Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
January 1, 2010
Photo: Vendors went from house to house and sold goods. This photo shows D. C. Dodge and his grocery cart. 

The holidays to me are about family and reminiscing our youth and the “good old days.” In that vein I wanted to share Mrs. Addie Hurd’s “Reminiscences of Grandmother’s Day” which was reprinted in the Sandy Creek News on Christmas Day 1940.  Excerpts of that article will be shared in this column and refers to the lives and times of our grandmothers with the focus on home remedies, marriage and household chores.    

If anyone was in need of help, grandmother was willing to do her part, and many a time acted as midwife, when no doctor was available, and many times soothed the dying and prepared them for burial. In days gone by she came when diphtheria was raging and such simple remedies as onions and corn meal mixed with vinegar were used, also for pneumonia, considered an infallible remedy. 

Appendicitis in those days was called inflammation of the bowls and grandma would have immediately ordered a poultice made of fresh warm cow droppings and placed it on the abdomen where the pain was. And in the case of measles where they were inside and it seemed no remedy could fetch them out to the surface, the patient drank hot tea made from sheep droppings. And when a severe case of shingles happened, woe to anybody who had a black cat – it had to be black – it was offered up as a sacrifice and the skin bound on the shingles. 

For sore throats, a large piece of fat, salt pork well sprinkled with pepper was put on the throat, covered with a wool sock, the dirtier the better. Usually blisters would form on the neck and perhaps with this the patient would be given a few drops of kerosene to swallow. People had “catarrh” (ke tarr) which was later referred to as sinus trouble and is defined in the English dictionary as “inflammation of a mucus membrane, especially in the nose or throat, causing an increase in the production of mucus, as happens in the common cold.” The most dreaded home remedy our grandparents endured was castor-oil, skunk’s oil and horehound and tar. 

Girls of those days washed dishes. They did not have stainless steel knives and forks. In the old kitchens there was a flat board with a pocket in one end and in that so called pocket was brick that had been shaved from a large piece, into powder. That was to scour the knives with and the two-tined forks, although the forks were heirlooms from an earlier day.  There was also a mortar and pestle in the kitchen and an hour-glass filled with sand. Girls were taught the art of bread making, but it was bread known as “salt-rising” and was cooked in a crock most all day; boiled apple-sauce, sweet preserves, plum and cornmeal puddings, and head cheese; pumpkin, berries and apples were dried. Corn coffee was a great treat. A girl who could make good bread and cook was considered a “good catch.”

When a girl was to take unto herself a husband, they needed no blood test or a marriage license, they “jumped the broomstick” without any fuss about it. When the stork was expected, people whispered about it and stork parties were given but little else. In these modern times imagine carrying around a baby with dresses and one or two skirts a yard or more in length, with wide lace on the bottom. A spool of thread of 200 or 250 yards cost a nickel; collars were crocheted of colored twine for children to wear and every girl wore an apron to school. Girls played with dolls until well into their teens no matter whether it was real or made of rags.

On Christmas Eve stockings were hung and if you found a lone orange you felt rich as oranges were supposed to be eaten only by those who could well afford it. These were the days of tallow candles and kerosene lamps; leather boots, board walks, picket fences around nearly every residence and every little ways a hitching post with a horses’ head of iron and a ring for pulling the halter line through. There were no plows to dig out the roads, every man had to get his shovel out and help no excuses. 

Children were taught to be seen and not heard and to respect gray hair. They weren’t paid every time they did something for mother. They were taught what a great help they were when they did the little errands; perhaps only a kiss was their reward. 

The Historians office will close from December 21 through January 8, 2010 for Christmas and New Years. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. I will be working from home on the snowy winter days and will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days.” 

Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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D. C. Grocery Cart
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January 8, 2010
Photo: This is a great picture of a threshing machine used at the Fraser Farm 

The holidays to me are about family and reminiscing our youth and the “good old days.” In that vein I wanted to share Mrs. Addie Hurd’s “Reminiscences of Grandmother’s Day” which was reprinted in the Sandy Creek News on Christmas Day 1940.  Excerpts of that article will be shared in this column and refers to the lives and times of our grandmothers. 

Addie writes: When we gather with friends from our childhood we remember the “olden times.” So many young people now ask us if we would like to be back in the days of long ago, and I would say that we were more carefree and contented with what we had. We lived in the present and were taught good manners and how to use them. Girls were not considered of age until they were twenty-one and were not expected to have a beau until they were eighteen. There were parties, socials and many things in those days that were for enjoyment. Most every boy and girl had a little garden to care for as their own. They had their wood box to fill and errands to do to help mother.

With the coming of electricity there were more life saving devices for both men and women. For instance, the old threshing machine; in some places it would take three days with a lot of men to help. The men with the machine would stay overnight with the women of the house had additional mouths to feed and clean ups as the men found it unnecessary to bathe and went to bed dirty, leaving oats and beans or whatever they were threshing all over the room.

Grandmother always set up a “leech” every spring and made a barrel of soft soap, something we do not see now which we considered essential then. Rag carpets were common and had a good supply of straw under them. They were taken up each spring and hung out on the line for the men folks to whip. They usually said words that wouldn’t look good in print. Then what a dusty mess when the straw was removed and so it was when the old straw ticks had to be emptied, washed and refilled. 

No screens were used and she remembers cotton mosquito netting, then fly traps baited with sweets and two shingles rubbed with molasses suspended from the ceiling. When there were enough flies to pay, we would clap the shingles together. Grandmother put water and a little molasses in a bowl and soon a whole colony of flies would assemble, then she would put a cloth over it quickly and pour on boiling water.

Historic Day: The first U.S. presidential election was held on January 7, 1789. Voters cast ballots to choose state electors; only white men who owned property were allowed to vote. As expected, George Washington won the election and was sworn into office on April 30, 1789.
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. I 

Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole
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Historians’ Corner
January 15, 2010
Photo: “Lacona’s Brick Business Block”

The next few columns will tell the history of fires in the village of Sandy Creek and Lacona when the villages had little protection or defense against fires and will include the history of our fire departments. We begin with the Tifft Block fire in Lacona. The Tifft Block was named for William T. Tifft, a prominent businessman in the early days

This photo “Lacona’s Brick Business Block” stood opposite the Central Hotel from about 1880 until June of 1966, when because of its weakened condition the village board had it razed and the site paved as a parking lot. It was originally built to replace the Tifft Block, which burned on April 14, 1879. 

The earlier structure housed the first store in Lacona owned and operated by Truman C. Harding in the early 1850s. William T. Tifft, the first railroad station agent, was conducting his produce and commission business there by 1867. At the time of the fire, the block also housed the post office, a harness shop, law office and furniture rooms. Tifft sold the brick block to a group of local businessmen, Julius Robbins, Oren R. Earl, Pitt Newton, Hamilton Root and Andrew Warner. The list of later owners included: Amos Hedden, Isaac Powers, George L. Hydorn and son, Peter C. Hydorn, Dr. Leroy F. Hollis and Arthur and Leola Noble, as well as others. 

In 1889, William McConnell had a store in part of the block, where Luther Tilton also conducted a flour and feed store. Clothing or dry goods stores in the brick block included those of the Hydorns, Gardner Snyder, Reuben Sabolowitz, and the ‘Sisters Shop’ run by Mrs. Arthur Noble and Miss Lucille Remington. 

The one-story annex also housed many local business including the Sandy Creek Oil and Gas Company, Limited, incorporated in 1888. The annex has also housed shoe repair shops, a jewelry store, feed store and a barbershop. John Canale opened a shoe repair shop there in 1934, later moving to the main building and establishing a dry cleaning business, which he and Mrs. Canale operated for many years. The District 1 polling place was there for some years and the second floor meeting rooms were used by the Maccabees, Odd Fellows, Rebekahs, Sandy Creek Grange, and the early Coterie Club. Basketball games were held there before the 1913 high school was built and while the 1929 school was under construction, classes were held in this long-standing business center, know as “The Hollis Block”. In the year 1929, William L. Fuller attending first grade in Cora Walker’s lunch room two doors west of this building.

Sandy Creek News: About 8:30 last Monday evening the Tifft Block at Lacona was discovered to be in flames, which were under such headway when discovered that all hopes of saving the building were given up and all hands went to work to remove the goods. As soon as the fire was seen from this part of the village the bells were rung and the gong sounded, which started the people from all directions, and soon a large crowd was assembled. As usual people were much excited and in consequence the property saved was badly damaged. Doors and windows were wrenched from their hangings and hurled into the streets, and household goods were hustled out in a miscellaneous manner. 

After considerable talking, a line was formed to the creek and water carried in pails and poured on the adjacent buildings to keep them from taking fire. Wet carpets were placed on the block occupied by G. L. Hydorn and Son and L. & R. Tilton and on the Union Center House, but the greatest effort was to save the residence of E.P. Potter which stood less than ten feet from the burning building. There was no wind, fortunately, or the flames could not possibly have been confined to the one block. 

The fire was seen from miles around and telegrams were sent from Gouverneuror asking what was burning. A hand-car bringing twelve persons was sent from Mannsville by the railroad company as they were afraid the depot might be endangered. The building burned was occupied by W. T. Tiffts general merchandise and his office, the Lacona Post Office, Eugene Wheelers Harness Shop, D. E. Wilds Law Office and Ed Grants furniture rooms. 

Mr. Tifft was the heaviest loser, having only small insurance on the building which was in good condition. Mention is made of the appearance of Mr. Tiffts property after the fire – books and papers scattered and piled up at his home on doorsteps in almost inextricable confusion; safes in the street; furniture and desks torn out and stored here and there, and the ruins still smoldering. 

J. M. Jones is also declared a loser because of the fire, since he owned the part of the block in which the post office was located, while Ed Grant lost about $25 or $30 worth of furniture, neither having insurance. The contents of the post office were saved as were the books and furnishings in D. E. Wilds law office. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. I 

Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Lacona Brick Business 
Charlene Cole
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Historians’ Corner
January 22, 2010
Photo: Sandy Creek Tanker #2 - 1937 International Pumper

The next few columns will tell the history of fires in the village of Sandy Creek and Lacona when the villages had little protection or defense against fires and will include the history of our fire departments. 

Editor of the Sandy Creek News was a charter member of the Sandy Creek Fire Department and an excerpt from the article he wrote is reprinted here: “When our Sandy Creek Fire Company first organized, the village took very little interest in it and gave us scant encouragement, with absolutely no financial help at all. Some mothers were reluctant to let their boys join us, saying we were only a lot of rough neck, rowdies, etc. We were subject to all sorts of jokes and ridicule, with our little old “squirt gun” hand pump.”

“When the Sherman house caught fire the flames spread both ways taking the entire block from Seeley’s store in the corner (later the Newton Block, today the corner of North Main and Lake Streets) to the grist mill on the bank of the creek including the fine old home of “Katie” Aldrich and the House block, then occupied by Steve Smith as a billiard room and the “Stingy Club” rooms on the third floor. The fire broke out just at church time on a Sunday in December 1884; therefore most of the members wore and spoiled all their best clothes. We were called out three times that same day; the fire kept breaking out on account of the high wind and lack of enough water.”

“The Salisbury Hotel on the north side burned that same year, 1884. Only the year before, on September 1, 1883, the big tannery of Loring and Avery burned to the ground, our poor little company being about as much help as a schoolboy with his toy squirt gun. They got a steamer from Watertown after the fire had burned all the buildings, in hopes to save some thousands of dollars worth of tanbark. They worked all that day and night before they left.”

“When the Bulkley Opera House and hotel burned, up to Byron Allen’s Store – later E. Williams’ – there was a good fire wall which saved the buildings south of the hotel.”

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Historians’ Corner
January 29, 2010
Photo: This photo looking west from Harwood Drive shows the Red and White and Burritts on South Main Street and the Post Office entrance on Lake Street which was the site of the 1882 brick block fire mentioned below. 

The history of fires and the fire departments in the twin villages continues: 

Most of the business section has been rebuilt on the ashes of former buildings.  The post office block, Fox Grocery store and other buildings occupying the same lot on South Main Street are erected on the same site formerly occupied by Clark Hotel, E. D. Williams’s General store and L. J. Jones Hardware establishment.  The brick block erected by Dr. H. Lyman Bulkley in 1882, on the same site, went up in flames in 1890, and the buildings on the lot from Shaul’s Drug store to the O’Brien Mill, met the same fate in 1884.  

The system of water works was constructed by the village corporation in 1891.  Water is taken from a spring on a farm owned by David Hamer, two miles east of the village of Sandy Creek, who generously donated to the village board the land surrounding the spring, and all riparian rights.  Much credit is due the Hon. D. E. Ainsworth, the late C. W. Colony and A. E. Sherman for their interest in this enterprise, for it brought untold blessings to the people of the community.

Editor of the Sandy Creek News writes: “ Soon after the Bulkley Opera House fire people began to see the necessity of more adequate fire protection and began to talk water works, although it was not accomplished until 1891.  This writer helped to put in the first length of four-inch pipe in the ditch on Salisbury Street near the old high school and also the last length which as in front of the Sandy Creek News office, that being the end of the four-inch pipe, made imperative as Editor Corse wanted to install a four-inch water motor to run the presses. Two-inch pipe was then laid to the cemetery, with two or three water plugs in case of fire; same on South Main Street from the M. M. Earl farm where the last hydrant was; a fire plug near the H. E. Root and Varney homes. It was the best that could be done with the $18,000 appropriation, although two-inch pipe on the extensions was not desirable – no hydrant can be installed on anything less than a four-inch main.”
“The contract was awarded to Adams Miller of Syracuse who made W. Weed his superintendent of construction as he also bid on the contract being third lowest with Gates White of Pulaski. Major M. A. Pruyn and C. W. Colony were appointed by the village board as inspectors. They started from the reservoir with ten-inch pipe out to the road and down and a little past the J. J. Hollis farm, then reduced to eight-inch from there through Lacona and to Main Street in the village. All other pipe was six-inch, four-inch and two-inch. Albert E. Sherman was made one of the first water board members and gave much of his time free in the interest of the village, making and keeping a record of every hydrant, gate and gate box, etc. of the entire system, the location of all gate boxes being of vital importance as many were lost track of in the grading, etc. of the several streets.”

“Then came the Lacona system in 1889 with as good or even better water then the Sandy Creek, although of more or less expense to operate, whereas, the Sandy Creek system was purely gravity, with no expense for operation.”

“At the corner of Main and Railroad Streets they had an 84 pound pressure with 86 pounds at the Sanford Plate factory strong enough to burst all the hose we then had, so new and better was secured at once.”

Correction: Jack and Stratt Killam saw the picture in last week’s column and called with this information: “The truck was a 1949 GMC which was bought used in 1953. The 1,000 gallon tank was built at Bardy’s Welding at South Pond. The doors and compartments were finished by Frank Ostrander and the pump was made by Oberdorfer Industries in Syracuse, NY. The picture was taken at the Killam Atlantic Gas Station which was on North Main Street (where the Gas Mart and Sandy Creek Diner is today). The body was put on the GMC Tilt Cab in 1963.” Thanks to Jack and Stratt. I like to identify pictures correctly every time and my friends and readers have come through again.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. I 

Happy Holidays, Charlene 

and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
February 5, 2010
Photo: Winter on Harwood Drive and Lake Streets in Sandy Creek. Far right is Black River Telephone Company, Kesslers Store, across Main Street to Shaul’s Drug Store, Corse Press and the water tower which was fire protection for Corse Press. The water tower was taken down when the new water system for the village was put in.  

The history of fires and the fire departments in the twin villages continues: 

When the California, Union, Colony and Cook blocks burned to the ground 98 years ago on January 9, 1912, the Sandy Creek Fire Company with other willing helpers went through the hardest fight in the history the town or village, either before or since, working like demons and looking like moving ice or snowmen, from about noon all through the terrible night. Some had to abandon the struggle through sheer exhaustion, while others took their places. 

Sandy Creek News: “William C. Bennie, then superintendent of the gas company and not a fireman, nearly gave his life to the cause having worked all day and night helping to save goods from some of the stores, finally starting home with gas still burning and roaring out of one-inch pipe from every store from the corner of Railroad Street to the Colony Block. He left the scribe of this with Bert Crandall to dig down four to six feet through snow and frozen ground to the curb boxes in order to shut off the gas, which we did before daylight, leaving only the C. W. Colony jet still roaring as the curb stop was broken and took all next day before it could be stopped.”

“Up to the time of this tragic, in the history of all the many fires of both Sandy Creek and Lacona, only two deaths were ever known as recorded as result of gas explosion, viz. that of Mrs. Hadley and Carrie Corse Salisbury, when the home of the late Degrasse Salisbury on East First Street was blown apart by an explosion of the natural gas, due to Mother Hadley’s excitement in entertaining the gas filled room with a lighted lamp. However many were the miraculous escapes from instant death. C. E. Thomas slid from the roof of his brother-in-law’s house, L. F. Tifft in Lacona while trying to wet the roof during the Nate Davis fire across the street. He fell into the raceway of the Harding Mill some 40 feet or more with only a slightly lame back as a result. During the Bulkley Opera House fire and burning of the Cook and Herriman block this scribe escaped instant death by four inches. He had 75 pounds of lead paint in each hand and was going out the back door when the entire iron cornice fell, brushing his hat rim. Two inches farther back and this article would never have been written. Charles Cronk jumped or fell from a roof at the same fire with only a broken leg.” (Another source says this: “When the Bulkley Opera House burned, Will Cronk, brother of Jay Cronk was on the roof of the Jones Block and jumped from there to the ground. He was always a great hand to dance a jig and was able to shake one out of his legs the next morning after this two story jump. February 7, 1912 Will Cronk, then employed as a switchman at Richland Yards, had his leg cut off by a train.)”

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. I 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
February 12, 2010
Photo: This early lithograph shows the barn where the fire began that destroyed the Salisbury Hotel/House in 1884

The history of fires and the fire departments in the twin villages continues and includes the Hollis block, P. M. Newton and the fire that destroyed the historic Salisbury Hotel.

John Hollis writes: “At the Dr. Lounsbury or Hollis block fire in Lacona, when both Lacona and Sandy Creek companies had saved the shell, though the fire was out and dead, “Joe” Wright took a lighted lantern and went all through the house looking for fire. Someone shouted, “Joe, why didn’t you take two lanterns?”, whereupon both companies went into roars of laughter over the idea of looking for fire with a lantern! And so, the work of the firemen went on, some incidents sad and pathetic; others comical in the extreme.”

“On July 4, 1851 the P. M. Newton home on Railroad Street caught fire and the flames extinguished by a bucket brigade which quickly formed from the celebration being held, no great damage from to either house or contents resulting. Mrs. Newton, having given birth that day to the late C. M. Newton of North Platte, Nebraska. Mr. Robinson, the man who designed and built the house, seized an ax and started chopping into one of the great pillars in front, when someone stopped him. He knew what those pillars cost (they were the first ones in town) and was going to save them. Alvin Thompson would have recalled that fire, and I think he was there as a kid, though it happened some eight years before this scribe arrived in town.”

Salisbury Hotel fire, 1884: A landmark of early Sandy Creek, one that dated back to the very beginning of its history, in the 1820’s, was the Salisbury House which stood about where the Hugh Killam Atlantic Gas Station stood and today is the site of the Sandy Creek Diner and Gas Station on North Main Street. The first public meetings of the newly formed town were held there, and it was a well known stopping place for the early travelers. 

It burned in November 1884, and the circumstances were recited in great detail in a copy of the Sandy Creek News for November 20, 1884. This old issue of the local paper was found by L. A. Hilton and its account of the Salisbury House fire is a valuable addition to the recorded history of this community.

Headed  “Another Scorcher! An Old Landmark Gone: the fiery flames again visit us!” the news story follows: “That terrible scourge, fire, has again visited our village and left its sad traces of destruction. At about one o’clock yesterday morning the alarm was sounded and the first sight that met the gaze of the aroused people told plainer than words that a part of Sandy Creek would soon lie in ashes. The fire was first discovered in the barn of the Salisbury House, and before but few comparatively few persons had arrived it had enveloped the whole building and was fast working its way both towards the hotel and H. A. Hall’s harness shop. As there was nothing at hand to stay the progress of the flames, all went to work with a will to save the contents of the buildings.”

“Some Furniture Saved! Lively work was done and a large lot of furniture was removed from the hotel although there was not time to get near all out of the third story. No entrance could be gained to the barn, so dense was the smoke, and everything there in was consumed. Two horses, a cow, three hogs, two buggies, cutters, six harnesses, robes, blankets and hay and grain to the value of $500 to $600 were consumed. A large share of Mr. Hall’s tools and stock and his furniture was removed, except what was in the cellar.”

To be continued……
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. I 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
February 19, 2010
Photo: This photo shows how the hotel looked before the fire and is dated 1873
“Salisbury Hotel fire, 1884: A landmark of early Sandy Creek is destroyed by fire!”

Sandy Creek News, November 20, 1884: “As soon as any order could be got out of the chaos, men went to work to stay the progress of the flames. Carpets were spread on the town hall block and bank building (directly across the street) and on Milton Wilder’s house and barn and the pail brigade forwarded water to keep them wet. Wilder’s house which is only 15 feet, was on fire fifty times until the entire end was all blackened, but persistent work saved it, and thus the spread of the conflagration was stopped. A small shop in back of the house was burned. It was also warm work on the town hall block, but the work there was also successful, while the bank building which is of brick escaped with scorched paint and a few broken windows. D. E. Ainsworth removed his library and papers, as did V. C. Washburn and E. L. Sargent took out his safe, but the building was saved and the things put back before morning.”

“The origin of the fire is an unfathomable mystery. The chores were finished at the barn a little after eight o’clock and it was locked, and it seems impossible that fire from a pipe or cigar, as some suggest, could have smoldered so long. About the only reasonable conclusion seems to be that it was of incendiary origin, though any object or motive on the part of anyone is past finding out.”

“The Salisbury House is one of the landmarks of the town there having been a hotel kept there over sixty years. It was built by the father of Frank Salisbury, who ran it until 1846 when he died, and until two years ago Frank has been its landlord and owner. Since then it has been rented to Enos and Saxe, who were the present landlords.”

The Losses: “A low estimate on the hotel and barns is $6,000, with $3,000 insurance, there was no insurance on the furniture belonging to the hotel, although quite a share of it was saved. Enos and Saxe had $1,500 in their furniture and stock, which with what they saved, will make them good. But, the $600 worth of stuff in the barn was a total loss and was not insured. Prof. J. E. Massee who occupied rooms in the hotel was fortunate enough to remove almost all his furniture and books. He had $700 insurance, which will make good all his loans. “ 

“Misses Wheelock and Burrill, two lady teachers of the school also occupied rooms there, and were fortunate enough to get out about all their goods. George Weaver had $200 insurance on his goods in the house, which will make his loss good. H. A. Hall’s loss falls heavily on him. His building cost him $800 two or three years ago, with only $500 insurance. The loss on stock and furniture, on which there was no insurance, will amount to considerable, besides interrupting his business. Milton Wilder’s household goods were all removed, his house badly damaged by fire and water and a small shop in the rear burned. He was insured for $1,000, which will cover the loss. The fronts of the bank building and town hall blocks were scorched and windows broken probably to the amount of $150 to $200.  Mr. and Mrs. Stannard are quite heavily losers, as their household goods were all stored in the hotel, on the third floor and were about all destroyed; loss $800 to $1,000 and no insurance. The insurance ran out the first of this month and was not renewed as they expected to move to Mexico in a few days.” 

The article continues: “A good steamer would have saved both the Salisbury House and Hall’s Harness Shop and yet the village seems unwilling to expend one dollar to save five. People were very much slower than usual in getting to the fire, as there was no gong to sound the alarm. The little whistle and church bells did not awaken the citizens. It begins to look as though Sandy Creek intended to lie idly on its oars, as far as fire fighting apparatus is concerned and let the village burn up. At every fire this question is agitated for a time and allowed to die, or is frowned down by a few who ought to encourage the movement to put ourselves in a condition to preserve the property. The time is fast approaching when it will be impossible to get insurance here at any living rate, if we do not bestir ourselves and make better provisions against fire. What is the use of waiting longer until we get scorched again before acting in this matter? If the wind had been blowing in any direction yesterday morning much more property would have been destroyed, and fortune will not always favor us like that. Why not call a meeting forthwith and decide to buy fire apparatus? There is not another village of our size in the state that is as poorly protected as Sandy Creek, and such a state of things ought not to exist.”

In honor of President’s Day as we celebrate the birthdays of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, a little trivia…Did you know? There have been forty-three people sworn into office, and forty-four presidencies, due to the fact that Grover Cleveland served two non-consecutive terms and is counted chronologically as both the twenty-second and the twenty-fourth president. Of the individuals elected as president, four died in office of natural causes (William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor, Warren G. Harding, and Franklin D. Roosevelt), one resigned (Richard Nixon), and four were assassinated (Abraham Lincoln, James A. Garfield, William McKinley, and John F. Kennedy). The first president was George Washington, who was inaugurated in 1789 after a unanimous Electoral College vote. William Henry Harrison spent the shortest time in office at 31 days in 1841. At over twelve years, Franklin D. Roosevelt spent the longest time in office, and is the only president to serve more than two terms; he died shortly into his fourth term in 1945.
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
February 26, 2010
Photo: The California Block was destroyed by fire 98 years ago on January 9, 1912. This lithograph print shows the block and businesses when Sandy Creek was known as Washingtonville.

In its issue dated January 11, 1912 the Sandy Creek News reported: “From the Brewer Block on South Main Street to the Scripture House on Railroad Street, Sandy Creek’s business blocks and homes were wiped out Tuesday afternoon.

A fierce gale was blowing at the time from the southwest which made any progress on the part of the fire fighters almost impossible. That the walls of the Scripture House stand today and that the steel roof remains in place held by charred rafters almost burned away shows the kind of fight that Sandy Creek and Lacona fire departments made, in the teeth of one of the fiercest of winter gales, blinded by the smoke and cinders of the burning buildings and by the wind and snow that turned to ice on the coats of the firemen and onlookers.”

“At 12:30 Byron Van Alystine who occupied rooms over the Gilbert Roberts barber shop in the Cook Block, a two story wooden building, gave the alarm. When discovered the fire seemed to be in the ceiling and the south walls of the Cook building and rapidly spread to the Colony Block adjoining, then to the Union Block; about this time the Brewer Block on the south of the Cook Block took fire and was consumed. The Union Block was a three-story wooden block built of pine when lumber was cheap and had stood about a half century.”

“Adjoining this on the north and on the corner of Railroad and South Main Streets was the California Block built by the late Major M. A. Pruyn when he returned from California at the close of the gold excitement of “forty-nine.” This was a prey to the flames continually fanned by the gale. East of the California Block was the Mason Salisbury home owned by his son M. J. Salisbury, and occupied by F. S. and Harold Bosworth and Mrs. Belle Howe. This was entirely consumed together with the barn in the rear. Rev. T. T. Davies removed all his effects from his house adjoining the Scripture House.”

Six streams constantly played upon the fire all Tuesday afternoon and into the night. Watertown and Syracuse were appealed to for aid but the railroad was blocked with snow. The storm was so bad that scores of people in fairly close proximity to the fire were unaware of its progress till it was well over, though the whistles and bells sounded the alarm for upwards of an hour.”

“The G. A. R. and W. R. C. lost all their effects, their hall being on the second floor over the Fox Store. The loss includes many relics that cannot be replaced. There was no insurance. E. H. Sargent & Son sustained nearly a total loss though some goods were taken out. Beloff Brothers, Bettinger & Widrig, C. W. Colony, Miss Hattie Brewer, F. S. Bothworth, Mrs. Belle Howe, H. W. Raymond, M. J. Salisbury, L. R. Fox, Dr. E. J. Rogers, were other losers.” 

Sandy Creek business places at the time of the Centennial in 1925: 

Grocers: G. D. Wart, Joyner & Hirschey, William Muchmore, E. L. Fox;                                                                  Dry Goods:  P. J. Prytherch; Druggist: R. W. Shaul; Hardware: E.E. De Nio & Co.; Meats: Stevenson & Bettinger; Furniture & Undertaking: F. S. Pratt; Garages: Killam & Sons, J. Ward Knowlton; Bakery: F. I. Bellinger;  Ice Cream Parlor: F. W. Snyder;  Barber: G. E. Roberts;  Grist Mill: G. E. O’Brien; Hotel: Mrs. C. G. Thomas; Boots and Shoes: B.D. Jones; Printing and Publishing: Corse Press, Sandy Creek News, Holstein-Friesian World; Harness and Shoe Repair: H. R. Raymond;  Real Estate: Leon Williams; Life Insurance: E. S. Root; Musical Instruments: G. P. Bartlett;  Blacksmiths: Clinton Nemire, Frank Scranton;  Professional: Doctors: Dr. N. Cook, Dr. J. Roy Allen; Dentist: Dr. E. G. Rogers; Lawyers: H. Louis Wallace, Roscoe Sargent

In honor of President’s Day as we celebrate the birthdays of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, a little trivia…Did you know? These president’s served as generals from the Revolutionary War through World War II: George Washington, Andrew Jackson, William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, James Garfield, Chester A. Arthur, Benjamin Harrison, and Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
March 5, 2010
Photo: This photo shows the aftermath of the California Block fire. Today this is the site of the park (corner of South Main and Harwood Drive) and the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library.
Sandy Creek and Lacona Villages and its business establishments have been marked by disastrous fires throughout our history as shown in the past weeks columns. The only fire-fighting equipment was the bucket brigade with men and boys forming two lines to the creek, one line passing buckets filled with water and the other returning the empties for refills. This year marks 125 years since our fire departments were established and these columns are intended to honor the men and their service to our community past and present.

Probably the most disastrous fire from point of view of property loss and the fire which was fought under the most unfavorable conditions of a raging blizzard was the California Block fire on January 9, 1912.
On the occasion of the fire an address was given by F. N. Sargent, January 15, 1912. The block had many times been threatened by fire during its years, including small fires from defective chimneys at various times and the burning of nearby buildings such as the P. D. Clark Hotel, the Seeley corner, Bulkley block, Scripture barns and several minor fires. Never did the gong blow or the fire bells ring but what it was expected it must be the California Block, F. N. Sargent recalled, and the end finally came on January 9, 1912. 

The California Block was built in the summer of 1854 by the late Minot Pruyn at the cost of about $7,000 at the then low price of labor and building materials,  and its extreme height for the times caused people to come from many miles around to view it during construction and when finished. The money from which it was built came from virgin gold dug from the soil of California by the builder, who was what is known as one of the old 49’ers. As soon as it was finished the mercantile firm of Pruyn and Alton sprung into existence and continued until 1857 when William Alton’s interest was purchased by Julius S. Robbins and E. H. Sargent who did the business under the firm name of Pruyn Robbins and Co. until 1861 when they sold to Mr. P. M. Newton, Mr. Pruyn going to the war and Mr. Sargent to Pithold City with M. H. Thomas, father of Fayette and C. G. Thomas. This was during the oil excitement. They took 50 native cows with them and went into the milk business, the price of milk being from 40 cents down to 25 cents a quart. When it reached 25 cents they sold and came home. 

Mr. Newton sold out to Shepard, Mannsville capitalist, who continued until 1868 and then sold to Willis A. Harding and E. H. Sargent, who under the firm name of Sargent & Harding, continued until 1878. Much of this time they had to have a wholesaler’s license (required when a firm sold $40,000 a year or over). January 21, 1878 Mr. Harding’s interest was bought by F. N. Sargent, then 18 years old, and continued under the firm name of E. H. Sargent & Son until January 9, 1912.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
March 12, 2010
Photo: This is such a unique photo I had to share it before all of our snow was gone and is titled “Clearing the sidewalks of snow” on North Main Street, Sandy Creek
The first fire in 1828 burned the tannery established by John B. Smith in 1826. 

Now a quiet bushy slope leading towards what was called “the Glen” a lovely creek carved, mini woods world which stretches well west of Sandy Creek along the Little Sandy, the creek bank just west of today’s Main Street Bridge once hummed with activity as a tannery and later as the site of the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company. 

A Sandy Creek News article explains the work of this tannery: “The hides would be washed in a special vat, then moved to a green lime vat where heavy concentrations of bacteria which infested the old liming solutions used there would attack the fleshy net skin left on the hides at butchering as well as the outer hair. The hides would be moved from the green lime to progressively purer lime solutions over several days time. Then, they were rewashed and cleaned of loose residue. The cleaning process involved beaming (scraping off hair), fleshing (removal of the net skin), and scudding (working the hide under heavy pressure to squeeze out as much dirt as possible). A thorough rinsing then prepared the hides for the tanning itself.”

“Numerous vats of progressively stronger tannic solutions and conversely less handling and moving of the hides would be used in three time consuming steps. In coloring, the hides would be suspended on rods in deep vats of very week tannic solution and were moved several times a day to be sure that the whole surface of each hide came in contact with the solution. The next step was ‘handling’ in which piles of hides would be soaked, drained and moved every two days or so, to increasingly more acid solutions. The third and longest tanning process was ‘laying away’ where the hides were piled up flat in strong solutions with extra tan dust (fine bark grindings). There they would stay for weeks at a time until the master tanner judged them to be properly ripened.”

“In the finishing process the tanned hides would be thoroughly washed, then worked with special hand tools to cut the ‘bloom’, a chemical which if left on the surface of the leather would eventually destroy it. The leather would then be stored for curing. It could be rewashed and reworked as many times as necessary, depending on the quality of leather wanted. The tanner also curried the leather working oil and grease into the surface to make it strong and pliable. The tanning of heavy skins could take from three and a half to five months to produce thick shoe-sole leather. Lighter, more pliable leathers for betting or harnesses might take as long as seven to ten months to produce. The bunches of hair were washed, dried and bagged to be used in mixing well-bounded plaster for finishing interior walls. (if you have ever tried to remove the plaster in an old house you know how effective that bonding could really be)”

“A water wheel to power the bark grinder, a second lower dam to back the water up into the numerous vats for liming and tanning, with sluices and walkways between, working, washing and storage areas were all part of the tan yard. Construction itself must have taken some time and many special skills, but there is no way of knowing exactly what the first ‘extensive tannery’ complex looked like. The fires which were used to boil the tanning liquid (probably in large kettles over open fire pits in that primitive era) being so near the flammable bark and hides made any tannery a fire prone business and in 1828, Mr. Smith’s hard built factory went up in flames. He simply rebuilt and kept the tannery going, his ‘Yankee’ determination and ingenuity rising to the occasion.”

“In 1831, William Cottrell, a boot and shoe manufacturer moved from Copenhagen, New York to Sandy Creek to be near the supply of leather which he needed for his business. (The Cottrell home was rebuilt in 1895 as part of Kessler’s Store, the boot and shoe factory stood on the site of the old Sandy Creek Firemen’s Hall) The two businesses, tannery and shoe factory were destined to go hand and hand for over a half century.”

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
March 19, 2010
Photo: Early Map of Washingtonville and Sandy Creek Station
One hundred eighty-five years ago on March 24, 1825 the Town of Sandy Creek was formed. The following history was compiled by T. T. Davies and printed in the Centennial Souvenir History in 1925. 
“The town that we now call Sandy Creek became legally so in 1825. From 1807 down to the date just mentioned it was an appendage of the town of Richland, but at the beginning of the year 1825, the population of the north part of Richland was deemed sufficient for a separate municipal organization, and on the 24th day of March, in that year, the town of Sandy Creek was formed, with its present boundaries by an act of the legislature.  The first town meeting was held on the first Tuesday in May of the same year.  It was also suggested that the village be called Washingtonville, but the name never became popular.  It was finally abandoned and the name by which the village is known at present became fully established.”

“The decade between 1820 and 1850 marked real progress in the life of the community.  The log-house with its small windows and rough interior and scanty furniture had to give place to more pretentious dwellings.  Homes, commodious and comfortable, were erected on farms and in the village.  Roads were surveyed and travel became easier, which brought the people in closer touch with the outside world.  Among the new comers of the decade was Jotham Newton, father of Pitt M. Newman, who was born on the Ridge Road in 1825, Leman Baldwin, Miles Blodgett, William H. Bellinger, Herman M. Stevens, Leander Tifft, John Wilder and others.  Mr. Blodgett conducted a tannery in the southeast corner of the town for fifty years.”

“In the decade which followed, mention should be made of John Edwards, and his son, Alfred, Hon. Andrew S. Warner , William H. Cottrell, Joel Morey, Ira Oyer, William Stevens, Newton M. Thompson and Col. Thomas S. Meacham, who were boosters among their fellow townsmen.  Hon Andrew S. Warner was a true leader, and elected member of the Assembly, and later became State Senator, and during the Civil War was Colonel of the 147th N. Y. Volunteers.”
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
March 26, 2010
Photo: Halsey Market Fire, 1967
The past few columns have been about the Sandy Creek and Lacona Fire Departments as they celebrate 125 years (1885-2010) of service to this community. This column will feature some of the fires fought in Lacona.

The village of Lacona lost the Tifft Block in the spring of 1880 which stood on the ground later occupied by the Odd Fellows; September 1881 the freight house and residences of George Wimple, W. J. Stevens, A. N. Harding, Frank Baker and the big wood pile owned by the railroad company burned. The Fuller Drug Store and the Brown Block, the main business section of Lacona, were burned March 1885; the Hunt Block, February 18, 1896; Rice’s Brewery in 1897; the store of Brainard Tifft and Luther Tilton on July 4, 1885. The Lacona Cheese factory burned May 10, 1914.

Fire of unknown origin broke out in the Sancona Mill and burned undiscovered until about 8:20 (August 25, 1945) Saturday night when John Hollis and the sons of Jack Weisenburger passing on the way to the fair noticed the flames and an alarm was phoned from the home of George W. Corse across the street. A parade of twelve fire companies had just come to a halt on the Sandy Creek Fairgrounds as a part of the Firemen’s Day program, when the siren sounded. All the companies, most of them equipped with pumpers and hose, rushed to the scene. Lacona firemen were the first to get a stream of water on the fire, pumping from the bridge. Also located from the bridge were the pumpers of the Mexico, Dexter, Hannibal and Parish Fire Companies, all of whom were directing streams of water towards the northeast section of the mill where the fire broke out and gained such headway before discovery. The Sandy Creek Fire Department laid hose from the hydrant by SCCS, Pulaski from the hydrant by the Baptist Church and Adams from the hydrant by the Dr. H. L. Hollis residence. 

The Richland and Orwell chemical trucks were stationed on Academy Street to cover the storage sheds on the north side of the creek, the Obleman home and nearby property.

Fire spread into the front part of the office, and firemen directed a large stream of water into this section of the building, driving the fire back from there and from the western end of the plant. 

The water was low in the creek making it necessary for the firemen to build a small dam to impound enough water for pumping. It is believed that much of the water poured into the building, ran back into the creek and was used repeatedly. Some difficulty was experienced with small trout being sucked into the hose, the trout having been planted in the stream a short time ago. 
In March of 1942 a large two-story structure housing a billiards parlor and a barber shop on Main Street, Lacona and owned by Harry Roche who had living quarters upstairs was destroyed by fire. Also destroyed by fire was a millinery shop next door that was owned for years by Rose Rounds who lived where Ken and Nellie Whiting now reside. A grocery store, owned by Martin Presley, on the west side of the large building was gutted at the same time. This however, was repaired and is now a part of the Lobello Apartments. Thus, the first parking lot in Lacona was created. 

Early in the 1960’s, Ed Seweryneuk family had three barns burn. The first in 1962, was a large dairy barn; the second in June 1964, was a secondary but still large barn and the third in September 1964, was a brand new barn which had been built to replace the barn burned in 1962. The fire department was at this fire for the better part of two days.

Also, in July 1964, the department responded to a fire at the William Bumpus farm, formerly the Glenn Perrigo farm on the Orwell Road. Upon arriving, five buildings were found to be fully involved, one being a large dairy barn and the house also beginning to burn. The house was the only building to be saved. 

In March of 1967, fire was discovered in the basement of the Halsey’s Market on Main Street, Lacona. This building being of balloon type construction was within minutes fully involved. It was a complete loss thereby enlarging the original parking lot. When the Halsey Store burned, it had a common wall with Wheeler’s Drug Store. When county fire coordinators found heavy smoke in the second floor and attic of the drug store, they advised opening the roof and ventilating the building – backed up with hoses. This would have done much water damage and destroyed all inventory. The Lacona Department officers refused to do this and it should be noted that the drug store was open for business within a week. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days” and I will be working from home on the snowy winter days. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
April 2, 2010
Photo: This lithograph map published in 1854 by Gillett, Matthews and Company of Philadelphia was drawn from actual survey maps made by Samuel Geil. While there are some discrepancies such as a too short Franklin Street and a stretching of North Main Street between the Lake Street intersection and the creek, it shows some of the pioneer businesses and residential properties located here before the many fires that destroyed parts of our village.
I recently spoke at the Central New York Genealogical Society on the topic of Historians. Our town is 185 years old this year and our first historian was Nanette Hamer who was appointed in the 1920’s, probably before 1925 since that was the first documented artifact listed in the history collection. About 1927, the original copy of the 1845 census was found in a home and from that the names were taken and put into the newspaper asking for information on the families. The series was called “Sketches.” Much of the genealogy we have today began with this Sketches newspaper article. 

Each historian since has put their efforts towards a different area of historic preservation. One wrote a book about our first 100 years as a town in 1925 and so began a series of local history books. Another researched the houses in the villages and several wrote newspaper columns. The two previous to my appointment worked from the local library and mostly did genealogy. My appointment in 2001 brought all town records back to the town hall from homes and the library (except copies of the genealogies which I left at the library) and through a grant built a fire-safe room and re-housed all records and artifacts. The grants I have written since continue to secure and preserve these records. 
The past few columns have been about the Sandy Creek and Lacona Fire Departments as they celebrate 125 years (1885-2010) of service to this community. 

This Village of Sandy Creek 1854 lithographed map appeared in the “Yesterday’s Album” column written by past historian, Marie K. Parsons and shows pioneer businessmen  in the village: 1. Cheese Boxes; 2. Jerome Hadley; 3. Saw Mill; 11. B. F. Salisbury Hotel; 12. Salisbury and Wilder’s Saw Mill; 13. Tannery; 14. & 15. J. B. Smith; 16. M. & T. Salisbury Grist Mill; 17. P. M. Newton’s Store; 19.-20. Orrin House; 21. Calvin Seeley Store & P. O.; 23-25. W. D. Ferguson, Mill Wright; 26. C. Seeley Hotel; 27-30. W. H. Cottrell, Boots & Shoes; 32. J. S. Thompson, Dentist; 33.-34. John Davis, Carriage Manufacturer; 35 & 36. Stores; 42. Baptist Church; 43. School House; 44. is probably the Oren R. Earl residence; 45. is the old brick school house; 46. J. Davis dwelling; 47. L. Baldwin, builder; 48. M. Jewell, Mill Wright; 49. Dr. J. A. Thompson. All other buildings marked on the original map are unidentified.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita

[image: image13.jpg]Lake St.





Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
April 9, 2010
Photo: This lithograph map published in 1854 by Gillett, Matthews and Company of Philadelphia was drawn from actual survey maps made by Samuel Geil. While there are some discrepancies it shows some of the pioneer businesses and residential properties located here before the many fires that destroyed parts of our village.
This section of Washingtonville shows South Main Street. The curve in Railroad Street (Harwood Drive) in not a quirk but shows the original roadway which followed the edge of the creek bank. In this area the map is telescoped making identification of modern dwellings somewhat hazy.

Listed on last week’s map: numbers 26 (a hotel owned by Calvin Seeley) and 27 (part of the property of W. H. Cotrell). The structure on the Cotrell corner was later the home of E. H. Sargent and was remodeled into Kessler’s Store in 1895. 

The properties identified are: 56. J. King; 59. Dr. A. L. Thompson; 60. M. Pruyn; 61. Blacksmith shop; 62. J. King, Merchant Taylor; 66. Pruyn & Alton’s Store (California Block); 67. M. Salisbury, Esq.; 68. H. Scripture; 70. E. Munro; 72. Congregational Church; 73. P. M. Newton; 78. Parsonage (Methodist); 79. J. Thompson 2nd Farming Implements; 82-83. E. Wilder, Esq., Builder; 86. Methodist Church; 87. Wool Carding by J. M. Hooker.

Such a partial listing may be the result of including only the names of those property owners who “subscribed” – that is literally underwrote -  the cost of publishing the map. This method was used to produce the 1877 and 1895 county histories.

April Fool’s Day, also called All Fools' Day, has been celebrated for several centuries by different cultures, its exact origins remain a mystery. Some historians speculate that April Fools' Day dates back to 1582, when France switched from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar, as called for by the Council of Trent in 1563. People who were slow to get the news or failed to recognize that the start of the ‘new year’ had moved to January 1 and continued to celebrate it during the last week of March through April 1 became the butt of jokes and hoaxes. 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
April 16, 2010
Photo: This lithograph map published in 1854 by Gillett, Matthews and Company of Philadelphia was drawn from actual survey maps made by Samuel Geil. While there are some discrepancies it shows some of the pioneer businesses and residential properties located here before the many fires that destroyed parts of our village.
Sandy Creek Station (Lacona) was not a part of Washingtonville as far as the natives were concerned, but the lithographer of the 1854 county map included the area around the three year old Rome & Watertown Railroad as part of the village map. This final section begins: 87. Joseph M. Hooker’s Wool Carding Mill; 88. M. L. May; 89. G. W. Harding, builder; 90. Saw Mill; 91. Newell Hine; 92. H. Daly Hotel; 93. Miss Davis; 94. Wagon Shop; 95. Blacksmith Shop; 96. G. Bates; 97. T. C. & A. N. Harding Store; 98. Railroad Depot; 99. A. B. Titus, Furnace-man; 100. W. C. Hudson, Boots & Shoes; 107. Reuben Salisbury Grist Mill.

In surrounding communities Lacona was known as ‘Shavings Corners’ perhaps because of the heaps of shavings or sawdust from the numerous saw mills in the village or the extensive piles of bark at the tannery. As late as 1862, Lacona was listed on a town map as Sandy Creek Station. The post office was established there March 3, 1865 as East Sandy Creek and changed on September 12, 1870 to Lacona. Julius S. Robbins was the first postmaster. From September 13, 1837 to February 7, 1840 there was also a post office at Pine Ridge, the scattering of houses, mills, schoolhouse, graveyard and brickyard in the Seeley or Noyes District on the South Ridge Road. Calvin Seeley was the postmaster there. (MKP)

The farm book 2010 documenting farming in Sandy Creek/Boylston is coming along. There will be no second edition. This will be the only version of the book to be printed so if readers have photos or information please get them to Boylston historian Rita Rombach (387-5471) or to me at the Sandy Creek History Center (387-5456 x 7). We are looking for any and all information on these families and farms. Your photos can be scanned and given back to you while you wait and other documentation can be copied and returned to you immediately. A research copy will remain at the History Center and a much smaller version will be made available for sale and will most likely debut at the Oswego County Fair.

I am sad to report the death of a colleague and friend, Richland Hamlet Historian George O. Widrig.  I called George many times to answer questions concerning the Ridge Road and the families who settled there. Also called the “Old Stage Coach Road” and later known as the Ridge Road it was in existence since 1800 and used by the Militia and Military forces from Rome - Fort Stanwix to Sackets Harbor during the War of 1812. Prior to 1800 the road was used by the Oneida Indians to travel north. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.  

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
April 23, 2010
Photo: An early view of Lacona Depot

As readers of this column will recall, last fall we placed our first historic marker on the Rohrmoser property off Route 11. This marker shows the “Home of the Big Cheese” created on this farm in 1835 by Col. Thomas Meacham for President Andrew Jackson. According to old account books kept by the Colonel and found many years later, the cost of making and delivering the cheese was $1200. Four more large cheeses, each of 700 pounds were manufactured and delivered to Vice-President Van Buren, Governor Marcy and the Mayors of New York City and Rochester.

An account of this story can be found in a book written by Hayes Johnson, “The Working White House.” A housekeeper told of the stain left on the floor by the oozing cheese and she was sure the varmints at the White House were there because of the cheese. 

By May 2010 we will install the next marker (2nd of 3) at the Lacona Depot. 
The Lacona Depot was the hub of village activity for more than a century. The Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg (RWO) Rail line was completed through East Sandy Creek (Lacona) in the spring of 1851 and a depot opened in November of 1872. In 1891 the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad purchased the RWO and replaced the original depot with the present building. 

The Sandy Creek News noted on April 16, 1891, “Natural gas is being put into the R. W. & O. Depot today by the Sandy Creek Oil & Gas Company.” And “Somewhere in the neighborhood of 1,000 school ‘marms’ arrived in town Monday morning by the first train.”

According to a souvenir pamphlet published for the centennial celebration of the Town of Sandy Creek in 1925, “one of the factors that materially contributed to the prosperity of the town was the entrance of the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Rail line through the village of Lacona…with better facilities in transportation, new enterprises were encouraged and helpful industries were introduced.”

Summer residents traveled by train to stay at camps on Sandy Pond. Not only were passengers traveling daily through the depot but the mail for the two post offices was brought and sent on the train and local farmers sent milk and eggs to outside markets. The area’s two largest industries, Blount Lumber Company and Corse Press, utilized the train station for their products. Blount Lumber Company shipped their hardwood flooring and baby bathinettes out on the train. The Corse Press, a publishing company, shipped their magazine out from this station.

On February 20, 2002 the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation notified us that the Depot had been listed on the National Register of Historic Places. As you may know, the National Register is the nation’s official list of properties worthy of preservation.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Historians’ Corner
April 30, 2010
Sanborn Maps are large-scale plans containing data that can be used to estimate the potential risk for urban structures. This includes information such as the outline of each building, the size, shape and construction materials, heights, and function of structures, location of windows and doors. The maps also give street names, street and sidewalk widths, property boundaries, building use, and house and block numbers. Founded in 1867 by D. A. Sanborn, the Sanborn Map Company was the primary American publisher of fire insurance maps for nearly 100 years.

For the villages of Sandy Creek and Lacona Sanborn maps are available for these years: 1885, 1890, 1898, 1906, 1911 and 1929.

The 1890 map shows a population of 1200, no steam and 2 hand engines, water facilities not good and prevailing winds from the west. East First Street is called Corn Street. The north and south corners of Lake Street show ruins from fires. The California Block of businesses is 36 years old. The business block on North Main Street housed the Oren R. Earl bank and other stores. The wooden building to the north of the bank originally housed a store on the ground floor and a town meeting hall on the upper floor, complete with a bell tower for the town bell. Heading down Railroad Street (Harwood Drive) the Watkins House with its Mansard roof, added in 1885, is shown, L. Baldwin Sash and Blind, and the M. E. Church. The 1890 map shows Lacona, celebrating its tenth year as a village,  the Lacona Tannery, S. H. Barlow Sash and Blind, the Central Hotel, Lacona House, the Railroad and the bustling business district. 

The farm book 2010 documenting farming in Sandy Creek/Boylston is coming along. There will be no second edition. This will be the only version of the book to be printed so if readers have photos or information please get them to Boylston historian Rita Rombach (387-5471) or to me at the Sandy Creek History Center (387-5456 x 7). We are looking for any and all information on these families and farms. Your photos can be scanned and given back to you while you wait and other documentation can be copied and returned to you immediately. A research copy will remain at the History Center and a much smaller version will be made available for sale and will most likely debut at the Oswego County Fair.

We’ve moved! Last week we moved back into the Town Hall 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
May 7, 2010
Photo: Great picture of Stevens District Schoolhouse 1945

While researching for an upcoming local history book, the farm book included, I find many interesting articles and family histories. The most interesting are the old obituaries, and that of Edwin R. Ackerman is no exception. It reads: Among the Christian epitaphs upon the tombs of the first century are inscribed the following: “Weep not my child, death is not eternal.” “He was borne away by angels.” “He sleeps but lives.” “He went to God.”

He “sleeps but lives” is essentially true of Edwin R. Ackerman who passed away Friday afternoon March 2, 1923 at his daughters home, Mrs. Fred L. Guy, Lacona, N.Y. For several weeks as he lingered on the border land, he had expressed a longing to meet again the companions of other days, whom he had “loved long since, and lost awhile.” He had no fear of the transition and thus he desired to depart and enter into God’s rest. 

Mr. Ackerman was born June 1850 at Herkimer, being one of eight children born to John and Kathryn (Fox) Ackerman, he being the last surviving member of his father’s family. His parents moved to Boylston when the virgin forest attracted enterprising and aggressive settlers to that vicinity. His father, who was a man of iron will and business acumen, encountered the hardship incident to pioneer life and worked heroically to convert a wilderness into useable and productive land. 

The departed settled on a farm at Boylston Center where also he conducted a general store until the death of his wife, which occurred about four years ago. Since then his home has been with his daughter, Mrs. Guy and his son Elmer Ackerman who tenderly and lovingly cared for him during his declining years. His latter days were made sweet and peaceful by reason of their love and devotion. 

His funeral was held Monday, March 5 at 2 pm at his daughters’ home, Rev. T. T. Davies officiating. The body was committed to the vault at Woodlawn Cemetery, burial to be made in the spring at the Wesleyan Cemetery. The floral tribute from loved ones was extensive and beautiful. 

He was a man well thought of by those who enjoyed his confidence and friendship. Retiring in his makeup, yet to his intimate companions he revealed traits of character that were noble, generous and good. He acted on the square, honorable in his dealings, upright in his conduct and faithful in his discharge of his duties. It was said by one who had known him for years that duplicity and underhandness were foreign to his nature. He was a friend in need and a friend indeed.
His wife, Sarah (Bartlett) Ackerman was born at Massachusetts in 1861 and died Tuesday, May 27, 1919. She was one of a family of seven boys and girls, a brother in the west being the only surviving one of the seven. When quite young she was united in marriage to Edwin Ackerman and about 25 years ago they bought his fathers’ grocery store at North Boylston and moved it to Boylston Center where they have since conducted a general store. Mrs. Ackerman or “Aunt Sarah” as she was known by her friends and neighbors, possessed a cheerful and uncomplaining disposition and was loved and honored by all who knew her. Her husband had been an invalid for a number of years, leaving with her all the care of the store and home. She had been in failing health for about two years, suffering from Brights disease, but for the past week had rapidly grown worse until the end came on Tuesday morning. 

The farm book documenting farming in Sandy Creek/Boylston is coming along. There will be no second edition. This will be the only version of the book to be printed so if readers have photos or information please get them to Boylston historian Rita Rombach (387-5471) or to me at the Sandy Creek History Center (387-5456 x 7). We are looking for any and all information on these families and farms. Your photos can be scanned and given back to you while you wait and other documentation can be copied and returned to you immediately. A research copy will remain at the History Center and a much smaller version will be made available for sale and will most likely debut at the Oswego County Fair.

We’ve moved! Last week we moved back into the Town Hall 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
May 14, 2010
Photo: Ray Lindsey, Lake Road, West Sandy Creek
Research for the Farm Book continues and in this column we document what we know about the Lindsey Farm and this early pioneer family. 

The 1854 map of Washingtonville/Sandy Creek shows Asa, Cordess, Ellis, Robert and Stephen Lindsey as farming within the town limits.

The 1917-1918 Farm Directory lists Gilford and Myra Lindsey owning 100 acres, RD #1 Sandy Creek; Ray and Lora Lindsey ‘working on shares’ on 170 acres, dairy farm, RD#1 Sandy Creek; Jay and Ruth Lindsey owning 33 acres, “Bayview”  RD#2 Sandy Creek, and sold poultry, eggs and fish.

This family is first recorded in Sandy Creek in 1803. Stephen Lindsey who was born March 22, 1759 in Connecticut was of Scottish descent. He served in the Revolutionary War enlisting four times between 1776 and 1779. In the spring of 1803 with William Skinner he journeyed from Augusta in Oneida County to what is now the Town of Sandy Creek and they were the first white men to settle here. Lindsey brought his wife, Sally (McNitt) Lindsey and children. Their young daughter, Eunice, born in 1791, died during the summer of 1803, becoming the first death to take place in the Town of Sandy Creek. This family settled in the northwestern part of the township (near Lindsey Creek) where they lived until the time of their deaths, Stephen dying August 14, 1846 and Sally October 25, 1833. They had a family of eight children: Priscilla, Stephen, Eunice, Robert, Sarah, William, Hiram and Ira.

Their son, Robert Lindsey, built a tavern (near the old Center Church, today near the Church Mouse) that was for many years a popular spot of the Lake area. His first marriage was to Hannah Skellton, but after her death on September 10, 1827, he married Harriet Briggs. Robert and Hannah had three children and Robert and Harriet had nine children. One of the children was Capt. Stephen Lindsey (1822-1895) who sailed the Great Lakes and had a farm on the lower Lake Road. He married Freelove Reynolds (1825-1912). Their children were Gilford Lindsey (1850-1929) who married Myra Farman (1853-1936) and an adopted son Ray (Fry) Lindsey (1895-1972) (Ray was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fry who came from England – Mrs. Fry died while Ray was a small child) who married Lora Weed (1895-1965). Ray and Lora had five children: Harwood, Harmon, Leo Raymond, Nellie Marie and Melva. 
Today, 207 years after Stephen and Sally Lindsey came to this town, the Lindsey family descendents remain active in the community and the original farm property is still owned by family. 
The Coterie Club will be dedicating the Carillon System in the Lacona Clock Tower on Sunday May 16, 2010 at 2 P.M. Cake and punch will be served afterwards at the Lacona/Sandy Creek Village offices on Park Street in Lacona.

A Memorial Day Program will be held on Monday, May 31. Contact David Lizotte, Commander of VFW Post #8534 or Parade Marshall Lawrence Goins for more information. A Service of Tribute will be held at 10 A.M. at the Wesleyan Cemetery, at 10:30 at Woodlawn Cemetery and 11:00 at the Sandy Creek Village Green; followed by formation of Parade; at the bridge for those lost at sea; and finally the Memorial Service at the VFW Post, Lacona.

We’ve moved back to the Town Hall on Harwood Drive! The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Historians’ Corner
May 21, 2010
Photo: Cheese Factory at Lacona

The founder of the first American cheese factory is said to have been Jesse Williams of Hyland Mills, near Rome, N.Y., who in 1851 started the practice of collecting sweet milk from nearby farms and making cheese at his home. He invented machinery, aided in the erection of other factories and trained numbers of cheese makers. Cheese factories were still unknown in this vicinity however and were therefore looked upon as an experiment. A monument was placed on the site of what the Rome Historical Society says was the house where in 1851 Williams started the practice of collecting sweet milk from nearby farms and began making cheese. The inscription reads in part “Williams, for the first time in the history of American dairying, converted sweet milk into cheese at a central plant. He invented cheese making machinery which he did not patent but gave to posterity”

The first cheese factory in this vicinity and also according to tradition, the first north of the vicinity of Utica, was built in the northwestern corner of the town of Orwell soon after the close of the Civil War, by Samuel N. Blodgett, brother of the late Miles Blodgett and father of M. S. Blodgett of Watertown, Fred Blodgett of Boonville, Mrs. J. J. Hollis, Mrs. N. B. Sage and the grandfather of Mrs. Claude A. Hill of Hackensack, N. J.  In those days cheese factories were unknown here, farmers being accustomed to manufacturing the milk from their own dairies into cheese. Every farmhouse where a large dairy was kept had its rooms for manufacture and storage of cheese. 

Samuel N. Blodgett had learned cheese making in the early 1860’s and had read about the new process of making cheese in factories. After working for a while in one of these pioneer Herkimer County cheese factories Mr. Blodgett built a small factory just over the Orwell line and after making cheese there for a year decided to locate in Lacona. He sold the first factory which was taken down and moved to North Boylston where as high as 29 cheese were made in a day. This North Boylston factory was later moved opposite the North Boylston Church where it finally burned.  

For his new factory Mr. Blodgett selected a site on the creek flats north of the Lacona feed store, later the Stevens Milling plant, then he started out with a paper to obtain the signatures of farmers who would pledge themselves to draw milk to his factory. The factory was erected and put in running order early the following spring, the business increasing until large loads of milk were being drawn in from adjoining towns as well as Sandy Creek. He continued to operate the factory until his death, although he was by that time engaged in other activities and did not devote his full time to making cheese. 

Soon after Samuel Blodgett’s death a young man by the name of Irving Finster purchased the Lacona factory. He had much to contend with in the way of opposition for during the last few years as brush and timber were cleared from the pastures dairies began to increase in size and other cheese factories were built. Notwithstanding all this competition Mr. Finister began, in what had then dwindled to a small factory, to add to the number of patrons until this cheese factory once more drew to its patronage farmers from all sections of the town. 

The Sandy Creek News in 1886 asserted that the section immediately within the jurisdiction enjoyed the distinction of producing the finest cheese manufactured in the United States, and that from Sand Bank to Adams, the factories were better known to the London dealers than they were to Sandy Creek News readers. “It is the uniform rule among cheese buyers to pay from 1/8 to ½ a cent above the Utica ruling for cheese made in this section,” observed the Sandy Creek News. Herkimer and Oneida Counties are usually considered the best in the state, but our superior water and the luxuriant grasses that are produced on our hillsides enable us to produce a much better cheese than any other section. I. E. Finster of the Lacona factory attributes it entirely to other causes. 
A Memorial Day Program will be held on Monday, May 31. Contact David Lizotte, Commander of VFW Post #8534 or Parade Marshall Lawrence Goins for more information. A Service of Tribute will be held at 10 A.M. at the Wesleyan Cemetery, at 10:30 at Woodlawn Cemetery and 11:00 at the Sandy Creek Village Green; followed by formation of Parade; at the bridge for those lost at sea; and finally the Memorial Service at the VFW Post, Lacona.

We’ve moved back into the Town Hall 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Historians’ Corner
May 28, 2010
Photo: Sage/Salisbury Factory #1 (photo 1920’s)
The Sage Cheese Factory, also known as “Salisbury Factory #1, was built in 1865 by Charles R. Suydam on the north slope of Sage Hill by a fresh water spring which had originally been on property “taken up” by members of the Meacham family. Philo Sage, who lived on the east side of the road, opposite the spring, was the neighborhood pioneer, thus the name of the hill. While it was once believed that Samuel Blodgett’s cheese factory, built about 1866, in the northwest corner of the town of Orwell, was the earliest such industry in the Sandy Creek area, the diary of Lewis C. Wilder documents the prior establishment of the Suydam factory. “April 13, 1865…afternoon up to Mr. Suydam’s to a raising (frame, raising bee) he raised a cheese factory he expects to run a factory of one thousand cows. (able to process milk from 1,000 cows) May 5….went to Charles Adams to the cheese factory meeting. The proper officers for the association were selected, all went off pleasantly.”

Mr. Wilder drew butter and cheese from the cheese factory to the railroad and noted prices of 13 7/8 cents per pound for cheese and 26 cents per pound for butter in June 1865. In the 1880’s Brayton Salisbury, a native of Orwell, and an expert cheesemaker from the time of his youth, purchased the former Suydam factory. 

The Sage/Salisbury Cheese factory was the economic hub of the west Sandy Creek farming community throughout the twenty five years before World War 1. Dairy farming had finally become a science, and especially in the north east, more and more family farms were specializing in dairy production. When in the fall of 1908, Salisbury wanted to quit cheese making and close the factory, the local farmers raised enough money to purchase his interest in the factory. (The Union Cheese & Butter Company of Sandy Creek, N.Y.)The farmer owned operation continued to function into the 1930’s. 
More interesting history we found while researching the Farm Book: 
The Brown House/Woodruff Homestead, on Center Road, just west of the Snyder Road was built in 1837. There is a very old central fireplace in the oldest part of the house which probably dates from the 1820’s. The front part of the house was built by Elisha Woodruff. According to oral tradition, his family helped some black Americans to secure their freedom by going south to purchase young slaves, then setting them free in New York State after they had worked off their purchase price. 

Ed “Tink” Hadley, a local wit said, “One should visit the Boylston hills to find deep snow, stated that he had driven there a few days previous and while passing a farm house saw a woman digging deep into a snow drift. Upon inquiring the reason she told him she was digging for four year old snow as it did not take as much soap to do the family washing!”
During the month of May my thought always go to our veterans and the sacrifice they have made for our freedom. Please take a moment to thank a veteran for their service to this country. 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

The History Center volunteers and I wish to extend our deepest sympathy to the family of Judge Jim Maring. He always had a smile and a good word to share and we enjoyed coffee and cookies with him every Friday. We will miss him.
We’ve moved back into the Town Hall 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Historians’ Corner
June 4, 2010
Photo: Margaret Kastler has again taken on the responsibility of planting flowers in all our cemeteries. Andy Zahler has marked all veterans’ graves with flags and our town road crew has built new flower boxes to replace the old ones from many years ago. Thank you, Thank you!
Whatever happened to the 1890 Census? The 1890 census was begun on 1 June 1890. The enumeration was to be completed within thirty days, or two weeks for communities with populations of more than 10,000. When a basement fire in the Commerce Building in Washington, D.C. destroyed most of the 1890 federal census, a valuable source of information was lost to researchers of America's past.
Some have incorrectly stated that New York took a census in 1892 because the 1890 Federal census was destroyed by fire. The truth is that the 1890 census wasn't destroyed until January 10, 1921. The census for 1892 is not as helpful as the previous census. It does not indicate where a family begins and contains no relationships so it is difficult to determine if people of another surname are part of the previous family. It only asks for a country of birth, not a State or New York County. 
However, it does give us the names of farmers in the Town of Sandy Creek which is helpful in our research of farms within the town before 1900 and certainly before the 1917-1918 Farm Directory information.  Some of the names are familiar to us: Robbins, Howe, Snyder, Cross, Crandall, Zufelt for example. Egbert Covey is listed as a carpenter, we know him as a Civil War Veteran who is buried in Stevens Cemetery. 
Ancestry.com, with the aid of the National Archives and Records Administration and the Allen County Public Library, now provides the first definitive online substitute for the missing census. More than 20 million records have been identified for inclusion in the collection and additions will be made regularly as they become available for posting. It will include fragments of the original 1890 census that survived the fire, special veterans’ schedules, several Native American tribe censuses for years surrounding 1890, state censuses (1885 or 1895), city and county directories, alumni directories, and voter registration documents. When completed, this collection will be an unparalleled tool for researchers of American ancestors.

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

Remember to thank a Veteran!

We’ve moved back into the Town Hall 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Historians’ Corner
June 11, 2010
Photo: Sally Turo

The History Center has lost a very dear friend and valued volunteer, Sally Turo. Sally has been with me since I took the historians job and although it was getting harder and harder for her to get around, she came in every week. Sally worked on replacing poster boards, the morgue (birth, death, marriage) file, helped with the research of the books we published, identified pictures and always knew who to call for information. Sally always had a story to share about her family and lately pictures of her great-grandchildren. We will miss her terribly. One of the last jobs Sally did was to help with the questionnaire mailings we sent out to obtain information for the upcoming Farm Book which will document local farms.  She would be pleased to know that we already had a questionnaire returned to us from David and Cynthia Rudd; “Heritage Hill Farm.”

In last week’s column I mentioned the 1892 census. The census for 1892 is not as helpful as the previous census. It does not indicate where a family begins and contains no relationships so it is difficult to determine if people of another surname are part of the previous family. However, it does give us the names of farmers in the Town of Sandy Creek which is helpful in our research of farms within the town before 1900 and certainly before the 1917-1918 Farm Directory information.  

These are some of the farmers listed on the 1892 census: Henry Allard, Delos Anderson, Perry Bartlett, Frank Blodgett, Melvina Boss, Ira Briggs, Ranson Bristol, George Brooks, James Brown, Franklin Campbell, Ebenezer Carpenter, Charles Cobb, Edwin Cole, Harrison Cole, Lyndon Cole, Lewis Commins, William Commins, Edward Crandall, Palmer Cross, Elisha Curtis, Jerome Curtis, Edward Davis, George W. Davis, Henry Davis, James Doneberg, David Drummond, Solomon Finster, Frank, Fox, Samuel Gettyman, Asa Goodrich, Frank Goodrich, George Goodrich, James Goodrich, Lorenzo Goodrich, William Goodrich, Milton Green, Stephen Grey, Stephen Gurley, Daniel Hadley, Augustus Hall, Daniel Hamer, David Hamer, Phineas Hamer, Benjamin Hedger, Lillie Hedger, Sanford Hedger, David Hogan, John J. Hollis, John J. Hollis Jr., Wilber F. Jamerson. To be continued…
This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, bring all pertinent research materials and please speak clearly when leaving a name and phone number, I have been unable to return a phone call because I did not get a legible phone number. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

We’ve moved back into the Town Hall 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers,  Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
June 18, 2010
Photo: Balloon Ascension at the Sandy Creek Fair ca. 1890

The Oswego County Fair will run from July 1-5 and Sandy Creek/Lacona will again have a booth at the Heritage Building located at the back of the fairgrounds off Franklin Street. A prototype of the farm book will be available for viewing and additions. Please stop by.

Balloon ascensions were an integral part of many of the Sandy Creek Fairs from the 1860’s until the early 20th century. This photo shows one of the lighter than aircraft nearly inflated to full capacity. A poster on the balloon advertises Carl Meyers Balloon Park (Mohawk, NY) and so the airship was probably one in which ‘Prof.’  Meyers and his wife, Madame Carlotta ascended. Madame Carlotta made many balloon ascensions at the Sandy Creek Fair including one on September 7, 1883, in a balloon named Zepher, with only a swinging board platform instead of the usual sturdy basket suspended from the hot-air filled bag. (MKP)

While researching the Farm Book I find the greatest tid-bits, this one on the Church Mouse, aka Center Methodist Church located on the corner of Co. Rt. 15 and Rt. 3.The article dated 1937 reads:  “ The trustees of the Center Methodist Church on the Scenic Highway have issued notice that bids will be accepted on the church property (buildings and land) during the next thirty days. Several restrictions have been placed on prospective buyers, the trustees being unwilling that the property be used for a dance hall, cider mill, gas station or for the purpose of manufacturing and selling alcoholic liquor.”

Again I had the pleasure of talking to the 4th grade class at Sandy Creek School. These students focus on the growth of New York State history from pre-history through the Civil War with the focus on this state and our community. The children came to the town hall this time and after viewing local artifacts and hearing about the history of their town each child received a packet to review at home. All were encouraged to visit the History Center or library during summer vacation for more information. Some of the artifacts they saw included 1812 cannon ball (with provenance), an early leather fire pail used to fight fires, Civil War boots worn by a Sandy Creek soldier, Wooden plates made at the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company ( a pre-cursor to paper plates made of wood and veneer), 

an arrowhead and stone Celt (tool) found at Sandy Pond,  a World War I gas Mask with picture of the soldier wearing it, a World War II gas mask, and a world map to show where Mt. Tambora is and explain how the eruption of 1815 played a roll in the lives of people from Sandy Creek. 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

We’ve moved back into the Town Hall 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers, Sally, Irene, Phyllis, Betty, Joyce, Rita
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Historians’ Corner
June 25, 2010
Photo: Elizabeth “Betty” Otis Munson Atkinson. She is a direct descendent of Captain John Otis who fought in the War of 1812

What do you know about the War of 1812 or how to research for your ancestors records? June 2012 will be the 200th anniversary. 

The War of 1812 was fought between the United States and Great Britain from June 1812 to the spring of 1815, although the peace treaty was signed in Europe December 1814. The main land fighting of the war occurred along the frontier of the Great lakes and St. Lawrence River along the Canadian border, in the Chesapeake Bay region, and along the Gulf of Mexico; extensive action also took place at sea.

This account is taken from the History of Oswego County, New York 1877. “When the War of 1812 broke out, the people of Sandy Creek, being on the immediate frontier, were kept in a continual tremor. From the lake-shore they could see the enemy’s vessels sweeping over the adjoining waters, now driving the American craft into their harbors, now in turn pursued by Chauncey’s increased fleet. Mrs. Robbins recounts the exciting scene which occurred one summer Sabbath, when the people had gathered at Mr. Hinman’s to hear the gospel preached by some wayfaring minister. Suddenly a messenger came galloping up, crying out, “The British have landed and designating the point assailed. Immediately all was confusion, men hurrying away to get their arms, children crying, and women shuddering with terror at the thought of the Indians, whose presence was always taken for granted when British troops appeared at that time.”
“Again and again the militia was called out to repel an attack on Sackets Harbor. There was probably not a man in town of sufficient age that did not perform considerable military service during the two and a half years that the war lasted. Smith Dunlap was captain of the militia company from that section; Nicholas Gurley was lieutenant, Samuel Dunlap ensign and Reuben Hadley orderly sergeant.”
“Late in April 1814, Colonel Mitchell, with a small body of infantry, came marching along the Old Salt Road on their way to defend Oswego from a threatened attack. A few days later came the news that the defense had been unsuccessful and Oswego had been captured. For a while rumors flew thick and fast. On the 29th of May the dwellers in the western part of the town saw the curious spectacle of a body of Oneida Indians, in their war paint and feathers, and accompanied by a few soldiers, marching along the shore of Little Sandy Pond, while those who looked out upon the lake described nearly twenty large and heavy-laden boats, carrying the American flag and impelled northward by hundreds of stalwart oarsmen. It was Woolsey’s flotilla, bearing cannon and stores for Commodore Chauncey’s new ship, “Superior,” as related in the general history.”
“The next morning messengers came hurrying through the country; informing everyone that Woolsey had run up big Sandy Creek, in Ellisburg, that the British were about to follow, and urging all to come to the rescue. The militia were speedily mustered and hastened to the scene of the expected conflict, but none of them arrived the thunder of cannon which startled the whole town from the shore of the lake to the slopes of the Boylston hills, and in the northern part the rattle of small arms could be distinctly heard. The militia, on their arrival, found that every man of the assailing force had been killed or captured. There was no fighting to be done, but some of the Sandy creek men took part in the celebrated feat of carrying to Sackets Harbor on their shoulders the great cable of the “Superior” weighing nearly five tons. When the vessel had been equipped and sent to Sea the British Commander was willing to take a retired position, and the Americans along the lake felt less anxiety about a hostile incursion.”
The Cable Trail is marked by special monuments erected in 1932 by the New York State Chapter of the Daughters of 1812 and the State of New York. Each of the three large granite monuments with a special bronze plaque was placed near the site where the men camped each night. A Battle of Big Sandy was erected in 1926.

The trail runs north from the battle site at the South Landing, past the site of the house used as a hospital for the wounded British, and goes through Ellisburg, Bellville, Roberts Corners, Butterville and Smithville, crossing Route 3 at Purpura Corners to enter the village limits of Sackets Harbor. The Cable Trail markers are located between Ellisburg and Bellville on Route 289, between Roberts Corners and Butterville on County Route 75 and just west of Route 3, also on Route 75. 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

We’ve moved back into the Town Hall 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Historians’ Corner
July 2, 2010
Photo: Cob Morey Farm
O. B. Morey of Fulton wrote: Isaac Morey came to Sandy creek from Rensselaer County some time prior to 1830 and settled in the western part of the town on land now owned by Gilford Lindsey and by Herbert Coon. I remember grandfather telling me the first payment he made on the farm was five dollars and he walked to Pierrepont Manor to make this payment. He cleared the land, 112 acres. At that time it was practically solid woods between there and the lake about two miles distant. His brother Martin Morey, located just across what is called the State Road, nearly opposite Herbert Coon’s, a few rods back from the road. 
Isaac married Mary Ann Seeber and his brother Martin married Pamelia Seeber, both daughters of David Seeber who lived in Boylston at that time somewhere near the William Goodrich farm. The two brothers walked to Boylston to be married, I have heard my grandfather tell, at a double wedding, if I remember correctly. The bride’s mother and father afterwards moved to what is known as Seeber Shore on Sandy Pond. Great grandmother Seeber used to lead me around by the hand. One of my earliest recollections is of her taking baby, as she always called me, out beyond the barn to see some calves. 

Grandfather first built a log house about 100 rods from the road that leads from the White Schoolhouse No. 13 to the lake. Later he erected a frame house near the same location, which in recent years was torn down and used in the house where Gilford Lindsey, the present owner of the farm lives. 

I remember hearing grandfather tell of himself and three others spearing pike on the old bridge rifts a few rods west of the present lower bridge over Little Sandy Creek, and that two of them emptied the boats of fish and filled them with the pine jack, and grandfather did the spearing. He speared 999 pike from the time they could see by jack light until about 2 o’clock in the morning. 

I have an old account book which might be of some interest, in which I find the names of Sidney Baldwin, Ira Joslin, P. Corse, David Ballou, David May and quite a few others. There were also a few prices from 1830-1839; wages were 50 cents per day, sunrise to sunset; potatoes 25 cents a bushel; oats 25 cents; fish 3 ½ cents per pound; a blacksmith for making 8 nails, 12 ½ cents; a woman for sewing for two days 62 ½ cents; making a pair of shoes 50 cents, two pairs of women’s shoes $1.50; one pair of thick boots $1.25. (the boots were made by Reuben Corse in 1831 and 1832) 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

The History Center will have a booth at the Oswego County Fair in the Heritage Building. The fair runs from July 1-July 5.  historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Historians’ Corner
July 9, 2010
Photo: “Neighbors are a very special resource” 1984
Neighbor helping neighbor! Pictured from left to right: Kevin Cummins, Don Ridgeway, Vic Widrig, Allen Widrig, Mark Miller, Roy Pennock, George Cummins, Terry Miller, Bill Jones, Floyd Robbins, Otto Joss, Russell Joss, Randy Weaver and Robert Sievers.

Farm neighbors and friends of Everett and Betty Miller spent a day filling silo for them after Everett slid off the barn roof injuring his back, ankles and wrists.  Tractors, choppers and harvest wagons made short work of the corn harvest. A traditional “threshers dinner” was served up for the volunteer silo-fillers by Mrs. Miller and several other wives.  

This farm was owned by Julian Miller from 1941-1962.  Everett and his wife bought the farm in 1962. A compress gas station was built to sell to Niagara Mohawk but there was not enough pressure so Everett Miller bought and remodeled it into a Sugar House in 1969 and continued the operation until 2007. The cows were sold off in 1990.
The Miller abstract traces this farm from the current owner to before 1933. Everett and Betty bought the property from Julian Miller in 1962;  Julian Miller bought the property from Federal Land Bank of Springfield Massachusetts in 1941; Bert and Belle Halladay were listed  as owners in 1941; Jay and Selina Upton paid the taxes from 1928-1933 and took possession in 1933.
We are still looking to identify and document other farms in the Towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston. The book is getting closer to completion so get your information into me at the Town Hall or to Rita Rombach the Boylston Historian. 

Recently I did an interview on YNN Channel 10 News, Your Hometown News. The total interview took an hour and the segment lasted four minutes, but I feel we did a good job on highlighting Sandy Creek history. 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Historians’ Corner
July 16, 2010

Photo: Historian Cole receiving the Tracy Killam print for the Town of Sandy Creek (Phyllis LeBeau photograph)

This is the original photo taken by Tracy Killam back during the winter of 1950 from which two big enlargements were produced; this original along with one of the enlargements were given to Norma Ellis back in the mid fifties. The other enlargement was given to Tracy’s business neighbor, Doris Kessler on Harwood Drive near Route 11. The photo was taken on the east end of Lake Ontario on Rainbow Shores. Story has it that Tracy waited at his tripod for hours to capture Mother Nature’s power just at the right moment.  The original photo was then given to Norma’s son, Robert who then framed it in 1998, after Norma’s passing in November of 2009, Bob donated it to the Town of Sandy Creek during the 2010 (153rd) County Fair on July 3rd which, ironically, would have been Norma and Art’s 70 anniversary. It is hoped that the talent and patience that was exercised by Mr. Killam 60 years ago will be recognized and appreciated by all who view it.

Bob Ellis
The county fair is over and I am grateful it was not this week with the 95 degree heat. The booth for the Town of Sandy Creek and Lacona included the Town of Boylston as it has the past few years. We showcased the farms in these two towns and the response was good as more information was gleaned from visitors. I am especially grateful to Rita Rombach, Phyllis LeBeau, Margaret Kastler, and Sally Bettinger for their help in “manning” the booth. 
This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  My columns are on the web at http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
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July 23, 2010

Photo: WSCP
A while back I met with Steve Sattler and as we talked over history the history of WSPC Radio came up and he asked if I’d like him to write it down. This history will be printed in this column in two parts. 

A brief history of WSCP Radio Sandy Creek/Pulaski by Steve Sattler: “My wife and our two sons moved to Sandy Creek in the fall of 1969, purchasing a farm on the Hadley Road. I choose Sandy Creek because I was raised on a farm near Tiffin, Ohio and wanted my children to experience being raised around good, honest folks, farm animals and the great outdoors. Carl Burritt’s sign was the first thing I saw when I came into Sandy Creek from I-81 (southbound) and it was at his office that I made my inquiry into farms for sale. He had what we wanted; we bought it and have never regretted the decision. It was my good fortune that I was a field representative for Swan Hose of Bucyrus, Ohio at the time, and as long as my sales were good I could live wherever I wanted as I called on accounts in Upstate New York, New England and Eastern Canada. My oldest son, Stephen W. Sattler, entered Sandy Creek Central School in the fall of 1971 and my wife, Kathleen, and I became involved in Parent/Teacher meetings there, and bagan making friends in the community.”

“During that period there were two things which happened that I felt could have had a different outcome had there been a better, timelier means of communication with the folks within our community. And having been involved in radio broadcasting in college I quickly recognized it as a means to solve this problem. The first one happened when a school teacher, Gloria Clites, was denied tenure at SCCS. She was well liked by her students and her rejection by school administration caused quite an uproar by parents and students alike. Rumors concerning the reason(s) for her rejection abounded, many of them defaming the school principal, Bob Niver. There was no available way to have an open discussion that would reach the people of the area and enable to learn the truth of the matter, and although the ruckus finally died down and Gloria left the area, the pain of the whole episode was very damaging.”

“Around the same time the second thing happened. Our weekly newspaper, The Sandy Creek News, was published every Wednesday. If you wanted something printed in the paper you had to submit it to their office by the Thursday of the week before publication of the next edition. The then Mayor of Sandy Creek, Charley Laschomb, died unexpectedly on a Friday, and was buried on the following Tuesday. The story of his death was reported in the paper a week and a half after he was buried. So, on January the first, 1973, I sat down and wrote to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in Washington and asked them how one went about starting a new radio station. About one month later a truck backed up to our door and began unloading forms. The accompanying note said basically, ‘Fill these out and send them in’. And so it began.”

“One of the papers they sent made reference to Broadcasting Magazine, the mainstay periodical covering the business of radio and TV. I subscribed to it and was able to locate a company that sold station equipment. I contacted them and it wasn’t long before their rep, John Ring, came to see me with a rather large list of what all would be needed to go on the air. He also recommended me to an electronics engineer by the name of Ed Perry of Plymouth, Massachusetts. After meeting with him in his office he set out to determine if an A. M. frequency was available for our area. Once we determined there was one (1070 Mega Hertz) and got an idea of the cost of all the equipment and construction required, I decided to go ahead with the idea if I could find someone who would be my partner and manage the station daily enabling me to continue to sell on the road and bring in the dollars necessary to get the station on the air and ‘nurse it along’ until such time as it became self-sufficient. A meeting was held with Jim Foederer, owner of a local grocery store in Sandy Creek. After due deliberation Jim and his wife, Kathy, decided to sign on board. This done, Jim and I incorporated as Oswego-Jefferson Broadcasting, Inc. and got back to filling out the final forms for the FCC. In August of 1973 we were granted a license to broadcast with the call letters WSCP (“W” indicating east of the Mississippi River and “SCP” denoting the Town of Sandy Creek and the Village of Pulaski) to be continued….

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  My columns are on the web at http://sandycreekny.tripod.com

The power-point grant that was written for the 2009-2010 year has been completed and is ready for viewing. I will have it set up in the meeting room at the Town Hall every Friday in August. Stop by, relax in a cool room and learn a little history of your town and twin villages. 
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Historians’ Corner
July 30, 2010

Photo: Sargents Block, North Main Street, 1890’s view, first home of WSCP (1974)

A while back I met with Steve Sattler and as we talked over history the history of WSPC Radio came up and he asked if I’d like him to write it down. This history will conclude with this column. 

A brief history of WSCP Radio Sandy Creek/Pulaski by Steve Sattler: “In February of 1974, Dave Ridgeway (our station engineer) and I flew to Houston for the annual convention of the National Association of Broadcasters. While there we were able to play one equipment manufacturer off against another until we reached what we believed was the best deal for our package. Although we did decide to buy from our original rep, Jim Ring, we saved something in the neighborhood of $15,000 by in-person competitive bidding. We were so pleased with what we had accomplished the three of us made a side trip to Las Vegas to celebrate. But that’s another story….”

The spring after our return I contracted with Sancona Supply of Sandy Creek to begin converting an office building I owned on Main Street into a radio station. This they did with great aplomb. Equipment began to trickle in and was stacked around waiting for installation. While on a business trip to Boston I interviewed a number of Broadcast Management seniors who were due to graduate from the University of Massachusetts in June. We wound up hiring Rick Benjamin to be our first station program director and Mike Donahue to be our first newsman. Both worked for us for several years before moving on to bigger markets.”

“On Friday, August 9th, 1974 two momentous events transpired. The first one was the day of broadcast by WSCP Radio. The second one was the resignation of Richard Nixon as President of the United States. After conducting interviews with a large number of potential listeners Jim and I confirmed that country music was the most popular music in Oswego and Jefferson Counties and it remained our basic format the entire time we operated the station. We also realized that we needed to concentrate on local news and programs specifically designed to meet the needs of our community. We sought our local personalities to handle both full and part time positions on the air. These included Fred Lewis, Mike White, George Hoffman, Bernie Crandall, Brad Murray and Diana Gardner as well as numerous others. Ella Chrisman was our secretary/receptionist/Jack-of-all-Trades for many years. Jim Foederer handled much of our sales and administrative responsibilities at the station. I got to do the station editorials (called “From Another point of View”) as well as the Sunday morning Beautiful Music Show (that show where every Sunday morning we played music not normally heard on WSCP, Beautiful Music!) Based on this dedication to the needs of our listeners, WSCP did very well, and our staff grew to the point we were forced to seek larger quarters. A friend of the station, Bert Curtiss, owned a recording studio on Route 11 between Sandy Creek and Pulaski and offered to sell it to us. So, around 1977 we purchased his building and redid the inside so it had a main on air studio, a production studio, a studio large enough for groups, a kitchen, and a storage room. In addition, we added new offices for all the staff. Quite a palace compared to our previous accommodations!” 

“WSCP was a delightful thing, concentrating on helping people in our listening area. One of the things I will never forget was not long after we went on air I was in the studios when the phone rang. It was an unidentified lady who was calling us in tears because her cat had been gone for several days and she was afraid something terrible had happened to it. She gave me a description of the animal, where it had last been seen, and her phone number. We put the information out over the air asking folks to call her if they had seen her cat. Ten minutes after she called the first time the lady called back, still in tears. Only this time she was crying because someone had found her cat and brought it back to her! That’s an example of what WSCP radio was dedicated to do; to be a servant to the community.”

“Jim and I ran the station from going on the air in 1974 until the time we sold it in 1987 to some of our employees and others, including Oswego County Clerk George Williams.”
This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 
The power-point grant that was written for the 2009-2010 year has been completed and is ready for viewing. I will have it set up in the meeting room at the Town Hall every Friday in August. Stop by, relax in a cool room and learn a little history of your town and twin villages. Did you know that the California Block, situated where the Library is today, was built using money from the 1849 Gold Rush? Did you know the Dollar Store was once the location of an early school? 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  My columns are on the web at http://sandycreekny.tripod.com

Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Historians’ Corner
August 6, 2010

Photo: Ontario Bay House, Ackerman’s Grove
Although many attempts have been made to change the name of Sandy Pond to something more euphonious, none has been successful. Quoting from the Oswego County History of 1895, “Sandy Creek flows westerly through the town into an arm of Lake Ontario. This arm is nearly landlocked and has been known as Little Sandy Pond, or as North and South Ponds, because of its irregular outlines. It is the only considerable indentation of the coast of Lake Ontario in Oswego County. This Pond, so called was known among its earliest visitors as Wigwam Cove, and those who have studied the locality generally agree that an Indian Village once existed on the adjacent shore. In 1615, Champlain landed a body of French troops and about 300 Huron Indians on the shore of Wigwam Cove. Hiding their canoes in the brushes, he marched to the Onondaga country where he was defeated, and returning, he embarked his forces and went up the River Trent in Canada, thus the name Wigwam Cove.  Wigwam Cove embraces over 1,000 acres while South Cove has an area from 200 to 300. A line of sand, once considered worthless, divides the coves from Lake Ontario and extends along the shore for a distance of five miles, being broken near the middle by an estuary or outlet. This stretch of land has long formed the base of operations against the white fish; as many as 13,000 have been caught in a single haul of the seine. In later years these fish have decreased in numbers, yet the place still maintains its reputation of being one of the best fishing grounds in the Empire State.” A footnote relative to Wigwam Cove reads: “This is a much more euphonious name than the one commonly applied and besides is historically correct.”

When early picnic parties from Sandy Creek went to the “Lake” they often drove by horse and carriage to the “Outlet.” This was at the junction of North and South Ponds and so called because it was near where the outlet from the Pond into the Lake was then located. A house stood there, known as the Outlet House and operated in the early days by Lysander Learned. About 1872 Jacob Best, uncle of Captain George Best, known as the hermit of Wigwam Cove, bought the Outlet house of Arnold Clark who then owned it. It was later purchased and operated for 40 years by Eugene Bartlett. Others who ran the Outlet House were Byron Bassinger, Andrew Nash, Cal Wimple and Frank Tryon. The Syracuse YMCA purchased the property after Mr. Tryon was drowned and operated a summer camp for boys on this site for several years. Donald Munroe tore down the Outlet House with the exception of a small section suitable for a cottage. 

The section east of the Outlet House was the largest development on Sandy Pond with five hotels, Sandy Pond Club House, a store, an ice cream parlor and around 210 cottages. In years past a part of this land was known as Bishop’s Grove, because of the large grove of chestnut trees on this farm, and was purchased by John Bishop about 1866 when he gave up sailing the Lakes. Bishop’s Grove was a popular picnic spot in the 1870’s, 1880’s and 1890’s. 

Aside from the Outlet House, the earliest hotel at the Pond was the Wigwam. Adjoining it on the east was the Philetus Reynolds farm where the Wigwam is now located. This land was cleared in the early 1800’s by Lyman Reynolds, grandfather of Philetus Reynolds. This has been known as the Wigwam shore since Bert Ostrander of Syracuse erected a boarding house, the “Wigwam”, which he successfully operated for more than a quarter of a century.

The Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant 2009-2010 has been completed and is ready for viewing. This power point program features local history through photographs. I will have it set up in the meeting room at the Town Hall every Friday in August from 9am to 3pm and invite you to stop by, relax in a cool room and learn a little history of your town and twin villages. Did you know that the California Block, situated where the Library is today, was built using money from the 1849 Gold Rush? Did you know the Dollar Store was once the location of an early school? Did you know the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company made veneer wooden plates that were the precursor to today’s paper plates? 
We celebrate Pauline Tanner as she turns 100 at the VFW in Lacona on Sunday, August 8 from 2 to 5 PM. Stop by to wish her well and share a memory. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Historians’ Corner
August 13, 2010

Photo: Stevens Milling, Lacona
Work on documenting the Farm Book continues and information is still coming into the History Center. This important project continues a series of local history books published at the History Center documenting our town and villages which has been a labor of love for all involved. This column and the next will document the mills along Little Sandy Creek and was printed in the Sandy Creek News 1937.
A time in the early 1880s when the waters of Little Sandy Creek turned the wheels of no less than seven mills, all within the space of a few miles in the town of Boylston, with as many or more located on the same stream in the town of Sandy Creek, is recalled by Clayton Crandall who as a boy lived within a short distance of the mills on the upper part of the creek. 

Much of the town of Boylston then was still covered with forests which supplied timber in abundance for shingle mills, saw mills, and stave mills, while the creek furnished ample power for grist mills as well. 

Starting at the upper part of the stream, the first mill was that operated by Ransom Tanner, a Civil War Veteran who utilized a plentiful supply of hemlock timber in making shingles. His mill was located near the Boylston Center Road north of the Town Hall, but nothing of it remains today; even the foundations have been washed out by high water.

A half a mile east of what is now the Borden home on the Boylston Center Road, Ira Servis, father of Mrs. Ola Ackerman of Lacona, ran a large stave mill. This also has been swept away, with only a few of the logs which formed the dam remaining to indicate that here was once a busy and profitable enterprise. 

Located next below the other road was a combination saw mill, shingle mill and grist mill owned by Hiram Webb, father of Mrs. James Palmer of Lacona. Mr. Webb was known as a good mechanic and a good carpenter, and he could do fine cabinet work as well; in fact, it was said of him that he could do anything he wanted to lay his hands onto, in the matter of working with wood. He used to do custom grinding in the winters for farmers, who in those days raised most of the feed for their stock. His house, now the home of Herman Loop, still stands but the mill which was located in front has been torn down. Traces of the deep flume which led the water into the mill may still be seen, however. 

About 800 feet above the bridge Dee Smith had a saw mill; his home just west of the mill was where Dan Stowell afterward lived. Mr. Smith was a first class machinist and came to Boylston from Oswego where he formerly worked in the Ames Boiler Factory. He was a fine workman at anything and could do especially good millwright work. His daughter, Dora, married John Outterson who was an older brother of M. M. Outterson. Like the others this mill no longer exists.
William Keeney had a large grist mill above the Keeney Bridge on the lower Boylston Center Road or Moore Road, where the boys of the neighborhood used to like to go on Saturday afternoon to watch him grind. At that time Mr. Keeney was 65 or 70 years old and a very short man, of stocky built and had a heavy gray beard. He was an especially good miller and through the winter had about all he could do. Across the road from the mill was the house where Mr. Keeney lived, his daughter, mother of Jesse and Merton Shoecraft, keeping house for him after the death of his wife. At the time of his death Mr. Keeney lacked four months of being a hundred years old. To be continued……..
The Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant 2009-2010 has been completed and is ready for viewing. This power point program features local history through photographs. I will have it set up in the meeting room at the Town Hall every Friday in August from 9am to 3pm and invite you to stop by, relax in a cool room and learn a little history of your town and twin villages. Did you know that the California Block, situated where the Library is today, was built using money from the 1849 Gold Rush? Did you know the Dollar Store was once the location of an early school? Did you know the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company made veneer wooden plates that were the precursor to today’s paper plates? 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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August 20, 2010

Photo: Mill Pond, the original mill and waterway, constructed in the 1830’s by Reuben Salisbury, his son Mason Salisbury ran the mill until his death in 1877 when his son took over the business running it until his retirement in 1904. 
Five or six hundred feet below the Keeney Bridge, on the flat below the falls in the creek, was then a shingle and bung mill which was run by Menzo Pangburn. His daughter Hannah Pangburn was one of the first graduates of Sandy Creek High School and taught for a number of years. She married Robert Thompson, a younger brother of Alvin Thompson. Mr. Panghurn’s house was on a knoll just across the street and was reached by driving over a rickety bridge across the head of the millpond. 

Not far west of that John B. Moore had a saw mill and blacksmith shop on the south side of the creek bank, just above the William Presley home. He was the father of Dewitt C. Moore who formerly owned the Presley place. Mr. Crandall remembers John B. Moore as an old man with a white beard at the time that he and the other boys, on their way to Sunday School at the Wesleyan Church, used to stop in and look over the mill.  

In those days there were six houses between the home of the late Eugene Mead and the William Presley home none are standing today. (Ed. King; Keeney house across from the mill; Mr. Prangburn/old Washburn house; across the road Martin Moore; just west on the opposite side of the road was John B. Moore; house belonging to Dewitt Moore and William Ritchie lived there-a graveyard on the property marks the burial place of the Moore family; other side of the road about halfway between Martin and John Moore place is a fieldstone slab which marks the grave of a daughter of John Moore)

Below the site of the John B. Moore mill the road swings sharply away from the creek on which no more mills were located until the stream crossed the Melvin Woodard property just west of the Woodruff School in the Town of Sandy Creek. Mr. Woodard had a saw mill there and during the winter would buy up timber, drawing it into his mill yard ready for sawing in the spring when the water was high. 

On down the stream were located other mills, including in the earlier days a saw mill near the present home of Frank Miles, by the Ridge Road Bridge. Next was the Red Mill, now operated by the Stevens Milling Company but then run by Harding and Hollis. 

E. M. Knollin had a big saw mill where W. W. Wilcox now has a mill, and there were times in the early spring when the mill yard was piled four or five feet deep with logs from the mill to the road and as far as the house. 

The Sancona Mill then was run by S. H. Barlow who had a sash and blind factory and as now, all kinds of building material were carried in stock. He employed a man named Brown who was considered one of the best workmen and carpenters in this part of the country.

Just east of the Grange Hall, A. C. Skinkle, a builder and contractor, had a mill and about half way between this and the bridge was Leman Baldwin’s sash and blind factory. In Sandy Creek was the grist mill run by Moreau Salisbury, Civil War Veteran, who built it on the site of the very old mill which stood there originally. 

At the lower end of the glen below the grist mill there used to be a shingle mill, run by Jacob Hadley, and the next and last mill on the stream was run by Harrison Peck, grandfather of Mrs. Henry Beach, who then lived on the Cook farm. 

About this time the Sandy Creek Tannery was in operation, with from 75 to 100 men often on the payroll. There was then a big demand for hemlock bark for use in tanning and Boylston farmers and those in Orwell and Redfield as well cut down their trees and left the logs unused after stripping off the bark. Timber then had little value , due to the almost unlimited supply, and the best grade of hemlock lumber without a knot or seam in it could be bought for $7 a thousand. When the tannery burned in 1883 its yards were piled high with bark and it made such a fire that some local residents who were working in the Madison County Hop Yards claimed the reflection on the sky was visible there.

In a few years the plate factory was built and then there was a great demand for hardwood lumber for which up until that time there had been very little call. Mr. Crandall can remember, however, when big maple logs two and a half feet thick were shipped from here for use in the piano factories in England. 

Before the forests were cut off the creek was much larger than it is now and even in mid-summer there was water enough to run all of these mills. Even later, as the farms were cleared trees still shaded the banks of the stream and aided in preventing the water from drying up. Then a boy could cut a fish pole and with a cheap line and hook catch a string of 15 to 20 good-sized trout in an hour or two; today an expert fisherman would be overjoyed to get the same number in all day expedition. 

Of all the mills run by the waters of Sandy Creek of 1880, not one of those located in the town of Boylston is standing today, while in Sandy Creek only the Stevens Mill are in operation and even these do not depend on water power. 
The Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant 2009-2010 has been completed and is ready for viewing. This power point program features local history through photographs. I will have it set up in the meeting room at the Town Hall every Friday in August from 9am to 3pm and invite you to stop by, relax in a cool room and learn a little history of your town and twin villages. Did you know that the California Block, situated where the Library is today, was built using money from the 1849 Gold Rush? Did you know the Dollar Store was once the location of an early school? Did you know the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company made veneer wooden plates that were the precursor to today’s paper plates? 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
[image: image27.jpg]



Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
August 27, 2010

Photo: Main Street Rt. 11
65 Years Ago! August 14: VJ Day marked the end of World War II

75 Years Ago! Sandy Creek News: 1935 Preliminary Work on New Bridge Starts: Shovel Completing Job of Filling in Old Channel; to Close Bridge Soon 

Work of straightening the channel of Little Sandy Creek in preparation for the building of the new bridge has been completed by employees of the Johnson Construction Corporation, a heavy power shovel being used in dredging out a new course for the stream and filling of the old channel. 

The water had previously followed a winding course along what in former years was the edge of a large mill pond located there, and the new channel will bring it straight through the arch of the bridge and thus prevent eventual weakening of the bridge foundations. 

The shovel is now engaged in filling in the old channel and as soon as this is completed, probably in the next few days, it is expected that the bridge will be closed to traffic and the work of dismantling it begun.

Sandy Creek merchants and village officers are discussing a plan to place a foot bridge across the creek, supplementing that already erected by some of the local Boy Scouts to bridge one branch of the stream. 

While the bridge is under construction, traffic will detour by way of Salisbury, Academy and Railroad Streets. Lacona and Sandy Creek Village boards have voted to station traffic officers at either end of Academy Street from about eight to nine, twelve to one and around four o’clock, to aid school children at these crossings. Frank Hadley has been engaged by the Sandy Creek board, while Lacona had made no official announcement at noon today, although having a man in view for the position.

The stream, much larger in past years, at one time furnished power to run numerous mills located its banks, from near its source in the town of Boylston to the point where it empties into Sandy Pond, and clauses relating to water rights appear on many of the deeds to village property adjoining the creek. 

We continue documenting the farms in Sandy Creek and Boylston. Information continues to come in and we strive to include as many farms as possible. Thanks to Glenna Gorski who has furnished us information on Arthur Presley. We are looking for a photo and information on the Shoecraft Cheese Factory, Smartville Road, County Route 15, next to the Wesleyan Church. Please contact us if you can help!

The Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant 2009-2010 for a local history power point has been completed and is ready for viewing. This power point program features local history through photographs. I will have it set up in the meeting room at the Town Hall every Friday in August from 9am to 3pm and invite you to stop by, relax in a cool room and learn a little history of your town and twin villages. 
Did you know that the first gas well was drilled in Sandy Creek in 1889? Did you know in 1826 the first bridge over the Little Sandy was built where the Salt Road crossed it? Did you know in 1871 the Sandy Creek News was published? Did you know Charles Salisbury was shot and killed during an attempted bank robbery in 1936? All answers can be gleaned from History Center files and the power point program. 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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September  3, 2010

Photo: This photo was taken by Tracy Killam (pictured in the right top corner) in the parking lot of the Gas Mart and is of Sandy Creek Central School children. We need help with the year and names of students if possible. 
The last few columns have documented the mills along Little Sandy Creek and give us insight into early residents and businesses along its way through the towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston.  F. Dudley Corse, late editor of the Sandy Creek News, gathered the following facts concerning some mills located on Little Sandy Creek. 

Beginning at the lower state road near the Center Church, there was once the Peter Coon saw mill, and a little further up the stream, near the Joseph Cook farm was the Peck saw mill. Just below the village in the Glen was the Jerome Hadley shingle mill which had an excellent power and grinding was once done there. Then came the tannery, which had a dam and a wheel for grinding bark, and in time of the Sanford plant here this power was developed and a modern wheel added. Just below the Main Street bridge was the Salisbury Mill (owned by George O’Brien) which was one of the best powers on the stream. At the north end of this dam was once a saw mill operated by Mason Salisbury. 

A map of the village in 1867 shows a large mill pond filling the valley above the Main Street Bridge and extending east to a point back of the place once owned by Mrs. Alice Sprague. The Baldwin Woodworking Plant stood about here and the Skinkle Shop just east of the Grange Hall. The old ditch that conducted water from the creek around to these two places can still be traced, although its banks are broken and covered with trees and underbrush. 
The Mexico Lumber Company, the S. H. Barlow Shop, and the Blodgett Tannery were located on the same stream. The old mill now owned by W. W. Wilcox was then owned by Newell Hinds and was one of the largest saw mills on the stream, with a dam and a large mill pond. 

Where Austen’s garage now stands, (today on the corner of Powers Ave.) stood the Reuben Salisbury Saw Mill, which took its water from near the culvert and brought it around the banks to the mill; traces of this ditch are still visible. Since the earliest times a grist mill has been located on the site of the present Stevens Milling and Feed Co. (Pet store) Near the Ridge Road on the north side of the stream was a saw mill long controlled by the people who owned the grist mill below.

Next up the stream in the eastern part of the town of Sandy Creek was the Melvin Woodard saw mill. In the town of Boylston was the William Keeney grist mill, located where the highway crossed the stream. This was earlier run by Ira Cummings as a woodworking mill where bowls and other articles of wooden ware were made. Ruins of the high stone walls still stand, while one of the old millstones now serves as a sundial base in a local garden. 

Just below this mill on the west side of the road was at one time an extensive saw mill run by N. Nash and below it a mill run by John B. Moore.

Above the Keeney Mill was the Snyder Mill run by an uncle of William Snyder and the Weaver J. Snyder Mill was run by the father of Charles Snyder; one of these mills was above the highway and the other below. Then came the Hiram Webb Mill and the Doolittle Stave Mill. This was later the Thomas Ethridge run by the father of Mrs. Elizabeth Schermerhorn and still later by the father of Frank and Gilbert Stafford. Above this was the Servis Mill, the last on this stream. 

We continue documenting the farms in Sandy Creek and Boylston. Information continues to come in and we strive to include as many farms as possible. We are looking for a photo and information on the Shoecraft Cheese Factory, Smartville Road, County Route 15, next to the Wesleyan Church. Please get your information in as soon as possible.
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: School Bus
The first school bus was a GMC purchased in 1932. Bill Reid Sr. and Frank Snyder were the drivers; traveling to Orwell, Vorea and South Ridge Road to Cobb Road. The seats were along the side and one row through the middle. One row of seats, back to back in the middle, faced out to the sides. This bus seated 30-32 passengers. The escape doors were at the rear of the bus on the driver’s side. This was later changed so that students using the escape door wouldn’t empty into traffic.

The High School bought a second bus in 1935, a Brockway. Rich Reynolds was the bus driver. The first busses were blue and white. This bus took the place of No. 1 and Bus No. 1 went west of town to the Corners and up the Weaver Road to the Good(e)nough District. 

A third bus was purchased in 1937; a GMC, with Tracy Killam as driver. The seats in this bus were removed and placed in the order of present day bus seating. This bus was stored at the H. S. Killam and Sons Garage, in Sandy Creek, which is the present site of Ontario Tire (1994).

High School boys would ride with the drivers in the winter to assist the driver with pulling on chains over the tires whenever slippery conditions existed. Tracy Killam would ask the students to move to the back of the bus, putting more weight over the rear wheels and giving more traction to get through snow drifts. 

Bus No. 1 and No. 2 were first housed in Bill Reid’s garage (across the street from Austin’s) and later in the Fred Austin’s Garage (later the Lacona Auction Barn, corner of Powers Ave and Harwood Drive),  both in Lacona. 

Frank Snyder was the first mechanic hired, retiring in 1974 after 33 years of service. In 1994, when this history was written, the district had a fleet of 31 vehicles including four vans and five cars.  (Nancy (Potish) Ridgeway)
We continue documenting the farms in Sandy Creek and Boylston. Information continues to come in and we strive to include as many farms as possible. We are looking for a photo and information on the Shoecraft Cheese Factory, Smartville Road, County Route 15, next to the Wesleyan Church. Please get your information in as soon as possible.
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: This photo of Blount workers is unidentified so put your thinking caps on and call me. 387-5456 x 7 Thanks!
The next few columns will document the Blount family and the business that employed so many from this community for almost 100 years. We begin with the genealogy of the family:

To Aroma and Phoebe (Thomas) Blount were born six children, four boys and two girls. Aroma, originally from Berry, New York, was born in 1827 and moved with his family to Orwell where he engaged in dairy farming. He was always interested in lumbering and the out-of-doors, which he instilled in his sons, especially George R. Blount. As a result, this interest led to the development of the Blount Lumber Company, providing Sandy Creek with a pioneering industry. 

The children of Aroma and Phoebe were born between the years of 1850 and 1868. Sarah M. conducted the Blount Business School at Batavia, New York; William D. engaged in dairying in Pulaski; Henry taught school and sold real estate in Arkansas; Andy T. married Nellie Ackley and remained in Sandy Creek, working in the lumber industry with his brother George and pursued his hobby of dairying. Their son F. Leland who married Doris Wheeler lived in Lacona and had two sons, Thomas R. and Derrill E. and twelve grandchildren. Elizabeth S., a teacher, married A. G. Smith and moved to Spokane, Washington. 

George R., the third son, was born in Orwell in 1862. After graduating from the Rochester Business Institute he embarked on a successful career in wholesale lumbering. A pioneer in his field, he bought large timber tracts throughout the North Country and proceeded to produce flooring and other commodities. What started as a small rocker shop developed into a major industry in Lacona providing, during the war, materials for the United States Government. His wife, Jessie M. Ackley, a sister of Nellie, was an ever present help to her husband as a business associate, acting the first Vice President of the Blount Lumber Company. A teacher and ardent club woman, she raised five children: Mildred, Howard, Ruth, Floyd and Florence. After her husband’s untimely death in 1932 she moved to St. Petersburg, Florida, always returning summers to her beloved Sandy Pond.

Mildred, a Phi Beta Kappa and scholar, taught school locally and in Florida, where she later moved. She died in 1974. Ruth married her classmate at Syracuse University, Ralph O. Keffer and they moved to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Ralph became Vice President of Alcoa, the Aluminum Company of America.

H. Floyd Blount, died in 1974. After serving as a Naval Ensign in the Air Force during World War I, he entered the family business. Aside from his business contributions, he served the community on the various boards of the school, Methodist Church and Lacona Bank. In 1921 he married Ednah Thomas of Sandy Creek. They had two sons F. Thomas of Lacona who married Evelyn Benson of New Jersey and Charles of Pulaski who married Marjorie Spofford of Syracuse and was employed in the Insurance field. 
Howard P. Blount followed in his father’s footsteps and served as President of the Blount Lumber Company until 1960. He was born in 1892, enlisted in the Army in 1917, was captured and held prisoner for many months. He was interested in dairying and played a major part in the family dairy farm, Crownhurst. An avid fisherman and hunter he was devoted to the progress of the community and was Mayor of Lacona for many years. In 1921 he married Dolly Harding of Lacona and had two children George R. who married Shirley Ann Chase of Sandy Creek and Jean H. who married Harold T. Culver. Their daughter, Florence Blount married H. Wallace Parker and had four sons Robert (wife Jean), William, John (wife Bonnie) and James (wife Jan).

Aroma Blount left a legacy to his descendents which all three generations accepted and used; an abiding sense of pioneer spirit, a love of nature and the land, and the desire to always come home.  
The September 3rd column had a picture of children standing in front of a bus by the Atlantic Gas Station dated 1939. (The Gray Squirrel and Ice House were in the background) Marian Gable called and was able to identify all but 5 of the students who were pictured with the help of Leita (Weaver) Gill.

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Blount employees 1908
When George R. Blount, seated at the right in the second row, posed with his employees in 1908, the Blount Lumber Company was newly incorporated and already changing and growing. The company had its beginnings with a small plant, 24 by 30 feet, where they manufactured rockers that were sold to chair manufacturers. The young business was formed in 1894 by George R. and his brother Andy. First row: Walter Sprague, Percy Brewer, Arbie Tanner, Lawrence Bettinger and Mel Outterson. Second row: unidentified Salisbury, Charlie Jennings, Alfred Bettinger, Gil Stafford, Jess Dewey and George Blount. 

Blount Lumber Company 1894 to 1993, 3 months shy of 100 years in business. 

For many years the Blount Lumber Company specialized in the manufacture of hardwood flooring, logs being drawn in from the surrounding area, first by teams and later by trucks. At first the company had saw mills located in the then heavily timbered sections to the east, where large tracts of forest land were owned. The company at one time did considerable reforesting as these tracts were cut over. The first saw mill was built at Lacona in 1914 and dry kilns were added in 1923. 

The company branched out into a new line in 1923, manufacturing bathinettes, utilizing the ready surplus of hardwood lumber. Bathinettes were shipped all over the United States from these facilities until the line was discontinued in 1965. The company produced wholesale millwork, including windows, doors and molding and a kitchen line was added. By 1961, the company shut down its hardwood lumbering operations and expanded the flush door manufacturing facilities.

The company maintained a fleet of 14 trucks distributing products throughout Central New York, servicing about 300 active accounts in the area. The company got from three to four railroad cars a week, loaded with lumber, moldings, window and door parts. This material came from different places; most of the lumber from California and Oregon; Luan plywood came from Japan and birch plywood from Canada. These were used in making doors. Hardboard came from the Scandinavian countries and glass from Belgium. Flush doors are shipped to wholesale dealers in this state as well as New Jersey, Massachusetts, Maine and Pennsylvania, among others. 

Blount Lumber Company employed from 125 to as many as 140 people depending upon the rush season. Busiest time for this industry was in late summer and early fall when materials for the building trades are in the greatest demand.

The Blount Parker Employees Recreation Center, better known as “B-P-E” was constructed in 1948. Construction was financed by the Blount Employees Trust, founded in 1944. Complete with regulation bowling alleys, auditorium, lounge, office and an apartment for a live in manager. The building was the last, large public building constructed entirely by local contractors; Philip Coble, Charles Lashomb and Alfred Thacker. Since 1976, the building has served as the Sandy Creek Town Hall. 
historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Boylston “The Landing” 

One of the landings used to stockpile logs from the Blount Lumber Company’s eastern saw mills was located in the Town of Boylston, just east of the Smartville Road. Here the logs were cut on company property, which once totaled 30,000 acres of timberland, and were reloaded for transport to the Lacona saw mill after its construction in 1914 . Willet Presley, foreground is shown loading a log with his father-in-law, Mark James. Teamster, Archie Tanner is partially hidden behind the horse at right. Blount Lumber was one of the earliest industrial owners in northern New York to practice re-forestation of cut-over timber tracts. 
Reprinted from the Village of Lacona 125 Years of History: The Blount Lumber Company of Lacona was one of the oldest companies in this part of the state. It was established in 1894 by George R. Blount and his brother Andy.  At that time the sawmills were in the woods and shipped lumber to Lacona by wagon and sleigh.  Here it was graded and shipped to buyers by rail.  In 1897 the first shop was built, a 24 x 30 ft. building where he manufactured rockers and sold to chair manufacturers.  In 1908 a stock company was formed, the directors being George R. Blount, Jesse M. Blount and Walter D. Sprague.  For many years the company specialized in manufacturing hardwood flooring.  In 1909 a dry kiln was built with Charlie Kloch as overseer.  The first sawmill in Lacona was built in 1914 with logs brought in by horse-drawn sleighs.  In 1923 the dry kiln was rebuilt.

By 1969 the first building, which had expanded, had been torn down and replaced with a 60 x 120 ft. steel building which was used to manufacture door units.  They also added a 96 x 120 ft. steel building used to manufacture doors.

In 1932, the company branched out into a new line with the manufacturing of “bathinettes”, which had been invented by Kennedy’s of Rochester. Harry Presley was a long time foreman of the bathinette plant which produced more than four million bathinettes  They were shipped all over the United States until it was discontinued in 1966.

In 1937 the company became a wholesale mill work business, including windows, doors and molding. Later, they also manufactured countertops and aluminum doors and windows. In 1938, H. Judson Hoit joined the Blount Lumber Company as Sales manager for the millwork division. 

In 1961 the company closed its hardwood lumbering to expand production of flush doors. The company had then acquired about a dozen buildings for manufacturing and storage.  They used two rail sidings as most of the materials came by rail. By this time, the third generation of the Blount family controlled the business, which included George R. Blount, Robert. E. Parker and F. Thomas Blount.  In 1974, the 170,00 square-feet building was constructed to house the warehouse and shop.

The company had a fleet of 14 trucks to distribute their products throughout New York State, at one time employing 125 to 140 people.

There was a company cafeteria housed in the building behind the office building.

In 1942, the company became the Blount-Parker Corporation. By 1948, the Blount-Parker Employee fund had been established and the BPE Center was built, which included regulation bowling alleys and community center. After 25 years of this use, the building later became the Sandy Creek Town Hall in 1975.

The railroad business declined through three decades which caused the interior railroad siding in the Blount warehouse to be removed during the fall of 1984. At that time all of the raw materials and builder’s supplies distributed by the company were shipped in by truck.  Blount’s truck fleet was then leased from Ryder’s which included 4 - 24 ft. truck vans, 7 tractors and 15 trailers handled by a staff of 15 drivers.

The company expanded to supplying more than 500 lumber dealers in New York and northern Pennsylvania as well as servicing wholesale door companies from Maine to Ohio and New York to Maryland. The company produced flush doors, door units, window and door units, aluminum storm doors and windows and kitchen countertops. They also shipped other items such as pine moldings, wood window units, steel doors, kitchen cabinets and builders’ hardware which had many brand names. The warehouse and loading divisions handled thousands of items daily. The employees totaled about 200 and an office staff of 30 employees with an inside and outside sales staff. The business became computerized, allowing order history on each catalog item for the in-house sales staff. They customized and printed their catalogs for customer and architect users. The company instituted annual retail shows for their dealers.

The company’s corporate staff later was in the hands of the fourth generation of the family, which included Peter Blount, David Parker and James Henneberger until its closing in 1993; three months shy of 100 years. 
The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project, is scheduled for November/December this year. This event was supposed to be a one-time event and conclude the Bicentennial Celebrations in 2003 but each year since we have been asked to continue. The premise was to get local children involved in a community project that ended with each youth group locating a needy family or elderly person to donate their decorated Christmas tree to. Every year the children do a “theme” tree and invite the community in to vote for their favorite tree. A certificate of participation for every group is awarded, cookies and punch is served and everyone leaves happy and feeling good about the holiday and themselves.  Last year Rae Allen, who had worked with me on this project from its inception, took over. Call Rae (387-3666) if you know of a group that would like to participate or elderly person in need of Christmas cheer! Each group needs to purchase a 3 1/2 or 4’ tree; the theme this year is nature and all ornaments should be natural and homemade.  The trees will be decorated the week of November 8 and voting will be the weeks of November 15-26. Awards and party will be the first week of December. The location is to be announced in a future column.

Jim Tearney called with some information on the photo of Blount workers in the September 17th column. Jim worked for Blount from 1986 until closing and believes this photo to be between the 1970 and 1980s. In the second row on the left, the second man in is Milford Tennant. Hope this jogs another memory and another phone call. Thanks, Jim.
historian@sandycreekny.us. 
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Blount Lumber Company Offices 1939 This two and a half story concrete building on DeMott Street, which was built  in 1912-13 by George W. Presley for E. M. Hastings, is pictured about 1939 some years after it had become the office of the Blount Lumber Company

In 2005 Perry Hastings wrote this history of his father, E. M. Hastings, his life and many achievements. Perry died June 2009 at the age of 105. I can remember him driving to my office to talk at the age of 100. Perry was born in Sandy Creek, son of Eugene and Carolyn (Haven) Hastings. He lived in Lacona from 1903 until 1920 when he moved to Pulaski. He was married 76 years to Dorothy Lilley who passed away in 2003. Perry first worked as a traveling salesman before joining his father in the E. M. Hastings Coal Company and Real Estate Agency. 

“The two-and-a-half story concrete building pictured as the Blount Lumber Company offices in 1939 in Lacona were designed by and built for E. M. Hastings for his Holstein pedigree and sale business in 1912-13 and was also the editorial office of two Holstein trade papers, “The Black and White Record” and later “the Holstein-Friesian World.” The latter was a publication of which Hastings was co-founder in 1904 and which he together with Maurice Prescott re-acquired about 1916 and which is today, a century after its founding, the pre-eminent Holstein publication, the present editor and publisher being Joel Hastings, a grandson of the co-founder, the late E. M. Hastings, and (on his mother’s side) grandson of the former owner and publisher, Maurice Prescott. It should, perhaps be mentioned that Joel’s father, the late Robert Hastings, following his return from service in World War II, was employed at and later owned and operated the paper for a time between its operation by Maurice Prescott and that of Robert’s son, Joel Hastings.”

“But to return to the history of the pictured Hastings (later Blount) building: E. M. Hastings for whom this building was built, was active in Holstein pedigree and sales work to World War I, furnishings pedigrees of purebred Holstein cattle and conducting Holstein sales, as he said, “from Portland, Maine, to Portland, Oregon.” A picture taken in front of this building about 1916 shows a staff of fourteen (five men and nine women) who were employed at that time. “

“The design of the building was unusual for its time. The high, light basement provided extra work space and a dark room for the development of the cattle pictures of that time which were photographed on glass plates. It also served as a basement garage for the Hasting car as well as the furnace room, the coal bin being located under the concrete front porch. The main floor was divided into rooms suitable for conversion into a dwelling, with hardwood floors and with a fireplace in the larger front room. The top floor, which had its own private entrance and stairway, was designed and finished as an apartment and was the first home of Maurice and Flora Prescott after their marriage. Later, as both the Prescott family and the business expanded, the top floor was converted to office use.”

“A picture taken just prior to America’s entry into World War I, shows a staff of fourteen - nine women and five men. At that time the business was booming, the office was the headquarters of “The Holstein-Friesian World,” (as the paper was named then) and of E. M. Hastings’ active Holstein pedigree and sale business, which Hastings expected to be his life work. But, Kaiser Wilhelm’s attempt to take over Europe with the atrocities in Belgium and his U-boats’ ruthless attacks on American as well as foreign ships changed all that. Of the five men pictured, four went into service. When E. M. Hastings was rejected by the army because of age, he enlisted in the Red Cross, expecting to drive an ambulance, and was commissioned a first lieutenant but was assigned as business manager of a base hospital in Paris. Of the other men, one served in the Navy, and two in Pershing’s Army in France, with one, perhaps the favorite of all, killed in an early engagement. At least one of the women in the picture went to Washington to volunteer for war work, and remained as employee of the state department until her retirement many years later.” To be continued….

The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project, is scheduled for November/December this year. This event was supposed to be a one-time event and conclude the Bicentennial Celebrations in 2003 but each year since we have been asked to continue. The premise was to get local children involved in a community project that ended with each youth group locating a needy family or elderly person to donate their decorated Christmas tree to. Every year the children do a “theme” tree and invite the community in to vote for their favorite tree. The location is to be announced in a future column.  A certificate of participation for every group is awarded, cookies and punch is served and everyone leaves happy and feeling good about the holiday and themselves.  Last year Rae Allen, who had worked with me on this project from its inception, took over. Call Rae (387-3666) if you know of a group that would like to participate or elderly person in need of Christmas cheer! Each group needs to purchase a 3 1/2 or 4’ tree; the theme this year is nature and all ornaments should be natural and homemade.  The trees will be decorated the week of November 8 and voting will be the weeks of November 15-26. Awards and party will be the first week of December. 

historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Photo: Photo of people in front of building. Perry Hastings helped design the concrete block office building in Lacona nearly a century ago. That building was a landmark of the village for many years and is long gone, as is its builder, but at times it is good to be reminded of the accomplishments of those who were the planners and builders of the past. 

In 2005 Perry Hastings wrote this history of  E. M. Hastings, his life and many achievements. We conclude with this column:

“In the big concrete office building a skeleton staff struggled on, with Maurice Prescott doing all he could to keep the pedigree business and the “Holstein World” solvent and going, but it was a struggle. At war’s end, the Holstein business, nation-wide, went into a deep decline, and E. M. Hastings, back from France, soon decided that a drastic change was necessary. Maurice took over the “Holstein World” and E. M. Hastings, while continuing what pedigree business he could for some years, decided that he must seek another source of income. The rest, of course, is history. A coal and feed business in Pulaski, from which the aged owner wished to retire, looked like a live and promising investment. Selling the concrete office building to the burgeoning Blount Lumber Company for their offices, his Lacona residence and some other real estate for what it would bring, his bank stock in the Lacona Bank and then borrowing heavily, he purchased not only the coal and feed business but a big house with an acre or so of land for his family’s Pulaski residence. This move put him deeply in debt, particularly as he felt it necessary to modernize the big house which then had no electricity, heating system, or adequate plumbing. But business had always gone well for him and he was confident that in a few years he could again be in the clear with a good income and an adequate home. One item which, fortunately, he did not sell or mortgage, was the Hastings Cottage at Sandy Pond, or Ontario Bay as he preferred to call it, and which continued to be a pleasant summer retreat for the family, then and for several generations. “

“E. M. Hastings never gave up working and never shirked his civic or family responsibilities. He served his church and village, was president of the school board for some years, and was always looking ahead. The long depression from the Hoover years until the Second World War, which resulted in the bankruptcy of several of Pulaski’s formerly most affluent citizens, caused him to seek new sources of income, and he worked at both property insurance and real estate sales. In later years he acquired a vacant farm on which the house had burned; designed and built a new house on which he and his wife (my mother) lived for several satisfying years. And for his final home, he turned the main floor of the “shop building” of his Pulaski property, which had formerly been a garage, into a neat and appealing apartment, where he and my mother spent their remaining years. He never retired, but worked, in his last years at real estate and property insurance, until the day his final illness struck him down. Looking back it is evident that his many talents included a love of design and appreciation of architecture. The big concrete office building in Lacona was a superior building of its time; his Sandy Pond Cottage and his final country home on the farm both show good exterior design as well as practical interior planning.” 

The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project, is scheduled for November/December this year. This event was supposed to be a one-time event and conclude the Bicentennial Celebrations in 2003 but each year since we have been asked to continue. The premise was to get local children involved in a community project that ended with each youth group locating a needy family or elderly person to donate their decorated Christmas tree to. Every year the children do a “theme” tree and invite the community in to vote for their favorite tree. A certificate of participation for every group is awarded, cookies and punch is served and everyone leaves happy and feeling good about the holiday and themselves.  Last year Rae Allen, who had worked with me on this project from its inception, took over. Call Rae (387-3666) if you know of a group that would like to participate or elderly person in need of Christmas cheer! Each group needs to purchase a 3 1/2 or 4’ tree; the theme this year is nature and all ornaments should be natural and homemade.  The trees will be decorated the week of November 8 and voting will be the weeks of November 15-26. Awards and party will be the first week of December. The location is to be announced in a future column.  

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
October 22, 2010
Photo: Minstrell Show at Lacona Austen Hall
Lyceums—in the sense of organizations that sponsored public programs and entertainments—flourished in the mid-19th century, particularly in the northeast and mid west, and some lasted until the early 20th century. The National American Lyceum (1831) developed from the lectures given by Josiah Holbrook at the first lyceum group in Millbury, Mass. (1826). The movement spread through groups formed in other states and were established for the purpose of improving the social, intellectual, and moral fabric of society and served as a forum for political discussion. 
As a young man, Abraham Lincoln gave a speech to a Lyceum in Springfield, Illinois. After the Civil War, lyceums were used as a venue for travelling entertainers. in the archives we have a picture of a minstrel show that came to Sandy Creek in the late 1890’s. 

What do you know about the Sandy Creek Lyceum? It was an organization formed about 1870 which met once a month in the old Town Hall. (today, the BryCon Realty Office location) On it hung the town bell which marked the hours for the people of the village somewhat as the whistle of the Blount Lumber Company did and also tolled when a death occurred. It hangs now in the steeple of the Wesleyan Church. Among those who took part in the spirited debates which were held there were Matthew M. Earl, Pitt N. Newton, Dr. Samuel J. Crockett, Dr. J. Lyman Buckley, David Hamer Sr., D. E. Ainsworth, Willis Harding, L. E. Newton and Henry L. Howe. Mrs. Cyrus Gardner often gave poems and readings at these Lyceums. 

During the winter months the Lyceum would present a series of lectures by some of the most noted speakers of the day and people from miles around would gather at the Congregational Church to hear them. Henry Ward Beecher was one of these speakers and M. D. Herriman to whom we are indebted to for memories of the Sandy Creek Lyceum recalls that as a small boy, unable to secure a ticket and determined to hear, somehow, he stood outside a window and heard the great man speak. Other orators were Robert Burdett, whose subject was “The Rise and Fall of the Mustache”; Mr. Willet who spoke on “The Aurora Borealis” and Mr. Tilden who discussed “The World’s Tomorrow.”

The Lyceum not only brought to Sandy Creek many eminent speakers, but some of the best music of the day, also, the Fiske Jubilee Singers being the best. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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October 29, 2010
Photo: Photo: “The Buffalo” a Dexter L. Woodard print, shows an early piece of road equipment

The work of Mr. Woodard is abundantly evident in the upcoming Town of Sandy Creek and Boylston Farm Book. Publication has been set back and release date is yet to be announced. We have reached out to many people and information is trickling in. Our goal is to document as many farms as possible and do it an interesting format.
Dexter L. Woodard died at age 91 on October 4, 1971 at his family home, Wolf Creek Valley Farm, closing out a life time which had spanned the years from the era of hand labor and foot-travel to the age of nuclear power and moon-walks. At ninety one, Mr. Woodard was the oldest resident of “The Valley,” that segment of the White and Sage School Districts in the western part of Sandy Creek Township where he had spent his whole life. He had lived over eighty-three years in the home where he died, having moved there with his father’s family when a child from the ‘Stephen Hadley’ property north of the Little Sandy and the Ackerman Hills where he had been born July 9, 1880.

Dexter was the second of the three children of Simon Hadley Woodard and Lydia (Canough) Woodard. Dexter Levi Woodard was a direct descendent of Simon Hadley, who with Clark Wilder, had made a clearing in 1806 on today’s Lake Road. Simon Woodard’s paternal grandparents, Charles and Chloe (Lashure) Woodard were also west Sandy Creek pioneers having moved to the vicinity of the Norton Road in 1822 from Hoosick. Dexter sisters were Estella who married Marshall P. Wilder and Eudora who became the wife of Fred Lillis. 

Mr. Woodard married Mary Doneburg, daughter of John and Sarah Doneburg on October 16, 1906. Mrs. Woodard had attended the Pulaski training class and had taught in Illion and in the Sage and White District Schools before her marriage. She died November 9, 1948. Their daughter is Mrs. Maitland (Myrtle) Cummins. 

A member of Sandy Creek Grange for 43 years, Mr. Woodard attended the Center Methodist Church until its closing in the 1930’s. Raised in the Yankee tradition of tillers of the soil, “Deck” was a lifelong farmer but was blessed with an inquiring mind and a native mechanical ability. As a young man he was keenly interested in photography, preserving the Valley doings and landmarks on still existent glass plate negatives. With a neighbor, Ralph Trumbull, Mr. Woodard built the first telephone line from the Village to West Sandy Creek and about 1923 constructed the first battery-powered radio receiver in the area. 
Besides his daughter, Mrs. Cummins, Mr. Woodard’s survivors included his two grandchildren, Mrs. Robert (Marie) Wood and George Cummins, owner and operator of Wolf Creek Valley farm. Mr. Woodard’s other descendents include great grandchildren Roberta and John Wood and Kevin and Kelly Cummins, all of the “Valley.” Among his nieces and nephews are local residents Radcliffe Wilder and Miss Dorothy Lillis.

Mr. Woodard’s is buried in the family lot in Woodlawn Cemetery, Sandy Creek.
The History Center has lost another friend, Pauline Tanner died this last week just weeks shy of her 100th birthday. We extend our deepest sympathy to her family.
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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November 5, 2010

Photo: The Wallace Brothers, Levi, Asahel and William, Civil War soldiers. These early tintypes were often put in old daguerreotype cases, as this one is.
This column highlights a problem every family researcher has encountered. The boxes of pictures and unnamed photo albums are for sure a treasure but can also be the most frustrating. Who are these people, grandparents, aunts, uncles? Who are the babies? Dating these photographs is where to begin. The next few columns will walk you through the dating process. 
“Strangers in a Box” anonymous author: “Come, look with me inside this drawer, in this box I’ve often seen, at the pictures black and white, faces proud, still and serene.”

“I wish I knew the people, these strangers in the box, their names and all their memories, are lost among my socks.”

“I wonder what their lives were like, how did they spend their days? What about their special times? I’’ never know their ways.”

“If only someone had taken time, to tell, who, what, where and when, these faces of my heritage, would come alive again”

“Could this become the fate, of the pictures we take today, the faces and the memories, someday to be passed away?”

“Take time to save your stories, seize the opportunity when it knocks, or someday you and yours, could be strangers in the box.”

The Daguerreotype 1840-1860: Most American daguerreotypes are found in cases, which usually look like miniature books. The right or bottom side of the case was used for the daguerreotype. It was protected by a gold-colored matting and then covered with glass. The three layers were bound together by a protector, which was a thin brass frame that wrapped around the whole. This was then pressed into the frame of the case. The left or top side of the case was padded with silk, satin or velvet. When closed the case was latched with a small hook. Not all cased photographs are daguerreotypes. It is important to identify the type of photograph in a case before proceeding to date it. There are two simple tests that can be used that do not involve disturbing the photograph. The first one involves the qualities of a daguerreotype. Because the image is produced on a highly polished, silvered copperplate, the image in certain positions will be difficult to see. While holding the case photograph, move the case around at different angles. If in certain positions, the image seems to disappear, is difficult to discern, or has a mirror like quality, then it is probably a daguerreotype rather than an ambrotype or tintype. Another test is to use a magnet; place the magnet at the back of the case section holding the picture. If the magnet is attracted to the case, then it is a daguerreotype and not an ambrotype, which is made of glass; however it could be a tintype, so the first test should be done as well. Additionally, the daguerreotype has a very detailed image when compared to other cased photographs. If you have determined that a cased photograph is a daguerreotype, then it was taken between 1840 and 1860. More precise dating can be done by checking the costumes found in the photograph. 

We continue documenting the farms in Sandy Creek and Boylston. Please get your information in as soon as possible. The deadline looms and soon the book will be in the production stage. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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November 12, 2010
Photo: Lacona Depot Historic Marker (photograph by Phyllis LeBeau)

Historic markers mark the place where history happened and in 2009 a marker was placed at the site of Col. Meacham’s Big Cheese. This year we installed a marker at the Lacona Depot. Markers tell stories, point out facts and showcase our community pride.
Col. Meacham’s marker is on the Rohrmoser farm on Rt. 11 south of the village. You may have seen it, it reads: “In 1835 Colonel Thomas Meacham (1795-1847), on his farm on this site, created a 1400 pound, 11 feet, round cheese as a gift to President Andrew Jackson. An immense cheese-hoop and press were constructed and the milk from 150 cows was turned into curd. For five successive days it was piled into the great hoop. It was then conveyed by boat via Oswego, Syracuse, Erie Canal, Albany, New York City and reached Washington in time for George Washington’s birthday, February 22, 1836 when all the people of Washington were invited to eat cheese.” 
We recently placed a marker at the site of the Lacona Depot, today, the Lacona and Sandy Creek Village Offices at 11 Park Street, Lacona. It reads: “The Lacona Depot was the hub of village activity for more than a century. The Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg (RWO) Rail line was completed through East Sandy Creek (Lacona) in the spring of 1851. The depot opened in November of 1872. In 1891 the New York Central & Hudson River Railroad purchased the RWO and replaced the original depot. One of the factors that materially contributed to the prosperity of the town was the entrance of the RWO Rail line through Lacona Village. With better facilities in transportation, new enterprises were encouraged and industries were introduced. The area’s two largest industries, Blount Lumber Company and Corse Press, utilized the train station for their products as did local farmers and both post offices.”
The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project, is ready for the community to stop by the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street to view and “vote for your favorite tree.”  This community project is headed by Rae Allen (387-3666) and the trees are decorated by youth groups.  The community votes for their favorite tree from November 15-26 and the week before Christmas the trees are taken to a needy family or elderly person in time for Christmas Day. Contact Rae if you have someone in mind for a tree delivery. Please support these children with your vote. 
Don’t forget to thank a Vet for their service! 

	



The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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November 19, 2010
Photo: Tin type, three unknown men in top hats

To continue with the process of identifying family photographs we continue with the tintype 1854-1930’s. 
The tintype was invented by an Ohio chemistry professor, Hamilton L. Smith who perfected making an ambrotype on metal. Early tintypes were often put in old daguerreotype or ambrotype cases, like the Wallace Brothers photo in the November 5th column. However, most tintypes are found loose or in photograph albums. The Civil War made the tintype the most popular form of photography because of its durability and its quick development time, one minute from exposure to finish product. The Civil War soldier could carry a photograph of his loved ones without fear of breakage and if he had his photograph taken on the battlefield or in camp by one of the many traveling photographers in the battle zones, he could safely send the tintype home to his family. 

To establish a date can be difficult because of the long period in which tintypes were made. If the image has a chocolate brown tone to it, it dates after 1870; however, to precisely date the image one must look at the props and the fashions the clients wore. 
The History Center is back to work in our new office at the town hall. We can all work in the same room once again and are happy to be somewhat settled. We need more shelving units installed for research books but are settled enough to continue our work. We still need information for the Farm Book and the final military book. The Wesleyan Cemetery is being researched and updated and work on updating Woodlawn Cemetery is underway. All genealogy files are being reorganized and as items are imaged and scanned we continue to update the files and card catalog. We keep busy but would like to show you are new “digs” anytime. Stop by.  
The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project, is ready for the community to stop by the Soup Kitchen on Salisbury Street to view and “vote for your favorite tree.”  This community project is headed by Rae Allen (387-3666) and the trees are decorated by youth groups.  The community votes for their favorite tree from November 15-26 and the week before Christmas the trees are taken to a needy family or elderly person in time for Christmas Day. Contact Rae if you have someone in mind for a tree delivery. Please support these children with your vote. 
The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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December 3, 2010
Photo: Akipsaya Campfire Girls October 26, 1921. Pictured, first row: Ellen Corse, Mabel Carnrite, Erva Landis, Gladys Archer, Minnie Carey. Back row: Genevra Upton, Erma Cronk, Marion Bettinger, Ella Howard and Leona Kirch. 

Campfire Girls of America was founded in 1910. It was the first organization of its kind for girls in the United States. Ron Archer came in last week with a picture from his family files of the early Campfire Girls 1921 in Sandy Creek. He had some information and was looking for what we had. Ron has Gladys Archer’s uniform and we have a duplicate uniform in the archives as well as a copy of this picture. He also had what each emblem on the uniform stood for which made a nice addition to the town collection. 
To continue with the process of identifying family photographs we continue with paper photography: Carte-de-visite and Cabinet Cards

Carte-de-visite was first made in the late 1850s and is the size of a calling card. The picture measures 2.25 x 3.75 and is mounted on a paper support measuring 2.5 x 4. The mounting paper will be thin with square corners, be of white or ivory tone and the area surrounding the picture will have border lines of gold, black, red or light purple. Often the picture is in an oval framed vignette and the picture may be hand colored. During the 1850s, it was the custom to present one’s calling card at the time of a social visit. Families would often provide decorative baskets or trays to receive calling cards from visitors. If the reverse side has a tax stamp, the photograph was made between September 1, 1864 and August 1, 1866. These stamps were required on paper products to provide revenue for the Civil War and the props were simple, a chair, columns, etc.

 Carte-de-visites during the 1870s were on heavier stock, medium weight, rounded corners and were white, cream or beige; with the back of the card may be colored or have a pattern of some kind. The props were usually bridges, fences or a fake rock. 

The 1880 to 1905 mounting boards were thick with rounded corners; the mounts were white, cream, light green or pink. One popular technique had an oval portrait surrounded by an actual photograph of a forest or an elaborate backdrop such as an outdoor scene.

Cabinet Card photographs date from 1869 but were produced heavily from 1880-1906. The photograph is 3.75 x 5.5 inches and is mounted on a board measuring 4.25 x 6.5 inches. In 1870 the stock was thin with square corners and white or cream. 

The cards in the 1880s are thicker with rounded corners; the stock is usually tinted – gray with green border lines, tan with single brown line, cream with brown printing, black with gold edging, gray front with pale yellow reverse for example. 

In the 1890s, the cards became more colorful: rose, primrose, maroon, bottle green, pale green, beige with gold edging or gold serrated edge; there will be elaborate advertising on the back. 

It is important to remember that dating the type of photograph does not necessarily date the image. Early photographers often advertised that they could make copies of daguerreotypes and ambrotypes. Therefore, the card photograph you may have in your collection may actually be a copy of a photo taken 10 to 20 years earlier. Therefore, you should date the fashions and if they match you will know the approximate date of the image. 

The Historians office will be open on Fridays from 9am until 3pm. However, appointments may be made by calling 387-5456 x 7 or e-mailing me at historian@sandycreekny.us.  
Charlene and History Center volunteers: Irene, Phyllis, Joyce, Rita and Jim
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December 10, 2010
Photo: Country Road, Lacona

To continue with the process of identifying family photographs we continue with Stereographs and Photograph Postcard

Stereographs were first produced in the 1850s and were of business and scenic views mostly. These double pictures, taken with twin-lens cameras, produce a remarkable effect of three dimensions when viewed through a stereoscope. In 1854 the London Stereoscopic Company was formed. Their chief photographer was William England, whose lively street scenes of New York City in rainy weather and views of Niagara Falls taken in 1859 were the wonders of the day. 

The instantaneous street scenes, which showed pedestrians and vehicles stopped in their tracks, were made possible because the small size of the stereo-camera reduced exposure times to less than half a second. To minimize movement street views were usually taken from a first-floor window with the camera focused directly down the street. (Such views later inspired several Impressionists to paint similar street scenes.) 

Between 1860 and about 1920 a stereo viewer could be found in most British and American homes. A simplified and cheap hand viewer was introduced by Oliver Wendell Holmes, the American physician was a great lover of photography. Millions of stereographs were circulated in the years before newspaper reproduction of photographs, and their impact was enormous.

The photograph postcard was especially popular before World War I. If the back of the postcard was divided, one side for a message and the other for the address, it can be dated to 1907 as this was not allowed in the United States until after 1907.

The 20th century saw the rise of amateur photographer which changed the family photograph collection. The Kodak cameras came loaded with film and after the roll was finished the camera was mailed to Kodak who would then develop and print the film and then reload the camera and return it to the owner. 

The Historians office will close from December 21 through January 8, 2010 for Christmas and New Years. However, I can be reached at home (695-2820) for an appointment.
Happy Holidays from all of us at the History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Jim, Irene, Joyce, Rita
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Columns were moved to January 2011 because of letters to Santa!

