road (Rt. 11) and the North Ridge Road, in the Town of Ellisburg.  Daniel ran a country Inn on the Old State Road in the Town of Redfield which was later known as the Cottrell Hotel and where the census showed him living in 1850 and 1860. 

A national listing of military pensioners published in 1883 shows that Daniel received monthly pension of $8 and the 1880 census has him living in Lacona with the family of his niece, Maria (Hanchett) Wright. Henry and Maria Wright came to Lacona from the Cotrell Hotel in 1863 when they purchased the Central Hotel. They were the paternal grandparents of Dolly (Harding) Blount.

Daniel Bealls died December 16, 1833 and is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. Charles Clark donated this photograph to the History Center collection.

Remember when people used to barter to get things they needed or wanted? To barter is to exchange goods or services. I have an Onondaga County Atlas and an Oneida County Atlas will trade one for an Oswego County Atlas, call me!
The History Center is open Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
Charlene Cole
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April 6,  2012

Photo: Mabel Carnrite
From the archives, a teachers memories: I (Mabel K. Carnrite) was born on Powers Ave., Lacona, New York in the house built by my father. It has experienced additions, remodeling, family births, weddings and deaths. Neighbors come and go, but here I am still, expecting to live out my days.
The school bell first rang for me at age seven, at the East Primary at Lacona. The old home town continued my education through elementary school, high school and training class.

Due to the aspirations of my mother and grandfather King (who always called me his little schoolmarm), I decided to become a teacher, and because of the council, guidance and encouragement of two wonderful women, Mrs. Mabel Jackman, my Training Class teacher, and Mrs. Mildred G. Pratt, my first District Superintendent, I weathered the storms of educational change through forty-two years. Three and three fourths years were happily spent in rural schools, the Scripture in Sandy Creek and the Hemlock in Boylston.

Because of the illness and death of my mother, my registration at Plattsburg Normal was cancelled. Through extension classes, summer school and on-campus work, I later was graduated from Oswego Normal School and earned a B.S. degree from Oswego State Teachers College.

And what are my memories of these days gone by? Well, thank goodness, it is convenient to put aside the trials and sorrows and recall the pleasant, the humorous, the rewarding parts.

What a challenge my rural schools were. So many physical things were lacking, at the Hemlock; but the children were eager to please and took pride in their work. They were like a little family helping each other. We prepared a large exhibit of our 3-R’s and 4-H work for the Sandy Creek Fair and to our surprise and joy we were awarded 1st prize ($25).

Mrs. Pratt and Mrs. Edith Hathaway, a veteran teacher, urged me to take it to the New York State Fair. I was afraid that was reaching too far, and I hated to have the children disappointed, but finally consented. To my amazement   we won another blue ribbon ($50). What fun we had spending our money. We bought much needed books and maps (for which the state duplicated our money), playground equipment, a water jug (no more pail and dipper), oil for our floor and material for the girls to make curtains for our windows. 

One eighth grade girl had never been out of town. What a thrill it was when I took her with a group of 4-H’ers to the Cornell Field Days at Ithaca. It was hard to know who was happier, she or I. And what a joy it was to get close to nature with the class outdoors wandering through nearby fields and woods to study the birds, flowers and the like. Of course, we took our lunch pails and with a little swopping, we had an instant picnic. 

It was even fun to get that big check of $72 at the end of the month, even though I had to snowshoe quite a distance in the winter to collect it. Before I had taught a single day, Mrs. Pratt said, “You may do as you please, but I think you will be happier if you spend one week’s salary each year on your job.” I found that to be true. It became such a habit that I neglected to ask for things which I am sure would have been bought by the district.

In March of my fourth year of teaching, a vacancy occurred in the 4th grade in Sandy Creek District 9 and I was asked to fill it. I spent the next 38 years hiking around the corner to the call of the same bell which had sounded for my early education. After 26 years in the 4th grade, I asked for 2nd and after 12 years there, while there was still a “good-taste” in my mouth and I still had life enough to get some fun out of living, I decided to retire.

I enjoyed seeing the school bus stop next door. It was fun to keep in touch through my little friends and the teachers who were my pupils not so many years ago. I take pride in knowing that I played a small part in the education of my doctor, my lawyer, my banker, and hundreds of others who sat in my classroom. Now, I like to go to retired teachers’ luncheons to see how everyone has grown old except me!

Mabel died January 4, 2005 at the age of 101.
The History Center is open Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
Charlene
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Mabel Carnrite with her “flower girl” at graduation.
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Historians’ Corner

April 13,  2012

Photo: Denver Miles served his country in World War II and was awarded Two Oak Leaf Clusters, the second “For meritorious achievement in aerial flight while participating in sustained operational activities against the enemy.”
Phyllis LeBeau, Caleb Snyder, Everett Miller, Al Johnston, Jim Allen and I spent the good part of a day at Woodlawn Cemetery documenting our veterans from all wars to be sure they had a flag holder for Memorial Day. It was a daunting job and we find we may need to go back to verify a veteran’s section and lot number. Some overgrown trees have damaged gravestones in the old section and the town is working with the Cemetery Association on tree and stump removal. 

Woodlawn Cemetery began in 1820 as a Presbyterian Burying Ground and by 1992 there were 5,000 documented burials. We have currently documented 400 veterans to date but the work is not yet done. We aim to have a completely documented and accurate listing of all buried there and the History Center and Cemetery Association are planning a walking tour this fall.

Barnard/North Road Cemetery has been our nemesis since I came to town years ago and apparently before that. Several organizations and community groups have cleaned this cemetery and recently Zack Lehman took on this project for his Eagle Scout Badge. Zack and his workers did the unthinkable and if you drive by and take a look you will see a “park-like” appearance to the grounds and small red flags marking gravestones. We are planning to have Artisan Engraving (Dave and Randy) work on this cemetery next spring, stand these gravestones back up and grass/myrtle or some other ground cover will be planted. 

Barnard/North Road Cemetery has 40 known burials. A list was done by Steven and Libby Tryon and Grace Viers in 1936 and in 1952 Mrs. Claude Taplin, Miss Nanette Hamer, Mrs. Philip Coble, Miss Nancy Taplin and Mrs. Anna Herriman compiled a census so any historical significance has been well documented. The gravestone of Jonathan Herriman’s, a Revolutionary War soldier, was broken, repaired and placed in his memory by his children and grandchildren at Woodlawn Cemetery and appropriately marked by the Rhadamant Chapter D. A. R. (Daughters of the American Revolution) Lucille Beach Lee proved her lineage to Jonathan and joined the D. A. R. under his service. The earliest recorded burial was 1809, so it predates Woodlawn Cemetery by several years and the last burial was made well before 1900 and it became “abandoned” and the property of the town in the mid 1930’s.

The History Center is open Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
Charlene
Charlene Cole
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April 20,  2012

Photo: Dexter and Simon Woodard 

Many of Dexter Woodard’s photographs of local people and the farming community will be featured in the upcoming farm book.
The war of 1812 was fought between the US and Great Britain from June 1812 to the spring of 1815.  The treaty of peace signed at Ghent on December 24, 1814 was ratified by President James Madison on February 17, 1815.
The British controlled the waters of eastern Lake Ontario thus preventing American ships from sailing out of the harbors. Towards the end of May 1814 they attempted a landing along the banks of Big Sandy. Our soldiers and some friendly Oneida’s concealed barges loaded with supplies for ships at Sackets Harbor. When the cannon in the British failed to fire the British were overpowered by our ambush and soon surrendered.  Many local residents fought in the War and/or carried the cable weighing over four tons to supply the ship at Sackets Harbo. Andrew Baker was one of those men.

Andrew Baker owned property on the Ridge Road adjacent to the Ira Noyes property. We learn about Andrew Baker in a letter written to the Sandy Creek News by J. H. Baker of Michigan… “I have taken a keen interest in the sketches in your paper. My grandfather, Andrew Baker bought a farm down the railroad three miles south of Sandy Creek. He cleared it of timber, sawed the materials and built his own home, as they did in those days.  One son was born to them William T. Baker. Andrew Baker’s wife died August 25, 1863 and in September 27, 1867, he passed on. My father William T. Baker continued to work the farm. He raised four boys and one girl; I am the only member of the family living. My sister, Mary by name, passed on when I was in the Civil War. My father sold the farm to Ira and Nathan Noyes. He with his family moved to Chaumont where he was ticket agent for a number of years. He moved to Watkins, NY, living there 4 years, then returning to Sandy Creek where he served as postmaster at Lacona for 23 years. He was also Justice of the Peace. He was known as Squire Baker. In 1904 he came to Detroit and made his home with me. He passed on March 19, 1905 aged 91 years. My mother Eliza C. Baker preceded him in death by 10 years.”

A couple of weeks ago I wrote a column on Nanette Hamer for Women’s History Month and got this response from Marie (Kent) Parsons. Nanette Hamer, My Mom’s Favorite ¾ Cousin “All right, how does one acquire a three-quarter cousin? Downright impossible one could say! Of course! But if you had a great-grandfather who married twice, to two full sisters, that might do it! That happened to Samuel Cross of the Town of Fowler, in St. Lawrence County, in the 1850’s, when his first wife, died and left him with three small children, including his oldest son, Palmer D. Cross.”Thanks Marie, good to hear from you!
The scanning workshop was held Tuesday, April 17th at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. We have extra workbooks, call or stop by on a Friday and pick one up.

The History Center is open Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
Charlene
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April 27, 2012

Photo: In 1990 these Junior VFW girls cleaned up Stevens Cemetery
Have you driven by Stevens Cemetery lately? Stevens/Poplar Tree Cemetery is located on Rt. 22/Orwell Road on a “hilltop” a few rods southeast of the Edwards Road. The earliest known burial there was made when the four year old child, Laura Porter died July 7, 1824. Lettie (Porter) Wart died February 26, 1932 and is probably the last person buried at this cemetery. 

In the spring of 1825, Ezra Stevens, while planting corn with a neighbor on the land now occupied by the Stevens Cemetery, said that when he died he wanted to be buried on that hill. Ezra Stevens died July 4, 1825, in the 77th year of his life and was the second to be buried in that cemetery, where many of the descendents of early settlers now rest.

The first settlers by the name of Stevens to come to this locality were Ezra Stevens and somewhat later Peter and Phoebe (Booth) Stevens all of whom came here from Connecticut. Ezra Stevens who was the son of Ezra Stevens, great-grandfather of Albert R. Stevens, settled in the community before 1816. His father remained in Connecticut, dying there at the age of 99 years.

This story of Ezra Stevens is told in a genealogy of the Stevens family. When he was between 80 and 90 years of age he was ill. A Presbyterian deacon, Hoyt, visited him, and in the course of the conversation said, “I trust you have made your peace with God.” To which the old man replied, “My peace with God? Why no. We have always been at peace. There has never been any trouble between Him and me.” 

Among the early settlers of this town on the Orwell Road were three brothers, Ashbel, Levi and Seth Porter; Henry and Floyd Stevens; and two Salisbury brothers, Ezra and Peter.
Artisan Engraving, Dave Shelmidine and Randy Muldovan, have been working on restoring this Stevens Cemetery to a respectable state. They are experts at what they do and we are pleased with the progress they are making.  
The History Center is open Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
Charlene
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May 4, 2012

Photo: This photo of the gravestone of Phineas Lilley (War of 1812 soldier) is typical of the stones remaining in Scripture Cemetery. A cemetery book containing photographs of the gravestones and a genealogy per each family is available at the History Center.
Among the pioneers who came to the Town of Sandy Creek in the first few years of its settlement was Phineas Lilley, who was of Scotch parentage. This record of the Lilley family begins with Abner Lilley, who was one of three brothers to come from Scotland to America. He settled in Cambridge, Connecticut, and March 8, 1777 married Sybil Hale, three children Olive, Phineas and Abner Jr., born to them. Abner Lilley Sr. was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and was killed near its close.

Phineas Lilley married Amy Sampson November 1, 1802 and several years afterward settled in the Town of Sandy Creek, near the banks of Deer Creek. He served during the War of 1812. By occupation he was a farmer and a carpenter and he was active in the Presbyterian Church which was organized here in 1817, the first church in town being built about ten years later. He was a resident of Sandy Creek in 1845 since his name appears on the census for that year.

Phineas Lilley had nine children: Cynthia, Abner, Levi, Oren, Dianthia, Alfred, Emily, Olive and Mary. 

Phineas Lilley died February 5, 1867 at the age of 87 years, 2 months and 7 days. His wife, Amy died February 16, 1846 at the age of 60 years and 8 months.
The History Center is open Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
Charlene
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May 14, 2012

Photo: Silas Lyman, fought in the War of 1812, 

55 Regiment (Allen’s) New York Militia

Francis Scott Key (1780-1843) was a respected young lawyer living in Georgetown. He made his home there from 1804 to around 1833 with his wife Mary and their six sons and five daughters. At the time, Georgetown was a thriving town of 5,000 people just a few miles from the Capitol, the White House, and the Federal buildings of Washington. 

During the War of 1812, Francis Scott Key boarded a British flagship, to help free Dr. Beanes who the British held prisoner, putting him on the front for the attack the British planned on Baltimore and Fort McHenry.  

At the star-shaped Fort McHenry, the commander, Maj. George Armistead, asked for a flag so big that "the British would have no trouble seeing it from a distance". Mary Young Pickersgill, was commissioned to make the huge flag to be flown over the fort. Mary and her thirteen year old daughter Caroline, made a flag that measured 30 by 42 feet and cost $405.90. 

At 7 a.m. on the morning of September 13, 1814, the British bombardment began, and the flag was ready to meet the enemy. The bombardment continued for 25 hours, the British firing 1,500 bombshells that weighed as much as 220 pounds and carried lighted fuses that would supposedly cause it to explode when it reached its target. But they weren't very dependable and often blew up in mid air. From special small boats the British fired rockets that traced wobbly arcs of red flame across the sky. The Americans had sunk 22 vessels so a close approach by the British was not possible. That evening the cannonading stopped, but at about 1 a.m. on the 14th, the British fleet roared to life, lighting the rainy night sky with fireworks. 

Key watched the battle with apprehension, knowing that as long as the shelling continued, Fort McHenry had not surrendered. But, long before daylight there came a sudden and mysterious silence. Key did not know that the British land assault on Baltimore as well as the naval attack had been abandoned. Judging Baltimore as being too costly a prize, the British officers ordered a retreat. 

Waiting in the predawn darkness, Key waited for the sight that would end his anxiety and be proof that the fort was still there; the joyous sight of Gen. Armistead’s great flag blowing in the breeze. When at last daylight came, the flag was still there! 

Being an amateur poet and having been so uniquely inspired, Key began to write on the back of a letter he had in his pocket. Sailing back to Baltimore he composed more lines and in his lodgings at the Indian Queen Hotel he finished the poem. Judge J. H. Nicholson, his brother-in-law, took it to a printer and copies were circulated around Baltimore under the title "Defence of Fort M'Henry".

Francis Scott Key was a witness to the last enemy fire to fall on Fort McHenry. The Fort was designed by a Frenchman named Jean Foncin and was named for then Secretary of war James McHenry. Fort McHenry holds the unique designation of national monument and historic shrine.
DEFENCE OF FORT M'HENRY
Francis Scott Key & Larry Hosford
 

Oh! Say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh! Say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave?       

The History Center is open Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or 695-2820 or e-mailing me at schistorian@frontiernet.net  
Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian [image: image26.jpg]



Historians’ Corner

May 18, 2012

Photo: Rail City: The End of an Era: The Museum Closes for Good
In 1955, Syracuse physician Stanley A. Groman opened the first steam operating railroad museum in the USA.  Located in Sandy Creek, NY, for Rail City Museum he amassed a collection of 16 steam locomotives and over 50 pieces of rolling stock.  The museum operated for 20 years before closing in 1974.

In 1991 I discovered my father's negatives taken while constructing Rail City.  He was an avid photographer and always had a large format B&W camera, Slide Camera and 16mm movie camera.  I built a darkroom in my cellar and spent over 12 years developing thousand of negatives and slides into prints (now much of it can still be accomplished digitally).  I then researched all of the photographs going back to all of the original locations.  Word spread of my project and I was invited to give presentations on Rail City to railroad associations across the northeast.  At one a suggestion was raised to create a museum of a museum and place these photographs in the former Deer River Station dismantled and reassembled on the site of Rail City in 1954.  

I liked the sound of that and at the peak of my career as a healthcare administrator, jumped in.  Single-handedly I restored the railroad station, went back to the darkroom and developed 11 x 14 inch prints (originally 8 x 10), built my own displays, and opened the museum in 1997.  I was pleased with the response and interest but after retiring decided to open it only by appointment to reduce the overhead expense.

This summer I plan to dismantle the museum.  Before I do, you should plan a visit.  You will be amazed at what Dr. Groman accomplished as well as a legacy he established by saving equipment that is now in museums across the US and Canada.  Quite simply, I don't know how he did it!  It was overwhelming and costly project.  While researching Rail City, I met with Robert Richardson, the founder of the prestigious Colorado Railroad Museum in Golden, CO.  At the time he was the only man to ever be portrayed on the cover of TRAINS magazine.  He stated that over the years many individuals saw what he attempting to accomplish (in Colorado) in the early 1950's and decided to try to build a railroad museum.  Few could pulled it off.  But your father was the exception building the first one in the US and saving a score of historic railroad equipment in the process.  An amazing accomplishment!

Although I could show you many albums and photographs, seeing them all in the musty old Deer River Station on the former site of Rail City is quite an experience.  This summer I'm inviting friends to see it for the last time before it is dismantled.  And many question my decision offering scores of suggestions to keep it going as it is so unique but my decision is final.  I'm extending the same invitation to you due to your historical interest in Central New York.  Attached is an article on the museum published in TRAINS Magazine.  Currently, I am working on a book on Rail City and I'm about 75 percent through with the project and still finding more photographs..

I will be moving to Sandy Creek for the summer next week but can be reached at this email address or at 315-635-6250 (Baldwinsville) or 315-387-5720 (Sandy Creek) after next Wednesday.  

Regards,

Bob

www.railcitymuseum.com
Memorial Day, Monday, May 28th, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service. During the month of May my thoughts always go to our veterans and the sacrifice they have made for our freedom. Please take a moment to thank a veteran for their service to this country. Phyllis and I took on the task of documenting all the veterans buried in Woodlawn for this special holiday. There are over 400 and we gave this work over to Al Johnston so when the flags and flag holders are set out they will be put on these veterans graves. Thank you Phyllis!
This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 

Charlene 

Charlene Cole
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Historians’ Corner

June 1, 2012

Photo: Recognize this building? Lacona Gas & Supply owned by Gene Reynolds, later J & R Diner and today Artie’s Diner, Park Street, Lacona
Toward the end of May 1814, the British attempted a landing along the banks of Big Sandy Creek. Apparently forearmed with knowledge of the impending attack, our soldiers and some friendly Oneida Indians concealed barges loaded with supplies for ships at Sackets Harbor, in the willows along the stream. When the cannon in the British lead boat failed to fire, the British were overpowered by our ambush and soon waved a white flag of surrender.

May 1814: At Sackets Harbor the Americans were building a new warship called The Superior that could carry 500 men. This area was thriving due to wartime activities, but the British controlled the waters. In an attempt to transport supplies from Oswego to Sackets Harbor via Lake Ontario, the Americans were forced inland by the threat of British attack. This meant that the Superior’s anchor chain, a huge cable eight inches in diameter, six hundred feet long and weighing over four tons, had to be carried in some other way. This presented a major problem since it was too heavy to be carried by carts alone. It was decided that 200 of the strongest men would carry the rope on their shoulders. They lined up according to height and marched behind the oxen-drawn cart. Even though they carried in relays, many dropped along the way from exhaustion. And although the rope was made from hemp, many men bore scars on their shoulders for the rest of their lives. This procession must have looked like a slow-moving centipede. In the three days it took to travel the twenty miles to Sackets Harbor, the men’s luck held out when they were able to avoid a British contingent which had come ashore. On their arrival at Sackets Harbor the brave volunteers were greeted by waving flags, fife and drum corps, townspeople and militiamen grateful for the supplies to carry on their battle.

These local men helped carry the cable (rope) to Sackets Harbor: Charles Alton, Jabez Baldwin,Edmund Barnard, Daniel Bealls, Asa Carpenter, Fred Canough, Daniel Caulkins, Roswell Davis, Christopher Edmonds, Harmonius Ehle, Benjamin Grenell, Nicholas P. Gurley, Samuel Goodrich, Cyrus Hall, Charles Hollister, Chester Howard, Ebenezer Howe, John Hughes, Henry Knapp, Silas Lyman, Horace McKee, Issac Mosier, Moses Morey, Captain John Otis, Henry Shaver, Jonathan Snyder, Truman Steele, William Streeter, Joel Thomas, Caleb Tifft, John Tuttle, Jacob Widrig, Benjamin Weser, Christopher Wodell. Many of these men appear in the upcoming Farm Book. 
The Town of Boylston’s two early pioneers, John Wart and Michael Sweetman turned out in arms for the defense of Sackets Harbor; so it truly can be said that the whole adult population of Boylston served as soldiers in the War of 1812.

Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 

Charlene 
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June 8, 2012

Photo: “Working in the Fields” Woodard Collection-Glass Plate Negatives
I recently sent pages from the Farm Book to families to correct or make additions to with a deadline of June 14th. The book is set to go to the printers June 18th and will be ready for sale by July 1st. It has been a long process of documenting, researching and editing but I feel I am ready to publish. We, Rita Rombach, and I have worked hard to contact and get information from any and all interested in being a part of this project. The farms not in this book are unknown to us or have not sent information in. We are proud of the book and hope readers will be happy with the results. 
Woodlawn Cemetery news: Work continues at the cemetery; stumps have been removed in one case uncovering a gravestone, the “out house” has been torn down, the back fence has been fixed thanks to the donation of Jack and Edie Castor and Heather and Greg Harmych, and the many others who assist in cleaning including Andy Zahler, Everett Miller, Ryan Avila, Angie Elmore and Nancy Stevenson. Al Johnston and the local boy scouts have place many new flag holders and new flags on the stones of veterans aided by the work of Phyllis LeBeau. Margaret Kastler continues her yearly work of planting flowers at all the cemeteries aided by Mike Kastler and the road crew.  We thank all of you!

If I have left anyone out please know it is not intentional and also know how much you are appreciated for your time and efforts in keeping our cemeteries looking great and honoring our dead families. 

It has come to my attention that some of us may have attachments to our Home Owners Insurance that would fix broken or damaged gravestones. I’m sorry I do not know more than that but check you policy or call you agent for more details. 

Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 

Charlene 
Charlene Cole
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Historians’ Corner

June 15, 2012

Photo: Ice Cream Shop “The Place To Be!”
This shop was the original barber shop of Gib Roberts, later a series of beauty shops owned by Marie Ferreira, Ruth Payne, Jerry Presley and still later Mr. Bill’s (Harbottle) on North Main Street, Sandy Creek. The building was located next door to the Corner Drug Store and just south of Sancona. There was a narrow drive way between the two buildings. 

I talked to Jim Turo who bought the building in 1983 and leased it out to Phil and Marilyn Kline and then Pat Miller. This picture probably dates from shortly after Jim bought the building and is Mulligan’s Ice Cream and Sandwich Shop. The Corner Drug Store to the left of this building was also bought by Jim and was razed in 1989 and the following year this building was torn down. 

Years earlier the barber, Gib Roberts had his barber shop here and lived in the apartment above the shop. His father was Henry Roberts who was born a slave, gained liberty before the Civil War and served in U. S. Colored Troops, Company F, 29th Connecticut Volunteers who also lived in Sandy Creek. 

The 155th Oswego County Fair is June 30 to July 4th. We will again have a display at Heritage Hall. The theme is “Happy Birthday America!” (236 years)
The Farming in Sandy Creek and Boylston book will be available for sale by July 1st. It has been a long process of documenting, researching and editing but I feel I am ready to publish. We, Rita Rombach, and I have worked hard to contact and get information from any and all interested in being a part of this project. The farms not in this book are unknown to us or have not sent information in. We are proud of the book, our proof readers love it and we hope readers will be happy with the results. 
Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 

Charlene
Charlene Cole
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June 22, 2012

Photo: Cows at the Elms
June 11 the History Center took local history to the 4th grade at Sandy Creek School. Phyllis LeBeau, Joyce Miles and I spent weeks getting ready with an interesting and informative program. We discussed the historians’ job description and the work of the History Center in preserving and collecting local history materials.

While we were on the perimeter of the War of 1812 we had veterans and Cable Carriers; Sandy Pond, once know as Wigwam Cove by the Indians, the home of Hermit George Best and the Sea Monster Museum on Green Point owned by Captain Lindsey Greene; local one room school history and we showed before and after photographs of local businesses and industries from the town history archives. 

We brought the cannon ball and showed its provenance to the War of 1812 and  explained how the cable carriers bivouaced on their way to Sackets Harbor and showed an example of what the rope would have looked like that was carried by 200 men to supply the warship Superior and a replica of the war ship Superior; the Indian arrowhead found at Sandy Pond was a good example of an artifact; we brought a one room school chalk board, bell and early school books that were used in Mrs. Carnrite’s one room school classes and described an average day at school of her students; and finally we left each student with a packet containing information on all of the above including local history booklets and a town history flyer. Each year we teach new words and this year the students learned: provenance: place of origin; artifact: an object produced by human workmanship, a tool, weapon or ornament of archeological or historic interest; bivouac: temporary, open air encampment; and replica: a copy. It was a fun day and the highlight of my job as historian.

The farm book has gone to the printers and we are excited about the finished product; 209 pages of farm history and photographs and two long years of research. The proof readers were pleased with the book and a cover has been chosen. We are ready! The book goes on sale on July 1st.

See you at the County Fair!

Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 

Charlene
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June 29, 2012

The White House Historical Association/White House History

When Henrietta Nesbitt (1874-1963) first saw the White House on March 4, 1933, she remarked that it resembled “a big wedding cake.” The day was Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s first inauguration as president. The following day Nesbitt became the housekeeper at the White House. Although Mrs. Nesbitt, who was fifty-nine, had never worked as a professional housekeeper before, she was undaunted by the challenge. Mrs. Nesbitt spent more than a dozen years managing the nation’s busiest household during the trying times of the Great Depression and World War II. 

Henrietta and her husband, Henry F. Nesbitt, had been neighbors of the Roosevelts in Hyde Park, New York. Eleanor Roosevelt and Nesbitt met through the formation of a local chapter of the League of Women Voters. Mrs. Roosevelt, heavily involved in her husband’s campaign for governor of New York, asked Nesbitt to make baked goods for the Roosevelt’s growing social functions at Hyde Park. When Franklin Roosevelt was elected to the White House in 1932, Mrs. Roosevelt asked both Nesbitts to work for them in the White House. Henry Nesbitt tracked the household accounts as chief steward. After Henry Nesbitt’s death in 1938, Mrs. Nesbitt took over these duties with the help of an assistant. 

Mrs. Nesbitt proved to be an indefatigable worker and her position involved not only care of the house, but oversight of the servants, meal planning, and the purchase of supplies from her command post on the ground floor of the historic residence. 


Nesbitt became a minor celebrity through her position and gave newspaper interviews about her menus. She also appeared on a radio program with other White House staffers to discuss the running of the presidential mansion. Her plain home-style meals were never widely appreciated at the White House. Mrs. Nesbitt was aware that her menus were being discussed in the national news, but she excused it by saying that the president was stressed over world events. She also staunchly defended her uninspired menus by saying that the White House had to following rationing rules the same as everyone else. Eleanor Roosevelt ignored all criticism and remained loyal to Nesbitt. They both felt that the White House should be a model of food conservation efforts on the Home Front. 

After leaving the White House, Mrs. Nesbitt wrote two books; White House Diary published in 1948 followed by The Presidential Cookbook: Feeding the Roosevelts and Their Guests in 1951. The diary is a chatty commentary of the dignitaries and heads of state that visited during her time there and provides an important glimpse of life behind the scenes at the Roosevelt White House. 

In the White House Diary, Chapter 15, on pages 203 and 204 she talks about President Jackson’s Big Cheese: “When Andrew Jackson moved into the White House, following President Adams, he reported finding the East Room in a mess, and the furniture infested with every variety of bug, having been used for dozing by constituents waiting to see the President. One holiday season soon after someone sent him a fourteen-hundred-pound cheese four feet across, and he had it set up in the East Room and cut there at a reception. I could have told “Old Hickory” that the best-brought-up people spill at receptions and trample what they spill, and naturally the Presidential cheese got trampled into the carpets and they say the smell didn’t come out for months. I’ve always held President Jackson’s cheese responsible for attracting the grand-ancestors of many of our White House pests.”
See you at the County Fair!  
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July 6, 2012

Photo: Don Ridgeway

“Farming in the Towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston” The long awaited farm book is ready for sale and is getting good reviews. The books debut was at the Oswego County Fair and will be available at the History Center after the fair.
The compilation documents early families, early farms and businesses associated with the farming community within the boundaries of the Town of Sandy Creek and Town of Boylston. Research began with the early migration of settlers using records including census, tax rolls, and local history books.

While the deed search was an important part of the research for this farm book other resources shed light on farming in Sandy Creek and Boylston. One such resource is the Agricultural Census record (1850 to 1880). The Agricultural censuses, is a supplement to the more well-known population census reports, grouping people first by state, then county and township. This census can fill the gap for missing land or tax documents and point researchers toward related resources like deeds, mortgages and probate records. 

The 1850 census included the name of the owner/renter, the value of the farm’s equipment and machinery, an inventory of the livestock, crops produces that year and the total value of the farm. By 1880, costs associated with such things as construction of new buildings, repairing fences and wages paid to laborers was added. However, not every farm was counted. In 1850, farms producing less than $100 worth of products were excluded. The cut-off in 1880 was farms of less than three acres and/or $500 worth of products. 

Agricultural censuses were also conducted in 1890, 1900 and 1910. The 1890 records were destroyed by fire along with the population census of that year. Those taken in 1900 and 1910 were destroyed by Congressional order.

We dedicated this book to the memory of Don Ridgeway.   Don spent his entire life in the town of Sandy Creek, living most of his life on the family farm. Farming was Don’s life. He continued to farm until his retirement in 2004.    During his farming life, Don assisted many other area farmers, helping do their chores and crops in such emergencies as family deaths or illness. He had well over 100 teenagers and young men work for him over the years and he tried to instill the work ethic that he had into each and every one of them.  Don died on February 29, 2012.
Know someone who might like to read these columns? I have compiled columns in newsletter format that can be picked up at the town hall. 

Have you driven by Stevens Cemetery (Orwell Road) lately? Artisan Engraving is repairing and properly setting gravestones that have fallen. They are doing a great job and bringing dignity back to our cemeteries. Work is being done in Noyes Cemetery also and next spring work begins at Barnard/North Road. Eagle Scout, Zack Lehman has cleaned it up and removed brush and Mike Kastler and his men are keeping it clear so work can begin spring 2013.  
Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 

schistorian@frontiernet.net

Charlene
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July 13, 2012

Photo: The Red Brick House Lacona, North Ridge Road (Rt. 22) was at one time the Blount Farm – “Crownhurst Dairy” delivering milk locally and was built in 1824 for Barnabas Monroe
Lacona News Item – January 28, 1892 – Sandy Creek News – “Last Thursday evening about six o’clock fire was discovered in the roof of the Hagen brick tenant house just north of Lacona and occupied by David Hogan. The fire is supposed to have caught from a defective chimney which burned out in the afternoon.

The Lacona Fire Department responded promptly to the alarm and with the aid of citizens put out the fire, after burning of the roof and part of the second story. The walls are left standing. Great credit is due to the Lacona Fire Department, Chief Lownsbury, and the citizens who aided them, for the efficient service rendered. 

The property was insured in the Agricultural Insurance Company, of Watertown for $800. The damage was apprized by Dr. Bulkley and S. H. Barlow at $312. Dr. Bulkley represented the Hagen estate and Mr. Barlow the company. 

The house is said to have been built sixty-eight years ago (1824) for Barney Monroe, Sr., a tanner. The bricks were made by James Rogers on the Howe Farm.”
The James Hagen family lived at the corner of North Ridge Road and the Hagan Road – later the Chamberlain farm (1892) and later the Harry Redden farm. The son of James was John who lived on the North Ridge Road – later the Volney and Ethel (Hagan) Balch farm, later owned by Ralph Downey.  John was the father of Ethel, Ruth, Sam, John Jr. and James Hagan who was living in the brick house and running the farm, 1916-1917.  Charlotte Hagan, sister to John Sr. married Tad Harding; the property came into her possession and she sold it to George R. Blount.
The “Farming in the Towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston” books can be picked up at the Town Hall.

Know someone who might like to read these columns? I have compiled columns in newsletter format that can be picked up at the town hall. 

Sandy Creek/Lacona Veterans book 1960-current, the last in a series of Sandy Creek Military books, is being compiled. The research on this book has been difficult because I do not know who to contact. I am researching and gathering information for the book, so if you have a veteran who fits this time frame and wants to be in the book, please contact me. 

Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 

schistorian@frontiernet.net

Charlene
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July 20, 2012

Photo: Deep Sea Monster

The poster reads: Deep Sea Monster; 45 feet long; weight 15 tons; Largest Fish in the World on board Captain Lin G. Greene’s Pirate Ship

An old time salt water Schooner which has battled Atlantic Gales; been sunken by tropical hurricanes and by collision in fog and stands a living tribute to the old days when men were iron and ships were wood. 

Carrying the strangest cargo ever brought to these waters; two decks loaded with curious and hideous creatures from the ocean depths.

Rare relics of pirate days; Black Beard’s Cannon, the cabin of Capt. Kidd showing the most famous pirate breathing his last surrounded by actual guns and cutlasses, coat of mail, etc. used by him.

Together with over 500 sea curiosities; we forfeit $1,000 if we fail to prove the reality of our sea monster by the New York State Aquarium.

This is a South Florida Educational Exhibit; Hours: 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. Standard Time or 10 A.M. to 10 P.M. Daylight Savings Time

Exhibition includes Deadly Octopus measuring 18 feet across arms; Giant Japanese Crab measuring 12 feet across; 2 Mermaids; 15 Man-eating Sharks; 2 headed Market fish; Porcupine Fish; Lantern Fish; Sea Horses; Sting Rays; 16 foot Saw Fish; 750 pound Manatee or Sea Cow - living in the water but eats grass and weeds off shore; giant Sun Fish weighing 900 pounds and hundreds of others, forming the greatest exhibition of its kind.

Nothing like it afloat or ashore!
Captain Lin Greene became interested in going in the winter to Florida where he eventually gathered a collection of marine curiosities from all parts of the world. Although Greene was only 52 when he died, he had five boats, the first being the “At a Boy.” Then Greene recalls the “Zealand” which he bought while they were enroute south one winter when he saw it tied up in Virginia. The “Tamiami” with the “big fish” and a built in museum was his next acquisition. During the summer he bought the “Sea Scamp” and after that he put his museum on a railroad car and the family toured the country with it, going as far west of the Mississippi for two years, but discovered that people in that area had little interest in fish. His last boat was the big schooner the “Eugia” which he renamed the “Pirate Ship” and was tied up at Oswego for a time. 

Many people viewed the Marine Collection when his yacht was anchored at Port Ontario and Renshaw Bay during the summer of 1928-1929. A building was erected at Greene Point to house the collection but after five years the collection was sold and the building was converted into four cottages. Three single cabins and a double cottage were purchased and moved to the Point from the B. D. Williams farm on North Main Street, Sandy Creek, to supply the growing demand for rental cottages.

Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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Historians Corner
August 3, 2012
HOLLIS FARMS PURE BRED HOLSTEINS CATTLE

AN “ORMSBY BULL, KING KORNDUKE ORMSBY BURKE  Herd under Federal Supervision
In 1805, Joshua Hollis of Colerain, Massachusetts decided to follow his friends advice and “go west to greener pastures.”  He and his wife, the former Betsey Adams (cousin of President Adams) took their family by ox cart through the wilderness of northern New York, passing through Redfield and settling in the Town of Orwell in Oswego County. They had seven children; one son John Adams Hollis married Ann Tuttle.  John and Ann’s oldest son, William, was killed at Bull Run, in the Civil War.  The second son, John Joshua, who also was in the Civil War, married Annette Howlett after he returned from the war and started farming with his father on the family farm in Orwell.

It wasn’t until 1875, two generation after arriving in Orwell, that grandson John Joshua Hollis, aged 34, convinced his father that their family farm would not support the three families living there and he and his father moved to the township of Sandy Creek, purchasing a farm of 216 acres about one half mile east of Lacona, at the foot of Wheat Hill, on the Boylston Road, for twelve thousand dollars (deed recorded August 28, 1875). They had 30 cows and at this writing the farm remains in the family.

The present house is known to have been built in three parts. First the main section, a Greek Revival farmhouse of the 1840’s.  Two fireplaces once flanked the wide central hallway and there is an ash planked floor in the oldest part of the house which is now the living room.  A second addition, and the third a former cheese factory, moved to the site soon after 1875, forms the long back rear addition.  This addition was use for cheese making and what was called the summer kitchen, where all the baking and canning was done to keep the heat from the main house.  A long back porch ran the length, making a wonder full place for little people like me, to run up and down while not “being in the way” when  once a week my grandmother would fry donuts, and a good place to wait for the donut holes.  Some were cinnamon and other were powered sugar.

John Joshua and Annette Hollis had three sons:  LeRoy, Deforest and Star.  LeRoy and Star became doctors, while Deforest chose farming. John Adams and John Joshua Hollis farmed the land together from August 21, 1875 until John Adams and Ann moved to Sandy Creek.  

DeForest married Angie Widrig in 1894 and had three children Lawrence, 

Louise and  DeForest Jr.; all born in the present farmhouse.

By 1916 John Joshua and son Deforest were farming the land together.  John Joshua and Annette moved to Lacona and now DeForest and son Lawrence were farming the land together, until DeForest’s death, January 13, 1938.  

After Deforest’s death the farm was sold to daughter Louise and her husband Harvey Robbins and three children: Jean, Hollis and Stanley.  Stanley and wife Anita with their three children Lyle, Linda and Paul, also lived there in the back part of the double house.  Lyle and wife Martha purchased the farm from Grandmother Louise Hollis Robbins, June 1, 1987.  Lyle and Martha made 6 generations and with son Ryan the 7th generations at the Hollis farm.  Lyle and Martha raised fallow deer for number of years  

The land is still an active farm. The large barn is still standing and looking much the same as it always has been.  A beautiful brick smoke house close to 100 years old was standing, until recently on the side lawn surrounded by “the lady of the house” flower garden, was used to smoke meat for winter meals.  Corn cobs were used to provide the smoke, while hams hung inside.   “Husking Bees” were part of farming in those days.  Party merriment and laughter could be heard from the barn while neighbors and friends pulled the husks from the corn cobs.

A large maple sugar bush at the back of the property supplied sap for maple syrup.  Black berry bushes supplied quarts of berries to be canned for pies and jam year round.  Little Sandy Creek runs through the length of the farm on its way from Boylston to Sandy Pond supplying trout and other fish. Us cousins had a swimming hole in the creek and after a hot day of “haying it” would cool down with a swim.  Natural gas wells from the farm were used for lights and heat. Gas pipes ran under the road sides to the village for heat and lighting there.
Charlene Cole
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Historians’ Corner

August 10, 2012

Photo: Historian Cole, Angel and Phyllis 

Angel Ann Peter, a student at Sandy Creek and granddaughter of Phyllis LeBeau, came in to see what we do at the History Center last week. She worked on her family history and learned how to research from the files and on the computer. It was fun for her and we enjoyed her visit.

Pulaski/Sandy Creek Senior Nutrition came for a visit with Judy Parker to see what the History Center had available for researchers and look at local artifacts. It was a great visit.

A Walking Guide to Woodlawn Cemetery is being printed and tour guides will be available September 1st but the guide is designed for people to walk through and see the progress that has been made to preserve this cemetery while learning local history. Woodlawn Cemetery began in 1820 as a Presbyterian Burying Ground.

The existing grave markers in Woodlawn Cemetery read like a Who’s Who in Sandy Creek/Lacona history showcasing the contributions of many people who came before us and contributed to the prosperity and growth of our town.

Cemeteries have been compared to open-air museums. Accordingly, an observant stroll through a graveyard provides information on past families, communities, and belief systems. This brochure will highlight the lives of our citizens through gravestones. This cemetery is the resting place of over 400 brave men who served their country in war. Please be respectful during your visit and take only photographs, not rubbings (which damage fragile inscriptions).

 September 1st is the same day Union Cemetery Association has planned a CBBQ, the proceeds to benefit Woodlawn Cemetery.  Contact Jim Allen for further information, 387-3691.

Charlene Cole
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August 18, 2012

Photo: Maurice S. and Flora Prescott

Maurice Sheldon Prescott was the son of Homer Albert and Helen (Wadsworth) Prescott, born in Hastings, Oswego County, New York on December 24, 1892, and the youngest of three children. In 1903 Homer and Helen bought a farm on South Ridge Road attracted here by the famous Holstein-Friesian cattle then being bred by Henry Stevens at his farm on the Orwell Road. Maurice arrived in Sandy Creek with his father and brother after a two day trip driving the stock to their new home.

Flora (Stone) Prescott was the daughter of George William and Flora Elizabeth Stone and was born on Lake Street, Sandy Creek, December 9, 1891. Her father operated a local meat market in partnership with Melvin Herriman. Her grandfather Beatson Stone was a Civil War Soldier (Company B NY 94th Inf. Reg. 1861-1865) and lived on the farm at the intersection of Skinner and Wood Road. 

Both Flora and Maurice graduated from Sandy Creek High School in 1910. Flora taught one year in the Hagen District School and attended Syracuse University in 1912. The couple married in 1913. Their first home was the apartment above the E. M. Hastings office in Lacona, (this building was later the Blount Lumber Company Office) they lived for a time in Syracuse and then settled on East First Street in Sandy Creek. The couple was very active in this community and Maurice served as Mayor of Lacona in 1917 and editor of the Holstein-Friesian World which was printed by the Corse Press and had a large circulation that was considered one of the best publications of its kind in the United States. 
1867 marked the first introduction of pure-bred Holstein-Friesian cattle into this township and in fact one of the first in the United States. Henry Stevens & Sons Brookside herd won more prizes for high production than any other herd. Breeders from all over the world came to the Stevens herd in search of foundation animals. Sandy Creek’s early prominence as a Holstein center resulted in the development of the Corse Press as the leading Holstein printing establishment of the United States and was really responsible for the location of the Holstein-Friesian World in Sandy Creek.

 A Walking Guide to Woodlawn Cemetery is being printed and tour guides will be available September 1st from noon until 2pm. Local people, Rae Allen and the girl scouts will guide visitors through the cemetery to see the progress that has been made to preserve this cemetery while learning local history and the community leaders who contributed to the growth of our town. Tour guides (brochures) will be available at the Town Hall, the village offices and the Ainsworth Library. A map is included and the guide is easy to follow. Call my office if you have questions, 387-5456x7

 September 1st is the same day Union Cemetery Association has planned a CBBQ, the proceeds to benefit Woodlawn Cemetery.  Contact Jim Allen for further information or to order your chicken. 387-3691.

Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 
schistorian@frontiernet.net
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August 24, 2012
A “Walking Tour” is scheduled at Woodlawn Cemetery on Saturday, September 1st to coincide with the Union Cemetery Association Chicken BBQ. The tour will highlight the people who lived and worked in Sandy Creek, many contributing to the history of this town. This tour will bring attention to the work that is being done and still needs to be done to restore the cemetery and honor our dead. After that date copies of the tour brochures will be left at the town hall, village hall and Ainsworth Library. The brochure includes a map and is easy for the user to follow as they walk through the cemetery. Rae Allen and Girl Scouts Troops and Leaders from Troop 83 and 798 will join us on Saturday and give information about the person whose grave they are standing near. Please join us.

Some people who are on the tour are: Nathan Salisbury owner the Salisbury House; Rev. Jacob Hadley who kept Sandy Creek early marriage records starting in 1827; William Howlett, Builder/Contractor; several Revolutionary War Soldiers; two freed black slaves who served in the Civil War; a local doctor who survived an assassination attempt; the murder of a bank official; a family removed from the Pine Camp area during WWII and much more. 
Office Hours : Fridays 9am to 4pm 
schistorian@frontiernet.net

Charlene Cole
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September 7, 2012

Photo: A 1940/1950’s photo of the Elms Club House

Fred A. Montanye was a man who promoted land sales, developed three resorts, a Sandy Creek businessman as well as one who had various interests in Florida. He was born in Cortland in 1870 and was brought up in Syracuse for his first nineteen years. According to his self-written obituary, he graduated from Manlius Military School as ‘Head Boy’ with a gold medal, its highest honor. Fred Montanye appeared rather unexpectedly on the local scene in 1909. His own account of the reason he chose Sandy Creek as his home instead of New York City is most interesting. While a dinner guest in St. Louis, Mo., he expressed a desire to own property where he could hunt and fish. One guest recommended a farm in the town of Sandy Creek, which had the advantage of several hundred feet of shoreline on Sandy Pond. The guest had considered purchasing this farm as his wife had come from Sandy Creek. For some reason he was unable to do so, so he was telling Mr. Montanye of this opportunity. As he was familiar with upstate New York, F. A. Montanye set out to become the owner of most of what became the Elms and Rail City. He built a house north of the farmhouse and positioned it so he could see the Pond.

In May 1915, Montanye saw a rowboat in trouble on the Pond, and using his rowboat, he rescued Dr. and Mrs. Ferris North of Binghamton. A month later he sold Mr. and Mrs. North the first cottage lot at the Elms and ‘Boulder Lodge’ was built that same year. Clifford Harris, Mrs. North’s brother-in-law, bought adjoining lots the following year, but he never built on these lots. Dr. William Taylor, Chairman of the Mathematics Department, College of Engineering, Syracuse University, bought a lot south of the Montanye home around 1917. The summer of 1919, Dr. Taylor bought the farm, later Rail City. In 1917 Mr. Montanye sold his property north of the North property to Mr. Ruben T. Chipman who began to develop the Elms. He disposed of the remaining lots throughout the years, the last one in the 1950s. In 1919, he bought land farther north of the Lake, known as Montario Point, where he built a new home for himself and wives. 

Fred Montanye was one of the early ones to seek a warmer climate in Florida as well as to travel extensively. In 1920, while wintering in Rye, Florida, he sent a spray of lemons growing wild on his property to be exhibited in Shaul’s Drug Store.

As owner of the Barlow Lumber Company, Sandy Creek, Fred Montanye was responsible for building many cottages along the shores of the Pond. At the same time, he was developing Montario Point.

A social note in the paper, June 22, “Fred Montanye and friends installed a motor radio machine. Last evening quite a number of privileged to hear messages coming through the air from Pittsburg, Buffalo, Newark and elsewhere. Solos came in from Pittsburgh so clear that the words were transmitted as well as the harmony.”

In 1925, Montario Point fully developed; Fred Montanye acquired that property which is known as Rainbow Shores, 400 acres for $4600. To quote, “while standing upon a high bluff in front of the Tryon farmhouse, Montanye, like Robinson Crusoe, can say, “I am monarch of all I survey.” Two years later he was building a club house, hotel, tennis courts and a golf course.

He continued his local business interests along with his real estate projects and announced in the News 1926 that he is the “local representative of the Kelvinator Iceless Refrigerator and soon will have one installed in his office for demonstration. He will be glad to show it to anyone who is interested without any obligation.” He served as President of the Sandy Creek Fair 1918-1922, as well as Justice of the Peace for a time.

The Great Depression caused Rainbow Shores to petition for bankruptcy on December 1, 1931. The following March a settlement was reached and half was sold to Mrs. Montanye, re-organization followed and Rainbow Shores reopened the summer of 1932, but it never developed as expected. The golf club was no more and the Chipman’s later purchased the equipment for the Elms course. Mr. Montanye died at his home at Montario Point in December 1951.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

September 14, 2012

Photo: Violet Carkey, Rae Allen, Jamie Russell, Emily Kampff and Amanda Carkey

We had a beautiful, breezy, warm day for the Woodlawn Cemetery Walking Tour. This tour was designed to include history while giving people a look at the work that has been accomplished to revitalize the cemetery. A guide to the cemetery walking tour can be picked up at the town hall, the village clerk’s office and the Ainsworth Library. A special thanks to Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Nancy and Jim for their help and support and to Ace Hardware for donating paint sticks to support the historical signage used by the volunteers.

Rae Allen and several girls from troops  #83 and #798 came to help out. 

Violet chose to stand by and talk about the Zahler family. Gottlieb Zahler (1890-1976)  Ida Zahler (1892-1979)This family was evicted from Pine Camp in 1941 (WW II) to expand the military base which is today known as Fort Drum. Donald Zahler WW II (1924-1944)  “In Memory” and was buried Ardennes American Cemetery and Memorial, Neuprce, Belgium. Rae was by Tracy Killam’s gravestone and talked about his work as photographer and community leader. Jamie chose Mertice A. White who was the first woman from the town to join Auxiliary Forces. General Douglas MacArthur called the WACs "my best soldiers", adding that they worked harder, complained less, and were better disciplined than men. Emily stood by and talked about William E. Howlett who was a builder of many of the houses with the big pillars and she lives in one of the houses he built. Amanda represented the Salisbury family which was quite a task because the family is buried throughout the cemetery. All members of this family were early businessmen in the town and served their country from the Civil War through current times.  Franklin Street was named after Benjamin Franklin Salisbury and Salisbury Street was named after this family. Moreau  Salisbury - Civil War Vet- 

was wounded at the Battle of Antietam. A bullet went through his ankle and  left him with a painful limp; his Civil War boots are in the History Center archives.  

Work begins on the editing and research for the last military book in the series of books on our local veterans. We began with the Revolutionary War veterans who came to call Sandy Creek home and have covered every war since then and this book will cover men and women who served from 1960 to current times. Many soldiers sent in a completed form months ago but if you are unsure or want a form call my office and I can mail one to you. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here. This will be the final book in the series.

Charlene

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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September 21, 2012

Photo: Today the office of McClusky’s Law Firm this house was the home of Civil War Major William Ferguson, local dentist Dr. Daniel Lewis and still later the office of Attorney Calvin Beechling Chamberlain 

A descendent of Major William D. Ferguson came to my office with this picture in hand explaining that while Ferguson was born in Orwell in 1831 he grew up in this house and planted an Elm tree in the front yard at a young age. The 1854 Oswego County map shows he owned three buildings on or near the site and was listed as a millwright. He organized Sandy Creek’s Co. G of the 24th N. Y. Volunteer Infantry, May 1861, serving throughout the Civil War, and lived in the South during Reconstruction, building mills. 

The dwelling in this photo was taken before 1896 and was then the home of local dentist Dr. Daniel W. Lewis who bought the property from William Ferguson in 1874. 

Sandy Creek News, Yesterdays’ Album, Marie K. Parsons writes: “It is likely that Mrs. Lewis, a talented art teacher, is the woman seated on the front steps and Dr. Lewis may be holding the team of horses hitched to the buggy in which their daughter, Grace Lewis (Leonard) is sitting. The Village Bus appears in this photo and may have just come down from Lacona railroad station and is probably the “free bus” which Martin H. Thomas proprietor of the Sandy Creek House ran from the station to his hotel during that era.”

It is said that this house is the oldest dwelling in the village with an authenticated history. Horace Scripture, born near Sandy Creek in 1820, remembered the house was built two or three years previous to 1825 by Dr. Lyman Bulkley. 

In 1944 Chamberlain came to Sandy Creek to live, practice law and raise a family with his wife Jean. He practiced law here from 1945-1981 after serving in World War II. 

Grace (Lewis) Leonard inherited the property from her parents and sold it to the law firm of Chamberlain and Hoag in 1952
schistorian@frontiernet.net
Charlene
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Photo:  Stereographs, 
shoveling snow off the railroad tracks

Stereographs were first produced in the 1850s and were of business and scenic views mostly. These double pictures, taken with twin-lens cameras, produce a remarkable effect of three dimensions when viewed through a stereoscope. In 1854 the London Stereoscopic Company was formed. Their chief photographer was William England, whose lively street scenes of New York City in rainy weather and views of Niagara Falls taken in 1859 were the wonders of the day. 

The instantaneous street scenes, which showed pedestrians and vehicles stopped in their tracks, were made possible because the small size of the stereo-camera reduced exposure times to less than half a second. To minimize movement street views were usually taken from a first-floor window with the camera focused directly down the street. (Such views later inspired several Impressionists to paint similar street scenes.) 

Between 1860 and about 1920 a stereo viewer could be found in most British and American homes. A simplified and cheap hand viewer was introduced by Oliver Wendell Holmes, the American physician was a great lover of photography. Millions of stereographs were circulated in the years before newspaper reproduction of photographs, and their impact was enormous.

Work begins on the editing and research for the last military book in the series of books on our local veterans. We began with the Revolutionary War veterans who came to call Sandy Creek home and have covered every war since then and this book will cover men and women who served from 1960 to current times. Many soldiers sent in a completed form months ago but if you are unsure or want a form call my office and I can mail one to you. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here. This will be the final book in the series.

Charlene 

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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October 5, 2012

We do not talk much about the Spanish American War, but Sandy Creek had eight volunteers: Clayton Allard, Co. L private, killed in action at Dapdap Island of Samar; Harry Chapman, Co. E, 95th Infantry; Carl E. Crandall, Co. A, who died at Second Reserve Hospital, Manilla – his body was brought home the following spring; Clayton D. Crandall, Co. A, who went through the campaign; Harrison Dewey, Co. A, who died at Montauk Point; Charles H. Porter, who served on the U. S. S. Columbia; Arthur Salisbury, Co. A, who died at San Francisco and whose remains were brought home for burial; Seymour Smith, Co. M, 9th Infantry.

On April 21, 1898, the United States declared war against Spain following the sinking of the Battleship Maine in the Havana harbor on February 15, 1898. The U.S. also supported the ongoing struggle of Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines for independence against Spanish rule. 

This would be the first war fought overseas by the United States and it involved campaigns in both Cuba and the Philippine Islands.

The majority of Spanish-American War soldiers were volunteers who originated from all over the United States for their part in, as Secretary of State John Hay called it, a "splendid little war."

This war was short of duration, lasting not more than three months, but it impressed the world with the qualities of the U. S. Army and Navy. The Spanish were driven out of the Western Hemisphere, defeated and humiliated.

Clayton D. Crandall wrote, “The War of 1898 between the United States and Spain was made inevitable by the continued efforts of the Cubans to shake off the yoke that had become to them unbearable since the beginning of the nineteenth century. Revolts and insurrections became common and much blood was shed to gain relief from Spanish tyranny. Riots in the island led the United States battleship Maine to land at Havana, February 1898. On the 15th of the month the ship was destroyed, by means of an explosion which was attributed to Spanish treachery, with the loss of 266 men. In response to President McKinley’s message to Congress calling for intervention by the United States to end the war in Cuba for the sake of humanity, that body empowered him to demand the withdrawal of the Spanish Army from Cuba. America’s ultimatum having been presented to the Spanish government, war was declared on April 23. Immediately after the declaration of war, the President issued a call for 125,000 to join the army, which was responded to by patriotic Americans everywhere.”

The Girl Scout Christmas Tree event, a community service project, will again be held at the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street in November. These trees will be decorated and ready to view and vote for “your favorite” by November 8th through the end of November.  Each tree will be given to a needy family or elderly person in time for Christmas Day. This community project is headed by Rae Allen (387-3666) contact Rae if you have someone in mind for a tree delivery. Please support these children with your vote. 

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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Historians’ Corner

October 12, 2012

Photo: Air Force M/Sgt. Ron J. Presley served two tours in Vietnam 

Work has begun on the editing and research for the last military book in a series of books on local veterans. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here and served or are serving their country covering the years from 1960 to current times. Questionnaires can be mailed to veterans upon request so contact the History Center at 387-5456 x7. We have gleaned some information on our veterans from the local newspapers, family members and the VFW but need help to insure that we have not left anyone who wants to be included out of the book. 

Many of you may remember Ron Presley who lived here and attended Sandy Creek High School. Ron lives in Oneida now but visits often and has been very helpful in the research of this book.  The questionnaire asks for information on the veterans’ military branch, rank, medals and awards, spouse and children, oral history on the service years and a photo. Ron served two tours in Vietnam and received a bronze star for rescuing pilots in Saigon when the TET Offense occurred in 1968. Ron achieved the rank of Master Sgt. with a pay grade of E-7.

The Girl Scout Christmas Tree event, a community service project, will again be held at the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street in November. These trees will be decorated and ready to view and vote for “your favorite” by November 8th through the end of November.  Each tree will be given to a needy family or elderly person in time for Christmas Day. This community project is headed by Rae Allen (387-3666) contact Rae if you have someone in mind for a tree delivery. Please support these children with your vote. 

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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October 19, 2012

Photo: Staff at the Lacona Agway: Thanks to Stratt Killam we can identified top left: Bob Sievers; next to him is unknown; bottom left is unknown; Bob Smith and Art Leonard. 

The Soup Kitchen was previously the GLF/Agway building in Lacona.

Other business places in Lacona included: Francis LoBello and Eugene Reynolds apartments; Lawrence Remington/Barber;  Bea Bartholomew, Brenda Hulbert and Margaret Hollis Kastler/Beauticians; Blount Lumber Company; Carusone Builders (Pasquali Carusone) and Better Builders and Supply (Joseph Keesey and James Yerdon); Doctor/Warren L. Hollis; Becky Birdslow/Dog Groomer; General Crushed Stone/Superintendent William Reid Jr., originally Lacona Sand & Gravel Co. formed in 1927 by William Hinds and Stuart Ormsby; Lacona Supermarket and Self-serve gasoline/Grocer Michael Farmer; Central Hotel/owner Byron Rowe; Krakau Implement/owner Alvin Krakau/storage in former Stevens Mill and Weisenburger Garage; Lacona Gas and Supply/Gene Reynolds/storage at the former R. R. Station and bottled gas office in former Plummer Hotel; Merchants National Bank-today Pathfinder Bank; Paul Fuller/Real Estate and Insurance; Red-E-Mix Inc./George Haverlock; Restaurant/Shamus and Mabel O’Brien (formerly Fred I. Guy); Ribstone Silo of N.Y./Robert Green/located here by 1959 in former Nemier Garage; Snowmobiles & Motor Bikes/Glen Reid, Harwood Yerdon, Arthur and Ira Leonard; TCG (Thrifty Consumers Gasoline)/ Fred and Pauline Tanner, organized in 1934 by Rolon Helbock, other owners: Gilbert Williams, Leslie B. Price, William J. Hinds, Matthew LaTant; Trucking & Heavy Equipment/Edwin Robbins, Emery Shirley; Welding/Fay Reid; Phylis’ Yarn Shop/Phylis Bianco. The modern post office building on Park Avenue, past the railroad station, was built in 1961.

The Girl Scout Christmas Tree event, a community service project which began in 2003, will again be held at the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street. Please stop by and vote for your “favorite tree” from November 8 until after Thanksgiving. Each tree will be given to a needy family or elderly person in time for Christmas Day.

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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October 26, 2012

Photo: Mike Kastler and Stratt Killam worked on identifying the men in this picture. 1. Unknown; 2. Fay Reid; 3. Darrel Kehoe; 4. Ron Wood; 5. Stratt Killam; 6. Tracy Salesman Everette Sharp; 7. Tracy Wilcox; 8. Al Wade; 9. Tim Crast, 10. Bob Norton and 11. Ron Stevens
Some businesses in Sandy Creek: Antiques: Claude Archer’s Attic and Florence Smith/The Pink House; Roland Janacek/Auctioneer and Auto Sales; Louise Keenan/Rabbit Hill Studio; Irv’s Barber Shop/Irving Willix; Beauticians: Patricia Black, Leona Butler, Marie Ferreira, Helen Fetzer, Jule Lattimer; Ken Lindsey’s Body Shop; Sancona/Harold Wing and Sons; The Corner Drug Store/Art Wart; Kessler’s Dry Goods/Doris Kessler; North Country Engineers/Daniel and Roberta French; Krakau Implement-Farm Machinery/Alvin Krakau; Ila’s Flowers and Gifts/Anthony and Sally Bruno; Funeral Homes: William O’Brien and Charles Summerville, Jr.; Garages and Gas Stations: Texaco-Lynn Blount, Chevron- Robert and Carolyn Goodnough, Arco-Fred and Pauline Tanner; Grocers: Burky’s Groceteria/Niles and Mary Burkhard; Rod’s Big M/Rod Bonisteel; Sandy Creek Supermarket/James Foederer; C. E. Lashomb Hardware/Stephen Clark; Hotel and Tourist Home/Olin Glazier/Hotel Martin; Investors Diversified Service/Ronald Bulluck; Insurance: Kenneth L. Chase, Ralph H. Smith Agency, Inc.; Laundromat/ E. Ross Vroman, The Corner Laundry/Clarence Sheley; James and Eldora Walker Liquor Store; Holstein Friesian World Inc.; Sandy Creek News; WSCP Radio Station/Steve Sattler; Carl Burritt Real Estate; The Snackery/David and Carolyn Blount; Silver Mine/Steve Green; Morgan and Standardbred Horses/Daniel and Roberta French; Northland Sports Center/Rick Kimball; Singing Woods Toy Shop/David Parsons; Trucking and Heavy Equipment/Mark Harvey; Dr. Burch K. Reed; Calvin B. Chamberlain-Lawyer; Post Office.

The new Sandy Creek Military Veterans 1960-current book is being editing. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here and served or are serving their country covering the years from 1960 to current times. Questionnaires can be mailed to veterans upon request so contact the History Center at 387-5456 x7. We have gleaned some information on our veterans from the local newspapers, family members and the VFW but need help to insure that we have not left anyone who wants to be included out of the book. 

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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November 2, 2012

Photo: SFC George Ripple of Lacona completed 20 years in the U. S. Army and was among five retirees honored in special ceremonies April 26, 1974.  During his 20 year career in the army as mess stewart and truck driver he spent nine years overseas serving in Stuttgart and Frankfort, Germany; in Vietnam, Korea and Hawaii. Ripple died June 5, 1989.

Veterans’ Day is November 11 and is a holiday observed annually in the United States in honor of all those, living and dead, who served with the U.S. armed forces. Veterans Day is the American name for the international day of remembrance called Armistice Day. It falls on November 11, the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that ended World War One

All major hostilities of World War 1 were formally ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 with the German signing of the Armistice and was first commemorated in the United States by President Woodrow Wilson in 1919. Congress passed a resolution in 1926 inviting all Americans to observe the day, and made it a legal holiday nationwide in 1938. The holiday has been observed annually on November 11 since that date - first as Armistice Day, later as Veterans Day - except for a brief period when it was celebrated on the fourth Monday of October.

The armistice treaty between the Allies and Germany was signed in a railway carriage in woods near Compiegne on November 11, 1918 and marked the end of the First World War on the Western Front. Principal signatories were Marshal Ferdinand Foch, the Allied Commander-in-chief, and Matthias Erzberger, a representative of the closest thing to a government that Germany had left.

Many of our young men and women have given their all in service of their country throughout the years. We have documented all of them in different books and want to finish by documenting our military men and women in all branches of service who are currently serving their country. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here and served or are serving their country covering the years from 1960 to current times. Questionnaires can be mailed to veterans upon request so contact the History Center at 387-5456 x7.
Please, take a minute to thank a Veteran for their service  

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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November 9, 2012

Photo: E. M. Hastings
 “In the midst of balsams” photo dated December 5, 1908. 

This photo is from the Hobart Palmer collection. I wrote a column on the life of E. M. Hastings July 27th which received so many comments that when I came across this photo I thought I’d share it. We are looking for any information on Charlotte Rushmer, wife of John H. Hastings. Please contact my office if you can help.

This time of year I look for the Farmers’ Almanac out of habit and memories of my grandparents who always had a current issue in the house. Founded in 1818, the Farmers’ Almanac’s timeless appeal has spanned three centuries, offering readers a trademark blend of long-range weather predictions, humor, fun facts, and valuable advice on gardening, cooking, fishing, conservation, and much more. 
The new Sandy Creek Military Veterans 1960-current book is being edited. Questionnaires can be mailed to veterans upon request so contact the History Center at 387-5456 x7. 
The Girl Scout Christmas Tree event, a community service project which began in 2003, will again be held at the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street. Please stop by and vote for your “favorite tree” from November 8 until after Thanksgiving. Each tree will be given to a needy family or elderly person in time for Christmas Day. Contact Rae Allen for more information 387-3666.

schistorian@frontiernet.net
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November 16, 2012

Photo: This photo was labeled
 “Country Store Keepers” and Earl and Lucy Flemings. 
Looking for a gift as you visit friends and family this holiday season? Think about picking up the recently published “Farming in the Towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston” or one of the many local history books published by the Sandy Creek History Center. 

The holidays to me are about family and reminiscing our youth and the “good old days.” Mrs. Anson Hurd wrote  Looking Backward  and I reprint it here: “Again I ask what our grandparents would say were they to come back again and see the wonders that have been accomplished since their early days. For instance, the wonders of electricity; where they used a rag soaked in a saucer of grease (a slut) for light. Get into an auto and go to the theater, and see the pictures walk and hear them talk. Look up into the sky and see the airplanes carrying passengers, even flying across the ocean. Streamlined trains, buses that go from coast to coast, tractors, combines working in the fields, all propelled by gasoline; snowplows to clear the roads when it took hours and days to clear a short distance in early days. Hospitals equipped with iron lungs and everything imaginable for saving lives. People did not seem to be anemic, nor have high or low blood pressure. If they did it hadn’t been discovered. People wore their hair long and saved the combings for switches. Many times I watched my Aunt Addie Plummer, for whom I was named, weave the hair into switches. Long, black crepe swung from the door to announce the death of a loved one. No funeral parlors, the service was held either in the home or at the church where the deceased attended. They dressed in deep mourning for a long time in respect to the departed one. In very hot weather the dead were packed in ice; embalming was not in practice. Hearses drawn by horses took the place of funeral coaches. Apple paring bees were held and what good times! We never heard of spraying fruit trees until a few years ago.” Ah, the good ole’ days! 

schistorian@frontiernet.net
Happy Holidays from the Sandy Creek History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Irene, Joyce and Rita
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

November 23,  2012

Though the history of a "thanksgiving day" can be traced back to 1789 when George Washington declared Thursday, November 26th as a day when "we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks . . ." there was no national agreement on a day for the event. Prior to that, from 1777 to 1783, Thanksgiving Day, by Congressional mandate, was celebrated in December.

The idea of a national day of Thanksgiving did not occur again until 1863. President Lincoln, following decisive wins by the Union armies at Gettysburg and Vicksburg in the summer of that year, issued a declaration making the fourth Thursday in November, a National Day of Thanksgiving. Even at that late date, the holiday was not universally accepted, particularly in the South, where it was viewed as another Yankee event that further eroded their way of life. By the late nineteenth century, however, the New England harvest festival, which evolved into Thanksgiving Day, was celebrated nationwide.

Happy Thanksgiving! When I give thanks I include my wonderful volunteers Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Rita, Jim and Town Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway, Mayor Grant Rohrmoser, Mayor Peggy Manchester, and all the town and village board members. We have accomplished so much in the past 12 years and have much more work ahead of us. With continued support from all of you we will succeed in the important work of preserving our history for future generations.

  In the archives we have a Thanksgiving Proclamation, State of New York on the Seventeenth day of November 1898 and signed Frank S. Black. “The law of the State, based on long established custom, authorizes the Governor to appoint a day of general thanksgiving, when the people may make special acknowledgment of their gratitude for the mercies of the year. Each year gives abundant occasion for thanksgiving, but the one now closing has been filled with events, which may well excite our deepest gratitude. Business prosperity has continued and increased; commerce and agriculture have yielded abundant results; charity has found new avenues; patriotism has received new impulses, and American civilization has entered new fields. Let us be grateful that in so far as the accomplishment of these results depends on human agencies, our State has been able to contribute its part.”

“Wherefore, I, Frank S. Black, Governor, do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-fourth day of November instant, as a day of general thanksgiving, and I recommend that on that day the people refrain from their ordinary pursuits, and assemble at their accustomed places of worship and give devout acknowledgment to Almighty God.” 

Charlene Cole
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November 30,  2012

Photo: Season’s Greetings from Irene and Tracy Killam

For nearly 25 years beginning in the 1920’s Tracy Killam was the professional photographer in Sandy Creek and his pictures appeared regularly in the Sandy Creek News. About 1935 with Arthur Wart and William Potter, he founded the Quarter Film Service. Located on the second floor of the Sargent law office (the Sargent block was on North Main Street across from what is today the Sandy Creek Diner and gas station), this fast photo finishing business was very successful. After the partnership dissolved and the disastrous fire in 1945 forced a new location, Tracy moved to the Ralph Smith block on Harwood Drive (today between the Antique Store on the corner of North Main and Harwood Drive and the Martin Hotel) He then turned almost exclusively to photo engraving, the bulk of his business being with the Holstein-Friesian World and Corse Press. But Tracy was an artist with a keen sense of humor and he continued to enjoy creating unusual effects with the camera. Especially remembered are Tracy and Irene’s Christmas cards, masterpieces of trick photography. 

schistorian@frontiernet.net
Happy Holidays from the Sandy Creek History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Irene, Joyce, Jim and Rita
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Historians’ Corner

December 7, 2012

Photo: This photo was taken in front of Thomas House, today Hotel Martin and shows a tree being taken down; the car looks to be late 30’s or early 40’s. Does anyone recognize the young boy?  The building in the background is the Sandy Creek Post Office today.
On December 7, 1941, Japanese planes attacked the United States Naval Base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Territory killing more than 2,300 Americans. The U.S.S. Arizona was completely destroyed and the U.S.S. Oklahoma capsized. The attack sank three other ships and damaged many additional vessels. More than 180 aircraft were destroyed. A hurried dispatch from the ranking United States naval officer in Pearl Harbor to all major navy commands and fleet units provided the first official word of the attack at the ill-prepared Pearl Harbor base. It said simply: AIR RAID ON PEARL HARBOR …THIS IS NOT DRILL. The following day, President Franklin Roosevelt, addressing a joint session of Congress, called December 7 "a date which will live in infamy", declaring war against Japan.

Let's all keep our military men and women currently serving and those who have gone before in our thoughts and prayers. They are the reason for the many freedoms we enjoy today.

The History Center is editing and researching the last military book in a series of books on local veterans. We have documented all veterans from the Revolutionary War, Civil War, Spanish American War, World War I and II, Korea and this will be the last book, so please get your information in. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here and served or are serving their country covering the years from 1960 to current times. 

schistorian@frontiernet.net
Happy Holidays from the Sandy Creek History Center
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December 14, 2012

Looking for a gift as you visit friends and family this holiday season? Think about picking up the recently published “Farming in the Towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston” or one of the many local history books published by the Sandy Creek History Center. Other books: 

The holidays to me are about family and reminiscing our youth and the “good old days.” In that vein I wanted to share Mrs. Addie Hurd’s “Reminiscences of Grandmother’s Day” which was reprinted in the Sandy Creek News on Christmas Day 1940.  Excerpts of that article will be shared in this column and refers to the lives and times of our grandmothers. 

Addie writes: “When we gather with friends from our childhood we remember the “olden times.” So many young people now ask us if we would like to be back in the days of long ago, and I would say that we were more carefree and contented with what we had. We lived in the present and were taught good manners and how to use them. Girls were not considered of age until they were twenty-one and were not expected to have a beau until they were eighteen. There were parties, socials and many things in those days that were for enjoyment. Most every boy and girl had a little garden to care for as their own. They had their wood box to fill and errands to do to help mother.”

“With the coming of electricity there were more life saving devices for both men and women. For instance, the old threshing machine; in some places it would take three days with a lot of men to help. The men with the machine would stay overnight with the women of the house had additional mouths to feed and clean ups as the men found it unnecessary to bathe and went to bed dirty, leaving oats and beans or whatever they were threshing all over the room.”

“Grandmother always set up a “leech” every spring and made a barrel of soft soap, something we do not see now which we considered essential then. Rag carpets were common and had a good supply of straw under them. They were taken up each spring and hung out on the line for the men folks to whip. They usually said words that wouldn’t look good in print. Then what a dusty mess when the straw was removed and so it was when the old straw ticks had to be emptied, washed and refilled.”

“No screens were used and she remembers cotton mosquito netting, then fly traps baited with sweets and two shingles rubbed with molasses suspended from the ceiling. When there were enough flies to pay, we would clap the shingles together. Grandmother put water and a little molasses in a bowl and soon a whole colony of flies would assemble, then she would put a cloth over it quickly and pour on boiling water.”

schistorian@frontiernet.net
Happy Holidays from the Sandy Creek History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Irene, Joyce and Rita

